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Unit 31
Session 3

Leader BIBLE STUDY

During Jesus’ earthly ministry, many Jews struggled to 
believe that Jesus was indeed the Messiah, the Son of God. 
This included James, Jesus’ half-brother. But after Jesus’ 
crucifixion and resurrection, Jesus appeared to James, and 
at last James believed. James later became the leader of 
the church in Jerusalem—a vital role in the early, growing 
church. 

The early church was comprised mostly of Jewish believers. 
That makes sense because of the church’s origin in Israel 
but also because that was the mission Jesus gave: start with 
the Jews and spread out from there. James wrote a letter to 
these Jewish believers who were scattered around the region, 

Use Week of:

The Church Showed Favoritism

BIBLE PASSAGE: James 2:1-13
MAIN POINT: James calls us to treat people with mercy because Jesus shows 

us mercy.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why does God want us to obey Him? Obedience 

is our response to God’s love for us.

INTRODUCE THE STORY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 42

TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 44

APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 50
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Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

helping them understand how their new faith in Jesus 
should frame how they live. 

James told his fellow believers that one way they could live 
out the gospel was by not showing favoritism. James used 
an example of how a church might show favoritism to a 
wealthy man over a poor man who came to a meeting. 

The natural response might be to treat the wealthy man 
better, but James told the believers that God does not show 
favoritism. God has treated all people—rich and poor—the 
same: generously with the gospel. God’s kindness toward 
us should cause us to want to treat others with similar love, 
generosity, and equality. 
 
This week’s session is a great follow-up to last week’s. Some 
of your kids may think that being united is just a matter of 
getting along with one another and not fighting. But God’s 
heart is for us to be united far more deeply. Help your kids 
see that the gospel should compel them to treat one another 
in the same way—with the same love, mercy, and grace 
shown to us by Jesus.
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The Church Showed Favoritism
James 2:1-13

The early church had many leaders. They taught other 
believers, encouraged them to keep following Jesus, and 
corrected them when they sinned. One of these leaders was 
Jesus’ half-brother James, the son of Mary and Joseph.

James was a leader in the Jerusalem church. He wrote 
a letter to the Jewish believers who had moved to many 
different places. He told them the way believers should 
live. People who trust Jesus show that they really believe 
in Him by doing good and right things.

One important right thing, James taught, is to not 
show favoritism. That means we should treat everyone 
the same. No person is more important or less important 
than any other person.

James said, “Imagine you are meeting together and 
a man comes in wearing a gold ring and fancy clothes. 
Then a poor man in old, dirty clothes comes in, too. Is 
it right to pay attention to the man in fancy clothes and 
give him a chair to sit in, but say to the poor man ‘Stand 
over there,’ or ‘Sit on the floor’?” If you do this, you have 
treated one man better than the other.

James said that God does not show favoritism. He 
does not treat rich people better than poor people, nor does 
He treat poor people better than rich people. God has a 
place in heaven for everyone who loves Him.

God taught us His law: Love your neighbor as 
yourself. Anyone who treats one person better than 
another person breaks God’s law. 

James told the believers to show mercy to others 
because they had been shown mercy. They were sinners, 

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Draw a picture: 
When describing the 
meeting, draw figures 
on a chalkboard or dry 
erase board to represent 
the rich man and poor 
man.

• Portray people: Ask 
two volunteers or adult 
helpers to dress in nice, 
fancy clothes and worn, 
plain clothes to contrast 
the rich man and poor 
man.

The BIBLE STORY
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but God forgave their sins through His Son, Jesus. James 
insisted, “Mercy triumphs over judgment.”

Christ Connection: When believers in the early church 
treated some people as better than others, James told them they 
were wrong. He reminded them that Jesus commanded believers 
to love one another. Because He has shown great mercy to us, 
we can show mercy to others.

WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S WORD? 
GET 

ADVENTURE! 

