
unit_head

head1
outline nested

outline_centered

head1
body_no_indent

3

UNIT 15
Session 3

Leader BIBLE STUDY

Warnings had come from the prophets for decades. God 
patiently waited for His people to turn from their sin. The 
prophet Jeremiah spared few details when he warned Judah 
what would happen if they did not turn from their evil 
ways. (See Jer. 25:1-14.) 

But the people of Judah did not change their ways. The 
kingdom had been declining for years, despite King Josiah’s 
efforts to prompt nationwide repentance. When King Josiah 
died, the people went back to their old ways, worshiping 
idols and disobeying the Lord.

The time of judgment had come. God used 

Unit 15 • Session 3

Use Week of:

Judah Was Taken into Captivity

BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Chronicles 36:1-21
MAIN POINT: God sent Judah into captivity because of their sin.
KEY PASSAGE: Ezekiel 11:19-20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why should we obey God? We obey God because 

He loves us.
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Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Nebuchadnezzar—the king of Babylon—to deport the 
people from Judah to Babylon where they would live in 
exile for 70 years. 

Nebuchadnezzar went to Judah when Jehoiakim was king. 
He put Jehoiakim in chains and took him to Babylon. 
Jehoiachin became king, and Nebuchadnezzar came back 
for him too. Many of the people in Judah were taken, along 
with treasures from the Lord’s temple. Nebuchadnezzar put 
Zedekiah on the throne in Jerusalem.

The people of Judah were unfaithful to God. Zedekiah 
rebelled against Nebuchadnezzar, and God poured out 
His wrath on Judah. Nebuchadnezzar showed no mercy 
to the people of Jerusalem. The Babylonians set fire to the 
Lord’s temple and the king’s palace. They destroyed the wall 
around Jerusalem. Nebuchadnezzar’s armies carried most of 
the people away to Babylon as prisoners; only poor farmers 
were allowed to stay and work the land. The people were 
held captive in Babylon, serving the king for 70 years.

God did not abandon His people. The prophet Jeremiah 
told what would happen next: “The days are certainly 
coming … when I will restore the fortunes of My people 
Israel and Judah” (Jer. 30:3). God was going to save His 
people from captivity and raise up a new King—a forever 
King—from the line of David. (Jer. 30:9)
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Judah Was Taken into Captivity
2 Chronicles 36:1-21

The last four kings of Judah came from King Josiah’s 
family. His three sons—Jehoahaz (jih HOH uh haz), 
Jehoiakim (jih HOY uh kim), and Zedekiah (ZED uh 
KIGH uh)—and his grandson Jehoiachin (jih HOY uh 
kin) each had a turn as king of Judah.

Jehoahaz was not king for long. He did what was 
evil, and the king of Egypt came and made Jehoahaz a 
prisoner. The king stole silver and gold from Jehoahaz. 
Then he put Jehoahaz’s brother Jehoiakim on the throne. 
The king of Egypt took Jehoahaz to Egypt.

When Jehoiakim was king of Judah, he too did what 
was evil. The king of Babylon attacked Jehoiakim, made 
him a prisoner, and took him to Babylon. The king of 
Babylon stole some of the things from the Lord’s temple 
and put them in his own temple. When Jehoiakim was 
taken away, his son Jehoiachin became king of Judah.

Jehoiachin was king of Judah for just three months. 
He too did what was evil. The king of Babylon sent for 
Jehoiachin and brought him to Babylon. The king of 
Babylon made Jehoiachin’s uncle Zedekiah king of Judah.

Like his brothers, Zedekiah did what was evil. He led 
the people of Judah to do evil things too. The prophet 
Jeremiah warned Zedekiah that God would punish him, 
but Zedekiah did not listen.

God was angry with the people of Judah. They sinned 
and did not obey God. But God loved His people. He 
wanted them to turn back to Him. God sent prophets to 
warn the people, but the people did not listen.

Finally, it was time to punish the people of Judah for 

The BIBLE STORY
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their sin. God allowed the king of Babylon and his army 
to attack Judah. Many of the people died.

The king of Babylon took everything out of the Lord’s 
temple and carried it back to Babylon. Then the king and 
his army burned the temple. They tore down the wall 
around the city and burned the palaces. Anything they 
did not take with them was destroyed.

All of the people who were still alive were taken back 
to Babylon. The king forced them to be slaves. Everything 
the prophet Jeremiah had warned about happened, just 
like God said it would.

Christ Connection: God was right to punish His people for 
their sin, but He kept His promise to provide a king through 
David’s family. Ultimately, God punished our sin through His 
Son, Jesus, and made Him our King forever.

WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S WORD? 
GET 

ADVENTURE! 

