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UNIT 25
Session 4

Leader BIBLE STUDY

The Pharisees and other Jews in Jerusalem did not like Jesus. 
He didn’t play by their rules (Matt. 12:1-14), He claimed 
to be God (John 8:58-59; 10:22-33), and He extended 
salvation beyond the Jewish people (Luke 4:29). So they 
plotted several times how they might kill Him.

The events leading up to His death did not surprise Jesus. 
Each step was part of God’s established plan. (See Is. 53:10; 
Acts 2:23.) But knowing God’s plan didn’t lessen Jesus’ 
suffering as He was betrayed by His friends, arrested, falsely 
accused, and beaten. As you teach preschoolers about the 
arrest of Jesus, help them understand the gravity of the 
events.

Use Week of:

Jesus Was Arrested

BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 26:36–27:2
MAIN POINT: Jesus was arrested, but He did nothing wrong.
KEY PASSAGE: Luke 4:18
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why do believers share the Lord’s Supper? 

Believers share the Lord’s Supper to remember Jesus’ life and death.

INTRODUCE THE STORY
(15–20 MINUTES)

PAGE 46

TEACH THE STORY
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 48

EXPERIENCE THE STORY 
(20–25 MINUTES)

PAGE 50

42 Preschool Leader Guide
Unit 25 • Session 4

© 2017 LifeWay



4

Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

First, Jesus wanted to do God’s plan. Jesus came to earth 
to rescue people from sin. He was committed to doing 
the Father’s will (Matt. 26:39,42) When Judas showed up 
with a crowd, Jesus didn’t run. He didn’t even allow Peter 
to stand in His defense. (Matt. 26:52) Jesus willingly gave 
Himself up for us because He loves us. (Eph. 5:2)

Second, Jesus was betrayed and arrested even though He did 
nothing wrong. The Jews tried to find a legitimate reason to 
kill Jesus, but they couldn’t find one. (Matt. 26:59-60) Jesus 
did what we failed to do; He perfectly obeyed the law. His 
arrest was not just. The trial was not fair. But this had to 
happen. Only a sinless, perfect sacrifice could take away sin. 
(Heb. 9:11-14)

Finally, Jesus is who He says He is. After Jesus’ arrest, the 
high priest asked Jesus if He was the Son of God. Jesus 
affirmed that He is. (Matt. 26:64) The high priest accused 
Him of blasphemy (speaking against God), but Jesus always 
told the truth.

Jesus felt the pain of betrayal and the agony of His 
imminent suffering and death. He came to do His Father’s 
plan no matter what in order to bring salvation to the 
world.
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 Jesus Was Arrested
Matthew 26:36–27:2

Jesus and His friends went to a garden to pray. Jesus 
told eight of His friends to stay at the garden gate. Three of 
the friends went into the garden with Jesus. Then He told 
the friends, “Sit here while I go over there and pray.”

Jesus was very sad. He fell facedown and prayed. 
“Father! If it is possible, do not let this happen. But I 
want to do Your plan.”

Jesus went back to His friends, but they were 
sleeping. “Couldn’t you stay awake for one hour?” He asked 
Peter. Jesus left again to pray. He came back and His friends 
were sleeping again. “Get up,” Jesus said. “It is almost 
time.” Jesus knew it was time for Him to do God’s plan to 
rescue people from sin.

All of a sudden, Judas came into the garden. A large 
crowd was with him, and the people carried swords and 
clubs. Judas kissed Jesus so the crowd would know who 
Jesus was. The people in the crowd grabbed Jesus to 
arrest Him. Peter pulled out his sword to fight the crowd, 
but Jesus told him to stop. Then Jesus said, “This is 
happening just like God said.” Jesus’ friends all left, but 
Peter stood back to watch what was happening.

The crowd led Jesus away to the high priest. The 
religious leaders wanted to find a reason to kill Jesus, but 
Jesus had done nothing wrong. The high priest asked 
Jesus, “Do You have anything to say? Are You the 
Messiah, God’s Son?”

