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Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Unit 18 • Session 4
God the Provider

UNIT 18
SESSION 4

JERUSALEM’S WALLS WERE 
REBUILT

BIBLE PASSAGE: Nehemiah 3:1–6:16
KEY PASSAGE: Lamentations 3:22
MAIN POINT: God keeps His promises.

The Bible Story

Nehemiah 3:1–6:16

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
God’s people worked hard to build the walls in Jerusalem. It was not an 
easy job, but God helped Nehemiah and His people. Nehemiah split up the 
work so families worked side by side. Some families built the Sheep Gate, 
the Fish Gate, and the Horse Gate. Other families made repairs. Some 
people who lived around Jerusalem tried to stop the building. Nehemiah 
told God’s people, “Do not be afraid! God will protect us!” God’s people 
kept working. God helped His people, and the walls and gates were finished 
quickly! God’s people were happy! The people obeyed God and built the 
city wall. Later, God sent Jesus to rescue us. Jesus always obeyed God.

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 *Nehemiah led the people to build the city walls.
 *God kept His people safe as they worked.
 * Jesus always obeyed God.
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Babies Activities

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 
Nehemiah 3:1–6:16. Show the Bible story picture as you say the 
Gospel Gems in a soothing voice. Read the key passage card. 
SAY: Nehemiah led the people to build the city walls. God kept His 
people safe as they worked. GOD KEEPS HIS PROMISES. [Pray.]

SING A SONG
Sing to the tune of “Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star”:
“ God keeps all His promises; we can trust all that God says! 
God hears His people when they pray; He will save us in His way! 
God keeps all His promises; we can trust all that God says!”

SAY: GOD KEEPS HIS PROMISES. God kept His people safe as they 
worked. Jesus always obeyed God.

TAP A HAMMER
Provide plastic or soft hammers for babies to tap on a block or floor. 
As they tap, talk about how the people used hammers to build the 
city walls. 
SAY: God kept His people safe as they obeyed Him. GOD KEEPS HIS 

PROMISES. Jesus always obeyed God.

PLAY WITH ANIMAL FIGURES
Provide toy figures of sheep, horses, and fish. Invite babies to touch 
and move the animals. Talk about how the people built gates and 
named them the Sheep Gate, Horse Gate, and Fish Gate.
SAY: Nehemiah led the people to build the city walls and gates. God 
kept His people safe as they worked. GOD KEEPS HIS PROMISES!

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s 
words. Read the key passage card and guide toddlers to say it. Open 
your Bible to Nehemiah 3:1–6:16. Show the Bible story picture as 
you tell the Bible story. Say the Main Point or Gospel Gems. Pray.

PAINT WITH HAMMERS
Cover the table with a tablecloth. Help a toddler put on a painting 
smock. Help him press the head of a toy hammer onto a stamp pad 
or washable paint, then tap it on construction paper. Keep wipes 
handy for cleanup. Help every toddler paint with a hammer.
SAY: GOD KEEPS HIS PROMISES. Nehemiah led the people to build 
the city walls. The people obeyed God. Jesus always obeyed God. 

MAKE HAPPY FACES
Invite toddlers to line up and face you. Call out “happy” and invite 
toddlers to make happy faces with you. Invite them to giggle and 
dance.
SAY: God kept His people safe as they worked. God’s people were 
happy that GOD KEEPS HIS PROMISES. Jesus always obeyed God.

MATCH CARDS
Print and cut apart the “Matching Cards” printable. Place the cards 
faceup in a grid. Assist toddlers as they match the cards. Mention 
the people built gates named for fish, sheep, and horses.
SAY: God kept His people safe as they worked. GOD KEEPS HIS 

PROMISES.

EXAMINE BUILDING MATERIALS
Provide wooden blocks, building logs, sandpaper, measuring tape, 
and other toddler-friendly building items to examine and touch.
SAY: Nehemiah led the people to build the city walls. God kept His 
people safe as they worked. GOD KEEPS HIS PROMISES.
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Bonus Teaching Hour

JERUSALEM’S WALLS WERE REBUILT
BIBLE PASSAGE: Nehemiah 3:1–6:16
KEY PASSAGE: Lamentations 3:22
MAIN POINT: God keeps His promises.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: PAINT WITH SPONGE
Tape a large sheet of dark-colored construction paper to a wall at 
toddler height. Provide clean sponges for toddlers to dip in water. 
Help toddlers wring them out so they may “paint” bricks on the 
paper. Keep towels handy for cleanup.
SAY: Nehemiah led the people to build the city walls. God kept His 
people safe as they worked. GOD KEEPS HIS PROMISES, and His 
people were so happy!

SING A SONG
Invite toddlers to stand in a circle and hold hands as you sing to the 
tune of “Ring Around the Rosie” : “God is always with me, / He 
will never leave me! / I can trust, I can trust, I can trust God!” At 
the end of the song, invite children to sit down.
SAY: GOD KEEPS HIS PROMISES to always be with His people. God 
sent Jesus to earth. Jesus always obeyed God.

BUILD A WALL
Invite toddlers to use throw pillows, empty cereal boxes, or 
cardboard blocks to build a wall. Review the story as toddlers build.
SAY: GOD KEEPS HIS PROMISES. God kept His people safe as they 
worked to build the city walls.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce the Bible story, 
Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.
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