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UNIT 30
Session 5

Leader BIBLE STUDY

Paul and Silas had been released from prison in Philippi 
(FIH lih pigh). Before leaving the city, they met with 
believers at Lydia’s house and encouraged them. Then they 
traveled to Thessalonica and stopped at the synagogue to 
explain to the Jews that Jesus is the Messiah. A large number 
of Greeks and influential women believed in Jesus.

Before long, Jews in the city became jealous and forced Paul 
and Silas out of the city. Even though the Jews opposed 
Paul’s preaching, the number of believers in Thessalonica 
grew and the church there was established.

Use Week of:

Paul Preached in Europe

BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 17:16-34
MAIN POINT: Paul taught the people in Athens that the one true God sent 

Jesus to be the Savior.
KEY PASSAGE: Acts 1:8
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How do people hear about Jesus? God uses 

Christians to tell others about Jesus so they may repent and be saved.

INTRODUCE THE STORY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 190

TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 192

APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 198
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Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Paul made his way through Berea, where people heard the 
gospel and believed. The Jews from Thessalonica followed 
him and caused trouble, so Paul went to Athens. Athens—
about 200 miles from Berea—was a cultural center. People 
in Athens loved to hear about and study the latest ideas. 
The Jews and the philosophers in the city were interested 
in what Paul had to say, but Paul was troubled by what he 
saw. Athens was full of idols to every kind of god. There was 
even an altar to an unknown god.

The people obviously had a religious desire. Paul knew that 
their hunger for God could be satisfied—in Jesus. Paul 
began preaching, telling the people that they worshiped a 
god they did not know. He said that people can know God! 
God made the world and everything in it! “We ought not 
to think that God is like gold or silver or stone, an image 
formed by the art and imagination of man,” Paul said.

Then Paul told them about Jesus and how God wanted 
them to turn away from their sins. Some people made fun 
of Paul, but others believed. Paul explained God’s plan 
of salvation. God is not like the Greek idols. Only God 
deserves our worship! Because Jesus took the punishment 
for our sin, we can know God.
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Paul Preached in Europe
Acts 17:16-34

Paul had been traveling from place to place, sharing 
the gospel. When Paul got to Athens, he was upset by 
what he saw. The people there did not worship the one 
true God. Instead, they worshiped many idols. Paul talked 
with the people who lived in Athens and told them the 
good news about Jesus and the resurrection.

The men asked Paul to explain what he was talking 
about. So Paul met with them and said, “Men of Athens, 
I can see that you are very religious. I saw in your city 
an altar that said: ‘TO AN UNKNOWN GOD.’ You 
worship a god that you do not know. This is the God I 
want to tell you about.”

So Paul told the people about the one true God. 
He explained that God made everything, and that He is 
bigger than man-made temples. God is not like the idols 
in Athens. He is not made of gold, silver, or stone. God 
does not need anything, and He is not far away. Paul also 
said that God wants everyone in the world to repent, to 
turn away from their sin and turn to Him. God made all 
people, and they should all look to Him.

Paul said, “One day, God is going to judge the world 
in a way that is right. He has chosen Jesus to do this, and 
He proved this by raising Jesus from the dead!”

When the people heard about Jesus being raised 
from the dead, some of them laughed. But some of them 
wanted to hear more later. So Paul went away from their 
meeting. However, some people joined Paul, and they 
believed in Jesus.

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Use props: Display 
play dough figures or 
various sizes of boxes 
to simulate a collection 
of idols.

• Display art: Search 
online for images of 
idols from ancient 
Athens. Show kids what 
Paul might have seen as 
he entered the city.

The BIBLE STORY
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Christ Connection: The men of Athens worshiped a false 
god whom they did not know. Paul explained to the men God’s 
plan of salvation. He said that God is not like the Greek idols. 
Only God deserves our worship! Paul talked about Jesus and the 
resurrection. All people can know God because Jesus took the 
punishment for sin that separates people from God.

WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S WORD? 
GET 

BIBLE EXPRESS!

Invite kids to check 
out this week’s 
devotionals to 

discover how God’s 
Word can help 

them grow in the 
gospel. Order in 
bulk, subscribe 

quarterly, or purchase 
individually. For 

more information, 
check out 

www.lifeway.com/
devotionals.
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Introduce the STORY

SESSION TITLE: Paul Preached in Europe
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 17:16-34
MAIN POINT: Paul taught the people in Athens that the one true God sent 

Jesus to be the Savior.
KEY PASSAGE: Acts 1:8
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How do people hear about Jesus? God uses 

Christians to tell others about Jesus so they may repent and be saved.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to describe who they 
know the best. Who knows them the best?

