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UNIT 25
Session 1

Leader BIBLE STUDY

Three decades had passed since Jesus arrived on earth as a 
helpless baby. He grew up and began His ministry. People 
wondered, Could this be the Messiah? From the time sin 
entered the world through Adam, God was working out His 
rescue plan. Finally, at just the right time, God sent His Son 
into the world.

John the Baptist announced Jesus’ purpose: “Here is the 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” 
(John 1:29). Jesus called disciples to follow Him, and 
He spent three years teaching people about God and 
proclaiming the good news.

Use Week of:

Jesus Was Anointed

BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 26:6-13; John 12:1-8
MAIN POINT: Mary anointed Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Luke 4:18
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why do believers share the Lord’s Supper? 

Believers share the Lord’s Supper to remember Jesus’ life and death.

INTRODUCE THE STORY
(15–20 MINUTES)

PAGE 10

TEACH THE STORY
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 12

EXPERIENCE THE STORY 
(20–25 MINUTES)

PAGE 14
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Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

People began talking about the possible Messiah. If He 
really was the “Anointed One”—the promised Deliverer—
when would He rise up against the Roman government? 
As Jesus’ ministry came to a close, He made His way 
toward Jerusalem. But Jesus wasn’t about to overthrow a 
government; He was about to die.

Jesus was eating supper at Simon’s house in Bethany when 
Mary (the sister of Lazarus) poured oil over Jesus. Her act 
angered the disciples, who thought the oil should have 
been sold and the money used to help the poor. But Jesus 
affirmed Mary for her actions. Mary did not waste the oil; 
she used it to worship Jesus. Jesus allowed Mary to anoint 
Him because He deserved to be anointed. Jesus is more 
valuable than anything.

Help the preschoolers you teach see the bigger picture here. 
What happened in the days leading to Jesus’ death was part 
of God’s plan. Jesus said that Mary had prepared Him for 
burial (Matt. 26:12). Days later, Jesus died on the cross to 
rescue people from sin. On the third day, He rose from the 
dead. Jesus is alive!

Jesus is our Lord and Savior. God calls us to treasure Him 
more than anything or anyone else. We can show our love 
for Him through the ways we worship. He is worthy of all 
our praise.

Check out the video 
“The Big Story” for 
a picture of this 
quarter’s part in 
God’s big story of 
redemption.
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Jesus Was Anointed
Matthew 26:6-13; John 12:1-8

Every year, the Jewish people celebrated a holiday called 
Passover. They gathered together to remember a special 
event that happened long ago. When God’s people were 
slaves in Egypt, God rescued His people. God did great 
things to show the king of Egypt that God is in charge. 
Finally, the king of Egypt let God’s people go. God made 
Moses a leader of His people. Moses led them out of Egypt 
to a land God had promised to give them.

God did not want His people to forget what happened 
in Egypt, so every year, the Jewish people had a feast to 
remember. Many of the people traveled to the city of 
Jerusalem to get ready for the celebration.

A few days before the Passover feast began, Jesus went 
to the town of Bethany. Jesus’ friend Lazarus lived in 
Bethany. Lazarus’s sisters, Mary and Martha, lived there 
too.

Jesus went to a friend’s house for a meal. Jesus was 
relaxing at the table when Mary came to Him. She had 
a jar, and inside the jar was some very expensive oil. The 
oil smelled good, like a perfume. Mary broke open the 
jar and poured the oil on Jesus’ head and feet.

Jesus’ friends were at the house, and they were upset! 
They thought Mary had done a silly thing. The oil was 
worth a lot of money. One of Jesus’ friends said, “She 
could have sold the oil and used the money to help 
people who are poor!”

Jesus’ friends told Mary that she had done the wrong 
thing, but Jesus said, “Leave her alone. She has done a 
very good thing for Me.”

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Relax around a 
table: Lower the legs 
of a table or set a large 
piece of cardboard on 
some blocks to form a 
low table. Lay pillows 
or beanbag chairs 
around the table. Invite 
preschoolers to relax 
around the table as you 
tell the Bible story. 

