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Main Idea: The Olivet Discourse in Matthew 24, 25 reveals the coming Tribulation, the 
Second Coming, judgment, and the need to be ready! 

I. Overview of the Olivet Discourse 

1. The occasion for the discourse (24:1–3) 

- Jesus speaks of future destruction (v.2) 

- The disciples ask two questions:  

(1) when will this destruction happen, 
(2) what will be the sign of your coming and the end of the age? 

2. The Tribulation (24:4–28) 

- There will be false antichrists (vv.4–8) 

- Persecution will increase, God’s people will be purified, the gospel will spread 
(vv.9–14) 

- The abomination of desolation and dispersion (vv.15–28) 

3. The Second Coming (24:29–51) 

- The signs of the Second Coming (24:29–35) 

- The swiftness of the Second Coming illustrated in Noah (24:36–41) 

- The swiftness of the Second Coming illustrated in two servants (24:42–51) 

4. The Coming Judgment (25:1–46) 

- Be ready because no one knows the time, Parable of Ten Virgins (25:1–13)  

- Steward your life for the kingdom, Parable of Ten Virgins (25:14–30)  

- The sheep and goats judgment (25:31–46) 



II. Views of the Olivet Discourse

Preterist View Post-tribulational 
Premillennial View

Pre-tribulational 
Premillennial View

Intended 
recipients of 
Matt 24, 25

1st century Jews Church age saints Tribulation Jews

Tribulation 
Matt 24:4–28

The Roman invasion in 
70 AD

Tribulation occurs in the 
church age, increasing into 

the Great Tribulation

A future 7-year Tribulation 
intended for Israel

This 
generation 

will not pass 
away  

Matt 24:34

“this generation” refers 
to the disciples of 
Jesus in the 1st 

century.

“this generation” refers to the 
generation that will 

experience the signs and 
events that transpire in the 

last days

“this generation” refers to 
the generation that will 

experience the signs and 
events that transpire in 

the last days

The Second 
Coming  

Matt 24:29–51

The Second Coming 
mentioned here was a 
coming of judgment 

that was carried out in 
the Romans invasion 

in 70 AD.

The Second Coming 
immediately follows the 

Tribulation and is equivalent 
with the Rapture event 

spoken of in  
1 Thessalonians 4:16.

The Second Coming 
immediately follows the 

Tribulation and is different 
than the Rapture event 

spoken of in  
1 Thessalonians 4:16.

The Judgment 
Matt 25:31–46

The final judgment for 
all mankind. Sheep are 

believers, goats 
unbelievers. Believers’ 
works manifest their 

faith.

The judgment for all the living 
up to that point. The Bema 
Judgment seat and Sheep 

and Goats Judgment are the 
same. The Great White 

Throne judgment comes later

The Gentile judgment that 
occurs at the Second 

Coming just before the 
Davidic rule on earth. The 
judgment will assess their 

relation to Jews during 
the Tribulation. Different 
from Sheep and Goats 

and GWT.

Millennial 
Kingdom  
Matt 25:34

There is no “millennial” 
kingdom, only the 

kingdom that follows 
the Tribulation and 

Second Coming (70 
AD). This kingdom is 

occupied by the 
church and will usher 
in Christ’s return and 

the eternal state.

The millennial kingdom 
immediately follows the 
Second Coming and is 

occupied by glorified saints 
as well as people with natural 
bodies. The natural born are 
both tribulation believers and 
tribulation rebels who have 
surrendered to Jesus upon 

his return.

The millennial kingdom 
immediately follows the 
Second Coming and is 
occupied by glorified 

saints as well as people 
with natural born bodies 

who were saved and 
survived the Tribulation.

Rebellion in 
Kingdom

Rebellion during the 
church age by 

unsaved.

Unbelievers who enter the 
kingdom eventually rebel.

The children of the elect 
who enter the kingdom.



III. Evaluating Views of the Olivet Discourse 

1. The Preterist View 
Strengths 

- Context of the disciples’ question (24:3) as well as the direct address of Jesus 
toward them (“you”) throughout 

- Emphasizes the events of 70 AD, which historically match some details of the 
passage and all views recognize as being the partial fulfillment 

- Understands “this generation” in relation to his immediate audience “you” 

- Understands the warnings to be ready as applicable to the 1st century 
disciples and every generation thereafter (i.e. Matthew 25:12) 

Weaknesses 

- Misses the key component of the disciples’ question involving “the end of the 
age” 

- Skips over Daniel 9:24–27 which expects a 7-year Tribulation event 

- Has difficulty with Matthew 24:21 regarding the unique severity of this 
tribulation compared to any other 

- Doesn’t handle the cosmic signs in Matthew 24:29 literally 

- Doesn’t handle Jesus’ return in the clouds as literal, or the fact that it 
immediately follows the Tribulation (Matthew 24:29–31) 

- Misses on the promise of entering the kingdom in Matthew 25:34. 

2. The Premillennial Post-tribulational View 
Strengths 

- Takes disciples’ question (24:3) in a systematic, logical way 

- Capitalizes on the three mentions of “elect” (24:22, 24, 31) 

- Careful hermeneutic on the Second Coming passages that have been 
misinterpreted by classic dispensationalists  

Weaknesses 

- There are slight differences between various accounts of the Second Coming 
and what the pretribulational position has called the Rapture. 

- The context of Jesus’ teaching is very Israel-centric (24:15–20).



3. The Premillennial Pretribulational View 
Strengths 

- Seeing Jews as the primary focus of the discourse fits with Matthew’s greater 
overall purpose, his immediate audience (the disciples), and the language 
throughout the discourse. 

- Maintains a literal hermeneutic throughout. 
Weaknesses 

- Can lean toward classic dispensationalism with little to no bearing on present 
day Christians. This is a slippery slope with the rest of Matthew’s gospel. 

- Alternates between 70 AD fulfillment and future Tribulation fulfillment, but no 
church age components. 

- Texts about the Second Coming in this text are often attributed to the 
Rapture. 

IV. Timeless Truths from the Olivet Discourse 

1. FACT: we will experience trouble (i.e. tribulation). (Matthew 24:9) 

2. The Second Coming of Jesus will be a BIG DEAL! (Matthew 24:29–31) 

3. The Second Coming is a coming of judgment, so be ready! (Matthew 25:1–13) 

4. While the King is gone, we have a stewardship. (Matthew 25:14–30) 

5. Jesus is the King, God’s Son, and full of glory! (Matthew 25:31–34) 

6. People will be judged by their works, and specifically, by ordinary acts of love 
toward others. (Matthew 25:35–40) 


