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Unit 18
Session 5

Leader BIBLE STUDY

Ezra was a priest in Babylon at the end of the exile. More 
than 50 years after the first group of exiles returned to 
Jerusalem and completed and dedicated the temple, Ezra led 
a second group back to Jerusalem.

Just as God had been with Nehemiah, He was with Ezra—
granting him favor with the Persian king. The king gave 
Ezra permission to go to Jerusalem. He provided Ezra with 
a letter and access to resources to ensure safe travel. (See 
Ezra 7:11-26.)

Ezra traveled to Jerusalem with a purpose. God’s people had 
spent 70 years in exile, and they needed to be reminded how 
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Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

to live. As a scribe, Ezra was an expert on the law of Moses, 
and he had “determined in his heart to study the law of the 
Lord, obey it, and teach its statutes and ordinances in Israel” 
(Ezra 7:10).

Under Nehemiah’s leadership, the people had rebuilt 
Jerusalem’s walls. They gathered together at the Water Gate 
to hear the law of Moses. Men, women, and children—
anyone who could understand—came to listen to the 
reading of God’s Word.

From early morning until midday, Ezra read from the book 
of the law of Moses. He stood on a high wooden platform 
where everyone could see and hear him. Ezra opened the 
book of the law, and everyone stood up. The Levites helped 
the listeners understand the words of the law.

The people reacted strongly to hearing and understanding 
the law of Moses. Verse 9 says the people were weeping. The 
law revealed their sin.

God’s Word is powerful. The law reveals our sin and how 
short we fall of meeting God’s standard. As you teach 
kids, help them recognize that we cannot meet God’s 
requirements. We need a Savior. God sent Jesus to obey the 
law perfectly and die for our sins. We can trust in Him for 
salvation.
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Ezra Read the Law
Nehemiah 8:1-12

The walls around Jerusalem were finished—at 
last! With God’s help, the people finished rebuilding the 
walls and the city gates in just 52 days. All the people in 
Jerusalem gathered together early in the morning at one 
of the city gates. Men, women, and children—anyone 
who could understand—came to listen to the reading of 
God’s Word.

As the sun was just coming up, Ezra (EZ ruh) the priest 
brought out the book of the law of Moses that God had 
given to His people. God’s words were written on a scroll. 
Ezra stood on a high wooden platform and began to read.

Ezra read the law for several hours, and all the people 
listened carefully. All the people stood up. They had 
respect for God’s Word. Ezra praised God, and the 
people lifted up their hands.

“Amen! Amen!” they said. The people in the crowd 
bowed down with their faces to the ground, and they 
worshiped God.

Some of the leaders there—the Levites (LEE vights)—
explained the law to the people and helped them 
understand the words Ezra read. As the people heard the 
words of the law, they began to cry. The law was God’s 
rules for living, and the people had disobeyed God. They 
realized they had sinned.

Ezra, the Levites, and Nehemiah (NEE huh MIGH 
uh) the governor said, “This day is holy to the Lord your 
God. Do not be sad or cry.” Even though the people’s sin 
made them sad, this was a happy day.

Then Ezra said to them, “Go home and prepare a 

The BIBLE STORY
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feast! Eat rich food and drink sweet drinks. Share what you 
have prepared with those who have nothing prepared.” 
And again Ezra said, “Today is holy to the Lord our God. 
This is not a day to be sad because the joy of the Lord is 
your strength.”

The people obeyed Ezra. They prepared a feast. They 
ate rich food and drank sweet drinks. They shared what 
they had with people who did not have food and drinks, 
and all the people had a big celebration. They were glad 
because they understood the words of the law that were 
explained to them.

Christ Connection: God’s Word is powerful. When Ezra 
read God’s Word, the people changed their ways and loved God 
more. The Bible says that Jesus is “the Word.” Jesus is God who 
came to live with people on earth. Jesus has the power to change 
our hearts.

WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S WORD? 
GET 

ADVENTURE! 

Invite kids to check out 
this week’s devotionals 

to discover that the 
people stood up to 

listen as Ezra read God’s 
Word. The Bible is God’s 
Word, and it points to 
Jesus as our hope for 

salvation. (2 Tim. 3:16) 
Order in bulk, subscribe 
quarterly, or purchase 
individually. For more 
information, check out 

www.lifeway.com/
devotionals.
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Small Group OPENING

SESSION TITLE: Ezra Read the Law
BIBLE PASSAGE: Nehemiah 8:1-12
MAIN POINT: Ezra read God’s Word to teach the people how to obey God.
KEY PASSAGE: Lamentations 3:22-23
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Does God keep His promises? Yes, God is always 

faithful even when we are not.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. As kids arrive, ask them about their 
favorite books. Ask them what they like to read (or have 
read to them) and why they like it.
SAY • Today our Bible story will feature a man who read 

a very special book to God’s people. What book do 
you think he might have read? We will find out soon! 