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete “Better and Better” on the activity 
page. Kids should list or draw a picture of the five most 
important things to them.
SAY •  What is most important to you? How do you 

decide if one thing is better than another? The Bible 
story we will hear today is about some people who 
worshiped many idols. The apostle Paul told them 
that they were worshiping the wrong thing. He told 
them about someone who is better.

Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Statue tag
Clear the area of obstacles and designate boundaries for 
where kids may move. Choose one player to be It. The rest 
of the kids should spread out around the room. Give It an 

• “Better and Better” 
activity page, 1 per kid

• pencils or markers

• cone, marker, or similar 
object

LOW PREP
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object to pretend is a flashlight (cone, marker, or so forth).
Explain that It is the investigator, and the rest of the kids 

are statues. The statues should not let the investigator catch 
them moving. The investigator will move slowly around the 
room, pointing his “flashlight” at the statues.

If he “shines” the flashlight on a player and that player 
moves, the player must name a book of the Bible before 
returning to the game. Encourage kids who are statues to be 
sneaky when moving around so they don’t get caught.
SAY • That was fun! We know that statues don’t move or 

touch each other or make noise. In today’s Bible 
story, we are going to hear about some people who 
worshiped statues, or idols, that they made out of 
gold, silver, or wood. Paul told these people about 
Jesus. Let’s find out more.

OPTION 2: Did you know?
Give each kid a pencil and an index card. Instruct each kid 
to write her name at the top of the index card and then list 
three facts about herself. (Examples: I was born in California 
or I have three brothers and sisters.)

Collect the cards. Read the three facts and challenge kids 
to guess whose name is on the card.
SAY • How well did you know your classmates? Today’s 

Bible story is about some people who worshiped a 
false god they did not know, but Paul told them they 
could know the one true God.

Transition to teach the story

• index cards
• pencils
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as your kids arrive, and set it to 
end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters wearing a white outfit: white pants, white shirt 
or jacket, and a white hat. Leader is carrying a blanket or 
winter gloves.]
LEADER • Hello, everyone! [Your name] here. Thanks for 

joining me today. I’ve already told you about the 
Pacific Ocean, Southern Ocean, and Indian Ocean.

Can anyone guess which ocean I visited most 
recently? I’ll give you a hint: It’s not the Atlantic! 
[Allow kids to respond.] I visited the Arctic Ocean! It 
is located around the North Pole and is the smallest 
of the world’s oceans. A lot of the Arctic Ocean is 
covered in ice for most of the year, and it is home to 
walruses and whales. Did you know that the name 
Arctic comes from the Greek word arktikos, which 
means “northern”? Speaking of things that are Greek, 
today’s Bible story is about a city Paul visited in 
Greece. This city is called Athens. Let’s dive in!

• countdown video

• leader attire
• blanket or winter gloves

Teach the STORY

SESSION TITLE: Paul Preached in Europe
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 17:16-34
MAIN POINT: Paul taught the people in Athens that the one true God sent 

Jesus to be the Savior.
KEY PASSAGE: Acts 1:8
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How do people hear about Jesus? God uses 

Christians to tell others about Jesus so they may repent and be saved.
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Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • I’m going to ask our big picture question, and 
you say the answer. How do people hear about 
Jesus? [Let kids respond.] God uses Christians to tell 
others about Jesus so they may repent and be saved. 
God used Christians like Paul to tell others about 
Jesus, and He can use us, too.

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline or big story circle.
LEADER • The stories we have been learning about showed 

some of the places Paul traveled as a missionary. First, 
the Holy Spirit sent Paul and Barnabas to tell Jews 
and Gentiles about Jesus. 

Then, Paul went on a second missionary journey 
with his friend Silas. Paul and Silas told the jailer, 
“Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved.”

Today’s Bible story is called “Paul Preached in 
Europe.” Let’s listen to find out who Paul talked to 
and what he told them.

