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UNIT 27
Session 3

Leader BIBLE STUDY

After Jesus’ resurrection and His appearance to the disciples, 
seven of the disciples returned to Galilee, near the sea where 
Jesus had called four of His disciples to be fishers of men. 
(See Luke 5:1-11.) The disciples went fishing. Perhaps they 
felt it reasonable to return to the fishing business since their 
stint as disciples was apparently over—or so they thought!

In Bible times, nighttime was the preferred time for fishing. 
Fish caught at night could be sold fresh in the morning at 
market. But by daybreak, the disciples had caught nothing. 
Jesus stood at the shore, but the disciples did not know it 
was Him. He called to them, “Men, you don’t have any fish, 
do you?” (John 21:5). Then He urged them to cast their net 

Unit 27 • Session 3

Use Week of:

Jesus Forgives and Restores

BIBLE PASSAGE: John 21:1-19
MAIN POINT: Jesus forgave Peter and gave him a mission.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 15:3-4
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is our mission as believers? Our mission as 

believers is to make disciples of all nations by the power of the Spirit.

INTRODUCE THE STORY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 158

TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 160

APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)
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Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

on the right side of the boat. They obeyed, and they were 
unable to haul in the big catch!

John knew right away who He was. “It is the Lord!” John 
exclaimed. Peter immediately tied his outer garment around 
him and jumped into the sea, swimming 300 feet to shore. 
When the other six disciples arrived in the boat, they found 
Jesus sitting beside a charcoal fire with fish and bread. 
“Come and have breakfast,” Jesus said. Jesus ate with His 
disciples; then He turned to Peter.

John 21:15-19 describes Peter’s restoration. The disciple 
who told Jesus that he would die for Him (Luke 22:31-34) 
had denied Jesus three times. (Luke 22:54-62) Jesus 
asked Peter three times if he loved Jesus. Each time Peter 
responded yes, Jesus told Peter to feed His lambs. Jesus 
restored Peter to ministry.

Emphasize to the kids you teach that Jesus’ plan for the 
disciples did not end with His death and resurrection. 
When Jesus first called the disciples to follow Him, Jesus 
had promised to make them fishers of men. Instead 
of catching fish, they would tell people about Jesus. 
(Luke 5:1-11) The disciples had left Jesus when He was 
arrested, but Jesus still wanted to use them in God’s plan to 
rescue people from their sin. Jesus is a Lord who forgives us 
and makes things right again.
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Jesus Forgives and Restores
John 21:1-19

Three days after Jesus died on the cross, He came 
back to life. More than once, Jesus appeared to His 
disciples and proved that He was alive. One day, Jesus 
met His disciples while they were fishing on the Sea of 
Galilee.

Peter and the other disciples got into a boat and 
spent all night on the water, but they did not catch any 
fish. The next morning, as the sun was coming up, Jesus 
stood on the shore. He called out to the disciples, but 
they did not recognize Him. Jesus said, “Men, have you 
caught any fish?”

“No,” they answered.
“Put your net in the water on the right side of the 

boat, and you will catch some fish,” Jesus said.
The disciples did what Jesus said. So many fish were 

in their net, that they could not pull the net back into 
the boat!

One of the disciples said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” 
Peter tied his clothing around himself and jumped into the 
water so he could swim to shore.

The rest of the disciples traveled in the boat back to 
the shore. They pulled the net full of fish behind them.

When the disciples got out of the boat, they saw bread 
and a charcoal fire with fish on it. “Bring some of the fish 
you’ve caught,” Jesus said. So Peter pulled the net ashore. It 
was full of large fish—153 of them!

“Come and have breakfast,” Jesus said.
Jesus took the bread and gave it to them. Then He gave 

them the fish. This was the third time Jesus appeared to the 

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Play sound effects: 
Play ocean sounds 
softly in the background 
as you tell the story 
to create a seaside 
atmosphere. Use 
sounds to enhance the 
story, not distract from 
it. Consider turning on 
a small fan to give a 
gentle breeze.

• Use art: Before the 
session, draw and cut 
out figures of Jesus 
and the disciples, a 
boat, and a net with 
fish. Attach the figures 
to a chalkboard or dry 
erase board and move 
them around as you tell 
the story.

The BIBLE STORY
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disciples after He was raised from the dead. 
Jesus turned to Peter. “Do you love Me more than 

these?” He asked.
“Yes, Lord,” Peter said. “You know that I love You.”
“Feed My lambs,” Jesus told him.
Jesus asked Peter again, “Do you love Me?” 
“Yes, Lord,” Peter said. “You know that I love You.”
“Take care of My sheep,” Jesus said.
Jesus asked Peter a third time, “Do you love Me?”
Peter was very sad that Jesus asked him a third 

time. Peter loved Jesus very much! “Lord, You know 
everything! You know that I love You!”

