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Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.
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UNIT 18
SESSION 3 

NEHEMIAH HEARD NEWS  
OF JERUSALEM

BIBLE PASSAGE: Nehemiah 1–2
KEY PASSAGE: Lamentations 3:22
MAIN POINT: God keeps His promises.

The Bible Story

Nehemiah 1–2

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
Nehemiah lived in Persia where he served the king. One day, messengers 
came from Judah. Nehemiah asked the messengers, “How are God’s people 
doing at home? How is Jerusalem?” The messengers said that Jerusalem’s 
walls were broken and the people were not safe. Nehemiah sat down 
and cried. Then Nehemiah prayed to God for help. The king saw that 
Nehemiah was sad. “Why are you sad?” he asked. Nehemiah prayed and 
then said to the king, “Please send me to help my people build the walls 
around Jerusalem.” The king agreed! The king gave Nehemiah everything he 
needed to go back to Jerusalem to rebuild the walls. 

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 *Nehemiah prayed for God to keep His people safe.
 *God used Nehemiah to build the city walls.
 *God hears us when we pray.
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Babies Activities

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 
Nehemiah 1–2. Show the Bible story picture as you say the Gospel 
Gems in a soothing voice. Read the key passage card. 
SAY: Nehemiah prayed for God to keep His people safe, and God 
used Nehemiah to build the city walls. GOD KEEPS HIS PROMISES. 

[Pray for the babies.]

SING A SONG
Sing to the tune of “Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star”:
“ God keeps all His promises; we can trust all that God says! 
God hears His people when they pray; He will save us in His way! 
God keeps all His promises; we can trust all that God says!” 

SAY: GOD KEEPS HIS PROMISES to hear His people when they pray. 
God hears us when we pray.

SHAKE CUPS
Place purple or green pom-poms and beads in a clear plastic cup. 
Duct tape another plastic cup upside down on top of the first cup 
to make a shaker. Help babies to shake the cup.
SAY: Nehemiah served the king’s cup. God used Nehemiah to build 
the city walls. GOD KEEPS HIS PROMISES.

EXPLORE A SENSORY BAG
Before class, freeze grapes and place them with cool water in a 
ziplock bag. Seal the bag with duct tape. Invite babies to squeeze the 
bag. Explain Nehemiah served the king a drink made from grapes.
SAY: Nehemiah served the king. Nehemiah prayed for God to keep 
His people safe. GOD KEEPS HIS PROMISES.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers. Read the key passage card. Open 
your Bible to Nehemiah 1–2. Show the Bible story picture as you 
tell the story. Say the Main Point or Gospel Gems. Pray.

MAKE NEHEMIAH MASKS
Provide a paper plate for each toddler. Help toddlers glue googly 
eyes, yarn for hair, and red construction paper smiles to the plates. 
Talk about how happy Nehemiah was when God helped him go 
back to Jerusalem to build the walls.
SAY: Nehemiah prayed for God to keep His people safe. GOD 

KEEPS HIS PROMISES! God used Nehemiah to build the city walls.

TAKE A TRIP
Invite the toddlers to march around the room. Talk about how 
Nehemiah traveled far to build the walls.
SAY: God used Nehemiah to build the city walls. GOD KEEPS HIS 

PROMISES!

BUILD A WALL
Provide blocks or pool noodles for toddlers to build a wall. Mention 
that Nehemiah knew God’s people needed walls around their city.
SAY: Nehemiah served the king, but Nehemiah was sad. Nehemiah 
prayed for God to keep His people safe. GOD KEEPS HIS PROMISES. 

God chose Nehemiah to help the people build the walls!

POUR WATER INTO CUPS
Provide a small tub of water and cups. Invite toddlers to pour water 
from the cups. Keep towels handy. Mention that Nehemiah served 
the king’s cup. Point to the Bible story picture.
SAY: Nehemiah prayed for God to keep His people safe. God hears 
us when we pray. GOD KEEPS HIS PROMISES.
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Bonus Teaching Hour

NEHEMIAH HEARD NEWS OF JERUSALEM
BIBLE PASSAGE: Nehemiah 1–2
KEY PASSAGE: Lamentations 3:22
MAIN POINT: God keeps His promises.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: USE PLAY DOUGH
Provide play dough and utensils for toddlers to build walls, serve 
“food,” or make something fun. As toddlers play, talk about the 
Bible story.
SAY: Nehemiah prayed for God to keep His people safe. God used 
Nehemiah to build the city walls. GOD KEEPS HIS PROMISES.

TALK ON PHONES
Provide PVC pipes, play phones, cups and string, and old 
telephones for toddlers to “talk.” Pretend to call the toddlers on the 
phone and tell them the key passage or Main Point.
SAY: GOD KEEPS HIS PROMISES. God hears us when pray, and we 
don’t have to use a phone! We can talk to God anytime!

PLAY WITH SAND
Put clean play sand in a box or plastic container. Provide people 
figures, toy horses, and blocks for toddlers to play out the story as 
you read it.
SAY: Nehemiah traveled far across sandy roads to reach Jerusalem. 
Nehemiah rode on a horse! Nehemiah told the people to build 
because GOD KEEPS HIS PROMISES!

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce the Bible story, 
Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.
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