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UNIT 23
Session 1

Leader BIBLE STUDY

Jesus’ ministry had begun. He called disciples and traveled 
to the region of Galilee. Jesus spent His time on earth 
teaching and performing miracles, preparing for His 
ultimate mission: to die on the cross for the salvation of 
sinners. Jesus’ miracles were signs that pointed to greater 
truths about who Jesus is and why He had come.

John 2 records Jesus’ first miracle at a wedding in Cana. 
Jesus’ mother told Jesus that the wine had run out. 
Culturally, running out of wine was a big deal. Weddings 
were important events, and the celebration could last a 
week. To run out of wine was a social disaster. But Jesus 
responded in a surprising way: “What has this concern of 

Use Week of:

Jesus Turned Water to Wine

BIBLE PASSAGE: John 2:1-12
MAIN POINT: Jesus turned water into wine.
KEY PASSAGE: John 20:31
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus perform miracles? Jesus performed 

miracles to show He is God’s Son.

SMALL GROUP OPENING 
(15–20 MINUTES)

PAGE 84

LARGE GROUP BIBLE STUDY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 86

SMALL GROUP ACTIVITIES 
(20–25 MINUTES)

PAGE 88

80 Preschool Leader Guide
Unit 23 • Session 1

© 2016 LifeWay



1

Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

yours to do with Me, woman? My hour has not yet come” 
(John 2:4).

To understand Jesus’ answer, remember that Jesus’ miracles 
were not an end unto themselves. They were signs, pointing 
to something greater. When the wine ran out, Jesus turned 
water to wine to show that He is the Messiah, the Son of 
God.

Jesus offers us something greater than wine—Himself. Jesus 
is the true vine. On that day, His hour had not yet come. 
Jesus knew what lay ahead; to give us Himself, He would 
shed His own blood by dying on the cross for our sin.

When Jesus’ disciples witnessed His miracle, the jars of wine 
were not the focus of their awe and wonder. Through the 
miracle, Jesus displayed His glory and His disciples believed 
in Him. Jesus was driven by His Father’s plan—not to 
simply solve the problem of lacking wine, but to solve the 
deepest problem we face, the problem of sin.

As you teach preschoolers, point them beyond Jesus’ 
miracles to see Jesus for who He is. Jesus performed miracles 
to help people believe that He is the Messiah, the Son of 
God. Through His death and resurrection, Jesus provided 
what we need most—forgiveness and eternal life.
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Jesus Turned Water to Wine
John 2:1-12

One day, Jesus’ mother, Mary, went to a wedding 
feast. Jesus and His friends were there too. When the 
guests had finished all the wine, Mary told Jesus, “They 
do not have any more wine.”

Mary knew Jesus would help, so she told the servants to 
follow His instructions.

There were six large stone water jars at the feast. Jesus 
told the servants to fill the jars with water. The servants 
filled the jars to the top. Then Jesus said, “Now take some 
of the water out and give it to the man in charge of the 
feast.”

The servants did what Jesus said. The man in charge 
tasted the drink; the water had turned into wine! The 
man did not know where the wine had come from, but the 
servants knew that Jesus had done a miracle.

The man in charge called to the groom and said, 
“Usually the best wine is served first. Then, after the 
guests have finished it, the other wine is served. But you 
have kept the best for last!”

This was the first miracle Jesus did. It showed how 
great Jesus is, and Jesus’ friends believed in Him.

After the wedding feast, Jesus went to a town called 
Capernaum (kuh PUHR nay uhm) with His mother, 
brothers, and friends. They stayed there for a few days.

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Use props: Gather six 
jars, a pitcher of water, 
and a cup. Fill the jars 
with water, pour a cup, 
and take a sip at the 
appropriate parts of the 
Bible story.  When you 
finish the Bible story, 
show preschoolers that 
the water is still water. 
Point out that only Jesus 
could make water into 
wine.

• Act it out: Invite 
the children to act 
out the feelings of the 
people at the wedding 
feast. Pause to give 
preschoolers a chance to 
act out the emotions in 
each part of the story. 

The BIBLE STORY
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Christ Connection: Jesus did miracles to help people believe 
that He is the Son of God. Jesus has power over everything, and 
anyone who believes in Him will live with Him forever.

WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S WORD? 
GET 

MORE!

Invite preschoolers 
to check out this 

week’s devotionals 
to discover that 

Jesus’ first miracle 
gave God glory. God 

calls all believers 
to good works to 

give HIm glory and 
grow His kingdom. 
(Eph. 2:10) Order 
in bulk, subscribe 

quarterly, or purchase 
individually. For 

more information, 
check out 

www.lifeway.com/
devotionals.
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Small Group OPENING

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Turned Water to Wine
BIBLE PASSAGE: John 2:1-12
MAIN POINT: Jesus turned water into wine.
KEY PASSAGE: John 20:31
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus perform miracles? Jesus performed 

miracles to show He is God’s Son.

Welcome time
Play the unit theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Guide preschoolers to use a blue marker or crayon to “fill” 
the jars with water. Then show them how to color over the 
blue with a red crayon or marker to make purple.
SAY • When you colored over the blue with red, you made 

purple. Experimenting with color is fun, but in 
today’s Bible story, Jesus turned clear water into 
purple wine. 