“Feed My sheep,” Jesus said. Jesus told Peter that 
he would bring honor to God. Then Jesus said to him, 
“Follow Me!”

Christ Connection: When Jesus first called the disciples 
to follow Him, Jesus had promised to make them fishers of 
men. Instead of catching fish, they would tell people about 
Jesus. (Luke 5:1-11) The disciples had left Jesus when He was 
arrested and even denied Him, but Jesus still wanted to use 
them in God’s plan. Jesus is the Lord who forgives us and makes 
things right again.

WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S WORD? 
GET 

ADVENTURE! 

Invite kids to check 
out this week’s 
devotionals to 

discover how God’s 
Word can help 

them grow in the 
gospel. Order in 
bulk, subscribe 

quarterly, or purchase 
individually. For 

more information, 
check out 

www.lifeway.com/
devotionals.
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Introduce THE STORY

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Forgives and Restores
BIBLE PASSAGE: John 21:1-19
MAIN POINT: Jesus forgave Peter and gave him a mission.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 15:3-4
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is our mission as believers? Our mission as 

believers is to make disciples of all nations by the power of the Spirit.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. As kids arrive, ask kids if they think 
forgiving others is easy or hard. If a kid says easy, put a 
yellow sticky note on him. Place a pink sticky note on kids 
who say forgiving is hard.
SAY • Some of us think it is easy and some of you think it 

is hard to forgive someone. In today’s lesson we will 
learn that Jesus forgives and restores. 

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “Fish Food” activity page. 
Instruct kids to use the code to learn what Jesus asked Peter.
SAY • “Do you love Me?” This was an important question 

that Jesus asked Peter three times in today’s lesson. Be 
sure to listen as we learn what Jesus said to Peter after 
he answered that question each time.

Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Dream job
Give each child a sheet of paper and some markers. Tell 

• yellow sticky notes
• pink sticky notes

• “Fish Food” activity 
page, 1 per kid

• pencils or markers

• paper
• markers

LOW PREP
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kids to think of their dream job and draw it on the sheet of 
paper. Allow each child to share his dream job with the rest 
of the class. After each child shares, ask him how he could 
use that job to care for people in Jesus’ name.
SAY • Those are some cool dream jobs. We know that many 

of the disciples were fishermen before Jesus called 
them to follow Him. In our story today, we will see 
what happened when they tried to go back to their 
old job.

OPTION 2: Fish for forgiveness
Write a different scenarios on each fish-shaped cutout and 
place a large paper clip on it. Create a simple fishing pole 
with a dowel rod, string, and a magnet tied to the end. 
Guide each child to “fish” for a situation. When she catches 
a fish, she will read what it says. If the kids think it would 
be easy to forgive someone in that situation, they stand up. 
If they think it would be hard, they remain seated. Take 
time to discuss why the kids chose to stand or sit.
Situation suggestions:

• Your family forgot your birthday.
• Your friend didn’t keep a promise to you.
• Your mom lost your favorite pair of socks.
• Your brother/sister ate your dessert.
• Someone took your Bible home by mistake.
• A classmate made fun of you.

SAY • It can be hard to forgive others. Sometimes we may 
feel that no one could forgive us. It is a good thing 
Jesus isn’t like us. We can never mess up so badly 
that Jesus stops loving us. Today we will see how 
Jesus forgave Peter for doing something Peter said he 
would never do to Jesus.

Transition to teach the story

• fish-shaped cutouts
• paper clips
• dowel rod
• string
• magnet
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as your kids arrive, and set it to 
end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters wearing a solid-colored polo shirt and khakis, 
perhaps in the colors of a local school your students attend.]
LEADER • This time of year is always so busy! With all 

the student council elections, I hear one question 
repeated again and again: “Will you vote for me?” 
I think I must hear others ask that three or four 
times each day. Why do you think people running 
for office might ask that so many times? [Allow 
responses.] Good idea, that could be it. I think part of 
is comes from a desire to know for sure.

In today’s lesson we will see that Jesus asked Peter 
the same question three times in a row. Jesus knew 
the answer, of course, but I think He wanted to help 
Peter know for sure.

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • Jesus asked Peter a certain question three times 

• countdown video

• leader attire

Teach THE STORY

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Forgives and Restores
BIBLE PASSAGE: John 21:1-19
MAIN POINT: Jesus forgave Peter and gave him a mission.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 15:3-4
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is our mission as believers? Our mission as 

believers is to make disciples of all nations by the power of the Spirit.
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before sharing an important mission with Peter. 
Do you remember the answer to our big picture 
question? What is our mission as believers? Our 
mission as believers is to make disciples of all 
nations by the power of the Spirit. Let’s see what 
mission Jesus had for Peter.