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Acts 17:16-34. Use the Bible 
storytelling tips on the Bible story page to help you tell 
the story, or show the Bible story video “Paul Preached in 
Europe.”
LEADER • Paul’s time in Europe started out like a lot of his 

other visits to new places. He went to the synagogue 
where Jews went to worship God, and he told people 
there that Jesus is God’s Son. Did the Jews believe 
him? Some of them did, but many did not. Those 
who didn’t believe were angry, and they caused 

• Giant Timeline or 
Big Story Circle

• Bibles
• “Paul Preached in 

Europe” video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
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trouble for Paul. So he went on to another place.
When Paul got to Athens, he was upset by what he 

saw. Athens was a very important city in Paul’s day. 
The people in Athens loved to hear new ideas and 
think deep thoughts, but the people did not worship 
the one true God. Paul saw that the city was full of 
idols! The people created things out of gold or silver 
or stone, and they worshiped them as if they were 
gods. 

Nothing created by human hands deserves to be 
worshiped. Only the Lord—the one true God—
deserves our worship.

Paul taught the people in Athens that the one 
true God sent Jesus to be the Savior. He taught the 
people that God wanted them to turn away from 
their sins. He told them that Jesus died on a cross 
and then came alive again. Some people believed, but 
some people laughed at Paul!

Christ connection
LEADER • The men of Athens worshiped a false god whom 

they did not know. Paul explained to the men God’s 
plan of salvation. He said that God is not like the 
Greek idols. Only God deserves our worship! Paul 
talked about Jesus and the resurrection.

All people can know God because Jesus took the 
punishment for sin that separates people from God. 
When we trust in Him, Jesus takes away our sin and 
the Holy Spirit helps us know the one true God.

Note: You may use 
this opportunity to 
use Scripture and 
the guide provided 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids 
know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.
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Key passage (5 minutes)

Invite any kids who have memorized the key passage to 
recite it from memory. Then display the key passage poster. 
Ask all of the girls to read it aloud, and then ask the boys.
LEADER • Who said these words? (Jesus) To whom was Jesus 

speaking? (His disciples) When did Jesus keep His 
promise to send the Holy Spirit? (at Pentecost)

The early Christians faced persecution in 
Jerusalem, so they scattered to other areas. Because 
this happened, they were able to take the gospel to 
Judea and Samaria—and beyond! Let’s sing.

Lead boys and girls in singing “To the End of the Earth.”

Discussion starter video (4 minutes) 

LEADER • Paul taught the people in Athens that the one 
true God sent Jesus to be the Savior. The people 
worshiped many idols, but Paul told them about the 
one true God. Only He deserves to be worshiped. 
We probably don’t worship idols of wood or stone 
today, but anything or anyone we treat as more 
important than God is an idol. Check this out.

Show the “Unit 30, Session 5” discussion starter video. 
Then lead kids to discuss the following questions:

• Who should the cupcakes really have been amazed 
by?

• In the Bible story today, who were the Romans 
worshiping?

• What things besides God do some people worship 
today?

LEADER • God calls us to stand strong in what we know is 
true and to tell others about Jesus.

• Key Passage Poster
• “To the End of the 

Earth” song

• “Unit 30, Session 5” 
discussion starter 
video
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Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • Paul dedicated his life to making Jesus known. 
Let’s sing and celebrate how we get to join in the 
mission of lifting up His name. 

Sing together “A Mission from Above.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • God, thank You for Your Word. Through the 

Bible, we get to know You more. You are a God who 
knows us, and we are thankful that we can know 
You. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• “A Mission from Above” 
song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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Apply the STORY

SESSION TITLE: Paul Preached in Europe 
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 17:16-34
MAIN POINT: Paul taught the people in Athens that the one true God sent 

Jesus to be the Savior.
KEY PASSAGE: Acts 1:8
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How do people hear about Jesus? God uses 

Christians to tell others about Jesus so they may repent and be saved.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Instruct kids to sit in a circle. Display the key passage poster 
and guide boys and girls to say the key passage together. 
Then hide the poster and choose one kid to begin. She 
should say the first word of the key passage. Then the kid to 
her left should say the next word.

Continue around the circle. If a kid can’t remember the 
next word, begin the key passage again. Continue around 
the circle as time allows.
SAY • Only God deserves our worship! Paul talked about 

Jesus and the resurrection. All people can know 
God because Jesus took the punishment for sin that 
separates people from God. God gives believers the 
Holy Spirit, and He gives us power to share the 
gospel with the whole world.

