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UNIT 14
Session 3

Leader BIBLE STUDY

The prophet Joel spoke to the Southern Kingdom of Judah 
at a time when the nation faced a crisis. The land had been 
invaded by locusts; swarms of the insects had devastated the 
plants. Judah was also affected by a severe drought.

Joel looked back on these events and announced that these 
were not mere natural disasters—the Lord was judging the 
people for their sin.

In Deuteronomy 28, God told His people, “If you do not 
obey the Lord your God by carefully following all His 
commands and statutes I am giving you today, all these 
curses will come and overtake you … You will sow much 

Unit 14 • Session 3

Use Week of:

Joel, Prophet to Judah

BIBLE PASSAGE: Joel 1–3
MAIN POINT: God warned His people to repent before the Day of the Lord.
KEY PASSAGE: Joel 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is God like? God is slow to anger, merciful, 

and loving.

SMALL GROUP OPENING 
(10–15 MINUTES)
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(25–30 MINUTES)
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Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

seed in the field but harvest little, because locusts will 
devour it” (vv. 15,38). That is exactly what happened.

These disasters were a wake-up call. Joel told the people 
to repent. He told them to fast. He told them to gather 
and repent together, crying out to God and asking Him to 
show them mercy. Then Joel looked ahead to the future. 
In essence he said, “You think this is bad? This is only the 
beginning!”

God’s judgment of Judah was not over. The Day of the Lord 
was coming, a day when God would show His strength 
through an invading army. For those who were not right 
with God, this was bad news. God’s power would be against 
them. So Joel implored them, “Return to the LORD your 
God. For He is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger, 
rich in faithful love, and He relents from sending disaster.”

God had pity on His people and promised to restore them. 
God would rather forgive His people than punish them. He 
sent His Son, Jesus, to die for sins so people could be right 
with God. An ultimate Day of the Lord is coming, and 
everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.
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Joel, Prophet to Judah
Joel 1–3

The people of Judah were in trouble! There was 
a drought in the land; no rain fell for a long time. 
The people had ignored God and did not obey His 
commands. God had told His people many years before 
what would happen if they turned away from Him, and 
now these things were actually happening.

The land of Judah had been attacked by a great 
swarm of locusts! When one swarm left, another swarm of 
locusts came. The locusts ate the plants in Judah. They 
destroyed everything in the fields. The apple trees, fig trees, 
and pomegranate trees died.

God gave the prophet Joel a message to tell the people 
in Judah. Joel said, “Listen up! Has this ever happened 
to you before?”

No, there had never been a swarm of locusts 
like this in Judah before. But God had sent locusts 
before somewhere else. Some of the people might have 
remembered hearing the stories about God’s people in 
Egypt. When God led Moses to rescue His people, God 
sent locusts to punish the Egyptians for their sin. Now 
God was judging the people of Judah for their sin.

Joel told the people to ask God to forgive them. 
“Gather all the people and cry out to God,” Joel said. 
“God’s day of greater judgment—the Day of the Lord—
is coming!” Joel said that for those who do not trust in 
God, the Day of the Lord will be terrible!”

Next, Joel told the people what that day would be 
like. God was going to send a strong army to take over 
Judah. Everything would be burned up by fire. Everyone 

The BIBLE STORY
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would be very afraid, and no one would be able to survive!
“Turn back to God before it is too late!” Joel said. 

“God is gracious and merciful. He does not get angry 
easily. God would rather forgive you than punish you. 
Turn from your sin. Maybe God will bless you!”

Now God’s message gave them hope for the future. “I 
will send rain,” God promised. “The plants will grow, and 
the animals will have water to drink. Then I will give my 
Spirit to everyone. Anyone who calls on the name of the 
Lord will be saved.

“I will bring Judah and Jerusalem back together, but a 
final day of judgment is coming. I will judge those who 
turn away from Me. I will punish the enemies of My 
people. You will know that I am your God. I will forgive 
those who turn from their sin, and I will be with My 
people forever.”

