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Unit 28
Session 4

Leader BIBLE STUDY

The believers in the early church faced intense persecution. 
After Stephen was killed, Jesus’ followers at the church in 
Jerusalem scattered; however, they did not stop talking 
about Jesus. They continued to share the good news. One 
man, Philip, took the gospel to Samaria. The crowds there 
listened and believed, and they had great joy.

In today’s Bible story, Philip was instructed by an angel of 
the Lord to go to a certain road in the desert. Philip obeyed. 
The Spirit led Philip to a chariot, where an Ethiopian 
official was reading the Scriptures from the prophet Isaiah. 
The Ethiopian man did not understand what he was 
reading, so Philip explained it to him.

Use Week of:

The Ethiopian Official Believed

BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 8:26-40
MAIN POINT: The Holy Spirit told Philip to tell the Ethiopian man 

about Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What does the Holy Spirit do? The Holy Spirit 

helps Christians follow Jesus.

INTRODUCE THE STORY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 58

TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 60

APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 66
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Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

The man was reading from the prophet Isaiah: “He was led 
like a sheep to the slaughter … In His humiliation justice 
was denied Him. … For His life is taken from the earth” 
(Acts 8:32-33). The official wondered if Isaiah was speaking 
about himself or another person. Philip told the official 
that Isaiah’s words weren’t about Isaiah; they were about 
the Messiah—Jesus! The official believed in Jesus and was 
baptized.

Guide kids to consider the role of the Holy Spirit in this 
interaction between Philip and the Ethiopian official. Who 
was responsible for Philip’s going to the desert? Who helped 
Philip explain the Scriptures? Who changed the heart of the 
official so he would believe?

After his interaction with the Ethiopian official, Philip 
continued sharing the gospel in all the towns on his way to 
the town of Caesarea.

In our mission of making disciples, believers must be 
willing instruments to be used in the hands of the Lord. 
Philip didn’t go into the desert that day with a strategy for 
converting another man; the Holy Spirit led Philip, and he 
obeyed. As believers, we can be open to the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit and willing to follow His lead. He will go with 
us.
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The Ethiopian Official Believed
Acts 8:26-40

An angel of the Lord told Philip, a follower of Jesus, 
to go to a desert road between Jerusalem and Gaza. So 
Philip went.

On the road was a man from Ethiopia. He was an 
important official to the queen of Ethiopia. The man had 
come to worship in Jerusalem, and now he was on his way 
home. He sat in his chariot, reading aloud the words of 
the prophet Isaiah.

The Holy Spirit told Philip to go to the chariot, so 
Philip ran up to it. “Do you understand what you are 
reading?” Philip asked the man.

The official replied, “How can I, unless someone 
explains it to me?” He invited Philip into his chariot, 
and Philip sat with him. The official was reading these 
words from Isaiah:

He was led like a sheep
to the slaughter,
and as a lamb is silent
before its shearer,
so He does not open His mouth.
He was treated unfairly,
and His life is taken away.

The official asked, “Was Isaiah talking about himself 
or someone else?” Isaiah was talking about the Messiah, so 
Philip began to tell the man the good news about Jesus.

As they traveled down the road, they came to some 
water. “What would keep me from being baptized?” the 
official asked.

Then the official asked the chariot to stop. He and 

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Display a model: 
Show a toy horse and 
chariot to help kids 
visualize the story as 
you tell it. 

• Use props: Position a 
bench or two chairs at 
the front of the room. Sit 
when Philip sits. Stand 
when the chariot stops.

The BIBLE STORY
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Philip went down into the water, and Philip baptized 
him. When they came up out of the water, the Holy Spirit 
took Philip away. The official continued home, and he 
was very happy.

Christ Connection: The Ethiopian official knew what the 
Old Testament prophets had said, but he did not understand 
that the prophets spoke about Jesus. The Holy Spirit led Philip 
to help the official understand the good news about Jesus: Jesus 
died on the cross for our sins and was raised from the dead, just 
like the Old Testament prophets said.

WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S WORD? 
GET 

ADVENTURE! 

Invite kids to check out 
this week’s devotionals 
to discover how God’s 
Word can help them 
grow in the gospel. 

Order in bulk, subscribe 
quarterly, or purchase 
individually. For more 
information, check out 

www.lifeway.com/
devotionals.