Bible story review & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Guide boys and girls to open their Bibles to Acts 17. 
Challenge them to name as many New Testament books 
in order as they can, beginning with the Book of Matthew. 
Point out that the Book of Acts is the fifth book in the New 
Testament.

• Key Passage Poster

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Main Point Poster
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Remind kids that the Book of Acts shows how the Holy 
Spirit worked in the lives of those in the early church. It 
also shows how the good news of Jesus spread from Jews to 
Gentiles, and from Jerusalem to all the world.

Ask the following review questions. Encourage kids to 
refer to Acts 17:16-33. When kids find the answer, they 
should stand. Wait for several kids to stand before calling on 
one of them to answer.

1. What did Paul see in Athens that made him upset? 
(The people there worshiped many idols; Acts 17:16)

2. What did Paul point out was written on one of the 
Athenians’ altars? (TO AN UNKNOWN GOD, 
Acts 17:23)

3. What are some things Paul said are true about God? 
(God made everything;, He is bigger than man-made 
temples; He is not made of gold, silver, or stone; He does 
not need anything; He is not far away; Acts 17:24-29)

4. What did Paul say God would do one day? (judge the 
world through Jesus, Acts 17:31)

5. How do people hear about Jesus? God uses 
Christians to tell others about Jesus so they may 
repent and be saved.

SAY • Paul taught the people in Athens that the one true 
God sent Jesus to be the Savior. He told them that 
God wants them to repent, or turn away from their 
sins. Paul also said that God had raised Jesus from 
the dead. Some people made fun of Paul, but others 
believed.

Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: The known God
Form groups of three or four kids. Give each group a piece 

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.

• paper
• pencils
• Bibles

LOW PREP
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of paper and a pencil. Instruct groups to designate one 
person in the group to be the writer. The writer should list 
the letters of the alphabet down the side of the paper. 

Challenge kids to work together to make a list of things 
they know about God. Encourage kids to refer to the Bible 
for ideas. Suggest kids list names for God, descriptions of 
God, or things God has done. Letters are intended to be 
prompts; kids do not need to fill them all. After several 
minutes, invite groups to share their lists.

Example descriptions: Almighty, Creator, Deliverer, 
eternal, faithful, good, love, Provider, unchanging, wise.
SAY • We’ve learned so much about God! God is not a 

far-off stranger. In the Bible story we heard today, 
the men of Athens worshiped a false god whom they 
did not know. Paul explained to the men God’s plan 
of salvation. He said that God is not like the Greek 
idols. Only God deserves our worship!

Paul talked about Jesus and the resurrection. 
All people can know God because Jesus took the 
punishment for sin that separates people from God. 
We can know God more by reading the Bible, God’s 
Word.

OPTION 2: Create with dough
Invite kids to create something with modeling clay or play 
dough. As they work, invite them to talk about what they 
are creating. Point out that as they shape the clay, they are 
the creator and the dough figure is the creation.

Ask the following questions:
• Are the figures you created alive? (no)
• Do the figures you created have any power? (no)
• Do the figures you created deserve our worship? (no)

Option: Review 
the gospel with 
boys and girls. 
Explain that kids are 
welcome to speak 
with you or another 
teacher if they have 
questions.

• air dry modeling clay or 
play dough
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SAY • The people in Athens did not worship the Lord. They 
worshiped many idols, things that were created by 
human hands. Paul taught the people in Athens 
that the one true God sent Jesus to be the Savior. 
God uses Christians to tell others about Jesus so 
they may repent and be saved.

Journal and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute journal pages and pencils. Guide kids to think 
about and answer the questions listed on the page:

• What does this story teach me about God or the 
gospel?

• What does the story teach me about myself?
• Are there any commands in this story to obey? How 
are they for God’s glory and my good?

• Are there any promises in this story to remember? 
How do they help me trust and love God?

• How does this story help me to live on mission 
better?

As kids journal, invite them to share their ideas. Then lead 
the kids in a time of prayer.

Pray for people who do not know Jesus as Lord and 
Savior. Ask God for opportunities to tell others the good 
news about Jesus. Ask Him to open their eyes and ears and 
hearts to receive the gospel. Praise God for sending Jesus to 
save us from our sins and change our hearts so we want to 
worship Him.

As time allows, lead kids to complete “Did You Know?” 
on the activity page. Kids should circle the statements they 
already knew and put a checkmark next to statements they 
did not know were true.

• pencils
• Journal Page
• “Did You Know?” 

activity page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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