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “Keyword Crossing” activity 
page. Instruct them to use the clues to figure out what word 
goes in each position.
SAY • Without words, there would be no such thing as 

reading. In today’s story, we will learn about a man 
who read very special words. He read God’s Word to 
God’s people! We’ll learn more about it later.

Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Bible path
Before class, print the “Bible Path” printable and cut out the 

• “Keyword Crossing” 
activity page, 1 per kid

• pencils or markers

• “Bible Path” printable
• scissors
• tape
• small toys or play 

treasure
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book images. Fold them in half so they can stand upright, 
and set them around the room to mark out a path. At the 
end of the Bible path, set out some toys or play treasure. 
Make the other path loop back around to the beginning. 
Invite the kids to choose a path and follow it around the 
room to see where it takes them.
SAY • Lots of books contain good information. We can use 

all of them to grow smarter, but only the Bible can 
lead us to the ultimate treasure—Jesus. Without the 
Bible, other knowledge will just lead us in circles. In 
our Bible story today, we will learn about a man who 
read God’s Word to God’s people to remind them 
what God wanted for their lives.

OPTION 2: Listen and remember
Before class, make a list at least 30 different words. They 
can all fit a certain category (like fruits, animals, school 
supplies, and so forth) or be unrelated. 

Give each kid a pencil and paper. Read the list aloud to 
them once; then wait 30 seconds and read it a second time. 
Give them 1 minute to write down as many of the words as 
they can remember. When time is up, see who remembered 
the most words. 
SAY • Ezra read God’s Word to the people after the walls 

were finished. God wanted His people to listen to 
His Word and remember it. God’s Word has the 
power to change our lives in amazing ways, so it’s a 
good thing to hear and remember!

Transition to large group

• paper
• pens
• stopwatch

LOW PREP
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as your kids arrive, and set it to 
end as large group time begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Large Group Leader enters wearing appropriate active wear, 
sweatbands, a pair of swimming goggles around his or her neck, 
and a bike helmet on his or her head. Leader begins to stretch 
and run in place.]
LEADER • Hello! I see you found your way back to the 

training gym. I guess you are in it for the long haul, 
just like me! We’ve only got about a week of training 
time left before the big event!

I can hardly believe how far I’ve come. At the 
start of my training, I could barely run a few meters 
before running out of breath! Every time I tried to 
take a breath while swimming I got a mouth full of 
water. Ha, there was that one time I nearly crashed 
my bike into a tree because I was too tired too steer.

I guess the old saying, “Practice makes perfect,” 
really is pretty accurate. I’ve spent a lot of time 
practicing my swimming, biking, and running, 

• countdown video

• leader attire
• sweatbands
• swimming goggles
• bike helmet

Large Group LEADER

SESSION TITLE: Ezra Read the Law
BIBLE PASSAGE: Nehemiah 8:1-12
MAIN POINT: Ezra read God’s Word to teach the people how to obey God.
KEY PASSAGE: Lamentations 3:22-23
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Does God keep His promises? Yes, God is always 

faithful even when we are not.
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and it’s getting easier to do. Have any of you ever 
practiced something hard until it became easy? 
[Allow a few kids to respond.] That’s so good to hear. 
The same is true for understanding God’s Word, you 
know. As we read and think about the Bible, the 
Holy Spirit increases our desire to obey God. We’ll 
hear more about that in our story today.

Giant timeline (1 minute)

LEADER • Many of God’s people were home in Jerusalem. 
They had rebuilt the temple and fixed all the walls 
and gates to protect themselves from their enemies. 
About 50 years after the first group of people had 
returned, a priest named Ezra led another group of 
God’s people home. Ezra knew that the people had 
hearts that were likely to wander away from God 
again, so he wanted to remind them of God’s Word. 
Our story this week is called “Ezra Read the Law.” 

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • Our big picture question and answer haven’t 
changed. Let’s say it all together. Ready? Does God 
keep His promises? Yes, God is always faithful even 
when we are not. Listen to the story to hear how 
God showed His faithfulness.

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Nehemiah 8:1-12. Tell the Bible story 
in your own words, or show the Bible story video “Ezra 
Read the Law.”
LEADER • During their time in Babylon, God’s people had 

forgotten most of what they knew about Him. Ezra 

• Giant Timeline

• Bibles
• “Ezra Read the Law” 

video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
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knew it was important to read God’s Word to them 
to remind them of God’s purpose for them. God 
faithfully provided leaders who would encourage the 
Jews to obey God.