Jesus said, “Yes, that’s right.”
The high priest and the religious leaders did not want 

to believe that Jesus was telling the truth, so they said He 

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Use facial 
expressions: Invite 
preschoolers to imagine 
that they were present 
when the Bible story 
took place. Pause at 
different intervals 
throughout the story 
and invite preschoolers 
to show you how they 
feel with their faces. 

• Go outside: Lead 
preschoolers outside to 
a place that resembles 
a garden. Tell the Bible 
story there. 

The BIBLE STORY
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was lying. They said He deserved to die for telling lies 
about God.

As Peter watched, a servant came up to him. “Aren’t 
you one of Jesus’ friends?” he asked. But Peter said, “No! 
I’m not!” Two more times, people asked Peter if he was 
Jesus’ friend. Peter lied. “No!” he said. “I don’t even 
know Him!”

The next morning, the religious leaders made a plan to 
kill Jesus and took Him away to Pilate, the governor.

Christ Connection: Jesus knew God’s plan was for Him to 
die to rescue people from sin. Jesus’ friends left Him and He 
was arrested, but Jesus did not fight back. He wanted to do His 
Father’s plan no matter what.

WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S WORD? 
GET 

MORE!

Invite preschoolers 
to check out this 

week’s devotionals 
to discover how 
God’s Word can 

help them grow in 
the gospel. Order 
in bulk, subscribe 

quarterly, or purchase 
individually. For 

more information, 
check out 

www.lifeway.com/
devotionals. 
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Introduce THE STORY

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Was Arrested
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 26:36–27:2
MAIN POINT: Jesus was arrested, but He did nothing wrong.
KEY PASSAGE: Luke 4:18
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why do believers share the Lord’s Supper? 

Believers share the Lord’s Supper to remember Jesus’ life and death.

Welcome time
Play the unit theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Invite preschoolers to look at the picture to find and circle 
Jesus. Point them to the key if needed. 
SAY • Today’s Bible story is a sad one. Jesus was treated 

wrongly, and His friends made Him sad. Dying 
on the cross for sin was a very hard thing for Jesus 
to do, but He wanted to do His Father’s plan no 
matter what! Listen to our Bible story to hear what 
happened to Jesus as He did God’s plan.

Play “What Time Is it, Mr. Clock?”
Choose an adult leader to be Mr. Clock. Lead preschoolers 
to stand at the opposite end of the room from Mr. 
Clock. Mr. Clock should have his back to the group. Lead 
preschoolers to call out “What time is it, Mr. Clock?” Mr. 
Clock then calls out a time that is on the hour such as 1 

• “One” song
• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert download
• favorite toys related to 

the Bible story theme

• “Where’s Jesus?” 
activity page, 
1 per child

• pencils or crayons

LOW PREP
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o’clock or 12 o’clock. Preschoolers should take that many 
steps toward Mr. Clock. When the group gets to where Mr. 
Clock is—but not past him—and asks the time, Mr. Clock 
may call out “Midnight!” and then turn and chase the 
group back to the start. Play again as time allows.
SAY • If you asked Jesus what time it was in today’s Bible 

story, He would have said it was time for Him to do 
God’s plan to rescue people from sin. Jesus would 
soon die on the cross and come back to life to save 
people from sin. Listen to hear what happened on 
Jesus’ way to the cross.

Make a garden collage
Set out an assortment of seed catalogs or gardening circulars 
and magazines. Encourage preschoolers to cut out images 
of things you would find in a garden and glue them onto a 
sheet of construction paper. For younger preschoolers, cut 
out images before the session. 
SAY • In today’s Bible story, Jesus and His friends went to 

a garden to pray. Three of the friends went further 
into the garden with Jesus. Then Jesus went off by 
Himself to pray. Listen to our Bible story to hear 
what Jesus prayed. 

Transition to teach the story
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, flip off the 
lights, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 
Invite preschoolers to make praying hands as they move to 
Bible study.