Play “Mother, May I?” 
Select one child to be Mother. Mother stands by herself at 
one end of the room while the rest of the group stands in 
a line at the other end of the room behind a designated 
starting line facing Mother. Children take turns asking 
Mother if they may take a number of steps forward by 
saying, “Mother, may I?” Mother replies with a “Yes, you 

• “I Will Stand” song
• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert download
• favorite toys related to 

the Bible story theme

• “Fill the Jars” activity 
page, 1 per child

• markers or crayons

LOW PREP
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may,” or, “No, you may not.” The first child to reach Mother 
is the winner and becomes Mother for the next game.
SAY • In today’s Bible story, Jesus and His mother, Mary, 

were at a wedding feast. Something happened at the 
feast that could have ruined the party. Mary asked 
Jesus to help. She told the servants to follow Jesus’ 
instructions.

Fold napkins
Provide cloth napkins and napkin rings. Square shapes 
work best. If cloth napkins or napkin rings are unavailable, 
use paper napkins and make rings by cutting paper towel 
tubes into 2-inch lengths. Help preschoolers fold a napkin 
accordion-style and place the napkin in a napkin ring. 
For older preschoolers, guide them in performing more 
advanced folds such as the napkin ring fan fold or the 
triangle fold. If you are unfamiliar with these folding 
techniques, look them up online before the session.
SAY • What fancy folded napkins! Your napkins are worthy 

of a feast! In today’s Bible story, Jesus’ mother, Mary, 
went to a wedding feast. Jesus and His friends were 
there too. Listen to our story to find out what Mary 
told Jesus at the wedding feast. 

Transition to Bible study
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, flip off the 
lights, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 
Invite preschoolers to hold up one finger signifying the 
number one as they move to Bible study. Explain that 
today’s Bible story is about Jesus’ first miracle while He was 
on earth.

• cloth napkins
• napkin rings 
• paper napkins 

(optional) 
• paper towel tubes 

(optional) 
• scissors (optional) 

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Introduce the Bible story
SAY • Have you ever been to a wedding? What was it like? 

What did you see there? [Allow preschoolers to share.] 
In today’s Bible story, Jesus, His mother, and His 
friends were at a wedding feast. There was a problem, 
and Jesus’ mother asked Him to help.

Watch or tell the Bible story
Place a bookmark at John 2 in your Bible. Invite a 
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • Everything in the Bible is true, so we can believe what 

it says. God gives us His very own words in the Bible. 
Today’s Bible story is from the Book of John. 

Show the video or tell the Bible story using the provided 
storytelling tips. Use the bolded version of the Bible story 
for young preschoolers.

Talk about the Bible story
SAY • Jesus turned water to wine. Jesus’ wine was better 

than the wine that had already been served. This was 
the first miracle Jesus did we read about in the Bible. 
A miracle is something done by God’s power that is 
normally impossible.

Option: If you are 
married, show some 
photos or short 
videos from your 
wedding.

• Bible 
• bookmark
• “Jesus Turned Water to 

Wine” video
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

Large Group LEADER

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Turned Water to Wine
BIBLE PASSAGE: John 2:1-12
MAIN POINT: Jesus turned water into wine.
KEY PASSAGE: John 20:31
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus perform miracles? Jesus performed 

miracles to show He is God’s Son.
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Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline or big 
story circle as you ask the following review questions: 

1. Where were Jesus, His friends, and His mother in 
our Bible story? (wedding feast) 

2. What drink ran out at the wedding feast? (wine) 
3. Jesus told the servants to fill the six jars with what? 

(water) 
4. When the man in charge of the feast tasted the water 

from the jars, what had the water turned into? (wine) 
5. What did the man in charge say about how the wine 

tasted? (It was better than the wine served before.)

Learn the big picture question
SAY • Our big picture question is, Why did Jesus perform 

miracles? Jesus performed miracles to show He is 
God’s Son. Jesus did miracles to help people believe 
that He is the Son of God. Jesus has power over 
everything, and anyone who believes in Him will live 
with Him forever.

Practice the key passage 
Open your Bible to John 20:31. Read the key passage aloud 
several times. Sing together the key passage song, “These 
Are Written.”
SAY • Our Bible story is from John and so is our key 

passage. The key passage tells why John wrote down 
the things Jesus did while He was on earth. John 
wrote so that everyone who hears these stories will 
believe that Jesus is the Messiah, God’s Son—the 
One God promised to send.

Transition to small groups 

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Key Passage Poster
• “These Are Written” 

song
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Small Group ACTIVITIES

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Turned Water to Wine 
BIBLE PASSAGE: John 2:1-12
MAIN POINT: Jesus turned water into wine.
KEY PASSAGE: John 20:31
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus perform miracles? Jesus performed 

miracles to show He is God’s Son.