Christ Connection: Joel warned God’s people about the Day 
of the Lord—a day when God will judge His enemies, free His 
people, and make the world right again. Those who trust in 
Jesus will escape God’s punishment for sin. Jesus was punished 
in our place, and we share in His righteousness.

WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S WORD? 
GET 

ADVENTURE! 

Invite kids to check out 
this week’s devotionals 

to discover that God 
sent the locusts to 

show His people that 
He is merciful and 

loving. (Joel 2:13) God’s 
goodness shows us our 
sin and turns our hearts 

to Him. (Rom. 2:4) 
Order in bulk, subscribe 
quarterly, or purchase 
individually. For more 
information, check out 

www.lifeway.com/
devotionals.
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Small Group OPENING

SESSION TITLE: Joel, Prophet to Judah
BIBLE PASSAGE: Joel 1–3
MAIN POINT: God warned His people to repent before the Day of the Lord.
KEY PASSAGE: Joel 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is God like? God is slow to anger, merciful, 

and loving.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. As kids arrive, ask them if they 
know the difference between a grasshopper and a locust. 
Talk to them about their favorite (or least favorite) bugs. 
SAY • Today, our Bible story will focus on locusts that God 

sent to punish His people. But that wasn’t the worst 
part. We’ll hear more about it later!

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “How Long Until … ?” activity 
page. Using the calendars given, they will count the days 
until a given holiday and write the number in the blanks.
SAY • Joel was a prophet of God who talked about the Day 

of the Lord. We don’t know when it will come, but 
we know that it is coming! 

Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Locust tag
Before class, cut a green pool noodle in half. Select one kid 
to be the Locust. He will hold the two halves on his head 

Note: Locusts are 
mature grasshoppers 
that change color and 
swarm in response to 
overcrowding. 

• “How Long Until ... ?” 
activity page, 1 per kid

• pencils or markers

• green pool noodle, cut 
in half

LOW PREP
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like antennae and use them to tag kids. Other kids must 
stay away from the locust. If a kid is tagged, she must follow 
the locust, swarming with him and helping him tag the 
remaining kids. Play until all players become part of the 
swarm.
SAY • Joel talked about locusts that had swarmed over all of 

Judah. A locust is a kind of grasshopper that travels 
in huge groups called swarms and eats plants and 
crops that people grow for food. We’ll hear more 
about them later!

OPTION 2: Locust launch
Distribute a half sheet of green or brown construction paper 
to each kid. Instruct each kid to write her name in big 
letters on her sheet and crumple it into a ball. Use masking 
tape to make a target on the floor and mark a line a few 
feet away. Allow the kids to take turns using plastic spoons 
to make their paper wads “hop” toward the target. When 
everyone has had a turn, open the paper wads to see whose 
was the closest. Play additional rounds as time allows. 
SAY • God sent locusts to punish His people for their sin. 

We will learn more about God’s punishment as well 
as His mercy toward His people in large group.

Transition to large group

• brown and green 
construction paper

• markers
• masking tape
• plastic spoons
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as your kids arrive, and set it to 
end as large group time begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Large Group Leader enters wearing a nice shirt and jacket, 
and a tie, if appropriate. Leader has an earpiece in one ear and 
sits at the desk, smoothing clothing and hair as though about to 
go live. Leader moves head slightly as though following a count-
in and then launches into script. This week, Leader has a loud 
air horn or noisemaker hidden beneath the desk.]
LEADER • Hello, and welcome to Channel 7 News at 

7. Tonight’s top story is … [Blow the air horn or 
noisemaker.] Ha! You weren’t expecting that, were 
you? Well, today’s story is important so I needed to 
get your attention somehow! Now, where was I? Oh 
yes!

Tonight’s top story is “Joel, Prophet to Judah,” 
and it involves locusts, God’s mercy, and something 
startling like my air horn. Don’t go anywhere. Stay 
tuned to learn more.

