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Grace Group Discussion Guide

The Gospel Comes Home
The Father’s Responsibility

Ephesians 6:4

Sermon Synopsis

Paul gives fathers two commands for their children, one is stated negatively, and the
other is stated positively.

1. Do not provoke your children to anger.
2. Bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.

Questions

Warm-Up

Discuss the connection between the filling of the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 6:18),
mutual submission (Ephesians 6:21), and today’s passage.

Discussion

1. How did Pastor Scott describe the condition of children in Paul’s day? What
were the major issues that could have informed his writing of this command?
How does this compare to today?

2. What is Paul’s negative command to fathers? What does it mean to provoke?
How does it happen? What are the results of provocation?

3. What is Paul’s positive command to fathers? What does it mean to bring them
up? What is biblical discipline? (See Hebrews 12:5-11, Proverbs 13:24, and
Proverbs 23:13-14)

4. What does it mean to bring up children in the instruction of the Lord? (See
Colossians 1:28, Titus 3:10, and Deuteronomy 6:7)

5. What are the four essential parts of a father’s responsibility that Pastor Scott
mentioned? What are the risks of having some but not all of them?
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Application

Fathers, how are you doing according to Ephesians 6:4? Future fathers, what
seems like it will be most difficult about these commands? Mature fathers, what
wisdom would you offer to younger fathers? Mothers and future mothers, where
do you see your role in fulfilling these commands?

Prayer Suggestion: Ask that GCV would be blessed with faithful, growing fathers who
do not provoke their children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and
instruction of the Lord, and who are able to disciple others to do the same.

Missionary Prayer Requests

For this month, we are highlighting and praying for Shannon and Danielle Hurley and
family who are serving in Uganda. The Hurleys have asked for prayer for the following:

Community Bible Church of Kubamitwe - Pray that God will soften hearts in our
community to respond to the gospel and that God would grow his church and make
everyone ministers and evangelists.

Shepherds Training College - Pray that God will continue to provide an effective
group of gifted, called men to train our pastors. Pray that God will give  wisdom as we
build the degree program with professors and training methods.

Church Strengthening - Pray that God would give us wisdom to know how to
effectively encourage and strengthen the Baptist Union of Uganda and the Baptist
Convention of South Sudan. Pray that God will unify the leadership for Kingdom
purposes.

Legacy Christian Academy - Pray that God will continue to raise up teachers who
have a passion to shepherd the children of our community and that God would
powerfully work in the hearts of these students to know, love, and follow Christ from a
young age.

Community Outreach - Pray that God will give us wisdom as we continue to
contemplate best strategies for reaching our community and as we separate this
ministry from our ministry to those suffering from disabilities.

SOS Medical Clinic- This is a new ministry. Pray that we will set it up to effectively love
and care for our community as they suffer from various illnesses and diseases. Pray
that we can set a tone of love, compassion, and a powerful gospel message.


