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Grace Group Discussion Guide

God’s Word for Those Who Work (Part 1)
Ephesians 6:5–7

Sermon Synopsis
“Paul does not sanction slavery, but assumes the presence of it. He helps
believers understand what it means to live responsibly in this context … This
helps us understand facets of the employee/employer relationship.”

-Pastor Scott

Four distinctive marks of obeying your earthly master:

1. Attitude of respect/reverence (6:5)
a. Obey with “fear and trembling” as unto the Lord

2. Heart of integrity (6:5b, 6)
a. Be sincere (no duplicity, no cracks, no wax) as unto the Lord
b. Not only while being watched, but when no one sees but the Lord

(#3 and #4 will be covered in Part 2 next Sunday)

Warm-Up Question

What are some similarities AND dissimilarities between the slave/master and
employee/employer relationship?

Discussion

1. How is work a spiritual endeavor?
2. What does “eye-service” & people-pleasing look like? What pitfalls arise from it?
3. How does being a slave to Christ effect our service to others?
4. How does teaching children to obey prepare them for a life of work?
5. Why is it easier for the world to accept a woman’s submission to her employer

than to her own husband? (Eph 5:22)
6. How does trying to serve both God and money make for both a bad servant and

bad employer? (Matt 6:24)

Application

What are the limitations to obedience in your workplace?
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Prayer Suggestion: Pray for the ministries of our church, especially the upcoming
Harvest Feast, that it will be a time of encouragement for our church and an
opportunity to give thanks to our faithful God.

Missionary Prayer Requests

For this month, we are highlighting and praying for Shannon and Danielle Hurley and
family who are serving in Uganda. The Hurleys have asked for prayer for the following:

Community Bible Church of Kubamitwe - Pray that God will soften hearts in our
community to respond to the gospel and that God would grow his church and make
everyone ministers and evangelists.

Shepherds Training College - Pray that God will continue to provide an effective
group of gifted, called men to train our pastors. Pray that God will give  wisdom as we
build the degree program with professors and training methods.

Church Strengthening - Pray that God would give us wisdom to know how to
effectively encourage and strengthen the Baptist Union of Uganda and the Baptist
Convention of South Sudan. Pray that God will unify the leadership for Kingdom
purposes.

Legacy Christian Academy - Pray that God will continue to raise up teachers who
have a passion to shepherd the children of our community and that God would
powerfully work in the hearts of these students to know, love, and follow Christ from a
young age.

Community Outreach - Pray that God will give us wisdom as we continue to
contemplate best strategies for reaching our community and as we separate this
ministry from our ministry to those suffering from disabilities.

SOS Medical Clinic- This is a new ministry. Pray that we will set it up to effectively love
and care for our community as they suffer from various illnesses and diseases. Pray
that we can set a tone of love, compassion, and a powerful gospel message.