• countdown video

• leader attire
• air horn or other loud 

noisemaker

Tip: Be mindful of 
children with sensory 
issues who may not 
respond well to loud 
noises.

Large Group LEADER

SESSION TITLE: Joel, Prophet to Judah
BIBLE PASSAGE: Joel 1–3
MAIN POINT: God warned His people to repent before the Day of the Lord.
KEY PASSAGE: Joel 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is God like? God is slow to anger, merciful, 

and loving.
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Giant timeline (1 minute)

LEADER • Over the last two weeks, we have learned about 
two prophets, Hosea and Jonah. Who can tell me 
what we learned from their stories? [Allow kids to 
answer.] That’s exactly right. We learned that God 
loves people even when they do not deserve it. 
Then we learned that God showed mercy to the 
Ninevites. This week we will learn about God’s 
prophet Joel and the message he had for the 
Southern Kingdom of Judah.

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • Before we get to our main story, who can tell 
me our big picture question? [Allow kids to answer.] 
What is God like? God is slow to anger, merciful, 
and loving. That’s exactly it.

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to the Book of Joel. Tell the Bible story 
in your own words, or show the Bible story video “Joel, 
Prophet to Judah.”
LEADER • If you remember, Israel and Judah were the two 

kingdoms made up of God’s people. Both kingdoms 
had a series of bad kings who led the people into sin. 
When Joel spoke to the people in Judah, things were 
not going well. They had been attacked by swarms of 
locusts, and there was a drought. Joel said that God 
was judging the people for their sin.

God used these disasters to get the people’s 
attention. Joel told them to stop sinning and to turn 
back to God. He said that if they did not repent, 

• Giant Timeline

• Bibles
• “Joel, Prophet to Judah” 

video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
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things were only going to get worse. Joel said that 
a day was coming when a strong army would take 
over Judah and no one would survive.

But it wasn’t too late yet. Joel said that God 
would rather forgive people than punish them. God 
warned His people to repent before the Day of 
the Lord—a day when God will judge His enemies, 
free His people, and make the world right again.

The final Day of the Lord is still coming! One 
day, God will send Jesus back to earth to judge 
those who have rejected Him. That day will come 
suddenly, and no one will know when to expect it. 
For those who don’t love and trust Jesus, it will be a 
hard day—a day of punishment and wrath. 

Those who trust in Jesus, however, will be saved. 
You see, all of us have sinned and deserve God’s 
anger toward our actions. Since God loves us very 
much, He sent a Rescuer. Jesus was punished in our 
place. We share in Jesus’ righteousness when we trust 
in Him.

Ask the following review questions:
1. What insect invaded Judah? (locusts, Joel 1:4)
2. What other time in history did God send locusts? 

(When God led Moses to rescue His people, God 
sent locusts to punish the Egyptians for their sin; 
Ex. 10:12-15)

3. What did Joel tell the people of Judah to do? (Joel 
told the people to ask God to forgive them, Joel 1:13-14) 

4. What day did Joel say was coming? (God’s day of 
greater judgment—the Day of the Lord, Joel 2:1)

5. What did Joel say would happen on the Day of the 
Lord? (God was going to send a strong army to take over 
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Judah. Everything would be burned up by fire. Everyone 
would be very afraid, and no one would be able to 
survive; Joel 2:2-11)

6. What is God like? (God is slow to anger, merciful, 
and loving; Joel 2:13)

7. Who will be saved? (Anyone who calls on the name of 
the Lord will be saved, Joel 2:32)

8. What did Joel say would happen to the enemies of 
God’s people? (God will judge those who turn away 
from Him and punish the enemies of His people; 
Joel 3:2,19)

The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me (optional)

Use Scripture and the guide provided with this session to 
explain to boys and girls how to become a Christian. Assign 
individuals to meet with kids who have more questions. 