It would have been perfectly fair for God to totally 
forget about His people and leave them in exile 
forever, but that’s not the way God works. God 
faithfully brought them home and restored them. 
Ezra read God’s Word to teach the people how to 
obey God. God moved the hearts of His people to 
respond to Him in worship. 

The people realized how sinful they were, which 
caused them to feel very sad. They knew that they 
didn’t deserve to be in God’s presence. But Ezra did 
not want the people to be sad. Sin is terrible news, 
but Ezra knew that God is good and faithful. Ezra 
told the people to celebrate God’s goodness!

We should celebrate God’s goodness too. No 
matter how hard we try, we cannot obey God’s 
laws. That’s why we need Jesus. He lived a perfect 
life and obeyed God perfectly. We get Jesus’ perfect 
righteousness when we trust in Him. In Jesus, God 
treats us as if we never sinned and as if we have 
always obeyed! We don’t need to continue feeling 
guilty about sin; we can celebrate our new life in 
Jesus!

God’s Word is powerful. When Ezra read God’s 
Word, the people changed their ways and loved God 
more. The Bible says that Jesus is “the Word.” Jesus is 
God the Son who came to live with people on earth. 
Jesus has the power to change our hearts.

194 Younger Kids Leader Guide
Unit 18 • Session 5

© 2016 LIfeWay



The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me (optional)

Use Scripture and the guide provided with this session to 
explain to boys and girls how to become a Christian. Assign 
individuals to meet with kids who have more questions. 

Encourage boys and girls to ask their parents, small 
group leaders, or other Christian adults any questions they 
may have about becoming a Christian.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together Lamentations 3:22-23. Allow volunteers to recite 
the passage from memory. Then sing “Your Faithfulness.”
LEADER • Ezra read God’s Word to teach the people how 

to obey God. God’s Word changed the hearts of the 
people. He showed mercy and faithfulness to them. 
God shows us mercy and faithfulness too, through 
Jesus! Jesus is the Word of God, and He changes our 
hearts by forgiving our sin and filling us with the 
Holy Spirit when we trust Him.

Discussion starter video (4 minutes) 

LEADER • Have you ever broken a rule because you didn’t 
know what the rules were? Can you think of a 
situation where you didn’t follow instructions and 
it caused problems for you? Think about those 
questions while watching this.

Show the “Unit 18, Session 5” discussion starter video. 
Ask the kids why one experiment was safe and the other 
exploded. Discuss a time they did not listen to instructions 
and what happened as a result.
LEADER • God has given us perfect instructions in His 

Word for how to live our lives through Jesus. 

Tip: Provide I’m a 
Christian Now for new 
Christians to take home 
and complete with 
their families.

• Key Passage Poster
• “Your Faithfulness” song

• “Unit 18, Session 5” 
discussion starter 
video
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Sometimes we are tempted to think we can figure 
things out on our own, but in the end, that pathway 
leads to destruction. 

God wants us to study and know His Word so that 
we can be guided by the Holy Spirit to respond to 
God. God’s Word has the power to change our lives 
when we spend time reading it and thinking about it.

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • Our God is merciful and faithful. He has given 
us all we need to know Him and live forever with 
Him. Let’s worship Him for giving us His Word.

Sing together “He Rescues and Delivers.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to small groups.
LEADER • Thank You, Lord, for revealing Yourself to us in 

Your Word. We praise You for Your great faithfulness. 
Give us hearts that want to read and study Your 
Word. Holy Spirit, fill us with wisdom so we can 
know You more. Amen.

Dismiss to small groups

• “He Rescues and 
Delivers” song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus.
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Small Group LEADER

SESSION TITLE: Ezra Read the Law 
BIBLE PASSAGE: Nehemiah 8:1-12
MAIN POINT: Ezra read God’s Word to teach the people how to obey God.
KEY PASSAGE: Lamentations 3:22-23
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Does God keep His promises? Yes, God is always 

faithful even when we are not.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Provide each kid with two craft sticks and a 3-by-6-inch 
piece of paper. Help kids write out the key passage on their 
paper. Provide glue or tape for the kids to connect the craft 
stick to each end of the rectangle; then show them how to 
roll up their “scroll.” 

Use a step stool as a small platform. Take volunteers who 
want to come to the front and read the verses out loud from 
the miniature “stage.”
SAY • Ezra read God’s Word, which was probably recorded 

on a scroll at that time, to God’s people. Our key 
passage reminds us of God’s faithfulness, love, and 
mercy. All three of these traits are seen in God’s 
promise to send Jesus to rescue us from sin. God 
kept that promise, showing His faithfulness. Jesus 
died on the cross and rose again to save us, showing 
God’s mercy and love to make us right with Him. 

