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UNIT 25
Session 2

Leader BIBLE STUDY

In preparation for the Passover feast, Jesus made His 
triumphal entry to Jerusalem. Jesus went to the temple 
there. Herod the Great completely rebuilt the temple in 
20–18 B.C. as part of his architectural projects. The temple 
was surrounded by walls and gates, with specific places 
for Gentiles, women, and men to worship God and offer 
sacrifices. The temple was a symbol of God’s presence 
among His people.

When Jesus entered the Court of the Gentiles, He was 
furious to see people buying and selling in the temple. 
Animal sacrifices were required for participation in the 
temple. For many worshipers traveling from all over the 

Unit 25 • Session 2

Use Week of:

Jesus Cleansed the Temple

BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 21:12-17; Mark 11:15-19
MAIN POINT: Jesus drove out the people who were misusing the temple.
KEY PASSAGE: Luke 4:18
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why do believers share the Lord’s Supper? 

Believers share the Lord’s Supper to remember Jesus’ life and death and 
to proclaim Him until He returns.

INTRODUCE THE STORY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 26

TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 28

APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 34
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Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Roman Empire to take part in Passover, it was easier to 
purchase unblemished animals for sacrificing in the Court 
of the Gentiles. There, they also exchanged foreign currency 
for the temple taxes and offerings. So why was Jesus angry 
at the people?

The merchants buying and selling in the temple were 
treating the temple as a market or bazaar, not like the 
house of prayer for all nations that God had intended for 
it to be. (See Isa. 56:7.) The money changers’ prices were 
so exorbitant, they were practically robbing the people. 
(Mark 11:17) On top of that, people were using the temple 
courts as a shortcut to get to their businesses. The Gentiles 
who wished to worship God in peace were surrounded by 
greed and extortion.

Jesus threw out the merchants and money changers. He was 
committed to honoring God and did not believe the temple 
should be used as a marketplace. The chief priests and the 
scribes saw what happened, and they wanted to destroy 
Jesus. (Luke 19:47)

These events led up to Jesus’ death and resurrection, and 
now we do not need to go to a temple to meet with God. 
Jesus came as God’s presence among us (John 1:14) and to 
be the final sacrifice for the forgiveness of sins. We gather 
with the church to worship Him together.

23Jesus the Anointed One
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Jesus Cleansed the Temple
Matthew 21:12-17; Mark 11:15-19

It was the week of Passover. Jesus, His followers, 
and many other Jewish people traveled to Jerusalem to 
celebrate. 

Jesus and His disciples went into the temple area. 
What Jesus saw made Him angry. In the area around the 
temple, people were doing things they were not supposed 
to be doing. Some were buying and selling animals for 
sacrifices—animals like oxen, sheep, and doves.

Other people had set up tables, and they were 
exchanging money. The Jews had to pay a tax at the 
temple, and they needed to have the right kind of money. 
So the people at the tables traded for the money accepted at 
the temple.

And still other people were carrying supplies through 
the temple area, using it as a shortcut to get from one 
side of the city to the other. This was not what the temple 
was for!

Jesus made those people leave. He pushed over the 
tables of the money changers, and He pushed over 
the chairs of the people selling doves. Jesus did not 
allow people to carry supplies through the area around 
the temple. He wanted the people to learn something 
important. Jesus said, “Is it not written, My house will be 
called a house of prayer for all nations?” 

Jesus told the people, “You have made this temple into 
a den of thieves!”

Not only were the people wrong for doing business 
there, they were not fair in the way they did business. They 
charged people too much money. They were misusing the 

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Use sound effects: 
As you tell the story, 
pause at appropriate 
points to gently shake a 
cup of coins. Play sound 
effects of farm animals 
after telling about the 
animals being sold. Use 
the sounds to enhance 
the story, not distract 
from it. 

• Set the stage: Before 
the kids arrive, place 
an overturned table, 
tipped chairs, scattered 
papers, and more at the 
teaching area. As kids 
arrive, ask them what 
might have happened. 

The BIBLE STORY
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temple—God’s house. Jesus was right to be angry!
The religious leaders saw that the people were amazed 

at the things Jesus taught and at the miracles He did. 
Every day, Jesus went to the temple to teach people about 
God. People who were blind came to Jesus, and He healed 
them. People who could not walk came to Jesus, and He 
healed them too. Children began shouting in the temple, 
“Hosanna to the Son of David!”

The religious leaders did not like what was 
happening. “Do You hear what these children are saying?” 
they asked Jesus.

“Yes,” Jesus said. “Have you never read the Scripture that 
says, ‘You have prepared praise from the mouths of children 
and babies’?”

