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Be Filled with the Spirit, Pt. 1 
Ephesians 5:18 

05-15-2022 

Prayer: Thank God for gift of the Holy Spirit that indwells us, seals us and fills us. Pray that our lives 
would reflect a life that is filled with the Spirit, which is a life that is in submission to Christ.  

❖ SERMON SYNOPSIS (You may or may not use this section – For review purposes)  

• In Ephesians 5:18, Paul commands Christians to be filled with the Spirit. This command will be 
examined under three headings: 

1. Its Counterfeit (vs. 18a) – Do not get drunk 

2. Its Command (vs. 18b) – Be filled with the Spirit 

3. Its Consequences (vv. 19-21) 

 



❖ TIMELESS TRUTH (Finding and Applying the Significance) 

Read Ephesians 5:15-18  

In Eph. 5:18, Paul gives a concrete example of what it is to walk in wisdom by giving a command. That 
command is that Christians be filled with the Spirit. The questions below will help us understand and 
apply this command.  

1. From what we understand of the culture in Ephesus, why is Paul’s forbidding of getting drunk as 
opposed to being filled with the Spirit notable? Are there any similarities in the purpose/practice of 
drunkenness in Ephesus and in our own times? Explain.  

2. How have you generally understood the term “be filled with the Spirit”? Based on that 
understanding, how was Sunday’s sermon eye opening for you, if at all? 

3. What are some of the unique characteristics of being filled with the Spirit? For clues, answer these 
questions: 

o Is it a one time or continuous thing? 

o Is it something you do (active) or something that is done to you (passive)? 

o Is it for a select few or for everyone? 

o Is it optional or critical to the Christian life? 

4. What is it to be baptized and indwelled by the Holy Spirit? (Rom. 8:9, 1 Cor. 12:13) How are they 
different from being filled with the Spirit? 

5. Is every Christian filled with the Spirit as per Eph. 5:18? What is the evidence of a life that is filled 
with the Spirit? (Gal. 5:22-24) How does your life look based on that evidence? How are you 
seeking to walk in the Spirit?  

 