• Use a fancy 
perfume bottle:  
Hold a fancy bottle 
of perfume while 
you tell the Bible 
story. Pantomime 
Mary’s actions at the 
appropriate moments.  

The BIBLE STORY
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Then Jesus said, “You will always have people around 
you who are poor, but you will not always have Me.” 
Jesus was going away soon. He knew He was going to die. 
By pouring oil on Jesus, Mary got Jesus’ body ready to be 
buried.

Jesus said that many people would hear about the good 
thing Mary had done. He said, “Wherever the good news 
about Me is told in the world, people will hear about 
this woman.”

Christ Connection: Mary did the right thing by pouring oil 
on Jesus. She worshiped Him. Jesus is most important, and He 
deserves to be worshiped. Jesus knew that He was going to die to 
rescue people from sin. He would be buried and then rise from 
the dead.

WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S WORD? 
GET 

MORE!

Invite preschoolers 
to check out this 

week’s devotionals 
to discover how 
God’s Word can 

help them grow in 
the gospel. Order 
in bulk, subscribe 

quarterly, or purchase 
individually. For 

more information, 
check out 

www.lifeway.com/
devotionals.
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Introduce THE STORY

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Was Anointed
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 26:6-13; John 12:1-8
MAIN POINT: Mary anointed Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Luke 4:18
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why do believers share the Lord’s Supper? 

Believers share the Lord’s Supper to remember Jesus’ life and death.

Welcome time
Play the unit theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Invite preschoolers to look at each row of jars and observe 
the pattern. Guide them to circle the jar that would come 
next in each row.
SAY • In today’s Bible story, Mary had a jar. Maybe it 

looked like one of these. Inside the jar was some very 
expensive oil. The oil smelled good, like a perfume. 
Listen to hear what Mary did with her expensive oil.

Play a “right thing or wrong thing” game 
Designate one side of the room to be the “right thing” side 
and the opposite side to be the “wrong thing” side. Guide 
preschoolers to stand in the center of the room. Explain 
that you will say an action. If preschoolers think the action 
is a right thing to do, they should move to the “right thing” 
side. If preschoolers think the action is a wrong thing to 

• “One” song
• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert download
• favorite toys related to 

the Bible story theme

• “Finish the Pattern” 
activity page, 
1 per child

• pencils or crayons

LOW PREP
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do, they should move to the “wrong thing” side. Lead 
preschoolers to return to the center before stating a new 
action. Use the suggested actions or create your own.

• Doing what your teacher says 
• Talking when the class is hearing the Bible story
• Taking a toy someone else is playing with
• Obeying your mom and dad
• Putting your toys away after you are finished
• Giving your brother or sister a hug

For the last statement say, “Pouring expensive oil on Jesus.”
SAY •  Mary poured expensive oil on Jesus’ feet in today’s 

Bible story. Jesus’ friends thought Mary had done the 
wrong thing, but Jesus said Mary had done a good 
thing. Listen to hear what happened.

Decide what things are worth 
Print and cut apart the “Value Items” printable. Hold up 
two images at a time. Ask preschoolers to decide which 
item is more valuable. Determine value based on the joy 
the item brings rather than the cost since preschoolers will 
not understand cost. Accept all answers since the value is 
subjective. Play until interest wanes.
SAY • In today’s Bible story, Mary showed that Jesus is more 

valuable than anything. Listen to hear how Mary 
worshiped Jesus and showed He is most important.  

Transition to teach the story
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, flip off the 
lights, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 
Invite preschoolers to pretend to sniff as they move to Bible 
study.

• “Value Items” printable
• scissors

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Introduce the Bible story
Place a small drop of baby oil on top of each preschooler’s 
hand. Encourage children to rub it in and smell their hand.
SAY • Doesn’t the oil I put on your hand smell good and 

make your skin feel soft? In today’s Bible story, Mary 
poured very special oil on Jesus. Listen to our Bible 
story to hear what Jesus said about what Mary did.

Watch or tell the Bible story
Place a bookmark at John 12 in your Bible. Invite a 
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • God talks to us in the Bible, and everything God says 

is true. The Bible is the most important of all books. 
Today’s Bible story is in two of the Gospels: Matthew 
and John. The Gospels tell about Jesus’ life on earth.