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline or big story circle.
LEADER • Jesus rose from the dead and had appeared to the 

disciples at least two times. We studied those lessons 
over the past few weeks. [Point to the timeline or big 
story circle.] Today we will look at another time Jesus 
appeared to His disciples. These disciples had been 
fishermen before Jesus called them to follow Him. 
Now that Jesus was resurrected, they weren’t sure 
what He wanted them to do. Soon they went back to 
fishing like they used to before following Jesus. Let’s 
check out what happened next.

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to John 21:1-19. Use the Bible storytelling 
tips on the Bible story page to help you tell the story, or 
show the Bible story video “Jesus Forgives and Restores.”
LEADER • When Jesus was arrested, the disciples ran away. 

Then Peter—who had promised to die for Jesus—
lied and said he didn’t even know Him. Now that 
Jesus was alive again, Peter wanted to be with Jesus 
so badly that he jumped in the water and swam to 
shore before the boat even landed. Denying that you 
know a friend when he is alone in a difficult situation 
could really hurt a friendship. How would you feel if 

• Giant Timeline or 
Big Story Circle

• Bibles
• “Jesus Forgives and 

Restores” video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
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your friends abandoned you when you got in trouble 
at school? Jesus still loved Peter and wanted Peter to 
know that He was healing their relationship. In fact, 
Jesus forgave Peter and gave him a mission. 

Jesus asked Peter three times, “Do you love Me?” 
One time for each of the three times Peter had 
denied Jesus. We don’t know for sure if that’s why 
Jesus asked three times, but Peter almost certainly 
noticed the connection. Each time Peter said that 
he loved Jesus, Jesus commanded Peter to care for 
others. 

These men were fishermen, but God wanted to use 
them as fishers of men, just as Jesus promised them 
when He first called them to be His disciples. Instead 
of catching fish, they would tell others about Jesus.

Christ connection
LEADER • Even though the disciples had left Jesus when He 

was arrested and even denied Him, Jesus still wanted 
to use them in God’s plan. Jesus showed Peter 
forgiveness and restored him in order to use Peter as 
a leader in the early church. Peter did not deserve to 
be forgiven—none of us do! But Jesus doesn’t forgive 
us based on what we deserve. Jesus forgives and 
restores people based on His love and the sacrifice 
He made on the cross to defeat sin. Jesus rose again 
to show that death had no power over Him, and that 
the way back to God was complete. Jesus is the Lord 
who forgives and makes things right again. When we 
trust in Jesus, we are forgiven and restored to God. 
He sends us the Holy Spirit to help us live holy lives 
and live on mission to tell others about Jesus!

Tip: Use Scripture 
and the guide 
provided to explain 
how to become a 
Christian. Make sure 
kids know when 
and where they can 
ask questions.
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Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together 1 Corinthians 15:3-4.
LEADER • Our key passage explains important facts that 

Jesus wants His followers to share with others: He 
died on the cross for their sins, He was buried, but 
He rose from the dead on the third day just like the 
Scriptures said He would. Jesus is alive. Let’s sing 
about that now. 

Lead boys and girls in singing “On the Third Day.”

Discussion starter video (4 minutes) 

LEADER • How does it feel to know you have hurt a close 
friend? When a close friend hurts you, is it easy or 
hard to forgive him or her?

Show the “Unit 27, Session 3” discussion starter video. 
Discuss how Carlos felt before and after being picked by 
Mia. Relate that to how Peter likely felt before and after 
Jesus forgave and restored him. How did the kids in your 
group feel about their sin before and after Jesus forgave 
them?
LEADER • We all have sin in our lives that separates us from 

God. When we live our own way, it shows that we 
do not have the proper love and respect for God 
that He deserves. Jesus died on the cross for our sin 
even though we could not earn it. He forgives us and 
makes us a part of His “team” not because we deserve 
it, but because He loves us and died for us to be 
forgiven.

• Key Passage Poster
• “On the Third Day” song

• “Unit 27, Session 3” 
discussion starter 
video
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Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • Even when we totally don’t deserve it, Jesus 
forgives. He deserves our praise for being a forgiving 
Savior. Let’s thank Him through song.

Sing together “The Glory.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • God, You made a way for use to be forgiven 

of our sins by sending Your Son, Jesus, to take our 
punishment on the cross. Thank You for loving us so 
much that You forgive us and give us a mission. In 
Jesus’ name, amen. 

