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UNIT 31
Session 3

Leader BIBLE STUDY

During Jesus’ earthly ministry, many Jews struggled to 
believe that Jesus was indeed the Messiah, the Son of God. 
This included James, Jesus’ half-brother. But after Jesus’ 
crucifixion and resurrection, Jesus appeared to James, and 
at last James believed. James later became the leader of 
the church in Jerusalem—a vital role in the early, growing 
church. 
 
The early church was comprised mostly of Jewish believers. 
That makes sense because of the church’s origin in Israel 
but also because that was the mission Jesus gave: start with 
the Jews and spread out from there. James wrote a letter to 
these Jewish believers who were scattered around the region, 

Use Week of:

The Church Showed Favoritism

BIBLE PASSAGE: James 2:1-13
MAIN POINT: James tells us to love others because Jesus loves us.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why does God want us to obey Him? We obey 

because God loves us.

INTRODUCE THE STORY
(15–20 MINUTES)
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TEACH THE STORY
(10–15 MINUTES)
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EXPERIENCE THE STORY 
(20–25 MINUTES)
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Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

helping them understand how their new faith in Jesus 
should frame how they live. 
 
James told his fellow believers that one way they could live 
out the gospel was by not showing favoritism. James used 
an example of how a church might show favoritism to a 
wealthy man over a poor man who came to a meeting. 
 
The natural response might be to treat the wealthy man 
better, but James told the believers that God does not show 
favoritism. God has treated all people—rich and poor—the 
same: generously with the gospel. God’s kindness toward 
us should cause us to want to treat others with similar love, 
generosity, and equality. 
 
This week’s session is a great follow-up to last week’s. Some 
of your preschoolers may think that being united is just a 
matter of getting along with one another and not fighting. 
But God’s heart is for us to be united far more deeply. Help 
your preschoolers see that the gospel should compel them 
to treat one another in the same way—with the same love, 
mercy, and grace shown to us by Jesus.
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The Church Showed Favoritism
James 2:1-13

The early church had many leaders. One of these 
leaders was James. James was Jesus’ younger brother, the 
son of Mary and Joseph, and he was a leader at the church 
in Jerusalem.

James wrote a letter to other believers. He told them 
how they should live. People who trust in Jesus should be 
different than people who do not believe in Jesus. They 
should do good and right things because they trust in Him.

James said, “People who believe in Jesus should not 
show favoritism.” That means they should not treat some 
people better than they treat other people. They should 
treat everyone the same.

James said, “If someone with lots of money and fancy 
clothes comes to church, do not treat him better than 
other people. Do not give the rich man a seat and tell the 
poor man to stand or sit on the floor.”

God does not have favorites. He does not treat rich 
people better than poor people. God has a place in His 
family for everyone who loves Him.

God says to love other people like you love yourself. If 
you treat some people with kindness but you are unkind 
to other people, you are not obeying God.

James told the believers to be kind to people who do 
not deserve kindness because God showed kindness to 
us when we did not deserve it. We were sinners, but God 
sent Jesus to rescue us.

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Use actors: Enlist a 
volunteer to dress up 
in fancy clothes. Enlist 
another volunteer to 
dress in ragged and 
tattered clothing. 
Arrange for them to 
enter the room at the 
appropriate moment in 
the Bible story. 

• Chairs and floors: 
Provide chairs for half 
the preschoolers to sit in 
while you tell the Bible 
story. The remaining 
children will sit on the 
floor. Tell the story again 
while the preschoolers 
who were on the floor 
are now in chairs and 
the children who were 
in chairs are now on 
the floor. 

The BIBLE STORY
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Christ Connection: James said treating some people better 
than others is the wrong thing to do. Jesus said people who 
follow Him should love one another. Jesus showed kindness to 
us, so we can show kindness to others.

WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S WORD? 
GET 

MORE!

Invite preschoolers 
to check out this 

week’s devotionals 
to discover how 
God’s Word can 

help them grow in 
the gospel. Order 
in bulk, subscribe 

quarterly, or purchase 
individually. For 

more information, 
check out 

www.lifeway.com/
devotionals.
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Introduce THE STORY

SESSION TITLE: The Church Showed Favoritism
BIBLE PASSAGE: James 2:1-13
MAIN POINT: James tells us to love others because Jesus loves us.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why does God want us to obey Him? We obey 

because God loves us.

Welcome time
Play the unit theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Lead children to circle the item that is different in each row.
SAY • Good job deciding what was different! Did you know 

that people who trust in Jesus live differently than 
people who do not trust in Jesus? Let’s listen for how 
believers should be different in today’s Bible story.