The religious leaders were afraid of Jesus, so they 
started looking for a way to kill Him. That evening, 
Jesus and His disciples left Jerusalem. They went to the 
nearby city of Bethany and spent the night there.

Christ Connection: When Jesus cleared the dishonest people 
from the temple, He showed His commitment to honoring God. 
The temple was supposed to be a place where people could pray 
and worship God. Jesus was going to die on the cross to take 
away people’s sins so anyone who trusted in Him could come 
to God.

WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S WORD? 
GET 

ADVENTURE! 

Invite kids to check out 
this week’s devotionals 
to discover how God’s 
Word can help them 
grow in the gospel. 

Order in bulk, subscribe 
quarterly, or purchase 
individually. For more 
information, check out 

www.lifeway.com/
devotionals.
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Introduce THE STORY

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Cleansed the Temple
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 21:12-17; Mark 11:15-19
MAIN POINT: Jesus drove out the people who were misusing the temple.
KEY PASSAGE: Luke 4:18
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why do believers share the Lord’s Supper? 

Believers share the Lord’s Supper to remember Jesus’ life and death and 
to proclaim Him until He returns.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. As kids arrive, ask them to share a 
time they were really happy recently and a time they were 
really angry recently. Ask them what made them happy and 
what made them angry.
SAY • God gave us all different kinds of emotions. Did you 

know that all of our emotions, including anger, can 
be used to worship and bring glory to God? Jesus 
has all the same emotions we have, including anger. 
Today we are going to see one time while Jesus was 
on earth where He showed His anger in a godly way.

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “Correct or Incorrect?” activity 
page by marking an X  over people using objects incorrectly.
SAY • You had to place an X over the picture where the 

people were not using their items correctly. In today’s 
story, we are going to see Jesus get angry at some 
people who were not using God’s temple in a correct 
way.

• “Correct or Incorrect?” 
activity page, 1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Emotion matching
Before class, print two copies of the “Emotion Match 
Cards” printable and cut them apart. Mix up the cards and 
place them facedown in a grid. Kids will take turns turning 
over two cards at a time. If the cards do not match, turn 
them over, and it will be the next child’s turn. If the child 
gets a match, she must tell about a time when she felt the 
emotion shown on the card. If time allows, play the game 
several times.
SAY • Everyone experiences these different emotions from 

time to time. Jesus is fully God, and He is also fully 
man, which means He has emotions and feelings 
likewe do. Let’s go through together and try to think 
of a time Jesus felt some of these different emotions.

OPTION 2: Flip coins
Set up a ring of tape on the floor, and a line of tape on the 
floor several feet away. Show children how to take pennies 
and flip them with your thumb. Direct children to line up 
behind the tape line and then try to flip coins to land inside 
the ring of tape. For an added challenge, create several 
concentric circles like a dart board and award different 
points for different rings. Keep score and allow children to 
compete. 
SAY • Was it difficult to get the coins into the circle of tape? 

Sometimes we were able to get the coins inside the 
target, and other times we missed the mark. Today’s 
Bible story is about some people who “missed the 
mark” in the way they used coins inside the temple. 

Transition to teach the story

• “Emotion Match Cards” 
printables

LOW PREP

• masking tape
• coins

27Jesus the Anointed One

005508640_YngKidsLDRGuide_FAL17_book.indb   27 2/24/17   1:13 PM

© 2017 LIfeWay



head1 (“Opening” is 
char.style “head1a)
outline_nested

subhead1
body_no_indent

subhead1_nested
body_no_indent
lead-in

Countdown
Show the countdown video as your kids arrive, and set it to 
end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Place an open cardboard box on the stage, with a few books 
inside and a few books piled around, including the Bible. 
Leader enters carrying a big stack of books. Leader should act as 
if he or she is struggling to carry a heavy load.]
LEADER • Whew! That is the last of them for today! Just got 

to load these last books into this box, and tape them 
up, and then all our books will be loaded for our big 
move in a few weeks. [Place the books in the box one 
at a time. Hold up the Bible.] Wait a minute … this 
book shouldn’t get stored in this box for a few weeks 
until we move. Can anyone tell me why? What is 
this book? That’s right, it’s my Bible! I read the Bible 
often so that I can grow closer to God. If I packed it 
away with these other books, I wouldn’t be able to 
use it! 

You know, while I’ve been using these weeks 
preparing to move, I’ve been thinking a lot about the 

• countdown video

• leader attire

Teach THE STORY

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Cleansed the Temple 
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 21:12-17; Mark 11:15-19
MAIN POINT: Jesus drove out the people who were misusing the temple.
KEY PASSAGE: Luke 4:18
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why do believers share the Lord’s Supper? 