• gardening circulars or 
magazines

• seed catalogs 
• construction paper
• scissors 
• glue sticks

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Introduce the Bible story
Play a quick game where preschoolers close their eyes when 
you say “sleep” and open their eyes when you say “wake up.” 
SAY • The time had come for Jesus to do God’s plan to 

rescue people from sin. Jesus went to a garden to 
pray. He asked His friends to keep watch, but they 
fell asleep. Listen for other ways Jesus’ friends let 
Him down in today’s Bible story.

Watch or tell the Bible story
Place a bookmark at Matthew 26 in your Bible. Invite a 
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • God’s words are in the Bible, and God’s words are true! 

Today’s Bible story comes from the Book of Matthew. 
Matthew is the first book in the New Testament.

Show the video or tell the Bible story using the provided 
storytelling tips. Use the bolded version of the Bible story 
for young preschoolers.

Talk about the Bible story
SAY • Jesus told God He wanted to do God’s plan even 

though it would be very hard. Jesus was arrested, 
but He did nothing wrong. This was part of God’s 

• Bible 
• bookmark
• “Jesus Was Arrested” 

video
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

Teach THE STORY

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Was Arrested 
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 26:36–27:2
MAIN POINT: Jesus was arrested, but He did nothing wrong.
KEY PASSAGE: Luke 4:18
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why do believers share the Lord’s Supper? 

Believers share the Lord’s Supper to remember Jesus’ life and death.
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plan for Jesus to die to save people from sin.
Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline or big 
story circle as you ask the following review questions:

1. What did Jesus want more: to not have to die on the 
cross or to do God’s plan? (to do God’s plan) 

2. Did Jesus try to get away when the people in the 
crowd grabbed Him to arrest Him? (No, He said it 
was all happening just like God said.) 

3. What did Jesus say when the high priest asked Jesus 
if He was the Messiah? (“Yes, that’s right.”)

4. People asked Peter three times if he was Jesus’ friend. 
How many times did Peter say he was not? (three) 

Learn the big picture question
SAY • Jesus knew God’s plan was for Him to die to rescue 

people from sin. One of the ways we remember what 
Jesus did for us is to eat the Lord’s Supper. Our big 
picture question asks us, Why do believers share the 
Lord’s Supper? Believers share the Lord’s Supper to 
remember Jesus’ life and death. 

Practice the key passage 
Open your Bible to Luke 4:18. Read the key passage aloud 
several times. Sing together the key passage song, “The 
Spirit of the Lord.”
SAY • Jesus wanted to do His Father’s plan no matter what. 

Our key passage tells us that God put His Spirit on 
Jesus and anointed Him to preach the good news. 
The good news is that Jesus died and rose again to 
rescue us from sin. 

Transition to experience the story 

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Key Passage Poster
• “The Spirit of the Lord” 

song
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Experience THE STORY

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Was Arrested 
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 26:36–27:2
MAIN POINT: Jesus was arrested, but He did nothing wrong.
KEY PASSAGE: Luke 4:18
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why do believers share the Lord’s Supper? 

Believers share the Lord’s Supper to remember Jesus’ life and death.

Play “Who Is Missing?”
Lead preschoolers to sit in a side-by-side line and close 
their eyes. Gently tap a child on the back. Lead him to get 
up and hide where the rest of the group cannot see him. 
Invite the group to open their eyes and guess which child is 
missing. Once preschoolers guess the correct child, he may 
return to his place. Play several rounds, choosing a different 
preschooler each time.
SAY • When the crowd came to arrest Jesus, all of Jesus’ 

friends went missing because they all ran away. Jesus 
was arrested, but He did nothing wrong. Jesus 
knew God’s plan was for Him to die to rescue people 
from sin. Jesus did not fight back. He wanted to do 
His Father’s plan no matter what.