Invite kids to check 
out this week’s 
devotionals to 

discover how God’s 
Word can help 

them grow in the 
gospel. Order in 
bulk, subscribe 

quarterly, or purchase 
individually. For 

more information, 
check out 

www.lifeway.com/
devotionals.
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Introduce the STORY

SESSION TITLE: The Church Showed Favoritism
BIBLE PASSAGE: James 2:1-13
MAIN POINT: James calls us to treat people with mercy because Jesus shows 

us mercy.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why does God want us to obey Him? Obedience 

is our response to God’s love for us.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. As kids arrive, ask them about 
their favorite things. Talk about what it means to have a 
“favorite” of something.
SAY • We all have different preferences. It’s perfectly normal 

to have favorite foods, favorite colors, or favorite TV 
shows. However, today we will learn why we should 
not play favorites with people. Why do you think we 
should not play favorites with people?

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “Key Word Crossing” activity 
page. Kids will write the correct words in the correct 
spaces based on the definitions provided to complete the 
crossword puzzle.
SAY • Each of the words in that crossword puzzle has 

something to do with our story today. We will learn 
what the Bible says about showing favoritism to 
people based on their money or other status.

• “Key Word Crossing” 
activity page, 1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Order up
Guide the kids to line up in order based on different 
characteristics, such as age, alphabetically by first name, 
height, rainbow order using shirt color, or other traits. 
SAY • Although there can be good reasons to line up in a 

specific order, it’s important to remember that no 
trait can change how valuable a person is to God. 
Today we will hear what the Bible says about treating 
some people with more honor than other people. 

OPTION 2: My favorite things
Write the letter A on a sheet of paper and the letter B on 
a second sheet of paper. Tape each sheet on opposite walls 
in your space. Read a series of statements, instructing kids 
to run to one side of the room or the other based on their 
favorite things. Kids should stay on a given side until a 
statement requires them to move.

Suggestions:
• Run to A if your favorite color is green.
• Run to B if your favorite food is macaroni and 
cheese.

• Run to A if you like cats as pets.
• Run to B if your favorite movie is a cartoon.

SAY • It’s OK to have favorite foods, colors, or movies. 
However, today we will learn why it is not OK to 
play favorites with people. God wants us to treat 
everyone with love and respect, no matter what.

Transition to teach the story

LOW PREP

• paper
• markers
• tape
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as your kids arrive, and set it to 
end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters wearing hiking boots and a large backpack, and 
carrying a walking stick.]
LEADER • Hey, everyone! Welcome back to the trail head. 

As you may remember, my name is [your name], and 
my job is to train people and guide them through the 
process of hiking up the mountain here. It doesn’t 
matter who comes along wanting to climb the 
mountain, my job is to train and guide him the same 
as I would anyone else.

You know, in a way it reminds me of the church. 
No matter who comes to church, it is important that 
Christians treat him or her with honor and respect. 
One of the main purposes of the church is to train 
people and guide them in their walk with Jesus. You 
can’t do that very well if you treat people differently 
based on the way they look or dress or how much 
money they have. 

• countdown video

• leader attire

Teach the STORY

SESSION TITLE: The Church Showed Favoritism
BIBLE PASSAGE: James 2:1-13
MAIN POINT: James calls us to treat people with mercy because Jesus shows 

us mercy.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why does God want us to obey Him? Obedience 

is our response to God’s love for us.
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Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • You see, we’ve been learning that God loves 
everyone the same and sent Jesus to save all kinds of 
people. When we are saved by God, our lives change. 
God gave the church instructions to obey. Why 
does God want us to obey Him? Obedience is our 
response to God’s love for us.

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline or big story circle.
LEADER • Two weeks ago we learned about a time Peter was 

avoiding eating with the Gentiles. Paul wrote that 
we are saved through faith in Jesus alone, so there 
was no difference between Jew and Gentile believers.

Last week we learned about the church in Corinth 
and how they were arguing and letting the church be 
divided by differences. Paul wrote that Christians 
are joined together by faith in Jesus. When we 
focus on the truth of the gospel, differences won’t 
tear us apart. 

This week, we will hear about more problems the 
church faced. This time, we will learn what God 
thinks about treating some people better than others. 
Our story is called “The Church Showed Favoritism.”

