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UNIT 18
Session 5

Leader BIBLE STUDY

Ezra was a priest in Babylon at the end of the exile. More 
than 50 years after the first group of exiles returned to 
Jerusalem and completed and dedicated the temple, Ezra led 
a second group back to Jerusalem.

Just as God had been with Nehemiah, He was with Ezra—
granting him favor with the Persian king. The king gave 
Ezra permission to go to Jerusalem. He provided Ezra with 
a letter and access to resources to ensure safe travel. (See 
Ezra 7:11-26.)

Ezra traveled to Jerusalem with a purpose. God’s people had 
spent 70 years in exile, and they needed to be reminded how 
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BIBLE PASSAGE: Nehemiah 8:1-12
MAIN POINT: Ezra taught the people God’s Word.
KEY PASSAGE: Lamentations 3:22-23
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Does God keep His promises? Yes, God is always 
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Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

to live. As a scribe, Ezra was an expert on the law of Moses, 
and he had “determined in his heart to study the law of the 
Lord, obey it, and teach its statutes and ordinances in Israel” 
(Ezra 7:10).

Under Nehemiah’s leadership, the people had rebuilt 
Jerusalem’s walls. They gathered together at the Water Gate 
to hear the law of Moses. Men, women, and children—
anyone who could understand—came to listen to the 
reading of God’s Word.

From early morning until midday, Ezra read from the book 
of the law of Moses. He stood on a high wooden platform 
where everyone could see and hear him. Ezra opened the 
book of the law, and everyone stood up. The Levites helped 
the listeners understand the words of the law.

The people reacted strongly to hearing and understanding 
the law of Moses. Verse 9 says the people were weeping. The 
law revealed their sin.

God’s Word is powerful. The law reveals our sin and how 
short we fall of meeting God’s standard. As you teach 
preschoolers, help them recognize that we cannot meet 
God’s requirements. We need a Savior. God sent Jesus to 
obey the law perfectly and die for our sins. We can trust in 
Him for salvation.
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Ezra Read the Law
Nehemiah 8:1-12

Hurray! Hurray! The walls around Jerusalem were 
finished. The people had worked very hard. God had 
helped them, and they had fixed the walls and the city gates.

One morning, the people got together. Men, women, 
and children came. Everyone wanted to hear Ezra (EZ 
ruh) the priest read God’s Word. The sun was just coming 
up when Ezra carried out God’s Word so he could read it. 
God’s words were written on a scroll. Ezra stood on a 
tall platform made of wood. Some men stood next to Ezra. 
Men stood on his right and on his left. Ezra opened the 
scroll, and everyone could see it.

Ezra unrolled the scroll and began to read God’s Word 
aloud. Everyone in the crowd listened carefully. All the 
people stood up. Ezra praised God, and the people lifted up 
their hands.

“Amen! Amen!” the people said. Then they bowed 
down with their faces close to the ground. All the people 
worshiped God together.

Some of the men there explained God’s words to the 
people. They helped the people understand what Ezra 
read. When the people heard God’s Word, they were sad. 
All of the people cried. The words from God were about 
how to live, and the people had not been living the way 
God wanted them to live. They were sorry for disobeying 
God.

Ezra, his helpers, and Nehemiah (NEE huh MIGH 
uh) the governor said, “This day is special. Do not be 
sad. Do not cry.” This was a happy day.

Ezra said to the people, “Go home and get ready to 

The BIBLE STORY
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have a feast! Eat good food and drink good drinks. Share 
what you make with people who don’t have any food or 
drinks.”

Then Ezra said again, “Today is a special day. Be 
happy! God makes us strong.”

So the people did what Ezra told them to do. They got 
ready to have a feast. They ate good food and drank good 
drinks. They had a big party! The people were happy 
because God gave them His Word to help them do the 
right things.

Christ Connection: The Bible teaches us about God and 
Jesus. It helps us know the right things to do. We do wrong 
things a lot, but when we know and love Jesus, He helps us say 
no to sin. Jesus died to rescue us from sin.

WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S WORD? 
GET 

MORE!

Invite preschoolers 
to check out this 

week’s devotionals 
to discover that the 
people stood up to 
listen as Ezra read 

God’s Word. The Bible 
is God’s Word, and it 
points to Jesus as our 

hope for salvation. 
(2 Tim. 3:16) Order 
in bulk, subscribe 

quarterly, or purchase 
individually. For 

more information, 
check out 

www.lifeway.com/
devotionals.
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Small Group OPENING

SESSION TITLE: Ezra Read the Law
BIBLE PASSAGE: Nehemiah 8:1-12
MAIN POINT: Ezra taught the people God’s Word.
KEY PASSAGE: Lamentations 3:22-23
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Does God keep His promises? Yes, God is always 

faithful.

Welcome time
Play the unit theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Invite preschoolers to find and circle the six Bibles in the 
scene.
SAY • Do you know how many Bibles you have in your 

house? The Bible is the most important book there 
is. God’s words are in the Bible. We should read 
it! In today’s Bible story, God’s people were happy 
because the walls around Jerusalem were finished. 
One morning, all the people got together. Everyone 
wanted to hear Ezra the priest read God’s Word to 
them. 

Make scrolls 
Write the key passage on a sheet of paper for each child. 
Show preschoolers the key passage in a Bible. Explain that 
in Bible times, God’s words were written on a scroll rather 

• “God Keeps His 
Promises” song

• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert download
• favorite toys related to 

the Bible story theme

• “Find the Bibles” activity 
page, 1 per child

• pencils or crayons

• paper 
• markers or crayons 
• string
• scissors

LOW PREP
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than in a bound book. Invite preschoolers to decorate their 
paper with crayons and markers. Show preschoolers how 
to roll up their paper on both sides like a scroll. Secure the 
scroll with a piece of string.
SAY • Ezra read a scroll to God’s people in today’s Bible 

story. God’s words were written on the scroll. It was a 
very important time for God’s people. Listen to hear 
what the people did when they heard God’s Word. 

Examine Bibles
Set up a reading area by placing floor pillows on a rug or 
carpet. Lay out several Bibles for preschoolers to examine. 
Use a Bible marker to mark the key passage and today’s 
Bible story, and show preschoolers how to open the Bible to 
those places. 

Share a Bible verse or story that is meaningful to you. 
Show preschoolers its location. Talk about why the verse or 
story is important to you. Ask a preschooler to tell you his 
favorite Bible story, and show him where it is in the Bible. 
SAY • The Bible shows us what it looks like to live as God’s 

special people. In today’s Bible story, Ezra the priest 
read God’s Word to His people. They had been in 
Babylon for a long time. The people needed to be 
reminded how to live as God’s people. 

Transition to Bible study
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, flip off the 
lights, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. Roll 
a sheet of paper like a scroll. Open the scroll and play out 
reading each child’s name to call them to Bible study.

• Bibles 
• floor pillows (optional) 

Well-known 
Bible stories:

• God Made the World 
(Gen. 1–2)

• Noah and the Ark 
(Gen. 6:5–9:17)

• David and Goliath 
(1 Sam. 17)

• Jonah and the Fish 
(Jonah 1–4)

• Jesus Was Born 
(Luke 2:1-20)

• Jesus Walked on Water 
(Matt. 14:22-33)

• countdown video 
(optional)

• paper 
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Introduce the Bible story
Wrap a Bible in ornate gift wrap. Invite preschoolers to 
guess the contents. Remove the wrapping to reveal a Bible.
SAY • God had brought His people back home and helped 

them rebuild their city. Now they would get to live as 
the special people of God that they were. They needed 
to be reminded of how to live as God’s special people, 
so Ezra read God’s Word to them.

Watch or tell the Bible story
Place a bookmark at Nehemiah 8 in your Bible. Invite a 
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • The Bible is God’s Word. The Bible teaches us what it 

looks like to live as God’s special people, too. Today’s 
Bible story comes from the Book of Nehemiah.