57The God Who Empowers

© 2017 LIfeWay



Introduce the STORY

SESSION TITLE: The Ethiopian Official Believed
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 8:26-40
MAIN POINT: The Holy Spirit told Philip to tell the Ethiopian man 

about Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What does the Holy Spirit do? The Holy Spirit 

helps Christians follow Jesus.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. As kids arrive, ask the kids if any of 
them know people who were born in another country.
SAY • Often people from one part of the world will travel to 

another part of the world. This provides Christians a 
unique opportunity to share the gospel with people 
who might not hear about Jesus in their home 
country. In our story today, we will learn about a 
man from Ethiopia who heard about Jesus because he 
traveled to Jerusalem and met a follower of Jesus.

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “Scrambled Words” activity 
page. Kids will need to unscramble the letters to write the 
names of each of the objects pictured.
SAY • Great job unscrambling those words. Our story today 

will feature many of the words from the activity page. 
It’s about a man who had trouble understanding 
God’s Word. He needed help making sense of 
Scripture, so God sent Philip to help him.

• “Scrambled Words” 
activity page, 1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Chariot races
Forms teams of three kids. Give each team a towel. Two 
kids will hold two corners of the towel while the third kid 
will sit on the towel. The first kids will drag their partner 
on the towel to the other end of the room like a chariot. At 
the far side of the room, the kids will switch roles and one 
chariot puller will become the chariot rider and vice versa. 
You may choose to use a stopwatch to see who can go down 
and back the fastest.
SAY • Those were some fun races! In our story we will hear 

about a man who was sitting in a chariot. He wasn’t 
racing though, he was just sitting there, trying to 
understand God’s Word. God sent Philip to help the 
man in the chariot understand who Jesus is. We’ll 
learn more about that later.

OPTION 2: Put a pin in it
Print out the unlabeled “Map of Africa” and use tape to 
hang it on a wall in your room. You may choose to use cork 
board behind it to protect the wall from push pins. Then, 
allow the kids to take turns putting pins in the countries 
they think might be Ethiopia. After each kid has had a turn, 
show the kids which country is Ethiopia, and let them move 
their pins if they placed them incorrectly.
SAY • Our story today features a man from Ethiopia 

who had traveled to Jerusalem to worship. He was 
struggling to understand God’s Word when God sent 
Philip to teach him about Jesus. What do you think 
happened next?

Transition to teach the story

• towels
• stopwatch (optional)

LOW PREP

• “Map of Africa” 
printable

• tape
• push pins
• cork board (optional)
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as your kids arrive, and set it to 
end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters dressed in black and carrying a small handbook. 
He or she is flipping through it.]
LEADER • Well hey there! Somehow, I knew I’d see you all 

here. I’m glad, too. I’ve been working through this 
book of illusions and trying to learn as many as I 
can. I love finding ways to amaze people and make 
them laugh. Illusions are a fun way to feel as though 
you are witnessing the impossible. Now, as I’ve 
mentioned, to be an illusionist takes nothing more 
than some creativity, a bit of sleight of hand, and lots 
of practice. There’s no secret powers at work when I 
do a fun trick. It’s just pretend. Even so, take a look 
at this! 

Before the session, practice holding a coin between two 
fingers so that the thin edge is obscured by the flesh of your 
fingers. When you hold your hand palm out, no one in 
front of you should be able to see the coin. Next, practice 

• countdown video

• leader attire
• small book
• coin

Teach the STORY

SESSION TITLE: The Ethiopian Official Believed
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 8:26-40
MAIN POINT: The Holy Spirit told Philip to tell the Ethiopian man 

about Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What does the Holy Spirit do? The Holy Spirit 

helps Christians follow Jesus.
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moving your fingers to rotate the coin into your thumb and 
index finger to hold it where anyone could see. Now you are 
ready to “pull a coin” from thin air, a kid’s ear, or to make it  
reappear in your hand after “dropping” it in your pocket.
LEADER • Ha! That’s a classic. I love illusions. But you 

know what I love even more? Learning about the 
Bible! How would you all like to hear another story? 
[Allow responses.] That’s great. I know just the story 
to tell.

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • As you may remember, we have been learning 
about the power believers have through the Holy 
Spirit. The Holy Spirit is God, just as Jesus is God. 
What does the Holy Spirit do? [Allow responses.]The 
Holy Spirit helps Christians follow Jesus. 

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline or big story circle.
LEADER • Last week, we learned how the Holy Spirit helped 

Stephen. Stephen was not afraid to die so that 
others would hear about Jesus. The week before 
that, we learned that in Jesus’ name, Peter healed 
a man who could not walk. And the week before 
that we learned about the time when the Holy Spirit 
came to the apostles on the Day of Pentecost. 
The Holy Spirit helps Christians in a lot of different 
ways. Today we will learn about a man who obeyed 
the Holy Spirit and found a man who needed to 
hear about Jesus. Our story is called “The Ethiopian 
Official Believed.”