Encourage boys and girls to ask their parents, small 
group leaders, or other Christian adults any questions they 
may have about becoming a Christian.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together Joel 2:13. Instruct the boys to say it all together. 
Then ask the girls to say it all together. Allow volunteers to 
attempt saying the verse from memory. Sing the key passage 
song all together.
LEADER • In today’s Bible story, God warned His people 

to repent before the Day of the Lord. Joel said that 
God would rather forgive people than punish them. 
This story shows us what God is like. What is God 
like? God is slow to anger, merciful, and loving.

Tip: Provide I’m a 
Christian Now for new 
Christians to take home 
and complete with 
their families.

• Key Passage Poster
• “Return” song

145God the Pursuer

© 2016 LifeWay© 2016 LifeWay© 2016 LIfeWay© 2016 LIfeWay



head1 (“Opening” is 
char.style “head1a)
outline_nested

subhead1
body_no_indent

subhead1_nested
body_no_indent
lead-in

Discussion starter video (4 minutes) 

LEADER • Have you ever ignored a warning? What happens 
when we ignore a warning? Think about that as we 
watch this video.

Show the “Unit 14, Session 3” discussion starter video. 
Invite kids to talk about times they put something off or 
ignored a warning until it was too late. How did they feel?
LEADER • Can you think of anything we all need to do 

before it is too late? God warned His people to 
repent before the Day of the Lord. We know Jesus 
will return someday, but we don’t know when. The 
Bible tells us to be ready. We can also help other 
people be ready. 

We can tell others the good news about Jesus 
and pray that they will trust in Him. When Jesus 
returns, those who reject Him will face God’s 
punishment for sin. Only those who trust in Jesus 
will be rescued.

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • We deserve to be punished for our sins, but God 
sent Jesus to die on the cross for us and rise again on 
the third day. He is a compassionate God!

Sing together “The Love of God.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to small groups.
LEADER • Let’s thank God for His mercy and love. Let’s ask 

Him to give us courage to tell others about Jesus.

Dismiss to small groups

• “Unit 14, Session 3” 
discussion starter 
video

• “The Love of God” song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus.
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Small Group LEADER

SESSION TITLE: Joel, Prophet to Judah
BIBLE PASSAGE: Joel 1–3
MAIN POINT: God warned His people to repent before the Day of the Lord.
KEY PASSAGE: Joel 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is God like? God is slow to anger, merciful, 

and loving.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Provide the heart cutouts from the previous weeks (or write 
one or two words from the key passage on a heart cutout 
for each kid). Number the hearts in order and assign each 
kid a number as well. Hide the hearts around the room. 
Instruct kids to look for their number and no other. If kids 
find another kid’s number, they can help their friend. Once 
kids find all the numbers, they will say their words in order. 
Then punch holes in the cutouts and thread them onto a 
length of yarn. Hang the hearts in the room.
SAY • Even though God punishes sin, He also loves us and 

wants us to repent. Repent means to turn away from 
sin and turn toward God. God would rather show 
us love and mercy when we repent than punish us. 
That’s why He sent Jesus! Jesus died on the cross for 
sins and rose again to make a way for us to be with 
God when we repent! Jesus was the final sacrifice that 
makes us right with God.

Bible story review & Bible skills (10 minutes)

On a board or long sheet of paper, draw a T chart. Label 
one side DOOM AND GLOOM and the other side 

• Key Passage Poster
• heart cutouts
• hole punch
• yarn or tape

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Main Point Poster
• chalkboard, dry erase 

board, or long sheet 
of paper

• chalk or marker

148 Younger Kids Leader Guide
Unit 14 • Session 3

© 2016 LifeWay© 2016 LifeWay© 2016 LIfeWay© 2016 LIfeWay



VICTORY IN THE LORD. Assign the following verses to 
your class to look up. Read them aloud and decide together 
which side it belongs on. Make a tally on each side of the 
chart accordingly.

