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Prayer: Thank God for a saving us and putting us into the body of Christ. Pray that we would stand firm on 
Christ and His word in the midst of a perverse culture. 

❖ TIMELESS TRUTH (Finding and Applying the Significance) 

Read Matthew 16:15-18  

In Matthew 16:15-18, Christ affirms Peter’s statement about him being the Son of the living God. It is 
this foundational truth that the church would be built upon. Furthermore, no earthly powers or rulers will 
be able to thwart God’s plan for his people. The discussion questions below will help us apply these 
truths to our lives.  

1. In Matthew 16:18, who is the “rock” (1 Pet. 2:6-7)? What is the significance of that rock to the 
church’s fight against darkness (Psalm 2:1-9)? 

2. In Matthew 16:18, what is the meaning of “gates of hell”? How did the gates of hell not prevail 
against the rock (Acts 2:24, Rom. 6:9)? How do the “gates of hell” not prevail against the church 
(Acts 8:1-6, 1 Cor. 15:55-57)? 

The gates of hell translates to the gates of hades. Hades is the place where the unbelieving dead 
dwell. In ancient times, the gate of a city was the main point of access to a city especially during 
wars. The gate would signify the city’s power. Therefore, the gates of hell is generally understood to 
be the power of death. 

3. The attacks against the church continue to increase around the world. How is the church being 
attacked in the area of creation and marriage (Gen. 1:1,27 2:20-25)? How are you seeing these 
attacks play out in your community (in areas such as education, medicine, politics, church etc.)? 

4. The individual, the family, the church and the community are often the vehicles through which godly 
values can be instilled and nurtured. 

o How do you currently or plan to instill and nurture godliness in your own life? 
o How do you currently or plan to instill and nurture godliness in your family? 
o How do you currently or plan to instill and nurture godliness in your church? 
o How do you currently or plan to instill and nurture godliness in your community? 

5. Is there any perfectly safe place (family, town, political party etc.) for the Christian in this world? If 
not, how can you guard against hopelessness (John 15:18,19, John 16:33, 2 Tim. 1:12)? 

 



 


