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Unit 18
Session 6

Leader BIBLE STUDY

After many years living as prisoners in Babylon, God’s 
people had returned to Judah. They had worked hard and 
overcome opposition to rebuild the temple and the walls 
around Jerusalem. Surely God would restore them … 
finally! But nothing happened. As they waited, they faced 
drought and economic uncertainty. God’s people probably 
didn’t feel like God had blessed them at all.

“It is useless to serve God,” they said. “What have we gained 
by keeping His requirements?” (Mal. 3:14).

Did God still care? It wasn’t long until they fell back into 
the same patterns of sin that led to their exile in the first 
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Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

place: idolatry, covetousness, hypocrisy, arrogance, and 
abuse of the poor.

But God did still love His people. He had been working 
out His divine plan of redemption, and He never gave up 
on them. God sent a message to His people through the 
prophet Malachi.

Malachi was the last of the Old Testament prophets. He 
spoke to God’s people approximately 100 years after the end 
of the Babylonian captivity. Malachi’s message from God 
was a wake-up call.

God communicated through Malachi that the people’s lack 
of blessing didn’t mean that God didn’t care. God exposed 
His people’s sin and made clear that their actions merited a 
curse. God’s people needed to repent and turn back to God. 
“But for you who fear My name,” God said, “the sun of 
righteousness will rise with healing in its wings” (Mal. 4:2).

Explain to kids that 400 years of silence followed Malachi’s 
prophecy; God did not communicate to His people. This 
period brings us to the New Testament, when the silence 
would be broken by the last prophet before Jesus, John the 
Baptist. His words about Jesus in John 1:29 offered hope to 
all who heard: “Here is the Lamb of God, who takes away 
the sin of the world!”
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Malachi the Prophet
Malachi 1–4

The Jewish people had returned to the promised land, 
and they were ready for God to bless them. The people 
waited, but nothing happened. Sometimes their lives 
were hard, and they wondered if God really loved them. 
The people became lazy in how they worshiped God.

The Lord loved His people, and He wanted them 
to be holy. He wanted them to obey Him completely. So 
God sent a message to His people through the prophet 
Malachi (MAL uh kigh). God’s message told the people 
about their sins and called them to turn back to Him.

The priests had disobeyed God. They were supposed to 
lead the people in worship, but instead of offering God the 
best animal sacrifices, the priests offered animals that were 
stolen, lame, or sick. God said, “I’m not pleased. I will not 
accept your offerings.”

God also said to the priests, “It is your job to help 
people follow Me; they look to you for instruction. But 
you have turned them away from Me. You taught them 
wrong things.”

God warned the people that a day of judgment 
is coming when God will punish sin and reward 
righteousness. God said, “I am going to send My 
messenger, and he will clear the way before Me.” The 
messenger would have a very important job: to get the 
people ready for God’s promised Messiah.

Next, God talked about some of the wrong things the 
people were doing. “You are robbing Me!” God said. The 
people were not offering to God a share of their wealth. 
But everything they had was a gift from God. “Bring a 

The BIBLE STORY
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tenth of your wealth to Me,” God said. “And test Me! See if 
I will not give you even more blessings—more than you can 
count!”

Some of the people were saying things about God that 
weren’t true. “It is useless to serve God,” the people said. 
“People who live however they want to are better off than 
we are.”

But other people did honor God, and God noticed 
them. “They will be Mine,” God said. “I will have 
compassion on them.”

He said, “A day is coming when everyone who is 
wicked will be destroyed. But those who honor Me will 
go out and playfully jump like calves.”

Malachi told the people to be patient. God had not 
forgotten about them. Life was not easy, but if they 
served God and followed Him, they would be happy on 
the day when God would keep His promise to rescue His 
people.

Christ Connection: Malachi was a messenger—a prophet—
who told God’s people to repent. Malachi also told about 
another messenger God would send. This messenger, John the 
Baptist, would call people to repent and get them ready for a 
final Messenger, Jesus Christ. Jesus would bring good news of 
salvation.

WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S WORD? 
GET 

ADVENTURE! 

Invite kids to check out 
this week’s devotionals 
to discover that Malachi 
told about a messenger 
who would prepare the 

way for the Messiah. 
John prepared people 

for Jesus. (Mal. 4:6; 
Luke 1:16-17) Order 

in bulk, subscribe 
quarterly, or purchase 
individually. For more 
information, check out 

www.lifeway.com/
devotionals.
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Small Group OPENING

SESSION TITLE: Malachi the Prophet
BIBLE PASSAGE: Malachi 1–4
MAIN POINT: God told His people to repent and get ready for Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Lamentations 3:22-23
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Does God keep His promises? Yes, God is always 

faithful even when we are not.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. As kids arrive, ask them if they have 
ever received hand-me-downs from someone else. Talk to 
them about whether they prefer used things or new things.
SAY • New things can be expensive, and we don’t always 

use up things before we grow out of them. Giving 
them away is a great way to make sure we don’t 
waste things. However, in our Bible story today, we 
will learn that giving God things that we don’t want 
anymore isn’t a good way to sacrifice. God deserves 
our very best!

