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Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Unit 31 • Session 3
The God Who Leads

UNIT 31
SESSION 3 

THE CHURCH SHOWED 
FAVORITISM
BIBLE PASSAGE: James 2:1-13
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 2:20
MAIN POINT: God helps us obey Him.

The Bible Story

James 2:1-13

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
James was a teacher and one of Jesus’ followers. James wrote an important 
message for believers. James said, “If someone with lots of money and fancy 
clothes comes to church, do not treat him better than other people. Do 
not give him the best seat and tell a poor man to sit on the floor! God says 
to love other people. If you treat some people with kindness but you are 
unkind to other people, you are not obeying God. God loved you and sent 
Jesus to rescue you, so love other people like Jesus loves you.”

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 * James wrote a letter to the believers.
 * James said to treat all people with kindness.
 * Jesus loves us, so we can love others.
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Babies Activities

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 
James 2. Show the Bible story picture as you say the Gospel Gems 
in a soothing voice. Read the key passage card. 
SAY: GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM by giving us the Bible. In the Bible, 
James wrote a letter to the believers. Jesus loves us, so we can love 
others. [Pray for the babies.]

SING A SONG
Sing to the tune of “The Farmer in the Dell”:
“ God helps us obey Him, God helps us obey Him! 
We love the Lord and obey Him. 
Oh, God helps us obey Him!”

SAY: When we love Jesus, GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM. Jesus loves us, 
so we can love others and treat them with kindness.

STAND AND SIT
Gently support a baby under his arms as you sit with him on your 
lap, facing you. Smile and say “stand” as you help him push to his 
feet. Smile and say “sit” as you help him sit. Be mindful of his cues 
so he does not get too tired.
SAY: James wrote a letter to the believers. He said not to treat rich 
people better than other people by giving them the best seat. James 
said to treat all people with kindness. GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM.

PLAY WITH FAVORITE TOYS
Provide favorite toys for babies to play with. Encourage babies to 
play together with gentle hands and take turns. 
SAY: GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM. Jesus loves us, so we can love others.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Read the key passage 
card. Open your Bible to James 2. Show the Bible story picture as 
you tell the Bible story. Say the Main Point and Gospel Gems. Pray.

MAKE RICH AND POOR ART
Fold a red paper in half and cut out a heart shape for each toddler. 
Print the “Rich Man, Poor Man” printable and cut out the figures 
so each toddler has one of each. Point out the differences between 
the two people. Help toddlers glue them to the same heart. Write 
the Main Point on each toddler’s artwork.
SAY: James said to treat all people—rich or poor—with kindness. 
Jesus loves us, so we can love others. GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM.

PLAY MUSICAL CHAIRS
Place carpet squares in a circle with one fewer square than there are 
toddlers. Play music and invite toddlers to walk around the circle. 
When the music stops, guide toddlers to sit on a square (or sit 
quickly if you do not have squares). The child who does not have a 
square may sit with a friend. Play again as time allows. 
SAY: Jesus loves us, so we can love others. GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM.

HIGH-FIVE A FRIEND
Invite toddlers to stand up. Call out two names and invite those 
friends to high-five. Make sure each child high-fives a friend.
SAY: Jesus loves us, so we can love others. GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM.

TAKE A TASTE SURVEY
Post an allergy alert. Provide green, red, and yellow apple slices for 
toddlers to taste. Invite toddlers to show you which is their favorite.
SAY: It is OK to have a favorite food. James said to treat all people 
with kindness, not just our favorite. GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM.
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Bonus Teaching Hour

THE CHURCH SHOWED FAVORITISM
BIBLE PASSAGE: James 2:1-13
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 2:20
MAIN POINT: God helps us obey Him.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: PLAY DOUGH HEARTS
Provide play dough, heart-shaped cookie cutters, rolling pins, and 
other play dough utensils. Invite toddlers to make play dough 
hearts. Talk about how hearts make us think of love.
SAY: James wrote a letter to believers. James said to treat all people 
with kindness. It is not always easy to be kind and loving, but GOD 

HELPS US OBEY HIM. 

PLAY DRESS-UP
Provide fancy dress-up clothes (lacy tutus, toy jewels, fancy hats) 
and old but clean dress-up clothes (paint-stained clean shirts, old 
shoes, and faded clothing). If children are drawn to the fancier 
clothes, ask why they do not want to play with the other clothes.
SAY: James wrote a letter to believers. He said God did not want 
believers to treat some people like they were more important. James 
said to treat all people with kindness. GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM.

SORT JEWELS AND COINS
Provide play money coins and large plastic jewels for toddlers to 
sort. Talk about what they could buy with these riches.
SAY: God gives us good gifts. The most important gift is Jesus. Jesus 
loves us, so we can love others. GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible 
story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.
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