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UNIT 21
SESSION 2 

JESUS AND JOHN THE 
BAPTIST
BIBLE PASSAGE: John 3:22-36
KEY PASSAGE: John 14:6
MAIN POINT: Jesus is the Messiah.

The Bible Story

John 3:22-36

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
John was teaching people about God, and Jesus was teaching people about 
God. Some of John’s followers were confused. They said to John, “Teacher, 
the One whom you baptized in the Jordan is baptizing. People are listening 
to Him!” John said, “I told you that I am not the special King, the Messiah. 
I am just the one to help people get ready for Him.” John told his followers 
that Jesus is like a groom—a man who is getting married—and John is 
like his best friend. In a wedding, the bride and groom are the important 
people! John said, “I am happy that Jesus is teaching. He is more important 
than me!”

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 * John was not the Messiah.
 * John said Jesus is more important than him.
 * Jesus is the Son of God.
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Babies Activities

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 
John 3:22-36. Show the Bible story picture as you say the Gospel 
Gems in a soothing voice. Read the key passage card. 
SAY: John was not the Messiah. John said Jesus is more important 
than him. JESUS IS THE MESSIAH. [Pray for the babies.]

SING A SONG
Sing to the tune of “London Bridge” :
“ Jesus taught us about God, about God, about God! 
Jesus taught us about God! Jesus came to save us.”

SAY: John was not the Messiah. Jesus is the Son of God. JESUS IS 

THE MESSIAH.

MAKE CROWN ART
Use painter’s tape to make a crown on heavyweight paper for each 
baby. Place the paper in a ziplock bag with a squirt of glitter paint. 
Seal the bag with duct tape and guide babies to squeeze it. Remove 
the artwork, peel off the tape, and set it aside to dry.
SAY: John was not the Messiah. JESUS IS THE MESSIAH, the King. 
Jesus is the Son of God.

FIND THE PICTURE
Print the Bible story picture and cut apart the pictures of Jesus and 
John the Baptist from “Jesus Was Baptized.” Tape the pictures to the 
floor or a highchair. While the baby is watching, drape a blanket 
over the picture and guide him to look for Jesus.
SAY: John was not the Messiah. John said Jesus is more important 
than him. JESUS IS THE MESSIAH, the Son of God.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s 
words. Read the key passage card and guide toddlers to say it. Open 
your Bible to John 3:22-36. Show the Bible story picture as you tell 
the Bible story. Say the Main Point and Gospel Gems. Pray.

MAKE JESUS ART
Write the name JESUS in glue on a piece of construction paper for 
each toddler. Give toddlers colorful pom-poms to place on the glue 
to decorate Jesus’ name. Write the Main Point on each paper.
SAY: JESUS IS THE MESSIAH. Jesus is the Son of God.

GET READY
Provide washcloths, spray bottles of water, and toddler-size brooms 
for toddlers to clean the room to get ready for favorite games or 
dances. Talk about John’s job to get people ready for Jesus.
SAY: John was not the Messiah. John said Jesus is more important 
than him. JESUS IS THE MESSIAH, God’s special King.

COMPARE JESUS AND JOHN
Print and read the “Jesus and John Book” printable to the toddlers. 
Talk about John’s job to get people ready for Jesus.
SAY: John was not the Messiah. John was a regular man, but God 
had a job for him. John said Jesus is more important than him. 
JESUS IS THE MESSIAH, God’s Son. 

DIFFERENT AND SAME
Post an allergy alert. Provide whole and sliced apples and oranges 
for toddlers to touch, smell, and taste (not chew or swallow). Talk 
about how the fruits are alike and different.
SAY: Jesus is God’s Son. John was God’s messenger. John said Jesus 
is more important than him. JESUS IS THE MESSIAH.
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Bonus Teaching Hour

JESUS AND JOHN THE BAPTIST
BIBLE PASSAGE: John 3:22-36
KEY PASSAGE: John 14:6
MAIN POINT: Jesus is the Messiah.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: SING A SONG
Invite toddlers to sing a favorite song about Jesus with you, such 
as “Jesus Loves Me,” “Oh, How I Love Jesus,” or “Jesus Loves the 
Little Children.” 
SAY: John said Jesus is more important than him. JESUS IS THE 

MESSIAH. Jesus is the Son of God.

PLAY OUT TEACHING
Invite toddlers to use Bibles, books, chairs, and other items to play 
out classroom scenes. Remind toddlers that John’s followers called 
him a teacher because he taught about God’s plan for Jesus.
SAY: John was not the Messiah. JESUS IS THE MESSIAH, or special 
King. Jesus is the Son of God.

ENJOY WATER PLAY
Place a plastic tub with an inch of water on a tablecloth. Keep 
towels handy to clean up spills. Provide plastic Bible times figures 
for toddlers to play out baptizing people. Briefly retell the Bible 
story. Mention that John and Jesus’ followers baptized people.
SAY: John’s followers were confused about Jesus. John said Jesus is 
more important than him. JESUS IS THE MESSIAH, God’s Son.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible 
story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.
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