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “Mmm’s the Word” activity 
page. Invite them to use the spaces provided to list as many 
words that start with M as they can.
SAY • Those are some great M-words! Our Bible story 

today comes from the Book of Malachi. He said a 
messenger from God would prepare the way for the 
Messiah. I can’t wait to hear more!

• “Mmm’s the Word” 
activity page, 1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Good, better, best
Before class, fill shallow tubs with two parts cornstarch and 
one part water. Hide a bronze-, silver-, and gold-colored 
coin in each tub. Form three groups of kids, providing each 
with a tub. Instruct them to take turns sifting through the 
mixture to find the three coins. When kids find all the coins 
in each tub, collect them. Talk to the kids about which coin 
they would rather have, which they would rather give away, 
and which would be most valuable if it were real money.
SAY • Which coin would you give to God? God’s people 

were back in the land God had promised them, but 
they were becoming lazy in the way they worshiped 
God. They were supposed to set aside their best for 
God, but they were giving Him less than their best. 
In our Bible story today, we will hear what God told 
them through the prophet Malachi.

OPTION 2: Prepare the way
Use tape to mark a path on the floor in the classroom. Place 
pillows, cushions, or other soft obstacles along the path. 
Form pairs of kids and invite them to go through the course 
together, maneuvering around or over the obstacles. Once 
all the kids have walked the path in this way, invite one 
kid in each pair to clear the path in front of her partner to 
prepare the path for the other kid to walk along. 
SAY • Was it easier to walk the path before or after the 

obstacles were moved? In today’s story, we will learn 
about God’s messenger who would come to prepare 
the way for the Messiah! I’m so excited!

Transition to large group

• shallow tubs, 3
• cornstarch
• water
• bronze, silver, and 

gold colored coins; 
1 per tub

• towels for cleanup

• tape
• pillows, cushions, or 

other soft obstacles

LOW PREP
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as your kids arrive, and set it to 
end as large group time begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Large Group Leader enters wearing running gear and a race 
bib pinned to his or her front. Consider spraying water in 
strategic places to look like sweat.]
LEADER • Hey, everyone. Glad you could make it. I just got 

back from the triathlon. It … did not go as well as I 
hoped it would.

Things started out great in the swimming portion 
of the race. I was gliding through the water like a 
dolphin! I actually got to my bike before anyone else. 
Then, on the biking leg of the race, I started to feel 
pretty good about how things were going. I didn’t see 
anyone around me, so I figured I had some time to 
rest and relax. I was practically guaranteed to win. Or 
so I thought.

The real trouble started with the running portion. 
I got tired and still didn’t see anyone coming up 
behind me. I decided to take a quick break from 

• countdown video

• leader attire
• race bib

Large Group LEADER

SESSION TITLE: Malachi the Prophet 
BIBLE PASSAGE: Malachi 1–4
MAIN POINT: God told His people to repent and get ready for Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Lamentations 3:22-23
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Does God keep His promises? Yes, God is always 

faithful even when we are not.
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running and started to walk. It felt so good to be 
walking because I was so tired, so I decided to just 
walk until I saw another competitor. So I walked and 
walked and walked. As it turned out, I got lazy with 
the race and missed a turn about four miles before 
the finish line! I didn’t even get to finish the race 
because I was in the wrong place. The good news, 
though, is that it made me think of our Bible story. 

Giant timeline (1 minute)

LEADER • You see, God’s people were back in their land, 
living and working. They were waiting for God’s 
promised Messiah, but they started getting a little 
too comfortable. They got a little lazy in the way 
they worshiped God, just like I got lazy in my race. 
Their laziness caused them to drift off course from 
obeying God. Thankfully, God sent someone to set 
them straight. Today’s Bible story is called “Malachi 
the Prophet.”

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • Now that the triathlon is over, I’m done training 
for at least a little while, but our big picture question 
and answer will be the same for one last week. Let’s 
read it together. Does God keep His promises? Yes, 
God is always faithful even when we are not. Great 
memory, everyone!

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Malachi 1–4. Tell the Bible story in 
your own words, or show the Bible story video “Malachi the 
Prophet.”