• Giant Timeline or 
Big Story Circle
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Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Acts 8:26-40. Use the Bible storytelling 
tips on the Bible story page to help you tell the story, 
or show the Bible story video “The Ethiopian Official 
Believed.”
LEADER • Philip, like Stephen, was a man chosen by the 

apostles to help lead the church. When Stephen was 
killed, the people who hated Christians started trying 
really hard to hurt or kill as many Christians as they 
could. As a result, many Christians left Jerusalem to 
stay safe. Along with them, they carried the news of 
Jesus! 

Philip is one of the believers who left. He went 
to Samaria. Sounds familiar, doesn’t it? Samaria is 
one of the places Jesus said His followers would 
be witnesses for the gospel. [See Acts 1:8.] While 
Philip was in Samaria, the Holy Spirit told Philip 
to tell the Ethiopian man about Jesus. It started 
as a command to go to a specific road, and when 
Philip got there, it became clear the Holy Spirit was 
setting up this meeting. The Ethiopian was reading 
a passage from the Old Testament, found in Isaiah. 
The man was trying to understand whom the passage 
was about. Philip explained who Jesus is and that 
the Scriptures teach about Him. The Ethiopian man 
believed in Jesus and was baptized right away! The 
Holy Spirit guided Philip, and the result was one 
more man who was saved from sin by Jesus.

Christ connection
LEADER • The Ethiopian official knew what the Old 

Testament prophets had said, but he did not 

• Bibles
• “The Ethiopian Official 

Believed” video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster

Note: You may use this 
opportunity to use 
Scripture and the guide 
provided to explain 
how to become a 
Christian. Make sure 
kids know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.
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understand that the prophets spoke about Jesus. The 
Holy Spirit led Philip to help the official understand 
the good news about Jesus: Jesus died on the cross for 
our sins and was raised from the dead, just like the 
Old Testament prophets said.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together Philippians 2:13.
LEADER • When we obey God, we are not just doing good 

things, we are doing God things! This key passage 
reminds us that God’s power in us works through us 
to do the things God wants us to do. We have God’s 
power in us because the Holy Spirit lives in us when 
we believe in Jesus.

Lead boys and girls in singing “His Good Purpose.”

Discussion starter video (4 minutes) 

LEADER • Have you ever been asked to do something but 
not understood why? Think about that question as 
you watch.

Show the “Unit 28, Session 4” discussion starter video. 
Discuss with kids why Aiden thought Brian ought to go to 
the cafeteria. What would have happened if Brian refused to 
follow? What does it feel like to be led by the Holy Spirit?
LEADER • Sometimes we may not understand why the Holy 

Spirit is leading us to do certain things, but we can 
trust that God’s purposes are good. When we resist 
the call of the Holy Spirit, not only does that mean 
we are trying to avoid obeying God, it also means 
we might miss opportunities to be a part of the 
wonderful things God is doing in the world. 

• Key Passage Poster
• “His Good Purpose” 

song

• “Unit 28, Session 4” 
discussion starter 
video
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Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • The Holy Spirit is so good to lead us and help us 
obey Jesus. We need His power in our lives to be the 
people God wants us to be. Let’s sing to praise God 
now.

Sing together “The Story.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • God, thank You for sending Jesus to die for our 

sins. Thank You for giving us Your power through 
the Holy Spirit living in us. Help us be filled with 
the Spirit so that we can understand the wonderful 
things You want us to learn today. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• “The Story” song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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Apply the STORY

SESSION TITLE: The Ethiopian Official Believed
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 8:26-40
MAIN POINT: The Holy Spirit told Philip to tell the Ethiopian man 

about Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What does the Holy Spirit do? The Holy Spirit 

helps Christians follow Jesus.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Print and cut apart enough copies of the “Key Passage Flip 
Cards” printable for each kid to have one copy. For best 
results, print double-sided onto heavyweight paper. Kids 
will fold their flip cards in half and begin by filling in the 
missing words on the side marked 1. Then they can flip 
the card over and fill out the side marked 2, then 3, then 
4. Each level will have progressively more words missing. 
Encourage the kids to fill out each level without peeking 
at previous levels. When the kids finish, sing “His Good 
Purpose” as a group.
SAY • Great job with those flip cards! Those are a good way 

to see if you remember a verse. Our key passage is 
from Philippians, a book of the Bible that contains 
Paul’s letter to the church in Philippi. Paul wanted 
the people to know that God was the One who gave 
them the power to obey. God’s work through us gives 
us the desire and ability to obey. Everything works 
according to His good purpose.

