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UNIT 14
Session 1

Leader BIBLE STUDY

God sent the prophet Hosea to speak to Israel a message 
of God’s hatred toward sin and of His coming judgment. 
God also sent Hosea to bring a message of love—a love that 
never gives up. God used Hosea’s own life to show Israel 
what a never-gives-up kind of love looks like.

God told Hosea to marry a prostitute. He told Hosea that 
his wife would not be faithful to him. She would give birth 
to children who were conceived with other men. Still, Hosea 
obeyed God. He chose Gomer as his wife. Just as God said, 
Gomer was not faithful to Hosea. She went after other 
lovers. Can you imagine Hosea’s grief each time he found 
his wife with another man?

Unit 14 • Session 1

Use Week of:

Hosea, Prophet to Israel

BIBLE PASSAGE: Hosea 1–14
MAIN POINT: God loves people who do not love Him back.
KEY PASSAGE: Joel 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is God like? God is merciful and loving.

SMALL GROUP OPENING 
(15–20 MINUTES)
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LARGE GROUP BIBLE STUDY 
(10–15 MINUTES)
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SMALL GROUP ACTIVITIES 
(20–25 MINUTES)
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Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

It would have been easier for Hosea to throw up his hands 
and say, “Enough! I’m done with you!” God’s people were 
no different than Gomer. They were spiritual adulterers. 
Their hearts chased after other lovers. They loved and 
worshiped idols, people and things that were not the one 
true God.

It would have been easier for God to throw up His hands 
and say, “Enough! I’m done with you!” But God’s love never 
gives up. He gave Hosea a love for his wife that compelled 
him to buy her back from the slave market after all she had 
done. In the same way, God sought after His unfaithful 
people even after all they had done. God paid a high 
price—the life of His Son, Jesus—to bring them back to 
Himself.

Remember to present the story of Hosea in an age-
appropriate way. God used Hosea’s unfaithful wife to show 
the people of Israel that they were unfaithful to Him. God 
gave Hosea a deep love; Hosea was willing to buy back 
Gomer even after all she had done. God’s love is deep, and 
it never gives up. He goes after His people and loves them 
back to Himself.
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Hosea, Prophet to Israel
Hosea 1–14

God gave Hosea the prophet a message to tell the 
people of Israel. God told Hosea to do something too. 
God said, “Go and marry a woman. She will not love you 
with her whole heart. She will love other men. Be a daddy 
to her children.”

God was going to use Hosea’s life to teach the people 
of Israel a lesson. The way Hosea’s wife treated Hosea 
would be just like the way the people of Israel treated 
God. The people did not love God with their whole 
hearts; they loved other things and people more than 
they loved God.

God asked Hosea to do something very hard. It isn’t 
easy to love someone who doesn’t love you too. But Hosea 
did what God said. He married a woman named Gomer. 
Gomer had a baby boy. God told Hosea to name the baby 
Jezreel. The name Jezreel was special because it meant that 
God was going to punish Israel.

Then Gomer had a baby girl. God told Hosea to name 
the baby “No Mercy.” God was not going to show mercy to 
the people anymore. He was going to give them what they 
deserved, and they deserved to be punished.

Awhile later, Gomer had another baby boy. God said, 
“Name him ‘Not My People.’” For a long time, the people 
of Israel had been God’s people. He promised to take care 
of them if they obeyed Him. But God’s people did not obey 
Him. So God said, “You are not My people.”

Gomer did not love Hosea like a wife should love her 
husband. She ran away from home. The people too did 
not love God like they should. They ran away from Him.

The BIBLE STORY
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What do you think Hosea did when Gomer ran away? 
She had done many things to hurt him. Did he let her 
go? No! When someone you love goes missing, you go 
after her! Hosea found Gomer and brought her back 
home. Hosea loved his wife even though she had hurt 
him. Hosea would never stop loving Gomer.

Hosea said to the people, “Turn back to God. He still 
loves you. He is going to punish you for your sin, but 
when the punishment is over, He will take care of you.” 
The people of Israel acted like Gomer. They ran away 
from God, but God kept loving them. God loves His 
people with a love that never gives up. God had a plan to 
get His people back no matter what.

Christ Connection: Gomer did not love Hosea with all 
her heart. She did things that made Hosea sad, but Hosea 
still loved Gomer. God’s people do not love God with all their 
hearts. We do things that make God sad, but God still loves us. 
He showed us His love by sending Jesus to be our Savior.

WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S WORD? 
GET 

MORE!

Invite preschoolers 
to check out this 

week’s devotionals 
to discover that 

God’s unique plan 
for Hosea was not 

easy, but God’s Word 
promises that His 

plans for us are good, 
to bring us hope 
and not disaster. 
(Jer. 29:11) Order 
in bulk, subscribe 

quarterly, or purchase 
individually. For 

more information, 
check out 

www.lifeway.com/
devotionals.
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Small Group OPENING

SESSION TITLE: Hosea, Prophet to Israel
BIBLE PASSAGE: Hosea 1–14
MAIN POINT: God loves people who do not love Him back.
KEY PASSAGE: Joel 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is God like? God is merciful and loving.