• Giant Timeline

• Bibles
• “Malachi the Prophet” 

video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
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LEADER • The Jews had faced a lot of difficulty and 
suffering. They had lived in exile for decades, and 
when they finally returned to their homeland, things 
didn’t seem much different. They waited for God 
to bless them, but nothing happened. They needed 
more endurance than they had.

God’s people started to become lazy and cut 
corners in the way they obeyed God. They sacrificed 
injured animals and stopped giving offerings like 
God instructed them to. It wasn’t that they were 
openly worshiping false gods again, they just weren’t 
giving the one true God their best.

Malachi was a messenger—a prophet. Through 
Malachi, God told His people to repent and get 
ready for Jesus. God deserved the people’s very best 
worship, and anything less was sin. Malachi also 
told about another messenger God would send. This 
messenger, John the Baptist, would call people to 
repent and get them ready for the final Messenger, 
Jesus Christ. Jesus would bring good news of 
salvation.

The Book of Malachi is the last book in the Old 
Testament. After Malachi’s message, the people didn’t 
hear from God for 400 years. Can you imagine how 
the people must have felt? They probably thought 
that God had abandoned them. But even though 
God seemed far away, He still loved His people. 
He had a plan, and He would keep His promise of 
sending a Savior for Israel and the whole world!

That’s where Jesus came in! After the 400 years of 
silence, God finally sent His promised Savior. Jesus 
is God’s Son, and He showed what perfect obedience 
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looks like. Jesus didn’t worship God lazily or hold 
anything back. In fact, Jesus gave everything, even 
His life, to obey God fully. God raised Him from the 
dead on the third day, and now we can live forever 
with God when we trust Jesus with our lives. Jesus 
gives us the power to live fully for God too!

The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me (optional)

Use Scripture and the guide provided with this session to 
explain to boys and girls how to become a Christian. Assign 
individuals to meet with kids who have more questions. 

Encourage boys and girls to ask their parents, small 
group leaders, or other Christian adults any questions they 
may have about becoming a Christian.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together Lamentations 3:22-23.
LEADER • This passage is a great reminder of God’s mercy. 

We deserve punishment, but God has promised 
to save us from our sins through Jesus’ death and 
resurrection. Does God keep His promises? Yes, God 
is always faithful even when we are not.

Lead boys and girls to sing “Your Faithfulness.”

Discussion starter video (4 minutes) 

LEADER • Have you ever been caught doing something 
you knew was disobedient? Think about that as you 
watch this short video.

Show the “Unit 18, Session 6” discussion starter video. 
Discuss why the two kids might have wanted to play near 
the dangerous bridge. Ask the kids what the appropriate 

Tip: Provide I’m a 
Christian Now for new 
Christians to take home 
and complete with 
their families.

• Key Passage Poster
• “Your Faithfulness” song

• “Unit 18, Session 6” 
discussion starter 
video
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response is when they are caught doing the wrong thing. 
How can they show they are truly repentant?

Remind the kids that Jesus has promised to return one 
day. When He does, He will judge the world and punish 
those who rejected Him. But He will also fix all the broken 
parts of the world and remove all the sin and pain from it, 
restoring it to a perfect state for those who trust in Him to 
live with God forever. Ask the kids what it would mean to 
be ready for Jesus to come back.
LEADER • Does God keep His promises? Yes, God is always 

faithful even when we are not. We know that all of 
God’s promises will be fulfilled someday. That means 
that Jesus will return as He promised. When we trust 
in Jesus, we can eagerly and joyfully wait for the 
moment when Jesus returns because we are resting in 
His accomplishments on the cross to save us.

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • Even though I didn’t finish my triathlon, God is 
still so good. I want to sing praises to Him! Will you 
all sing with me one last time?

Sing together “He Rescues and Delivers.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to small groups.
LEADER • Lord, we praise You for being faithful and 

merciful and gracious. We love You because You 
loved us first. Help us to repent of sin and treasure 
King Jesus, living lives that are ready for when He 
returns. Amen.

Dismiss to small groups

• “He Rescues and 
Delivers” song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus.
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Small Group LEADER

SESSION TITLE: Malachi the Prophet 
BIBLE PASSAGE: Malachi 1–4
MAIN POINT: God told His people to repent and get ready for Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Lamentations 3:22-23
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Does God keep His promises? Yes, God is always 

faithful even when we are not.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Before class, write each word of the key passage on a 
separate sheet of construction paper. Tape a path on the 
floor. Mix up the words and distribute them as evenly as 
you can among the kids. Challenge them to lay out the 
words in the proper order along the path. Allow the kids 
to step from sheet to sheet, saying the verse aloud. Then, 
collect all the sheets and call on volunteers to say the key 
passage from memory.
SAY • Malachi warned the people to repent of their sin 

and their lazy worship in order to get ready for the 
coming Messiah. Malachi told the people to expect a 
messenger to come before Jesus to prepare the people 
for Jesus by telling about Him. Jesus provides the 
ultimate example of God’s faithfulness. 