Play a key passage matching game
Break up the key passage into phrases. Write each phrase on 
construction paper. Use a different color for each phrase. 
Make two matching sets. Assemble the key passage on the 
floor and place the matching phrases around the room. 
Invite preschoolers to find the phrases around the room. 
When a preschooler finds a key passage phrase, he should 
place it on top of the same phrase in the assembled key 
passage on the floor. Encourage younger preschoolers to 
match the colors. Say the key passage together. Hide the 
phrases and play again.
SAY • Our key passage tells us why Jesus did miracles and 

why they were written in the Bible. Why did Jesus 
perform miracles? Jesus performed miracles to 
show He is God’s Son. Jesus’ miracles helped the 
people who saw them to believe that Jesus is God the 
Son. When we hear about Jesus’ miracles from the 
Bible, we see that Jesus has power over everything. 
If we turn from our sin and believe in Jesus, we are 
forgiven and get to live with Him forever. 

Build with cups 
Invite preschoolers to use plastic cups as blocks and build 
structures. 

• construction paper
• marker

LOW PREP

• plastic cups
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SAY • Usually we use cups for drinking, but today we 
used cups for building! Do you think we used as 
many cups to build as the wedding guests used at 
the wedding feast to drink the wine Jesus made? 
Jesus turned water into wine to help people believe 
that He is the Son of God. Jesus has power over 
everything, and anyone who believes in Him will live 
with Him forever.

Paint with watercolors
Set out watercolors, paintbrushes, and small cups of water. 
Print a “Water Jars” printable for each preschooler on 
heavyweight paper. Invite preschoolers to paint the jars on 
their paper. Write the main point on each preschooler’s 
artwork.
SAY • We painted the jars on our paper with water. Jesus 

told the servants to fill real water jars with real 
water. Jesus turned water into wine. This was the 
first miracle the Bible tells us Jesus did. We will 
learn about many miracles Jesus did. Jesus’ miracles 
showed everyone that Jesus really is the Son of God. 
Jesus has power over everything because He is God! 

Make wedding punch
Chill ginger ale, orange juice, and fruit punch until time to 
assemble the punch. Invite preschoolers to help pour the 
orange juice and fruit punch together in a punch bowl. Stir 
the mixture with a ladle. Then slowly pour in the ginger ale. 
Stir gently. Serve the punch in plastic cups. Consider adding 
frozen berries to the punch. 
SAY • Often punch like this is served at weddings. At the 

wedding in our Bible story, wine was served, but 

• “Water Jars “ printable, 
1 per child

• heavyweight paper
• watercolors
• paintbrushes 
• small cups of water
• smocks
• marker

• Allergy Alert download 
• ginger ale, 2-liter bottle
• orange juice, 1 large 

carton
• fruit punch , 2-liter 

bottle
• punch bowl or other 

large bowl 
• ladle 
• plastic cups
• frozen berries (optional) 
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it ran out before the feast was over. Jesus turned 
water into wine. Jesus did not do this miracle just so 
everyone would have something to drink. Jesus did 
miracles to help people believe that He is the Son of 
God. Jesus has power over everything, and anyone 
who believes in Him will live with Him forever.

Fill cups with water
Position a large plastic tub on a towel on top of a table. 
Place a large bowl of water and six plastic cups in the tub. 
Invite a preschooler to use a ladle to fill the cups with water 
from the bowl. When she finishes, she may pour the water 
from the cups back into the bowl and play again.
SAY • You filled six cups with water. The servants in our 

Bible story filled six stone jars to the top with water 
just as Jesus said. Jesus turned water into wine. 
The man in charge did not know where the wine 
had come from, but the servants knew that Jesus 
had done a miracle. Jesus has power over everything, 
and anyone who believes in Him will live with Him 
forever.

• large plastic tub
• towel
• large plastic bowl 
• plastic cups, 6
• ladles

90 Preschool Leader Guide
Unit 23 • Session 1

© 2016 LifeWay



Snack
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Guide preschoolers to clean their areas. Take a restroom 
break and wash hands. Gather preschoolers for snack time. 
Thank God for the snack. 

Serve cake for snack. Remark to preschoolers that cake 
is often served at weddings. Explain how running out of 
wine at a wedding in Jesus’ time was a very big deal. Jesus’ 
mother knew Jesus could help. Jesus turned water to wine 
and saved the day, but more important than that, Jesus 
showed He is God’s Son who had come to save people 
from sin.

Transition 
When a child finishes his snack, guide him to throw away 
any trash. He may select a book or puzzle to examine, play 
quietly with play dough or a favorite toy, or color the Bible 
story coloring page.

Offer the journal page and invite preschoolers to draw 
a picture of their favorite drink. Invite them to imagine it 
changing before their eyes. Ask, Why did Jesus perform 
miracles? Jesus performed miracles to show He is God’s 
Son. Jesus has power over everything. Anyone who believes 
in Him will live with Him forever. Pray for the children.
SAY • God, thank You for making sure we hear about the 

miracles Jesus performed by putting them in the 
Bible. Help all of us see that Jesus is Your Son and 
help us put our trust in Him. Amen. 

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert download 
• snack food
• paper cups and napkins 

• books
• puzzles 
• play dough 
• Journal Page printable, 

1 per child 
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page
• crayons
• Big Picture Cards for 

Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and 
Preschoolers
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