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Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.
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UNIT 18
SESSION 5 

EZRA READ THE LAW

BIBLE PASSAGE: Nehemiah 8:1-12
KEY PASSAGE: Lamentations 3:22
MAIN POINT: God keeps His promises.

The Bible Story

Nehemiah 8:1-12

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
When the walls of Jerusalem were finished, the people gathered. They asked 
a teacher named Ezra to read God’s words to them. Ezra read the words 
from the scroll from morning until noon. Men, women, and children 
stood and listened to God’s words. While Ezra read God’s words, other 
men helped people understand God’s words. When the people heard God’s 
words, they knew they had not obeyed God. They began to cry. Ezra and 
Nehemiah told the people to be happy. “Go, eat sweet food and share 
it with your neighbors. Today is a happy day! God is our strength!” The 
people went home happy because they understood God’s words. When Jesus 
came to earth many years later, He spoke God’s words.

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 *Ezra read God’s words to the people.
 *The people heard God’s words and loved God.
 * Jesus spoke God’s words.
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Babies Activities

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible 
to Nehemiah 8:1-12. Show the Bible story picture as you say the 
Gospel Gems in a soothing voice. Read the key passage card. 
SAY: The people heard God’s words and loved God. GOD KEEPS HIS 

PROMISES. Jesus spoke God’s words. [Pray for the babies.]

SING A SONG
Sing to the tune of “Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star”:
“ God keeps all His promises; we can trust all that God says! 
God hears His people when they pray; He will save us in His way! 
God keeps all His promises; we can trust all that God says!” 

SAY: Ezra read God’s words to the people. GOD KEEPS HIS 

PROMISES. Jesus spoke God’s words because He is God’s Son.

MAKE SCENTED ART
Post an allergy alert. For each baby, place heavyweight paper in a 
ziplock bag with a squirt of paint and a few drops of a fruit or spice 
extract. Seal the bag with duct tape and invite babies to squish the 
paint. Remove the artwork and set it aside to dry. The paint will 
smell sweet when it has dried.
SAY: Ezra read God’s words to the people and then told them to eat 
sweet food and celebrate. GOD KEEPS HIS PROMISES.

READ ABOUT GOD’S LOVE
Wrap a Bible storybook in bright paper and cover it with heart and 
happy face stickers. Read about God’s goodness to the babies.
SAY: Ezra read God’s words to the people. At first, they were sad, 
but Ezra told them to be happy. GOD KEEPS HIS PROMISES!

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s 
words. Read the key passage card and guide toddlers to say it. Open 
your Bible to Nehemiah 8:1-12. Show the Bible story picture as you 
tell the Bible story. Say the Main Point or Gospel Gems; then pray. 

MAKE A SCROLL
Provide white paper for each toddler. Write the key passage on each 
paper, and then invite toddlers to decorate it with stickers or jumbo 
crayons. Roll up both sides of the paper and tie with yarn.
SAY: Ezra read God’s words to the people from a Bible scroll. GOD 

KEEPS HIS PROMISES. The people heard God’s words and loved 
God more. Jesus spoke God’s words because He is God’s Son.

STAND UP AND CHEER
Explain that when you hold up the Bible and say the Main Point, 
the toddlers must stand up and cheer. Repeat several times.
SAY: Ezra read God’s words to the people. At first, they were sad 
because they had not obeyed God. Ezra told them to be happy. GOD 

KEEPS HIS PROMISES.

WORK A PUZZLE
Provide wooden puzzles showing families going to church. If you do 
not have puzzles, cut the Bible story picture into three large pieces. 
Talk about why people go to church as toddlers work the puzzles.
SAY: Ezra read God’s words to the people. GOD KEEPS HIS 

PROMISES!

TASTE APPLESAUCE
Post an allergy alert. Provide sweetened and unsweetened applesauce 
for toddlers to taste. 
SAY: Ezra read God’s words. He told the people to eat sweet food 
and be happy. GOD KEEPS HIS PROMISES.
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Bonus Teaching Hour

EZRA READ THE LAW
BIBLE PASSAGE: Nehemiah 8:1-12
KEY PASSAGE: Lamentations 3:22
MAIN POINT: God keeps His promises.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: SING A SONG
Sing “If You’re Happy and You Know It” with the toddlers as you 
perform simple hand motions. If you are not familiar with the tune 
or motions, check them out online before class. To extend play, 
incorporate silly motions, such as give a hug or blink your eyes.
SAY: Ezra read God’s words to the people. Ezra told the people to be 
happy! GOD KEEPS HIS PROMISES. The people heard God’s words 
and loved God.

PLAY WITH PEOPLE FIGURES
Provide plastic people figures. Invite toddlers to free play as you play 
music. After a few seconds, stop the music and tell toddlers to hold 
the figures high. Play several rounds.
SAY: The people heard God’s words and loved God. The people 
stood up to hear God’s words. GOD KEEPS HIS PROMISES. Jesus 
spoke God’s words because He is God’s Son.

LOOK AT BIBLES
Provide hand-size Bibles for toddlers to handle. Tell toddlers that 
God helps them grow and learn from the Bible. 
SAY: Ezra read God’s words to the people! The Bible is God’s words. 
GOD KEEPS HIS PROMISES.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce the Bible story, 
Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.
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