Bible story review & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute a Bible to each kid. Help him find Acts 8:26-40. 

• Key Passage Poster
• “Key Passage Flip Cards” 

printables, 1 per kid
• scissors
• pencils
• “His Good Purpose” 

song

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Main Point Poster
• play dough or 

modeling clay
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Provide the kids with play dough or modeling clay and 
invite them to make models depicting the events of the 
story. Give each kid the opportunity to retell the story using  
her play dough figures. Then work together as a group to 
fill in any gaps in the summaries.
SAY • The Holy Spirit told Philip to tell the Ethiopian 

man about Jesus. Philip obeyed and soon the 
Ethiopian man believed in Jesus and was baptized! 
When the Holy Spirit guides us, we get to be a part 
of God’s amazing work all over the world. Sometimes 
we may go to far-off places to share the gospel; other 
times people from far away may come near to us, but 
in both cases, the Holy Spirit can use us to spread 
the good news that Jesus died on the cross for our sin 
and rose again to make the way for us to be forgiven.

Suggested review questions:
1. What Testament is Acts in? (New Testament)
2. What kind of book is Acts? (book of History)
3. What books come before and after Acts? (John, 

Romans)
4. Why did Philip go to the Ethiopian official? (God led 

him there, Acts 8:26-27)
5. What was the Ethiopian official reading? (the Book of 

Isaiah, the Scriptures; Acts 8:30)
6. After Philip explained the Scriptures, what did the 

Ethiopian official ask? (He asked Philip to baptize 
him, Acts 8:36)

Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Good news megaphones
Give each kid half of an empty paper towel tube and a sheet 
of construction paper. Show them how to roll the paper 

Option: Retell or review 
the Bible story using 
the bolded text of the 
Bible story script.

• paper towel tubes, cut 
in half

• construction paper
• tape

LOW PREP
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into a cone and tape it to the paper towel tube. The tube 
should be a handle and the cone will make a megaphone. 
Once the kids have finished their megaphones, give them 
some silly phrases to announce. End the activity by asking 
them to announce a serious phrase, such as the big picture 
answer, main point, or key passage.
SAY • The Holy Spirit told Philip to tell the Ethiopian 

man about Jesus. The man from Ethiopia was 
struggling to understand the writings of Isaiah. Philip 
explained the good news of Jesus, and the Ethiopian 
believed. God’s plan is for each of us to tell the gospel 
to our friends and family, and anyone we meet. We 
can trust God to work out His plan to save sinners.

OPTION 2: Exact instructions
Show the kids the materials you have gathered and explain 
to them that you want their help making an almond butter 
and jelly sandwich. Invite them to give you instructions, but 
make sure you follow them exactly. If they skip steps, such 
as simply telling you to put the almond butter on the bread, 
put the unopened jar of almond butter on the unopened 
loaf of bread. Soon, the kids will catch on and walk you 
through making a sandwich with detailed instructions. 
SAY • That was a pretty silly example of making a sandwich. 

How many of you think I probably knew how to 
make an almond butter and jelly sandwich without 
help? [Take responses.] I was pretending I had no idea 
what you were talking about, but in the world there 
are actually people who don’t know anything about 
Jesus. Sometimes, it can be tempting to skip sharing 
the gospel because we think the people around us 
already know about Jesus. But the truth is, many 

• almond butter
• jelly
• bread
• paper plate
• plastic knife
• Allergy Alert download

Note: If you share 
space with any kids 
who have severe nut 
allergies, omit the nut 
butter completely and 
make a jelly sandwich.
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people don’t know about Jesus, or they may find 
the Bible confusing. When the Holy Spirit gives us 
opportunities to share the gospel with the people 
around us, it’s important to explain things clearly. 
That’s why it’s important to study the Bible, so that 
we can explain what it says to other people!

Thankfully, we know that when we obey God, the 
Holy Spirit works through us. That means even if we 
are afraid we don’t know enough to share the gospel, 
we can share anyway! The Holy Spirit has the power 
to give us the right words even if we think we cannot 
tell the gospel clearly.

Journal and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute each child’s journal. Ask the kids to write about 
or draw a picture to answer the following questions:

• What does this story teach me about God or about 
the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story? 

Make sure each child secures this week’s sheet in the journal, 
and then collect them. Keep the journals in the classroom 
so they will be available every week or as often as you wish 
to use them.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray for your group.

• pencils and crayons
• Journal Page
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents this 
week’s Big Picture Cards 
for Families to allow 
families to interact with 
the biblical content at 
home.
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