Make friendship chain
Cut strips of construction paper. Give one strip to each 
preschooler. Help preschoolers write their name on their 
strip of paper. Guide them to use markers, stamps, and 
stickers to decorate their strip. Then ask preschoolers to 
name a few of their friends. Write each friend’s name on 
an individual strip and lead preschoolers to decorate those 
strips as well. As preschoolers complete their strips, use 

LOW PREP

• construction paper
• scissors
• marker
• tape 
• stamps
• washable ink pads
• sticker
• stapler (optional) 
• staples (optional)
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tape or a stapler to form the strips into interlocking rings 
to form a paper chain. Comment on how many friends are 
represented in your class. Read off all the names and say a 
collective prayer for preschoolers and their friends.
SAY • Jesus’ friends fell asleep while He was praying. Jesus 

was arrested, but He did nothing wrong. Jesus 
knew God’s plan was for Him to die to rescue people 
from sin. Jesus did not fight back when He was 
arrested and His friends left Him. He wanted to do 
His Father’s plan no matter what.

Look at books about friendship
Gather books about friendship and set them out for 
preschoolers to browse. Read a book aloud to a child who 
expresses interest.
SAY • A friend is supposed to be there for you when bad 

things happen, but Jesus’ friends fell asleep and then 
later they left Him. Peter even said he was not Jesus’ 
friend. Jesus was arrested, but He did nothing 
wrong. Jesus knew God’s plan was for Him to die to 
rescue people from sin. Jesus did not fight back. He 
wanted to do His Father’s plan no matter what.

Make a garden
Fill a large plastic tub with a couple of inches of sand. 
Set out small rocks and fake flowers and greenery. Invite 
preschoolers to arrange the items in the sand to form a 
“garden.” Provide people figures for preschoolers to play out 
the Bible story in the garden. 
SAY • Jesus and His friends went to a garden to pray. Judas 

came into the garden with a large crowd of people. 
The people in the crowd arrested Jesus. Jesus did not 

• books about friendship

• plastic tub
• sand
• small rocks
• fake flowers and 

greenery
• people figures
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fight back. Jesus was arrested, but He did nothing 
wrong. Jesus knew God’s plan was for Him to die 
to rescue people from sin. Jesus’ wanted to do His 
Father’s plan no matter what.

Spell JESUS with magnets
Write JESUS on a sheet of paper and display for 
preschoolers to see. Fill a box with shredded paper and J, E, 
S, U, S magnets. Invite preschoolers to search through the 
paper to find the magnets and spell out Jesus by placing the 
magnets in the correct order on a cookie sheet. Hide the 
magnets back in the paper and play again.
SAY • Jesus was arrested, but He did nothing wrong. The 

high priest asked Jesus, “Are You the Messiah, God’s 
Son?” Jesus said He was. Jesus was telling the truth. 
Jesus did not fight back, even when the religious 
leaders told lies about Him. Jesus knew God’s plan 
was for Him to die to rescue people from sin. Jesus 
wanted to do His Father’s plan no matter what.

• paper
• marker
• magnet letters
• cookie sheet 
• box 
• shredded paper
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Snack
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Guide preschoolers to clean their areas. Take a restroom 
break and wash hands. Gather preschoolers for snack time. 
Thank God for the snack. 

Serve vegetables and dip for snack. Point out that 
vegetables grow in a garden. Remind preschoolers that Jesus 
and His friends went to a garden to pray. Jesus prayed, 
“Father! If it is possible, do not let this happen. But I want 
to do Your plan.” Jesus was arrested, but He did nothing 
wrong. Jesus wanted to do His Father’s plan no matter 
what.

Transition 
When a child finishes her snack, guide her to throw away 
any trash. She may select a book or puzzle to examine, play 
quietly with play dough or a favorite toy, or color the Bible 
story coloring page.

Offer the journal page and invite preschoolers to draw a 
picture of a way obeying is hard for them. Offer suggestions 
such as sharing their toys, loving their siblings, or being 
quiet. Remind preschoolers that obeying His Father was 
not easy, but Jesus wanted to do God’s plan no matter what. 
Pray for the children.
SAY • God, thank You that even though His friends left 

Him and people said things about Him that were not 
true, Jesus did not fight back. Thank You that He did 
Your plan to rescue us from sin. Amen. 

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert download 
• snack food
• paper cups and napkins 

• books
• puzzles 
• play dough 
• Journal Page printable, 

1 per child 
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page
• crayons
• Big Picture Cards for 

Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and 
Preschoolers
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