Believers share the Lord’s Supper to remember Jesus’ life and death and 
to proclaim Him until He returns.
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things that Jesus did to prepare for His death. Almost 
packing away my Bible makes me think of a very 
specific time in the last days befo e Jesus died. Jesus 
saw that the people were having a hard time using 
the temple to worship God, just like I would have a 
hard time using my Bible to worship God if it were 
packed in this box. What do you think He did when 
He saw that?

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • Before I answer that question, let’s review a 
bit. Like I said, we are talking about the last things 
Jesus did to prepare for His death and resurrection. 
One of the things that Jesus did before His death 
was to share the Lord’s Supper with his friends. We 
still share the Lord’s Supper today as followers of 
Jesus. Why do believers share the Lord’s Supper? 
Believers share the Lord’s Supper to remember 
Jesus’ life and death and to proclaim Him until He 
returns. 

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline or big story circle.
LEADER • Last week, we learned the story of Mary’s 

anointing Jesus with expensive perfume. Jesus said 
Mary anointed Him for burial. But if you look 
at all the stories before that, we see that God had 
been working all along to prepare the world for the 
life, death, and resurrection of His Son, Jesus! All 
of history was building to this moment, and today’s 
story is about one of the last things that happened 
before Jesus’ death.

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Giant Timeline or 
Big Story Circle

29Jesus the Anointed One

005508640_YngKidsLDRGuide_FAL17_book.indb   29 2/24/17   1:13 PM

© 2017 LIfeWay



head1 (“Opening” is 
char.style “head1a)
outline_nested

subhead1
body_no_indent

subhead1_nested
body_no_indent
lead-in

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Matthew 21:12-17; Mark 11:15-19. 
Use the Bible storytelling tips on the Bible story page to 
help you tell the story, or show the Bible story video “Jesus 
Cleansed the Temple.”
LEADER • Jesus knew that the temple was supposed to 

be used by God’s people to pray and bring gifts to 
worship God, but the people were using it for other 
purposes that were keeping people from worshiping 
God! Some people were using it as a shortcut to 
get from one place to another. Others were making 
money from God’s people by selling the animals for 
the sacrifices at a dishonest price. Still others were 
charging too much to change the people’s money 
into the right currency to give to God. All of these 
things were keeping people from using the temple 
for what it was made for: to honor God. So, Jesus 
got angry, and it was right for Him to be angry! 
Jesus drove out the people who were misusing 
the temple. His anger helped Him lead others to 
worship God. 

When we get angry, it’s usually because we feel 
like someone has done something wrong to us. Jesus 
was angry because He saw that people were doing 
something wrong to God. They ere keeping other 
people from worshiping God, and Jesus drove them 
out.

Christ connection
LEADER • When Jesus cleared the dishonest people from the 

temple, He showed His commitment to honoring 
God. The temple was supposed to be a place where 

• Bibles
• “Jesus Cleansed the 

Temple” video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster

Tip: Use Scripture and 
the guide provided 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids know 
when and where they 
can ask questions.
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people could pray and worship God. Jesus was going 
to die on the cross to take away people’s sins so 
anyone who trusted in Him could come to God.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together Luke 4:18.
LEADER • The men in the temple who were cheating people 

made it especially hard for poor people to worship 
God. They were oppressing God’s people. Our key 
passage reminds us that Jesus came to help those who 
are oppressed. That’s why Jesus became angry and 
acted the way He did. Jesus wants all people to hear 
the gospel.

Lead boys and girls in singing “On Me.”

Discussion starter video (4 minutes) 

LEADER • Before we take this a little deeper, let’s watch a 
quick video.

Show the “Unit 25, Session 2” discussion starter video.
LEADER • Why were the cupcakes so upset? Were the 

vegetables using the kitchen for what it was designed 
for? No! Kitchens are made for storing and preparing 
food, not for working out! How is that like the 
people misusing the temple in our Bible story? [Invite 
responses.] We learned that Jesus doesn’t like when 
people keep others from worshiping Him. So let’s 
ask this tough question: are there any ways that we 
are keeping people from worshiping God? If people 
know that we are followers of Jesus, but we don’t 
show Jesus’ love and forgiveness to others, does that 
make it easier or harder for others to worship Jesus? 

• Key Passage Poster
• “On Me” song

• “Unit 25, Session 2” 
discussion starter 
video
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If we talk to our friends during church or we do not 
obey our leaders, does that make it easier or harder 
for others to worship Jesus? That’s right, it makes 
it harder! This story is an opportunity for us all to 
think about our lives, see if anything we are doing is 
keeping others from worshiping Jesus and then ask 
Jesus to help us change those things.