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to James 2:1-13. Use the Bible storytelling 
tips on the Bible story page to help you tell the story, 
or show the Bible story video “The Church Showed 
Favoritism.”
LEADER • If you see a man or woman in fancy clothes walk 

into a room, it is easy to assume that person must 

• Giant Timeline or 
Big Story Circle

• Bibles
• “The Church Showed 

Favoritism” video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
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be very important and may have a very important 
job. If we see a person with shabby clothing, we 
might think that person is unimportant. We must 
remember though that just because we see a person 
as important or unimportant does not change how 
God sees a person. 

God loves all of us because we are all made in His 
image. He sent Jesus to die for the sins of every kind 
of person. Each person is equally important, to God. 
James said it would be a problem for the church to 
treat rich people better than poor people. That would 
make it seem as though God might value some 
people more than other people. That is wrong. 

God does not look at our outward appearances or 
the way we behave to determine who deserves His 
mercy and love; He gives us mercy and love freely. 
Our appearances or behavior could never be enough 
to earn God’s love. Jesus died on the cross to offer 
salvation to everyone. James calls us to treat people 
with mercy because Jesus shows us mercy.

Christ connection
LEADER • We have all sinned, and sin keeps us away from 

God. We could never earn salvation, so God made 
salvation a free gift to us through Jesus’ death and 
resurrection. Jesus took the punishment we deserved 
so that we can live forever with God.

When believers in the early church treated some 
people as better than others, James told them 
they were wrong. He reminded them that Jesus 
commanded believers to love one another. He has 
shown great mercy to us, so we can show mercy too.

Tip: Use Scripture 
and the guide 
provided to explain 
how to become a 
Christian. Make sure 
kids know when 
and where they can 
ask questions.
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Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together Galatians 2:20.
LEADER • Our big picture question is Why does God want 

us to obey Him? Obedience is our response to God’s 
love for us. When we read our key passage, we can 
see that our old sinful self has been put to death. 
Our life is now with Jesus, and it will never be taken 
from us. This is good news! We praise and obey God 
because He loves us and replaces our old lives with 
new lives.

Lead boys and girls in singing “Crucified with Christ.”

Discussion starter video (4 minutes) 

LEADER • Can you think of a time you were treated better 
than someone else? What about a time you were 
treated worse? Think about those times as you watch 
this video clip.

Show the “Unit 31, Session 3” discussion starter video. 
Discuss with kids what favoritism looks like. Who in the 
video showed favoritism? How does favoritism dishonor 
God?
LEADER • Until Jesus returns and gets rid of all the sin in 

the world, we will never live in a world without any 
favoritism. But people who come to church should 
not see Christians practicing favoritism. James calls 
us to treat people with mercy because Jesus shows 
us mercy.

It can be difficult to avoid showing favoritism. 
You may not get along well with some people. Some 
people may be mean to you. God still calls us to 
show love and respect to people we disagree with and 

• Key Passage Poster
• “Crucified with Christ” 

song

• “Unit 31, Session 3” 
discussion starter 
video
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people who are mean to us. God wants us to show 
love as Jesus showed love, even when it’s hard. 

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • As we have seen, many of the ways God tells us 
to live are difficult. Thankfully, we don’t have to live 
for God through our own power. We have the Holy 
Spirit. When we trust Jesus, He takes our lives and 
uses them to bring glory to God.

Sing together “Take My Life and Let It Be.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • God, thank You for showing mercy to all people. 

It is so hard for us to treat everyone with love and 
respect because we still live in a broken world. Help 
us to obey You out of love. Make our lives into 
wonderful signs of Your power to change people. 
Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• “Take My Life and Let It 
Be” song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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Apply the STORY

SESSION TITLE: The Church Showed Favoritism
BIBLE PASSAGE: James 2:1-13
MAIN POINT: James calls us to treat people with mercy because Jesus shows 

us mercy.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why does God want us to obey Him? Obedience 

is our response to God’s love for us.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Write each word or phrase of the key passage on a separate 
index card. Hide the cards around the room and encourage 
the kids to find them. Once kids have found all the cards, 
instruct the kids to place them in order and then read 
the verse together. You may sing the key passage song, 
“Crucified with Christ.”
SAY • Great job putting the key passage into order! Keep 

working to memorize our key passage. Memorizing 
scripture helps us carry God’s Word with us 
everywhere we go so we can obey it and share it 
with others. Why does God want us to obey Him? 
Obedience is our response to God’s love for us.