Invite kids to check out 
this week’s devotionals 

to discover that God 
had compassion on His 
people (2 Chron. 36:15) 
and sent many prophets 

to turn their hearts 
back to God. God also 
promised to send a 
Savior. Order in bulk, 

subscribe quarterly, or 
purchase individually. For 
more information, check 
out www.lifeway.com/

devotionals.
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Small Group OPENING

SESSION TITLE: Judah Was Taken into Captivity
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Chronicles 36:1-21
MAIN POINT: God sent Judah into captivity because of their sin.
KEY PASSAGE: Ezekiel 11:19-20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why should we obey God? We obey God because 

He loves us.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. As kids arrive, ask them about 
a time they went on a long trip or moved to a new city. 
Discuss the things they missed about the place they left.
SAY • Moving can be very difficult. Sometimes new places 

are scary, and it can be hard to adjust to a different 
place. Our Bible story today is about a group of 
people whom God forced to move away from their 
home. We’ll learn why in our Bible story!

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “Obey the Law” activity page. 
Ask them to circle the pictures that show someone obeying 
a law or rule. They will mark an X over those showing a 
person disobeying a law or rule.
SAY • Today we will learn about what happened to Judah, 

the Southern Kingdom of God’s people, when they 
disobeyed God year after year. 

• “Obey the Law” activity 
page, 1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Bad king, bad king, exile
Set up chairs in a circle, one fewer than the number of kids. 
Select a kid to be It. Invite other kids to sit in the chairs. It 
will walk around the circle, tapping each kid’s head while 
saying “bad king” each time. When she taps a kid and says 
“exile,” all kids previously tapped will get up and run to a 
new chair. There must be at least one chair between each 
kid’s starting and ending chair. Whoever is unable to find a 
new chair is now It. Play continues until every child has had 
a chance to run for a new chair.
SAY • Judah had a string of bad kings. It seemed every king 

wanted to lead God’s people into sin. Eventually, 
just like God promised, He exiled them for their sin. 
Exile means “to remove or send away.” We’ll learn 
more about what it looked like for the people of 
Judah to be exiled later.

OPTION 2: Capture it
Direct the kids to sit in a circle. Place an object (like a pen 
cap or paper clip) in the center of the circle, and select one 
child to be It. It will close his eyes or put on the blindfold, 
and you will silently point to a child to sneak to the object 
and capture it. She must keep it hidden. When you say 
“open,” It will open his eyes and guess who captured the 
object. 
SAY • Today we will learn about a group of people who God 

sent into captivity. Captivity and capture are similar 
words; when something has been captured, or taken 
away, we say it is “in captivity.”

Transition to large group

LOW PREP

• small object (a pen cap, 
a button, a paper clip)

• blindfold (optional)

Tip: If your class tends 
to peek when they 
should have their eyes 
closed, try using a 
blindfold.
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as your kids arrive, and set it to 
end as large group time begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Large Group Leader enters wearing a security guard outfit, 
carrying keys and a flashlight. Leader paces a few times, 
scanning the room before noticing the kids.] 
LEADER • Hello, everyone! I’m glad you found a way back 

in, though I’m beginning to wonder if the museum 
actually closes when I thought it did. Then again, I 
mentioned to my shift supervisor that I was leading 
some after-hours tours, so he may have left the door 
unlocked so you could get in.

By the way, if I’m going to keep leading these 
tours, I am supposed to go over some safety 
instructions with you—just in case something 
happens while we are checking out the exhibit.

Are you ready? OK! In the case of a fire, do not 
panic. Please proceed in an orderly fashion to the 
nearest exit. If there is severe weather, we will take 
shelter in a place at the interior of the building. 

• countdown video

• leader attire
• keys 
• flashlight

Large Group LEADER

SESSION TITLE: Judah Was Taken into Captivity
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Chronicles 36:1-21
MAIN POINT: God sent Judah into captivity because of their sin.
KEY PASSAGE: Ezekiel 11:19-20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why should we obey God? We obey God because 

He loves us.

192 Younger Kids Leader Guide
Unit 15 • Session 3

© 2016 LifeWay© 2016 LifeWay© 2016 LIfeWay© 2016 LIfeWay



Stay away from doors and windows. And if you 
get lost, stay where you are and yell for help. We 
will come find you. Make sure you don’t touch any 
of the exhibits either. We found some fingerprints 
smudging the glass last week and would like to avoid 
that happening again. If you can’t obey the rules, I 
may have to request that you leave the tour early.

Say, that reminds me of our next display in the 
Bible exhibit.

Giant timeline (1 minute)

LEADER • Remember that Israel had already been captured 
by Assyria because the people sinned. Judah, sadly, 
was not doing much better. The people kept sinning 
and ignoring the warnings of God’s prophets. Finally, 
the time came for God to punish their sin. Today’s 
story is sad and a little scary, but I promise there is 
good at the end of it. Today our story is “Judah Was 
Taken into Captivity.”