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • While we should always try to grow in our 
obedience to God, if we are followers of Jesus, and 
trust in His death for us and His resurrection, He 
forgives us for all our sin. That makes me want to 
sing to Him!

Sing together “It Had to Be.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • God, You are worthy of our love and worship. 

You want all people to worship You. Help us to live 
our lives in a way that makes it easy for people to 
love You and want to worship You too. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• “It Had to Be” song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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Apply THE STORY

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Cleansed the Temple
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 21:12-17; Mark 11:15-19
MAIN POINT: Jesus drove out the people who were misusing the temple.
KEY PASSAGE: Luke 4:18
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why do believers share the Lord’s Supper? 

Believers share the Lord’s Supper to remember Jesus’ life and death and 
to proclaim Him until He returns.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Review the key passage by reading it together as a group. 
Use either a real penny or a fake coin to review the key 
passage by having a child read one word of the verse. Then 
he or she will toss the coin to another child, who will say 
the next word. Play continues until the entire key passage 
has been read.
SAY • God’s people were being oppressed, or cheated, by the 

money changers and the merchants selling sacrifices. 
Jesus came to set free the oppressed, and His turning 
over of the tables was one way He did that! Jesus 
was right to be angry, and He reacted in a way that 
brought God glory. 

Bible story review & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Before class, print out the “Story Sequence Cards,” cut 
them out, and place them under various pieces of furniture 
throughout the room. Tell children that the Bible story 
pictures are hidden under pieces of furniture and that 
they must carefully “turn over” the pieces of furniture to 
find them. After they find all the pictures, kids must work 
together to put the story parts in order. Make sure kids 

• Key Passage Poster
• penny or fake coin
• hand sanitizer (for use 

after touching money)

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Main Point Poster
• Story Sequence Cards
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open their Bibles to Matthew 21:12-17 for assistance.
You may also ask the following review questions:

1. What did Jesus do to the tables of the money 
changers? (He turned them over, Matt. 21:12)

2. Jesus said that God’s house should be a house of 
what? (prayer, Matt. 21:13)

3. What were the children shouting? (“Hosanna to the 
Son of David!” Matt. 21:15)

SAY •What types of things make you angry? Do you think 
that type of anger pleases God, or does not please 
God? What types of things are happening today that 
make God angry? Do they make you angry too? 
What can we, the church, do about those things?

Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Temple relay
If weather permits, play this game outside. Mark off a large
square area using cones or flags to be the temple. ivide 
children into two even teams, and tell them to gather at 
the center of one side of the temple. Give each child a strip 
of fabric. The first kid in each line must ca y her strip of 
fabric to her team’s bucket on the other side of the temple. 
Kids can choose to run around the temple to their bucket 
or take the shortcut through the temple. An adult helper 
will stand within the temple border. If the adult helper tags 
the child attempting a shortcut through the temple, that 
child must return to the front of her line and try again. The
helper cannot tag anyone on the outside of the temple. The
first team to successfully place all their strips of fabric in the
bucket wins!
SAY • We’ve talked a lot about the people who were 

charging too much for sacrifices or changing money, 

Option: Retell or review 
the Bible story using 
the bolded text of the 
Bible story script.

• cones or flags
• strips of fabric, 1 per kid
• buckets, 2

Tip: If you cannot play 
this game outside, kids 
may run the relay on 
their knees indoors.

LOW PREP
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but some men and women were using the temple as 
a shortcut to get from one place or another. These 
people were also misusing the temple, and Jesus 
drove them out. Jesus drove out the people who 
were misusing the temple.

OPTION 2: Hide-and-seek coins
Before class, hide 20 coins throughout the room. Tell 
children that you hid 20 coins in the room, and that they 
must find them all as quickly as possible. If time allows, 
allow children to take turns hiding the coins and play again.
SAY • Is it wrong to collect and use coins? Of course not! 

We can find many ways to glorify and worship God 
using our money. In today’s Bible story, the money 
changers were collecting coins and keeping others 
from worshiping God, and that is a sin. That’s why 
Jesus drove out the people who were misusing the 
temple.

• coins, 20
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Journal and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute each child’s journal. Ask the kids to write about 
or draw a picture to answer the following questions:

• What does this story teach me about God or about 
the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story? 

Make sure each child secures this week’s sheet in the journal, 
and then collect them. Keep the journals in the classroom 
so they will be available every week or as often as you wish 
to use them.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray for your group.

• pencils and crayons
• Journal Page
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents this 
week’s Big Picture Cards 
for Families to allow 
families to interact with 
the biblical content at 
home.
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