Bible story review & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Form two teams of kids. Alternate between teams asking 
one question at a time. Award one point to each team when 
they answer correctly. If a team answers incorrectly, allow 
the opposing team a chance to answer to win the point. 

After kids answer all the questions, tally the points and 
designate the winning team. Then announce that both 
teams will receive a prize, regardless of the point total. 

• Key Passage Poster
• “Crucified with Christ” 

song (optional)
• marker
• index cards

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Main Point Poster
• small prizes or 

individually wrapped 
candies

• Allergy Alert Download 
(optional)
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Questions:
1. What book of the Bible comes before James? 

(Hebrews)
2. James was a leader in what church? (the church in 

Jerusalem)
3. How did James communicate with believers far 

away? (He wrote a letter.)
4. What did James tell the believers not to do? (show 

favoritism, James 2:1)
5. What is favoritism? (Favoritism means “giving special 

treatment to a person or group.”)
6. Who does not show favoritism? (God does not show 

favoritism.)
7. What does God’s law say about how we treat others? 

(Love your neighbor as yourself, James 2:8)
8. How did God show us mercy? (He forgave our sins 

through His Son, Jesus.)
9. Why can we treat people with mercy? (James calls us 

to treat people with mercy because Jesus shows us 
mercy.)

10. Why does God want us to obey Him? Obedience 
is our response to God’s love for us.

SAY • In a way, this game probably felt very unfair. Only 
one team answered more questions correctly, but 
I chose to award each player on both teams with a 
small prize. But this is the way God treats us! We 
cannot earn His love, but He gives it to us anyway. 
God does not show favoritism. He loves us all.

James calls us to treat people with mercy 
because Jesus shows us mercy. We can choose to 
obey God and not show favoritism because Jesus died 
to give us new lives.

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)

 OPTION 1: Favoritism scenarios
Read the given scenarios to the kids and lead them to 
discuss how each might make them feel. Talk about ways to 
respond with obedience to God in each situation.

Suggested situations:
• Your teacher catches you and another student 
talking. He tells the other student to be quiet, but 
makes you sit out during recess as punishment.

• A new kid arrives at school. Her clothing looks 
ragged, and you think she smells a little funny. She 
asks to sit next to you at lunch.

• Your best friend starts spending more time with 
another kid in your class after that kid gave your best 
friend a really expensive birthday present.

• You feel like you always get in trouble for things that 
your little brother gets away with.

• You win a special prize that means you get to eat 
lunch with your favorite movie star. You can invite 
one friend, but you have two friends who each want 
to go.

• Your dad is the coach of your sports team, and he 
always lets you pick what position you want to play. 

SAY • Some of those situations would be really hard to go 
through. It can be hard to obey God and not show 
favoritism, but we know that Jesus gives us new life 
when we believe in Him. James calls us to treat 
people with mercy because Jesus shows us mercy.

OPTION 2: Rich and fancy
Provide costumes or clothing that represents wealth and 
status. Consider including purple robes, play jewels, or 

LOW PREP

• costumes or clothing 
that represents wealth 
and status
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plastic crowns. Allow the kids to take turns dressing as a 
rich or royal person. Discuss what it feels like to pretend 
you have lots of money or power. Then discuss where our 
true value comes from—God’s love for us as His creations.
SAY • James calls us to treat people with mercy because 

Jesus shows us mercy. When we see a person dressed 
in fancy clothing, we often want to treat them as 
very special. It’s good to be nice to people and treat 
them with love, but if you treat some people nicer 
than you treat others, you are disobeying God. Why 
does God want us to obey Him? Obedience is our 
response to God’s love for us. 

Journal and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute each child’s journal. Ask the kids to write about 
or draw a picture to answer the following questions:

• What does this story teach me about God or about 
the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story? 

Make sure each child secures this week’s sheet in the journal, 
and then collect them. Keep the journals in the classroom 
so they will be available every week or as often as you wish 
to use them.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray for your group.

• pencils and crayons
• Journal Page
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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