Show the video or tell the Bible story using the provided 
storytelling tips. Use the bolded version of the Bible story 
for young preschoolers.

Talk about the Bible story
SAY • The disciples were upset when Mary anointed Jesus, 

but Mary had done a very good thing. Jesus knew 
that He would soon die to rescue people from sin. 

• baby oil
• Allergy Alert download

• Bible 
• bookmark
• “Jesus Was Anointed” 

video
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

Teach THE STORY

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Was Anointed
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 26:6-13; John 12:1-8
MAIN POINT: Mary anointed Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Luke 4:18
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why do believers share the Lord’s Supper? 

Believers share the Lord’s Supper to remember Jesus’ life and death.
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Mary worshiped Jesus by anointing Him. Jesus is 
most important, and He deserves to be worshiped. 

Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline or big 
story circle as you ask the following review questions: 

1. Who anointed Jesus with very expensive oil? (Mary) 
2. Were Jesus’ friends happy that Mary used the oil to 

anoint Jesus? (No, they were upset because it was worth 
a lot of money.)

3. What did Jesus say about what Mary did? (She had 
done a very good thing.) 

4. What did Jesus know would happen to Him soon? 
(He was going to die to rescue people from sin.)

Learn the big picture question
SAY • Soon after Mary anointed Jesus, He died on the 

cross. Our big picture question is about something 
we do at church to remember Jesus’ life and death. 
It’s called the Lord’s Supper. Why do believers 
share the Lord’s Supper? Believers share the Lord’s 
Supper to remember Jesus’ life and death.

Practice the key passage 
Open your Bible to Luke 4:18. Read the key passage aloud 
several times. Sing together the key passage song, “The 
Spirit of the Lord.”
SAY • We learned that Mary anointed Jesus with oil in our 

Bible story today, but our key passage tells us that 
God anointed Jesus to preach the good news. The 
good news is that Jesus died and rose from the dead 
to rescue people from sin.

Transition to experience the story 

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Key Passage Poster
• “The Spirit of the Lord” 

song

13Jesus the Anointed One

© 2017 LifeWay



Experience THE STORY

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Was Anointed 
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 26:6-13; John 12:1-8
MAIN POINT: Mary anointed Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Luke 4:18
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why do believers share the Lord’s Supper? 

Believers share the Lord’s Supper to remember Jesus’ life and death.

Sing a song
Sing to the tune of “Mary Had a Little Lamb” :

“ Mary had a little jar, little jar, little jar 
Mary had a little jar 
She poured the oil on Jesus. 
 
Mary showed her love for Him, love for Him, love for 
Him 
Mary showed her love for Him 
Jesus is most important.”

SAY • Mary anointed Jesus. Mary did the right thing by 
pouring oil on Jesus. She worshiped Him. Jesus is 
most important. He deserves to be worshiped. Jesus 
knew that He was going to die to rescue people from 
sin. He would be buried and then rise from the dead.

Engage the sense of smell 
Gather several foods or spices with a strong aroma. 
Suggestions include lemon slices, coffee grounds, black 
pepper, onion slices, or cinnamon. Place each food or spice 
in a separate opaque container. Allow preschoolers to come 
up one at a time, close their eyes, and smell the contents 
of the container. Once all the preschoolers have smelled 

LOW PREP

• Allergy Alert download
• foods or spices
• opaque containers 

with lids
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a particular food or spice, invite them to guess what they 
smelled. Reveal the food or spice.
SAY • The oil Mary anointed Jesus with smelled good, like 

a perfume. Mary poured the oil on Jesus’ head and 
feet. Mary worshiped Him. Jesus is most important, 
and He deserves to be worshiped. Jesus knew that He 
was going to die to rescue people from sin. He would 
be buried and then rise from the dead.

Perform an oil and water experiment
Remove the label and half the water from a bottle of water. 
Fill the rest of the jar with vegetable oil leaving an inch of 
space. Replace the cap. Consider covering the cap with duct 
tape to secure it. Invite preschoolers to take turns shaking 
the bottle and observing what happens. 