Decide what is good and right
Tape a sheet of red paper and a sheet of green paper on 
opposite walls. Explain to preschoolers that you will call out 
an action. If preschoolers think the action is good and right, 
they should move to the green paper. If preschoolers think 
the action is wrong, they should move to the red paper. Use 
the following actions or create your own: 

• Taking something that does not belong to you
• Sharing your dessert with a friend

• “Take My Life and Let It 
Be” song

• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert download
• favorite toys related to 

the Bible story theme

• “Which Is Different?” 
activity page, 
1 per child

• pencils or crayons

• green and red 
construction paper 

• tape

LOW PREP
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• Saying you are sorry when you do something wrong
• Pushing someone who is in your way
• Saying “no” when a teacher asks you to do something

SAY • What about treating some people better than other 
people? [Allow preschoolers to move to a side.] That 
is called favoritism, and it is wrong. In today’s Bible 
story, James wrote that people who believe in Jesus 
should not show favoritism. They should treat 
everyone the same. Listen to hear what else James 
had to say in our Bible story.

Make a favorite color chart
Before the session, write Our Favorite Colors at the top of 
a large sheet of paper. On the left side of the paper, make 
a row for each of the following colors: brown, purple, red, 
orange, yellow, green, blue, black, and pink. Write the name 
of each color with that color marker. 

Give each preschooler an index card and a marker. 
Invite her to draw a picture of herself. When her picture is 
completed, provide tape and guide the preschooler to tape 
her picture on the row for her favorite color. Comment on 
how many preschoolers like each color.
SAY • We all have favorite things. You might even have 

favorite people. Today’s Bible story will answer the 
question, Does God have favorites? Let’s find out.

Transition to teach the story
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, flip off the 
lights, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 
Invite preschoolers to tell you the name of their favorite 
book as they move to Bible study.

• large sheet of paper 
• brown, purple, red, 

orange, yellow, green, 
blue, black, pink 
markers

• index cards, 1 per child
• scissors
• tape

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Introduce the Bible story
Ask preschoolers to tell you their favorite flavor ice cream.
SAY • Having a favorite ice cream flavor is OK, but 

showing favoritism with people is not. Favoritism is 
treating some people better than other people.

Watch or tell the Bible story
Place a bookmark at James 2 in your Bible. Invite a 
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • The Bible is God’s Word. God talks to us through the 

Bible, and everything He says is true. Today’s Bible 
story comes from the Book of James in the New 
Testament.

Show the video or tell the Bible story using the provided 
storytelling helps. Use the bolded version of the Bible story 
for young preschoolers.

Talk about the Bible story
SAY • James tells us to love others because Jesus loves us. 

James said treating some people better than others is 
the wrong thing to do. God does not have favorites. 
God has a place in His family for everyone who 
trusts in Him. 

.

• Bible 
• bookmark
• “The Church Showed 

Favoritism” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

Teach THE STORY

SESSION TITLE: The Church Showed Favoritism
BIBLE PASSAGE: James 2:1-13
MAIN POINT: James tells us to love others because Jesus loves us.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why does God want us to obey Him? We obey 

because God loves us.
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Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline or big 
story circle as you ask the following review questions:

1. Should believers in Jesus live differently or the same 
as people who do not believe? (differently) 

2. What does favoritism mean? (treating some people 
better than other people) 

3. Does God have favorites? (No, God has a place in His 
family for everyone who loves Him.) 

4. Are you obeying God if you are kind to some people 
but are unkind to others? (no) 

5. Why should we show kindness to people who do not 
deserve it? (because God showed kindness to us when we 
did not deserve it) 

Learn the big picture question
SAY • Our big picture question asks, Why does God want 

us to obey Him? We obey because God loves us. 
People who trust in Jesus should be different than 
people who do not believe in Jesus. God showed us 
how much He loves us when He sent Jesus. We do 
good and right things because we trust in Jesus.

Practice the key passage 
Open your Bible to Galatians 2:20. Read the key passage 
aloud several times. Sing together the key passage song, 
“F-A-I-T-H.”
SAY • Our key passage tells us that Jesus gave up His life to 

rescue us from sin. Jesus showed kindness to us even 
though we did not deserve it. We can show kindness 
to all people like Jesus showed kindness to us.

Transition to experience the story

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Key Passage Poster
• “F-A-I-T-H” song
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Experience THE STORY

SESSION TITLE: The Church Showed Favoritism 
BIBLE PASSAGE: James 2:1-13
MAIN POINT: James tells us to love others because Jesus loves us.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why does God want us to obey Him? We obey 

because God loves us.

Play a sit, floor, stand game 
Set out a chair for each preschooler. Invite preschoolers 
to stand beside their chair. Explain that you will call out a 
word, and preschoolers must do the corresponding action. 