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • Our big picture question and answer are still the 
same as last week, so let’s say them together so we can 
remember what to listen for in the story. Why should 
we obey God? We obey God because He loves us. 
Great job, everyone!

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to 2 Chronicles 36:1-21. Tell the Bible 
story in your own words, or show the Bible story video 
“Judah Was Taken into Captivity.”

• Giant Timeline

• Bibles
• “Judah Was Taken into 

Captivity” video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
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LEADER • The people of Judah had stopped loving God 
and obeying His Word. They ignored His laws and 
even worshiped false gods. God was right to punish 
them for their sin. God is right to punish all sin, even 
though that can be hard to hear.

God sent Judah into captivity because of their 
sin. But remember, God had also made a covenant 
with David to send an everlasting King through 
David’s family. This King—Jesus—never sinned yet 
died on the cross and rose again to rescue us from 
sin and death.

Ask the following review questions:
1. Name one of the last four kings of Judah. (Jehoahaz, 

Jehoiakim, Zedekiah, Jehoiachin; 2 Chron. 36:1-14)
2. What did all these kings have in common? (They did 

what was evil; 2 Chron. 36:5,9,12)
3. How did the people respond to the messengers God 

sent? (They disobeyed God and ridiculed His messengers, 
2 Chron. 36:16)

4. How did God punish the people of Judah? (He 
allowed the king of Babylon to attack the people and 
many died, 2 Chron. 36:17)

5. What happened to the temple? (The Babylonians took 
everything to Babylon and burned the temple to the 
ground, 2 Chron. 36:18-19)

6. What happened to the people who were not 
killed? (The people were taken to Babylon as slaves, 
2 Chron. 36:20)

The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me (optional)

Use Scripture and the guide provided with this session to 
explain to boys and girls how to become a Christian. Assign 

Tip: Provide I’m a 
Christian Now for new 
Christians to take home 
and complete with 
their families.
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individuals to meet with kids who have more questions. 
Encourage boys and girls to ask their parents, small 

group leaders, or other Christian adults any questions they 
may have about becoming a Christian.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together Ezekiel 11:19-20. Then cover a word or two with a 
sticky note. Guide kids to read the key passage again. Then 
cover one or two more words. Continue to cover the words, 
pausing for kids to repeat the key passage. 

Challenge kids to memorize the key passage this week. 
Then sing the key passage song.
LEADER • God sent Judah into captivity because of their 

sin. We all sin. Nothing we do can take away our 
sin. But remember, God sent His Son, Jesus, to take 
away our sin. When we trust in Jesus, He changes 
our hearts and gives us the power to obey God. Why 
should we obey God? We obey God because He 
loves us.

Discussion starter video (4 minutes) 

LEADER • Why are warnings important? Do you ever 
see or hear warnings that you don’t think are very 
important? Think about that as you watch this video.

Show the “Unit 15, Session 3” discussion starter video. Ask 
kids about times they were warned about something and 
ignored the warning. Talk to them about people who might 
give them important warnings. Ask them how they should 
respond to warnings and what keeps them from always 
doing that.

• Key Passage Poster
• “One Heart” song
• sticky notes

• “Unit 15, Session 3” 
discussion starter 
video
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LEADER • God has provided us with the Bible, which is 
filled with warnings about what our lives will be like 
if we ignore Him and live our own way. We are often 
tempted to ignore God, but we always have a choice 
whether to obey or disobey. Why should we obey 
God? We obey God because He loves us. When we 
trust in Jesus, God forgives our sins and our hearts 
are transformed. The Holy Spirit lives in the hearts of 
believers, helping them know God’s commands and 
obey them because He loves us.

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • Even in the midst of a sad story, we can take joy 
in the fact that Jesus has come to save us from our 
sin. Let’s sing praises to Him for His love.

Sing together “A Way for Us.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to small groups.
LEADER • Lord, You are righteous and just. You punish 

sin because You are holy and good. We confess that 
we sin against You. Thank You for Your forgiveness. 
Help us trust in Jesus more each day. Fill us with love 
for You and give us the ability to obey You joyfully.

Dismiss to small groups

• “A Way for Us” song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus.
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Small Group LEADER

SESSION TITLE: Judah Was Taken Into Captivity
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Chronicles 36:1-21
MAIN POINT: God sent Judah into captivity because of their sin.
KEY PASSAGE: Ezekiel 11:19-20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why should we obey God? We obey God because 

He loves us.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Use sticky notes to cover some words in the key passage 
poster. See if your kids can say the key passage even with 
some words missing. Encourage them to use the hand 
motions created the week before.
SAY • God’s people did not obey Him. Their disobedience 

showed that they did not love Him. Our key passage 
tells us they had “hearts of stone.” That doesn’t mean 
they actually had rocks inside their chests, but it 
helps us understand that their feelings for God were 
cold, hard, and lifeless. God promised to give them 
new hearts and to fill them with the Holy Spirit! 
That’s exactly what God does when anyone trusts in 
Jesus.