Verses:
• Joel 1:6-7 (Doom and Gloom)
• Joel 1:10-12 (Doom and Gloom)
• Joel 1:15-16 (Doom and Gloom)
• Joel 1:19-20 (Doom and Gloom)
• Joel 2:1-2 (Doom and Gloom)
• Joel 2:4-5 (Doom and Gloom)
• Joel 2:6-9 (Doom and Gloom)
• Joel 2:10-11 (Doom and Gloom)
• Joel 2:12-13 (Victory in the Lord)
• Joel 2:14-15 (Victory in the Lord)
• Joel 2:18-19 (Victory in the Lord)
• Joel 2:21-24 (Victory in the Lord)
• Joel 2:25-27 (Victory in the Lord)
• Joel 2:28-30 (Victory in the Lord)
• Joel 2:31-32 (Victory in the Lord)

SAY • God is perfectly holy and perfectly just. That 
means that sin cannot go unpunished. However, 
God loves all people and wants us to be reunited 
with Him. That’s why He sent Jesus! Jesus took 
the punishment—all the doom and gloom of our 
sin—so that we could be made righteous. And, even 
though there is still sin in the world, Jesus will return 
and make all things new! When that happens, we will 
be free of the presence of sin, just like we are already 
free from the penalty of sin.

Option: Retell or review 
the Bible story using 
the bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Sackcloth race
Form two teams. Ask each team to line up at one end of 
the room. Give the first child in each line a burlap sack and 
instruct her to step into it, holding it about her waist.

When you say “go,” the first kids will hop in the sack 
to the other end of the room and back. Upon returning 
to the start, the kid will step out of the sack, give it to the 
next child, and that child will step into it and hop down 
and back. Play continues until every member of each team 
completes the task. The first team to finish wins.
SAY • Joel brought a sad message to Judah. In those days, 

people would often wear clothing made out of 
a rough material, like these burlap sacks, during 
difficult times. The Bible calls it “sackcloth,” and it 
was a sign that the person wearing it was very sad. 
All the bad things that were happening to Judah 
did make the people very sad, and God asked them 
to wear sackcloth because of it. However, we know 
that God loves His people and didn’t want them to 
be sad forever. That’s why God sent Jesus! Jesus died 
on the cross and rose again so that our sins could be 
forgiven. We can be joyful and happy because we 
know that God showed us His great love by sending 
Jesus to rescue us.

OPTION 2: Rend your heart
Distribute a piece of paper to each kid and tell them to 
draw a large heart on the page. Depending on the age of 
the child, you may need to draw the heart. Give each kid a 
half sheet of red tissue paper. Invite the children to tear the 
tissue paper into bits and glue the bits to the heart shape 

• burlap sacks, 2

LOW PREP

• paper
• red tissue paper
• glue or glue sticks
• pencils or markers
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on their paper. Help them write the big picture question 
and answer along the bottom of the paper. Then read aloud 
Joel 2:13 from your Bible.
SAY • God wanted the people to have broken hearts about 

their sin and turn back to Him. God warned His 
people to repent before the Day of the Lord. God’s 
love came to us in Jesus, who lived perfectly and died 
in our place. God was willing to send His Son to save 
us! Instead of punishing us, He showed His grace 
and mercy.

Journal and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute each child’s journal and ask him to write about 
or draw what it means to be ready for the Day of the Lord. 
Remind kids that the Day of the Lord is when Jesus will 
come back to judge the world and make everything new.
SAY • God is holy. He hates sin, but He loves people. Jesus 

came to take the punishment for sin so that we 
would not have to. God wants us to trust in Jesus to 
be saved from sin. When Jesus comes back, He will 
get rid of sin and make everything perfect again. But 
the Day of the Lord will be a sad and dangerous day 
for people who do not trust Jesus.

Make sure each child secures this week’s sheet in the journal, 
and then collect them. Keep the journals in the classroom 
so they will be available every week or as often as you wish 
to use them. 

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible Story Coloring Page. Pray, praising God 
for His goodness. Thank Him for Jesus and for His love and 
mercy. Pray that your kids will love Jesus and trust Him for 
their salvation.

• pencils
• Journal Page
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents this 
week’s Big Picture Cards 
for Families to allow 
families to interact with 
the biblical content at 
home.
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