Dismiss to apply the story

• “The Glory” song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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Apply THE STORY

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Forgives and Restores
BIBLE PASSAGE: John 21:1-19
MAIN POINT: Jesus forgave Peter and gave him a mission.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 15:3-4
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is our mission as believers? Our mission as 

believers is to make disciples of all nations by the power of the Spirit.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Write each word or phrase from the key passage on separate 
index cards. (You may use fish-shaped cutouts if you have 
leftovers from the earlier activity.) See how quickly the kids 
can put the cards in order and then read the key passage. 
Mix up the fish shapes, scatter them, and play again as time 
allows.
SAY • The key passage tells us the good news of the gospel. 

Jesus died for our sins, was buried, and rose from the 
dead. Most importantly, Jesus is alive today!

Bible story review & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Create a large circle on poster board with a poster board 
arrow in the middle attached by a brad fastener. Use a 
marker to divide the circle into 6 to 8 different sections, and 
write a point value in each section. Form two teams of kids. 
Help kids find John 21 in their Bibles so they can use it as a 
reference in the Bible story review game. Alternate between 
teams, allowing each player to spin the spinner to determine 
a point value for the question, and then ask one of the 
following questions:

1. What were the disciples doing when Jesus appeared 

• Key Passage Poster
• index cards
• fish-shape cutouts 

(optional)
• marker

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Main Point Poster
• poster board
• brad fastener
• marker
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to them? (fishing, ohn 21:3)
2. How did Peter get to Jesus first? He jumped out of the 

boat and swam to Him, John 21:7)
3. What was the question Jesus kept asking Peter. (Do 

you love Me? John 21:15,16,17)
4. Why do you think Jesus asked Peter the same 

question three times? (Answers will vary.)
5. What was the job Jesus had for Peter? (Feed My sheep, 

tell others about Him; John 21:17)
6. Can we ever mess up so badly that Jesus will not love 

us? (no)
7. How can we show we love Jesus? (by following Him)
8. How does God offer us forgi eness? (through faith in 

Jesus Christ)
If a player gets his question wrong, the next player on 

the opposing team has a chance to answer to win half the 
points. After all questions have been answered correctly, the 
team with the most points wins.
SAY • Jesus forgave Peter and gave him a mission. Peter 

was called to be a fisher of men and share the love 
of Jesus with others. We too have a mission. Our 
mission as believers is to make disciples of all 
nations by the power of the Spirit.

Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Modeling clay stories
Give each group modeling clay, and then assign groups a 
scene in today’s lesson. Encourage the kids in each group 
to work together to create their assigned scene. After a few 
minutes, share the designs and invite a member from each 
group to talk about their scene.
SAY • You did great on your scenes. I bet this would have 

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.

• modeling clay

LOW PREP
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been an amazing story to see with your own eyes. 
Imagine Peter jumping in the water and the disciples 
bringing in all those fish. Picture how it would be to 
sit down and eat breakfast with Jesus on the beach.

Jesus forgave Peter and gave him a mission. 
When we believe that Jesus died for our sin and rose 
from the dead, we are forgiven and get a mission too! 
What is our mission as believers? Our mission as 
believers is to make disciples of all nations by the 
power of the Spirit.

OPTION 2: Freeze and forgive
Guide children to spread out in a designated playing area. 
Choose one child to be the freezer and one child to be the 
forgiver. When play begins, the freezer will go around the 
room try to tag children and freeze them. The forgiver can 
unfreeze the children by tapping them and saying today’s 
main paint “Jesus forgave Peter and gave him a mission.” 
The forgiver can never be frozen. Play several rounds 
allowing different children to play different roles.
SAY • How did it feel to be forgiven and unfrozen in the 

game? [Allow children to respond.] How do you think 
it felt for Peter to be forgiven after he had denied 
Jesus three times? [Allow children to respond.] When 
Jesus appeared to some of His disciples for the third 
time, Jesus forgave Peter and gave him a mission. 
We are forgiven when we trust in Jesus too. We even 
have a mission! Our mission as believers is to make 
disciples of all nations by the power of the Spirit.

168 Younger Kids Leader Guide
Unit 27 • Session 3

005508640_YngKidsLDRGuide_FAL17_book.indb   168 2/24/17   1:13 PM

© 2017 LIfeWay



Journal and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute each child’s journal. Ask the kids to write about 
or draw a picture to answer the following questions:

• What does this story teach me about God or about 
the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story? 

Make sure each child secures this week’s sheet in the journal, 
and then collect them. Keep the journals in the classroom 
so they will be available every week or as often as you wish 
to use them.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray for your group.

• pencils and crayons
• Journal Page
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.

169Jesus the Risen King

005508640_YngKidsLDRGuide_FAL17_book.indb   169 2/24/17   1:13 PM

© 2017 LIfeWay




