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Not Ashamed of the Gospel
Scott Ardavanis
Romans 1:14–16

Sermon Synopsis
Three Marvelous Statements as to Why Paul is Not Ashamed of the Gospel

1. The gospel is the proclamation of the good news.
2. The gospel is the demonstration of God’s power.
3. To be continued…

Questions
Warm-Up

How did Pastor Scott characterize the relationship of Romans 1:14–17 to the rest of
Romans? What about to the rest of Scripture?

Discussion
1. Discuss what Paul means when he says that he is “under obligation both to Greeks and

to barbarians.” What is the idea of being under obligation? Who were Greeks? Who
were barbarians? How do those concepts apply today?

2. What does it mean for Paul to be not ashamed of the gospel? What are the two reasons
(so far) for why he is not ashamed? Explain each of them.

3. What does “gospel” mean? Why is the gospel described in this way? Discuss the
ramifications of this concept for evangelism.

4. What power is demonstrated by the gospel? Why is this so powerful?
5. How have you seen churches or people manifest that they are ashamed of the gospel?

Application
1. In verse 15, Paul is “eager” to preach the gospel. That word describes eagerness to

serve, readiness, and an eagerness of the spirit. What might such an eagerness look
like for you this week?

2. Pastor Scott asked, why do churches lose power? How can you play a part in ensuring
that GCV maintains its gospel power?

3. What is the gospel? Share it in one minute. Group members can assist each other.

Prayer Suggestion: Pray that Grace Church of the Valley would be gospel-focused to the glory
of God, never ashamed of it.
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Missions Prayer Requests

For this month, we are
highlighting and praying for the
Stepanians!

In God’s grace and sovereignty,
John Paul and Sarah were raised
in families who had God-fearing
parents who taught them the
gospel. John Paul was trained in
Bible and Education at
Multnomah Bible College and
afterward served as a youth
pastor for five years in California.
He earned a master’s of Divinity from Phoenix Seminary in 2014. In addition to serving in
pastoral ministry for 10 years, he has also worked in construction as a project manager. His
wife of 15 years thinks the world of him, and his six children adore him and can’t wait for him to
come home every evening! John Paul loves God’s Word and is excited about helping others
love it, too. The Stepanians were sent out from Grace Church of the Valley in 2019 and
currently serve with SOS ministries in Uganda.

1. Please pray for their church, Community Bible Church of Kubamitwe, for spiritual growth
in maturity and strength, for God to raise up more elders through faithful discipleship.

2. Please pray for Shepherds Training Center, that God would allow it to grow in terms of
developing the faculty and organizational structures and procedures so that they would
be able to train more men, more effectively.

3. Pray for their family: for their marriage to grow even stronger and for their parenting to be
faithful for the glory of God.

Thank you for praying for our missionaries!