Bible story review & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute a Bible to each child. Ask them the following 
questions about the story, directing them to the Bible to 
look up any answers they do not know.

Questions:
1. Who was the first king after Josiah? (Jehoahaz, 

2 Chron. 36:1)

• Key Passage Poster
• sticky notes
• large sheet of paper 

(optional)
• marker (optional)

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Main Point Poster
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2. Who made Jehoiakim king and took Jehoahaz 
prisoner? (the king of Egypt, 2 Chron. 36:3-4)

3. Who were the next two kings of Judah? (Jehoiachin 
and then Zedekiah; 2 Chron. 36:9,11)

4. How did God’s people react to the prophets who 
warned them about their sin? (The people mocked the 
prophets, hated God’s words, and refused to listen to 
them; 2 Chron. 36:15-16)

5. What did God do as a result of the people’s sin? 
(God sent Judah into captivity because of their 
sin, 2 Chron. 36:20)

6. Ultimately, who took the punishment for sin? (God 
sent Jesus to take the punishment for sin when He died 
on the cross and rose again, Rom. 5:8-9)

SAY • Because of His great love, God sent prophets to warn 
the people of Judah to obey. The people refused to 
listen, and one king after another made sinful choices 
that led the people away from God. Eventually, God 
sent Babylon to attack them. But God never stopped 
loving them! God preserved some of the people, who 
became captives. Years later, God would send Jesus 
to die on the cross for our sins so that everyone who 
trusts in Him will be saved!

Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Pack your bags relay
Form two teams. Instruct the teams to line up at one end 
of the room. At the other end of the room, place one small 
suitcase and four articles of clothing across from each team. 
When you say “go,” the first player in each line will run 
to the suitcase, pack the suitcase, zip it up, and run it to 
the start. The next player will run it back to the other end 

Option: Retell or review 
the Bible story using 
the bolded text of the 
Bible story script.

• suitcases, 1 per team
• articles of clothing 

(shirts, pants, socks, 
shorts, and so forth), 
4 per team
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of the room and unpack it before returning to the start 
empty handed. Alternate packing and unpacking until every 
member from one team has completed the relay. That team 
wins. 
SAY • When people move away or go on trips, they usually 

pack some clothing to take with them. However, 
the people of Judah probably did not get to take 
very much, if anything, with them. The king of 
Babylon came stealing or destroying most of the 
people’s belongings, and his soldiers killed many of 
the people. It was a very sad time for God’s people, 
because they had stopped loving God. They would 
not listen to God or obey Him, so God sent Judah 
into captivity because of their sin.

OPTION 2: Paper chains
Provide construction paper and scissors. Help the kids cut 
the paper into long strips. Instruct them to write a different 
reason why God sent Judah into captivity on each strip. 
Then they will loop the strips together and tape them to 
form a paper chain. 

Suggested reasons: The people were living in sin, the 
people refused to listen to God’s prophets, the kings of 
Judah were bad kings, and so forth.
SAY • God sent Judah into captivity because of their sin. 

But even before that, the people were prisoners of 
sin. The Bible tells us that, without Jesus, all people 
are slaves to sin; they can’t choose to love because 
their hearts are broken by sin. God’s people were 
slaves to sin, and they did not love or obey God. God 
was right to punish His people for their sin, but He 
kept His promise to provide a special King through 

• 

• construction paper
• pencils
• scissors
• tape

LOW PREP

Tip: For young kids, 
draw lines for them to 
cut along or cut out the 
strips ahead of time.
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David’s family. Ultimately, God punished our sin 
through His Son, Jesus, who is our King forever. 
When we trust in Jesus, He frees us from sin!

Journal and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute each child’s journal and ask her to write about 
or draw a time that she made a bad choice and had to deal 
with the consequences. Remind kids that God sent Judah 
into captivity because of their sin to teach them how 
important it is to love God.
SAY • Without Jesus, our hearts are too broken to love God. 

God showed His love by sending Jesus to take the 
punishment for our sin so that we can live with Him. 
When we trust in Jesus, the Holy Spirit dwells within 
us and gives us the power to love and obey God.

Make sure each child secures this week’s sheet in the journal, 
and then collect them. Keep the journals in the classroom 
so they will be available every week or as often as you wish 
to use them. 

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible Story Coloring Page. Pray, praising God 
for His righteousness and justice in punishing sin. Thank 
Him for His grace and mercy in sending Jesus to die for sins 
so we could be forgiven. Ask Him to help your kids love 
Him more and live for Him.

• pencils
• Journal Page
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents this 
week’s Big Picture Cards 
for Families to allow 
families to interact with 
the biblical content at 
home.
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