Bible story review & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute a Bible to each kid. Help the kids to find 
Nehemiah 8:1-12. Read the Scripture “popcorn style” with 
a kid standing at the front and reading a verse aloud, then 

• Key Passage Poster
• craft sticks, 2 per kid
• 3-by-6-inch papers, 

1 per kid
• pens
• glue or tape
• step stool

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Main Point Poster
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calling on the next kid to read the next verse. She must call 
on a kid who has not yet read unless all kids have read at 
least one verse. Once kids read the whole passage, ask the 
following questions, calling on kids to answer.

Questions:
1. How long did Ezra read the book of the law? (from 

daybreak until noon, Neh. 8:3)
2. How did the people react to the reading of God’s 

Word? (They bowed down to worship God and wept; 
Neh. 8:6,9)

3. What did Ezra tell the people when they were 
weeping? (He told them not to weep or mourn, but 
to celebrate with rich food and sweet drinks instead; 
Neh. 8:9-10)

4. Why did the people celebrate? (They understood God’s 
Word that had been explained to them, Neh. 8:12)

SAY • God sent His people into exile because of their 
sin, but He brought them home because of His 
faithfulness, love, and mercy. Ezra read God’s Word 
to teach the people how to obey God. They wept 
when they heard it, but Ezra told them to celebrate 
instead! God’s Word is powerful to change our lives. 
The Bible calls Jesus “the Word.” Jesus died on the 
cross and rose again to pay for our sins. When we 
trust in Him, God changes our hearts and gives us 
new life!

Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Celebrate!
Pass out noisemakers, party hats, and confetti poppers. 
Form two groups of kids. Assign one group to recite the 
big picture question and the other to recite the answer. 

Option: Retell or review 
the Bible story using 
the bolded text of the 
Bible story script.

• noisemakers, 1 per kid
• party hats, 1 per kid
• confetti poppers, 

1 per kid

LOW PREP

199God the Provider

© 2016 LIfeWay



Point back and forth to each side of the room to ask and 
answer the question. Encourage kids to shout their part 
energetically. After repeating the question and answer a few 
times, tell the kids to celebrate with their party supplies.
SAY • Ezra read God’s Word to teach the people how to 

obey God. At first the people were sad because they 
realized they had disobeyed God’s law. However, 
Ezra wanted them to remember God’s faithfulness, 
love, and mercy. Ezra told the people to celebrate and 
feast! We have even more reason to celebrate because 
Jesus died and rose again to free us from sin. We can 
see God’s faithfulness, love, and mercy in Jesus.

OPTION 2: Molded and re-molded
Invite the kids to sit in a circle on the floor or around a 
table. Provide play dough or modeling clay. Allow each kid 
to mold their dough into a shape of their choosing. After a 
minute or so, all the kids will give their creation to the kid 
on their left. Kids will reshape the clay into something new. 
In a minute or two, instruct the kids to pass their sculptures 
again, and again change the work into something new.
SAY • Sometimes it can be really difficult to give up control 

over things in our lives, like your sculptures. We 
don’t always like it when other people change things 
and make them different. God’s people refused to 
give God control of their lives for a long time. God 
eventually punished their sin by sending them into 
exile. When God brought His people home and 
helped them finish the walls and the temple, Ezra 
read God’s law to the people. God’s Word changed 
them! They threw a celebration to honor God for 
His faithfulness and power. 

• play dough or 
modeling clay
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We give God control of our lives by trusting Jesus 
as our Savior. The Bible tells us that the Word of 
God has the power to transform our lives. Jesus is the 
Word who came to live with people on earth. When 
we trust in Him, He changes our hearts to love God 
and want to obey Him. 

Journal and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute each child’s journal. Ask the kids to write about 
or draw a picture of a quiet place they can go to read the 
Bible or have it read to them. Talk to them about the 
importance of daily time in the Word. Encourage them to 
ask their parents to help them read the Bible daily.
SAY • Ezra knew that God’s Word is powerful and able to 

change lives. Ezra read God’s Word to teach the 
people how to obey God. God’s Word can change 
us too! Jesus died on the cross and rose again to make 
the way for us to be with God, and when we read the 
Bible daily it transforms our lives!

Make sure each child secures this week’s sheet in the journal, 
and then collect them. Keep the journals in the classroom 
so they will be available every week or as often as you wish 
to use them. 

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray, thanking God for giving us His Word. Ask 
Him to use it to change the life of each kid in your group. 

• pencils and crayons
• Journal Page
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents this 
week’s Big Picture Cards 
for Families to allow 
families to interact with 
the biblical content at 
home.
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