Bible story review & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute a Bible to each kid. Form two teams of kids. 
Alternate asking each team a question. Teams should work 
together and use their Bibles to find the answers. If the 
team answers correctly, they receive a point. If they answer 
incorrectly, the other team may answer for a chance to steal 

• Key Passage Poster
• construction paper
• tape

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Main Point Poster
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the point. After you ask all the questions, the team with the 
most points wins.

Questions:
1. In what way were the people becoming lazy with 

their worship? (The priests were offering to God stolen, 
lame, or sick animals instead of their best animals; 
Mal. 1:13)

2. Whom was God going to send? Who would come 
first? (God would send a Messiah to the people, but 
He would send a messenger to prepare the way first; 
Mal. 3:1)

3. What did God say when His people did not give 
an offering or tithe? (God said they were robbing 
Him by not offering a share of their wealth to Him, 
Mal. 3:8-10)

4. What did God promise if they would give 
generously? (to return blessing on them even more than 
they could count, Mal. 3:10-12)

5. What did God say the righteous people would be 
like? (playful, jumping calves; Mal. 4:2)

SAY • God’s people were back in their land, waiting for 
God’s blessings and the promised Messiah. They 
began to drift away from God again; they grew lazy 
in their worship. God told His people to repent 
and get ready for Jesus. He reminded them of His 
promise to send the Messiah to rescue them and 
destroy the wicked. Jesus is the Messiah! Jesus came 
and defeated sin and death by dying on the cross and 
rising from the dead. One day, Jesus will return to 
destroy all evil and fix everything bad in the world.

Option: Retell or review 
the Bible story using 
the bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Lazy race
Form two teams of kids. Invite the teams to line up at one 
end of the room. When you say go, the first kid in each line 
will army crawl on his belly to the end of the room. When 
he reaches the other side, the next kid may begin. The first 
team to have every member army crawl to the far side of the 
room wins.
SAY • Our race looked lazy since we didn’t stand or run, 

but it was actually much harder to complete! In 
many ways, serving God is the same way. Sometimes 
we think we can save time or effort by giving God 
less than our best. However, in the long run it ends 
up making us feel more tired than ever! When we 
love and trust Jesus, serving God doesn’t feel like a 
burden. We see that all our blessings, including the 
best one of all—salvation—come from Him. Serving 
God and giving generously should come naturally 
when we remember that Jesus generously gave His 
life to rescue us.

OPTION 2: Tithe means tenth
Distribute 10 pennies to each kid. Tell kids that they may 
keep the pennies and take them home if they’d like. Allow 
them to stack them, sort them, spin them, flip them, and 
so forth. Then, carry a cup around and ask each kid to give 
back at least one-tenth of their pennies. Thank the kids, 
making note of who gives up more than one penny.
SAY • In the Old Testament, God commanded His people 

to give a tenth of their wealth to Him as an offering, 
called a tithe. The guideline of a tenth is a helpful 
way to think about giving, but it’s not the best 

LOW PREP

• pennies, 10 per kid

Tip: Explain to kids 
what a tenth is with 
examples. A tenth of 
10 is 1, a tenth of 100 is 
10, and so forth.
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measure of generosity. When Jesus came to rescue us 
from sin, He did not give just a tenth of His life or 
die for just a tenth of our sin. Jesus gave His whole 
life to pay for all our sin. Jesus is our measure of 
giving. God is faithful and loving and will take care 
of us. We can give generously, trusting that God will 
provide everything we need!

Journal and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute each child’s journal. Ask the kids to write about 
or draw a picture of a way to worship God well, such as 
using a talent to serve the church.
SAY • Malachi warned the people that their worship was 

lazy and half-hearted. He told them to repent of that 
sin and return to God fully. Malachi told the people 
that God would send a messenger to prepare the way 
for the Messiah, who would judge the world and 
destroy wickedness. Jesus died for sin and rose again. 
One day He will return for the final judgment to 
destroy evil and fix everything that is broken about 
the world. When He does, everyone who trusts in 
Him will get to live in the restored world with God 
forever.

Make sure each child secures this week’s sheet in the journal, 
and then collect them. Keep the journals in the classroom 
so they will be available every week or as often as you wish 
to use them. 

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray, thanking God for His generosity in sending 
Jesus. Ask Him to help you and your class love Jesus most 
and worship Him fully.

• pencils and crayons
• Journal Page
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents this 
week’s Big Picture Cards 
for Families to allow 
families to interact with 
the biblical content at 
home.
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