Welcome time
Play the unit theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Invite preschoolers to complete the maze to help Hosea get 
his wife, Gomer, to bring her home.
SAY • In our Bible story today, a man named Hosea married 

a woman named Gomer. But Gomer did not love 
him with her whole heart. Gomer ran away from 
home. Hosea loved his wife, so he went after her. 
Hosea found Gomer and brought her back home.

Hold a plank 
Guide preschoolers to get in a plank position. The plank is 
performed on the forearms and toes with the body making 
a straight line from the head to the heels. Elbows should be 
directly underneath the shoulders. Challenge preschoolers 
to hold the position for as long as possible. Encourage them 
by saying, “Don’t give up!” 

• “The Love of God” song
• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert download
• favorite toys

• “Go Get Gomer!” 
activity page, 
1 per child

• pencils or crayons

LOW PREP
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Continue play with other exercises, such as making arm 
circles, hopping in place, or standing on one foot. With 
each exercise, encourage preschoolers to not give up.
SAY • Keeping your body in a plank is hard to do. After 

awhile, it hurts. In today’s Bible story, God asked 
Hosea to do something very hard. God told Hosea 
to marry a woman named Gomer. Gomer did not 
love Hosea with her whole heart. Even though it 
was hard, Hosea loved Gomer and he never gave up 
on loving her even when she hurt him. We will hear 
about Hosea and Gomer in today’s Bible story.

Discover the meaning of names
Before the session, check out a book on the meaning of 
names from a library or identify a website that allows you 
to input names to discover their meaning. Provide a sheet 
of construction paper for each child. Write each child’s 
name on his paper. Older preschoolers may write their own 
names. Look up the meaning of each child’s name and 
write it below his name on the paper. Invite preschoolers to 
decorate their papers.
SAY • Different names mean different things. In today’s 

Bible story, God told Hosea to give Gomer’s children 
some names with unusual meanings. Let’s find out 
the names of Gomer’s children.

Transition to Bible study
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, flip off the 
lights, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 
Invite preschoolers to pat their hearts as they move to Bible 
study.

• book of name 
meanings or online 
tool 

• construction paper
• markers 

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Introduce the Bible story
Invite preschoolers to name people they love. Ask 
preschoolers to tell why they love those they named.
SAY • Some people are easy to love, and others are hard 

to love. Today’s Bible story is about God’s prophet 
Hosea. God gave Hosea a wife who was hard to love. 
Hosea loved his wife, even though she hurt him. 

Watch or tell the Bible story
Place a bookmark at Hosea in your Bible. Invite a 
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • The Bible is different from all other books. The Bible 

is God’s Word. Everything in the Bible is true. Today’s 
Bible story comes from the Book of Hosea.

Show the Bible story video “Hosea, Prophet to Israel” or tell 
the Bible story in your own words using the script provided. 
Use the bolded version for younger preschoolers.

Talk about the Bible story
SAY • God used Hosea’s life to show people what He is 

like. God loves people who do not love Him back. 
Gomer did not love Hosea like a wife should. We do 
not love God like we should. We hurt Him when we 

• bookmark
• Bible 
• “Hosea, Prophet to 

Israel” video
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

Large Group LEADER

SESSION TITLE: Hosea, Prophet to Israel
BIBLE PASSAGE: Hosea 1–14
MAIN POINT: God loves people who do not love Him back.
KEY PASSAGE: Joel 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is God like? God is merciful and loving.
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do not obey His Word, but God keeps loving us. 
Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline or big 
story circle as you ask the following review questions: 

1. What did God tell Hosea to do? (marry a woman 
who did not love him with her whole heart) 

2. What did Gomer do? (ran away from home) 
3. Did Hosea let Gomer go? (No, Hosea found Gomer 

and brought her home.) 
4. How does Gomer remind us of the people of Israel? 

(The people of Israel loved other things more than God. 
They ran away from God.) 

5. How does Hosea remind us of God? (God loves 
people who do not love Him back.)

Learn the big picture question
SAY • Our big picture question is, What is God like? 

God is merciful and loving. We are sinners and do 
not love God with all our hearts. We treat God like 
Gomer treated Hosea. We do things that make God 
sad, but God still loves us. He showed us His love by 
sending Jesus to be our Savior.

Practice the key passage 
Open your Bible to Joel 2:13. Read the key passage aloud 
several times. Sing together the key passage song, “Return.”
SAY • Our key passage reminds us that God is gracious and 

compassionate. When we sin over and over again, 
God tells us to return to Him over and over again. 
God loves His people with a love that never gives up.

Transition to small groups 

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Key Passage Poster
• “Return” song
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Small Group ACTIVITIES

SESSION TITLE: Hosea, Prophet to Israel 
BIBLE PASSAGE: Hosea 1–14
MAIN POINT: God loves people who do not love Him back.
KEY PASSAGE: Joel 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is God like? God is merciful and loving.