Next, mix a generous squirt of the liquid detergent 
and food color in a bowl. Remove the bottle cap and use 
an eyedropper to add the colored detergent to the bottle. 
Observe what happens. Add a teaspoon of salt to the bottle 
to see another reaction if you wish. 
SAY • Oil is different from water, so they do not mix. 

Mary anointed Jesus with oil. The oil Mary used to 
anoint Jesus was special. Mary used her oil to show 
how special Jesus is. Jesus is most important, and He 
alone deserves to be worshiped.

Paint with oil 
Explain to preschoolers that they will create a painting, but 
instead of using paint and a paintbrush, they will use oil 
and a cotton swab. Give a preschooler a colored sheet of 
construction paper. Poor a small amount of baby oil into a 
bowl. Invite the preschooler to dip one end of a cotton swab 

• bottled water
• vegetable oil 
• duct tape (optional) 
• liquid dishwashing 

detergent
• food color
• bowl 
• plastic spoon 
• eyedropper 
• salt (optional) 
• Allergy Alert download

• construction paper
• baby oil 
• small bowl 
• cotton swabs
• smocks
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into the oil and then use the cotton swab to draw a design 
on his paper. Use a marker to write the main point on his 
artwork. Invite the preschooler to hold up his art toward the 
light to see how the oil made the paper transparent.
SAY • We used cotton swabs to dab our oil on our paper. 

We did not want to waste it or make a mess. When 
Mary anointed Jesus, she broke the bottle and 
poured all of it out on Jesus. Pouring the oil on Jesus 
was not a waste. In fact, we could pour all the most 
expensive oil in the world on Jesus, and He would 
still deserve more. Jesus is most important of all. He 
deserves all of our worship and more! 

Brainstorm ways to worship
Lead preschoolers in brainstorming ways they can worship 
Jesus and show that He is most important to them. If 
preschoolers need help getting started, ask them to think 
of places they usually go or things they like to do. Write 
down what preschoolers say. Affirm all suggestions. Once 
you gather a good selection of ideas, assign one to each 
preschooler. Lead preschoolers to use chalk on a chalkboard 
to draw the way to worship. If weather permits, consider 
going outside and using chalk on the sidewalk. 
SAY • Mary anointed Jesus. She worshiped Jesus by 

pouring oil on Him. You all thought of many ways 
we can worship Jesus. When we worship, we are 
showing on the outside what is going on in our 
hearts on the inside. Jesus is most important, and He 
deserves to be worshiped. Jesus died on the cross to 
rescue us from sin. He was buried and then rose from 
the dead. He deserves all our worship! 

• paper 
• marker
• chalk 
• small chalkboards
• sidewalk chalk 

(optional)
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Snack
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Guide preschoolers to clean their areas. Take a restroom 
break and wash hands. Gather preschoolers for snack time. 
Thank God for the snack. 

Serve apple slices sprinkled with cinnamon for snack. 
Comment on the good smell. Remind preschoolers that 
Mary anointed Jesus with oil that smelled good. Mary 
anointed Jesus to worship Him. Jesus is most important, 
and He deserves to be worshiped. Jesus knew that He was 
going to die to rescue people from sin. He would be buried 
and then rise from the dead.

Transition 
When a child finishes his snack, guide him to throw away 
any trash. He may select a book or puzzle to examine, play 
quietly with play dough or a favorite toy, or color the Bible 
story coloring page.

Offer the journal page and invite preschoolers to draw a 
picture of a way they can show Jesus He is most important 
to them. Remind preschoolers of ideas they brainstormed 
earlier to give them direction. Pray for the children.
SAY • God, Jesus showed us the greatest love of all when 

He died on the cross and rose again to rescue us from 
sin. Help us to love Him most of all. Help us to want 
to give Him the best of everything we have. Amen.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert download 
• snack food
• paper cups and napkins 

• books
• puzzles 
• play dough 
• Journal Page printable, 

1 per child 
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page
• crayons
• Big Picture Cards for 

Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and 
Preschoolers
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