Show the Bible story video “Ezra Read the Law,” or tell the 
Bible story in your own words using the script provided. 
Use the bolded version for younger preschoolers.

Talk about the Bible story
SAY • Ezra taught the people God’s Word. The Bible 

teaches us about God and Jesus. It helps us know 
the right things to do. We do wrong things a lot, but 

• Bible
• ornate gift wrap 
• tape
• scissors

• bookmark
• Bible 
• “Ezra Read the Law” 

video
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

Large Group LEADER

SESSION TITLE: Ezra Read the Law 
BIBLE PASSAGE: Nehemiah 8:1-12
MAIN POINT: Ezra taught the people God’s Word.
KEY PASSAGE: Lamentations 3:22-23
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Does God keep His promises? Yes, God is always 

faithful.
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when we know and love Jesus, He helps us say no to 
sin. Jesus died to rescue us from sin.

Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline or big 
story circle as you ask the following review questions: 

1. What did God’s people do when they heard Ezra 
read God’s words? (worshiped God) 

2. What did God’s people do after some of the men 
helped them understand what Ezra read? (cried) 

3. What did Ezra, his helpers, and Nehemiah say to the 
people? (Today is a special day. Do not be sad.) 

4. What did Ezra tell the people to go home and get 
ready for? (a feast)

5. How did the people celebrate God’s words? (They had 
a big party.)

Learn the big picture question
SAY • Do you remember our big picture question? Does 

God keep His promises? Yes, God is always faithful. 
God was faithful to His people even when they were 
not. God’s people disobeyed Him, but God forgave 
them and reminded them of His law. 

Practice the key passage 
Open your Bible to Lamentations 3:22-23. Read the key 
passage aloud several times. Sing together the key passage 
song, “Great, Great, Great.”
SAY • Our key passage reminds us that God shows us 

mercy over and over again. God is faithful to forgive 
our sin when we trust in His Son, Jesus.

Transition to small groups 

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Key Passage Poster
• “Great, Great, Great” 

song

149God the Provider

© 2016 LifeWay



Small Group ACTIVITIES

SESSION TITLE: Ezra Read the Law 
BIBLE PASSAGE: Nehemiah 8:1-12
MAIN POINT: Ezra taught the people God’s Word.
KEY PASSAGE: Lamentations 3:22-23
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Does God keep His promises? Yes, God is always 

faithful.

Play out the Bible story
Lead preschoolers to play out the Bible story using the 
following script and actions:

• Everyone listened carefully as Ezra read God’s Word. 
[Cup hands around ears and lean in.]

• All the people stood and lifted up their hands to 
praise God. [Stand tall and lift up hands.]

• The people said, “Amen! Amen!” [Say, “Amen! 
Amen!”]

• Then they bowed with their faces to the ground and 
worshiped God together. [Bow down with face to 
ground.]

• Some of the men explained God’s words to the 
people, and they began to cry. They had not been 
living the way God wanted them to live. [Pretend to 
cry.]

• Ezra and the others said not to cry. This was a special 
day! [Pretend to wipe away tears.]

• The people had a party because they were happy God 
gave them His Word! [Jump up and down and clap.]

Play through the script and actions several times, moving 
faster each time. Have fun trying to see how quickly 

LOW PREP
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preschoolers can complete all the actions.
SAY • Ezra taught the people God’s Word. The people 

were sorry for disobeying God by not living the way 
God wanted them to live. We do wrong things a lot, 
but when we ask Jesus to forgive our sin, He does! 
Jesus died on the cross and rose again to rescue us 
from sin. When we know and love Jesus, He helps us 
say no to sin and to live the way God wants. 

Sing “The B-I-B-L-E” song 
Sing the song “The B-I-B-L-E.” If you are unfamiliar with 
the lyrics or tune, look them up online before the session. 
SAY • To “stand on the Word of God” does not mean to 

stand on top of a Bible. To “stand on the Word of 
God” means to believe and trust God’s words in the 
Bible as true. Ezra taught the people God’s Word. 
The Bible shows us how God wants us to live. When 
we read the Bible, we see how holy God is and how 
unholy we are. We also read in the Bible about how 
God sent us a Savior—His Son, Jesus! Jesus died and 
rose again to rescue us from sin! 