Sing “Jesus Loves Me” 
Sing “Jesus Loves Me” as a group using simple hand 
motions. If you are unfamiliar with the tune or hand 
motions, look them up online before the session.
SAY • We never have to wonder if God loves us. God tells 

us He loves us in the Bible, and God showed He 
loves us by sending Jesus to be our Savior. We do 
things that make God sad, but God still loves us. 
God loves people who do not love Him back. 

Experiment with magnets 
Fill a plastic tub with a few inches of rice. Hide 10 large 
paper clips in the rice. Provide an assortment of magnets for 
preschoolers to experiment with. Challenge preschoolers to 
use the magnets to find the paper clips. Demonstrate how 
magnets repel (push away) or attract (stick together).
SAY • Sometimes people use magnets to look for metal 

items that are lost. These magnets remind me of 
God. We push God away when we sin, but God 
never gives up on us. God loves people who do not 
love Him back. God comes after us. Everything 
God does—whether He punishes us or blesses us—is 

LOW PREP

• magnets
• large paper clips
• plastic tub 
• rice

Tip: Make sure 
magnets are too 
large for children to 
put in their mouths.
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meant to pull us to Him. God sent Jesus so we could 
be with God forever.

Care for babies
Provide baby dolls and other doll items for preschoolers to 
play out caring for baby dolls. Lead a preschooler to call 
her doll by one of the names of Gomer’s children: Jezreel, 
No Mercy, and Not My People. Point out that every time 
someone said the name of one of Gomer’s children, the 
people were reminded of their sin. 
SAY • God loved His people. He could not allow them 

to continue disobeying Him. God’s people ran 
away from Him, but God kept loving them. God 
promised that when their punishment was over, He 
would take care of them. God loves people who 
do not love Him back. God had a plan to get His 
people back no matter what. 

Practice cutting out heart shapes
Demonstrate how to make a heart by folding a sheet of 
paper in half and cutting a half-heart shape. Open the 
folded cutout to reveal the heart. 

Invite preschoolers to make their own heart shapes. 
Assist preschoolers in folding construction paper in half. 
Use a pencil to draw the outline of a half heart for them to 
use as a guide as they cut. Write the main point on at least 
one of each preschooler’s heart shapes. 
SAY • Hearts remind us of love. Gomer did not love Hosea 

with all her heart, and God’s people did not love God 
with all their hearts. The way Hosea loved Gomer 
when she did not love Him back showed God’s 
people how God loved them. God loves people who 

• baby dolls
• baby clothes
• baby bed
• blankets
• toy bottles

• construction paper
• blunt-tipped scissors
• pencil
• marker
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do not love Him back. We do things that make God 
sad, but God loves us no matter what.

Run a heart relay race
Before the session, cut one heart shape from construction 
paper for each preschooler. Write Gomer on each heart. 
Separate the hearts into two equal sets. Then cut each heart 
in two by cutting unique lines down the middle (squiggly, 
zig-zag, straight, diagonal, wavy).

Form two teams lined up single file on one side of 
the room. Give each preschooler a heart half. Place the 
matching heart halves for each team on a table across the 
room. Explain to preschoolers that the first person in line 
on each team must go to her team’s table, find the other 
half of her heart, and then go to the back of her team’s line 
while the next preschooler goes. The first team to have all 
its members find their heart match wins. 
SAY • You went to find the other half of your heart. When 

Gomer ran away, Hosea went to find her. Hosea 
loved Gomer. He found Gomer and brought her 
back home. God is like that. God’s people ran away 
from God, but He kept loving them. God loves 
people who do not love Him back. God loves His 
people with a love that never gives up. God had a 
plan to get His people back no matter what.

• construction paper
• scissors
• marker
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Snack
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Guide preschoolers to clean their areas. Take a restroom 
break and wash hands. Gather preschoolers for snack time. 
Thank God for the snack. 

Select a snack that can be contained in a bag or box. 
Before serving snack, hide the box or bag somewhere in the 
room. Invite preschoolers to search for the snack and bring 
it to you. Remind preschoolers that Gomer ran away, but 
Hosea found her and brought her home. Hosea’s love for 
Gomer reminds us of God’s love for us. We are sinners, but 
God loves people who do not love Him back. God sent 
Jesus to be our Savior. 

Transition 
When a child finishes his snack, guide him to throw away 
any trash. He may select a book or puzzle to examine, play 
quietly with play dough or a favorite toy, or color the Bible 
story coloring page.

Offer the journal page and invite preschoolers to draw 
a picture of someone they love. Remind preschoolers that 
God loves people who do not love Him back. Pray for the 
children.
SAY • God, Your love is amazing. You love people who hurt 

You and disobey You. Thank You for loving us even 
though we are sinners and hurt You. Thank You for 
sending Jesus to be our Savior. Help us to love other 
people like You do. Amen.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert download 
• snack food
• paper cups and napkins 

• books 
• puzzles
• play dough
• Journal Page printable, 

1 per child 
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page
• crayons
• Big Picture Cards for 

Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and Preschool
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