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Main Idea: The book of Revelation reveals Jesus Christ as the Savior-King whose finished 
work on the cross accomplishes a victorious return.   

I. The Background of Revelation 

1. It's a book meant to reveal, not conceal 

2. It’s a letter and a prophecy that contains apocalyptic elements 

3. It’s written to the church 

4. Though its primarily about judgment, its overall message is one of hope 

5. Blessing is promised to those who read it and heed it 

II. The Big Picture of the Revelation 

1. The Things You Have Seen (1:1–1:20) 

‣ Clothed in a robe reaching to the feet and golden sash across the chest 

‣ Head and hair white 

‣ Eyes like a flame or fire 

‣ Feet burnished bronze (heated bronze) 

‣ Voice like many waters 

‣ Seven stars in right hand 

‣ Sharp two-edged sword coming from his mouth 

‣ Face like the sun shining 



2. The Things Which Are (2:1–3:22) 

‣ Ephesus (2:1–7) 

Problem: Left their first love 

Exhortation: Remember, repent, re-do 

‣ Smyrna (2:8–11) 

Problem: Tribulation and persecution 

Exhortation: Don’t fear; be faithful! 

‣ Pergamum (2:12–17) 

Problem: False teachers in the church 

Exhortation: Remove them 

‣ Thyatira (2:18–29) 

Problem: tolerating sin 

Exhortation: stop it 

‣ Sardis (3:1–6) 

Problem: spiritual apathy 

Exhortation: wake up 

‣ Philadelphia (3:7–13) 

Problem: persecution 

Exhortation: perseverance 

‣ Laodicea (3:14–22) 

Problem: spiritual apathy 

Exhortation: repentance upon chastisement 



3. The Things Which Will Take Place After These (4:1–22:21) 

‣ Worship in Heaven (4:1–11) 

‣ Justice around the Throne (5:1–14) 

‣ Tribulation (6:1–18:24) 

Seals 

- 1st: Arrival of antichrist (6:1–2) 

- 2nd: War (6:3–4) 

- 3rd: Famine (6:5–6) 

- 4th: Death (6:7–8) 

- 5th: Martyrdom (6:9–11) 

- 6th: Earthquake (6:12–17) 

- 7th: announcement of the next wave of judgments, the trumpets (8:1) 
Trumpets 

- 1st: Hail and fire (8:7) 

- 2nd: Death (8:8–9) 

- 3rd: Water pollution, more death (8:10–11) 

- 4th: Cosmic disturbances (8:12–13) 

- 5th: Locusts and demons (9:1–12) 

- 6th: Plagues, death of 1/3 of humanity (9:13–21) 

- 7th: Christ’s kingdom reign proclaimed (11:15–18) 

Bowls 

- 1st: Painful sores (16:1–2) 

- 2nd: Sea becomes blood, everything dies (16:3) 

- 3rd: Rivers and springs of water turned to blood (16:4–7) 

- 4th: Sun scorches people with fire and heat (16:8–9) 

- 5th: Darkness and intense pain upon humanity (16:10–11) 

- 6th: Euphrates River dried up, preparation for Armageddon (16:12–16) 

- 7th: Severe earthquakes, cities fall, hail from heaven (16:17–21)



‣ Second Coming (19:1–20:6) 

‣ Millennial Kingdom (20:1–7) 

‣ Rebellion and Final Judgment (20:7–15) 

‣ Eternal State (21:1–22:7) 

‣ Final Words (22:8–21) 

III. The Point of the Revelation 

1. God is absolutely sovereign over all future events. 

2. God will inflict wrath upon the world but not upon His own. 

3. Believers need to endure with hope knowing that Jesus has won the victory at the 

cross.



APPENDIX 1:  
Interpreting the Symbols & Figures in Revelation 

1. The Figures in Revelation 

1. 24 elders 

2. Four living creatures 

3. Seals, trumpets, bowls 

4. 7 years, 1260 days, 42 months, etc. 

5. 144,000 

6. The multitude 

7. The angel and little book 

2. Guidance for interpreting the figurative language in Revelation 

1. Seek the plain literal understanding first 

2. If the plain literal is a contradiction of the obvious, seek the figurative literal 

3. Look in the context for the intention of the figure 

4. Look to the OT for the intent of the figure 

3. Examples 

Ex. #1: The dragon in Revelation 12 

- Start with the possibility that this is a literal dragon (v.3).  

- Since this contradicts the obvious, seek a figurative understanding. 

- When looking to the context, v.9 interprets the figure. 

- The dragon = serpent = devil = Satan

8. Two Witnesses


9. The woman and the male child


10. The dragon


11. The beast


12. Babylon


13. 1,000 year kingdom


14. New heaven, new earth, new Jerusalem




Ex. #2: 24 elders 
Though it could be 24 individuals, Revelation 5:11 seems to indicate that its 
representative of a greater mass 
In seeking a figurative understanding, several observations can be made: 

‣ The Number 24 
24 is the number that the priesthood of the OT was divided into in 1 Chron. 
24-25.  The Levitical priesthood consisted of 24 chief priests and one high 
priest. 
Israel never entered into this function because of their sin 
The NT says that God’s people in the church are a holy/royal priesthood – 1 
Pet. 2:5, 9 
Revelation affirms the nations’ priestly role as well – Rev. 5:10-11 
Both Tribulation saints and Israel are promised priestly roles that await the 
kingdom to be fulfilled (Rev. 20:6) 

‣ Seated on Thrones 
- The church is promised this – Matt. 19:28, Rev. 3:21 

- Israel is the subject of the judgement from the throne, not seated on it 
‣ Clothed in White Garments 

- Represents imputational righteousness imputed to a believer 

- This implies sin and forgiveness (rules out angels) 

- Promised to the church – Rev. 3:4-5 

- Jesus appeared this way – Mark 9:3 

- The church partakes in Jesus  
‣ Given Crowns 

- Not wearing the monarch’s crown (diadema) but the victor’s crown (stephanos), 
gained through conflict 

- Indicates that this is post-resurrection and judgment 
‣ They Worship Like the Church 

- Worship God for Creation – Rev. 4:11 

- Worship God for redeeming people from every tribe by His blood – Rev. 5:9 
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APPENDIX 2:  
Overview of the Four Millennial Positions
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