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The Sword of the Spirit
Scott Ardavanis
Ephesians 6:17b

Sermon Synopsis

1. Identifying the Specific Sword
a. Machaira Sword (Dagger)

2. Identifying its Spiritual Truth
a. The Sword of the/given by/that comes from the Spirit.
b. The Spirit of God makes the Word of God an effective tool in our life.

3. Identifying the Spiritual Application
a. You must know the specific portions of God’s Word that address

particular sins and temptations.
4. Three Exhortations

a. Hide the Word of God in Your Heart
b. Hunger for the Word of God in Your Heart
c. Hold the Word of God in Your Heart

Questions

Warm-Up

What do 2 Timothy 3:16 and Psalm 19 tell us about the Bible? What are some
implications of this for your daily life?

Discussion

1. How does this piece of the armor of God differ from all of the others? Why is
that significant?

2. Pastor Scott talked about two kinds of swords that the Romans used. What
were they and which one is Paul referring to here? Why would he use this one?

3. What does it mean to call this the “sword OF the Spirit?” How does the Spirit
relate to this sword? How does the Spirit relate to God’s Word?

4. What were the two views on the application of the “Word of God” that Pastor
Scott discussed? Which one is correct? Is the concept of the “Word” here
general or specific?
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Application

1. Read Matthew 4:1-11. How does Jesus respond to Satan’s temptations? How
can you? Give specific examples from your own life.

2. Read Psalm 119:9-11, how can you focus on hiding, hungering for, and holding
the Word in your heart? What are some strategies? How can your group help?

3. Brainstorm some verses that might speak to specific temptations that you have
dealt with and commit with your group to memorize one of them this week.

Prayer Suggestion: Pray that Grace Church of the Valley would be fully equipped with
the armor of God, complete with the sword of the Spirit, for the trials and temptations
of this coming week.

Missions Prayer Requests

For this month, we are highlighting and praying for Grace for the Innocent, GCV’s
ministry in the areas of Abortion Resistance, Pregnancy Care Center, and
adoption/foster care. If you are interested in being involved in Grace for the Innocent in
any of these areas, please come to an informational meeting on Sunday, February 19,
in the Generations Building, Room 203 immediately following the worship service! Light
snacks will be provided.

1. Pray for continued success in Abortion Resistance.
2. Pray for the meeting on February 19, that more of our people will get involved.
3. Pray for the gospel opportunities we will have in the future with pregnancy,

adoption, and foster care.

Thank you for praying for missions!