• Sit: sit on the chair
• Stand: stand beside the chair
• Floor: sit on the floor beside the chair

Call out the actions in different order and speeds.
SAY • James wrote, “Do not give the rich man a seat and 

tell the poor man to stand or sit on the floor.” James 
said treating some people better than others is the 
wrong thing to do. James tells us to love others 
because Jesus loves us. Jesus said people who follow 
Him should love one another. 

Play musical chairs 
Set out one less chair than the number of preschoolers in 
your group. Arrange the chairs in a circle facing outward. 
Invite preschoolers to walk around the chairs in a single-
file line as music plays. When the music stops, all the 
preschoolers should find a chair. The child who does not 
have a chair may choose a friend to sit with. Play again as 
time allows. 
SAY • This game reminds me of God’s family. Nobody gets 

• chairs, 1 per child

LOW PREP

• chairs 
• “Take My Life and Let It 

Be” song (optional)
• “F-A-I-T-H” song

LOW PREP
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left out. God has a place in His family for everyone 
who loves Him. James tells us to love others 
because Jesus loves us. Jesus showed kindness to us, 
so we can show kindness to others.

Write in salt
Cover the bottom of a few trays with a thin layer of salt. 
Invite a preschooler to practice writing in the salt with 
the eraser end of an unsharpened pencil. Show her how to 
gently shake the tray to erase her work. Line the bottom of 
white trays with a sheet of construction paper before filling 
it with salt so preschoolers will be able to see their work. 
SAY • James wrote a letter to other believers. He told them 

how they should live. James tells us to love others 
because Jesus loves us. James said treating some 
people better than others is the wrong thing to do. 
Jesus said people who follow Him should love one 
another. Jesus showed kindness to us, so we can show 
kindness to others.

Play dress-up 
Set out an assortment of dress-up clothes. Be sure to include 
some clothes that are fancy and others that are ragged. If 
children gravitate toward the fancier clothes, be sure to 
remind them of the truths of today’s Bible story. 
SAY • James said, “If someone with lots of money and fancy 

clothes comes to church, do not treat him better 
than other people.” Treating some people better than 
others is the wrong thing to do. James tells us to 
love others because Jesus loves us. Jesus showed 
kindness to us, so we can show kindness to others.

• small trays 
• salt 
• unsharpened pencils 

with erasers (optional)
• construction paper 

(optional) 

• fancy dress-up clothes
• ragged dress-up 

clothes
• mirrors
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Sort clothing to donate
Contact preschoolers’ parents before the session. Ask 
parents to send their child to class with clothing to donate 
to a local clothes closet for families in need. If asking 
for donations is not an option, simply bring a variety of 
clothing items from your home for preschoolers to sort. 
Preschoolers may sort by type of clothing, color of clothing, 
or size of clothing. Provide a laundry basket or bags for 
preschoolers to place the clothes into as they sort. 
SAY • Whether someone has very nice clothes or old, 

worn-out clothes should make no difference in how 
we treat him. God does not treat rich people better 
than poor people. God has a place in His family 
for everyone who loves Him. James tells us to love 
others because Jesus loves us. People who follow 
Jesus should love one another. Jesus showed kindness 
to us, so we can show kindness to others.

• donated clothing
• laundry baskets or bags

Tip: Be sensitive to 
children who may 
receive clothing 
from these sources.
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Snack
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Guide preschoolers to clean their areas. Take a restroom 
break and wash hands. Gather preschoolers for snack time. 
Thank God for the snack. 

Serve “fancy” cookies and “plain” cookies for snack. Ask 
preschoolers which cookies they like better. Explain that 
sometimes people look fancy and sometimes people look 
plain, but we should treat all people the same. Remind 
preschoolers that James tells us to love others because 
Jesus loves us. Jesus showed kindness to us, so we can show 
kindness to others.

Transition 
When a child finishes his snack, guide him to throw away 
any trash. He may select a book or puzzle to examine, play 
quietly with play dough or a favorite toy, or color the Bible 
story coloring page.

Offer the journal page and invite preschoolers to draw 
a picture of a way they can show kindness to someone. 
Remind preschoolers that Jesus said people who follow Him 
should love one another. Jesus showed kindness to us, so we 
can show kindness to others. Pray for the children.
SAY • God, thank You for showing kindness to us even 

though we do not deserve it. We are sinners, and You 
sent Jesus to rescue us. Help us to love others and 
show them kindness. Amen.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert download
• snack food
• paper cups and napkins 

• books
• puzzles 
• play dough 
• Journal Page printable, 

1 per child 
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page
• crayons
• Big Picture Cards for 

Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and 
Preschoolers
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