Invite a pastor or Bible teacher to class
Invite to your class a pastor or someone else in your church 
who is passionate about teaching the Bible. Ask the guest to 
talk to preschoolers about the importance of the Bible and 
to tell a little about what it is like to teach the Bible. Ask 
the guest to read a portion of Scripture to the children that 
is meaningful to him or her. Allow time for preschoolers to 
ask the guest questions. 
SAY • Ezra taught the people God’s Word. [Guest’s name] 

teaches God’s Word too. The Bible helps us know 

Tip: Consider 
downloading an 
MP3 of the song 
or playing the 
song from a CD for 
preschoolers to sing 
along with.

LOW PREP

• guest
• Bible
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and love God and Jesus. It helps us know the right 
things to do, too. We do wrong things a lot, but 
when we know and love Jesus, He helps us say no to 
sin. Jesus died to rescue us from sin.

Host a “We Love the Bible” party 
Write We love the Bible! on a large sheet of paper. Display 
the banner near a table. Cover a table with a festive 
tablecloth. Serve special snacks and drinks. Play happy 
music in the background. Place a Bible in a prominent 
place for preschoolers to see during the party.
SAY • Ezra taught the people God’s Word. God’s people 

had a big party! They celebrated that God gave them 
His Word to help them do the right things. God has 
given us His Word too! We can know the right things 
to do by reading the Bible. The Bible tells us the best 
news of all—Jesus died and rose again to rescue us 
from sin! That’s the best reason to celebrate! 

Decorate Bible bookmarks
Cut heavyweight paper into bookmark-sized strips. Write 
the big picture question and answer on each strip. Invite 
preschoolers to decorate their bookmark. Show preschoolers 
how to punch a hole in the top part of the bookmark and 
loop a ribbon through the hole. Demonstrate how to use 
the bookmark to mark a place in the Bible.
SAY • Ezra taught the people God’s Word. God’s Word 

helps us know the right things to do. Reading the 
Bible and memorizing what it says can help us say 
no to sin. We do wrong things a lot, but Jesus died 
to rescue us from sin. When we know and love Jesus, 
He helps us say no to sin.

• Bible
• large sheet of paper 
• markers 
• tablecloth
• paper plates
• napkins
• paper cups
• drinks
• snacks
• Allergy Alert download
• “God Keeps His  

Promises” song 
(optional) 

• Bibles
• heavyweight paper 
• scissors 
• hole punch 
• ribbon 
• markers or crayons 
• stickers
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Snack
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Guide preschoolers to clean their areas. Take a restroom 
break and wash hands. Gather preschoolers for snack time. 
Thank God for the snack. 

Serve party foods from the previous activity for snack. 
Talk about how Ezra told God’s people to celebrate and not 
be sad. It was a special day! God had given them His Word. 
Explain to preschoolers that when we ask God to forgive 
our sin, He does. Jesus died to rescue us from sin. We 
can ask Jesus to help us say no to sin, and He promises to 
help us. Does God keep His promises? Yes, God is always 
faithful.

Transition 
When a child finishes his snack, guide him to throw away 
any trash. He may select a book or puzzle to examine, play 
quietly with play dough or a favorite toy, or color the Bible 
story coloring page.

Offer the journal page and invite preschoolers to 
draw a picture of themselves reading the Bible. Remind 
preschoolers that Ezra taught the people God’s Word. The 
Bible is the most important book we can read because it 
teaches us about God and Jesus. Pray for the children.
SAY • God, thank You for giving us Your words in the 

Bible. Help us to love Your Word so we will know 
how to live. Help us to believe that You love us so 
much, You sent us Your Son, Jesus. Amen. 

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert download 
• snack food
• paper cups and napkins 

• books
• puzzles 
• play dough 
• Journal Page printable, 

1 per child 
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page
• crayons
• Big Picture Cards for 

Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and 
Preschoolers
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