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UNIT 14
Session 1

Leader BIBLE STUDY

God sent the prophet Hosea to speak to Israel a message 
of God’s hatred toward sin and of His coming judgment. 
God also sent Hosea to bring a message of love—a love that 
never gives up. God used Hosea’s own life to show Israel 
what a never-gives-up kind of love looks like.

God told Hosea to marry a prostitute. He told Hosea that 
his wife would not be faithful to him. She would give birth 
to children who were conceived with other men. Still, Hosea 
obeyed God. He chose Gomer as his wife. Just as God said, 
Gomer was not faithful to Hosea. She went after other 
lovers. Can you imagine Hosea’s grief each time he found 
his wife with another man?

Use Week of:

Hosea, Prophet to Israel

BIBLE PASSAGE: Hosea 1–14
MAIN POINT: God loves people when they do not deserve it.
KEY PASSAGE: Joel 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is God like? God is slow to anger, merciful, 

and loving.

SMALL GROUP OPENING 
(10–15 MINUTES)
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LARGE GROUP BIBLE STUDY 
(25–30 MINUTES)
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SMALL GROUP ACTIVITIES 
(25–30 MINUTES)
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Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

It would have been easier for Hosea to throw up his hands 
and say, “Enough! I’m done with you!” God’s people were 
no different than Gomer. They were spiritual adulterers. 
Their hearts chased after other lovers. They loved and 
worshiped idols, people and things that were not the one 
true God.

It would have been easier for God to throw up His hands 
and say, “Enough! I’m done with you!” But God’s love never 
gives up. He gave Hosea a love for his wife that compelled 
him to buy her back from the slave market after all she had 
done. In the same way, God sought after His unfaithful 
people even after all they had done. God paid a high 
price—the life of His Son, Jesus—to bring them back to 
Himself.

Remember to present the story of Hosea in an age-
appropriate way. God used Hosea’s unfaithful wife to show 
the people of Israel that they were unfaithful to Him. God 
gave Hosea a deep love; Hosea was willing to buy back 
Gomer even after all she had done. God’s love is deep, and 
it never gives up. He goes after His people and loves them 
back to Himself.
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Hosea, Prophet to Israel
Hosea 1–14

God gave the prophet Hosea instructions for his 
life. God wanted to send a message to His people through 
Hosea. God said, “Marry a woman who will not be 
faithful to you, and be a father to her children.”

God was going to use Hosea’s life to show His people 
in Israel what God’s love from them was like. Hosea’s wife 
would love other men instead of Hosea, just like the 
people of Israel loved and worshiped other gods instead 
of the one true God.

God was asking Hosea to do something very difficult. 
It is hard to love someone who doesn’t love you back! But 
Hosea obeyed God. He married a woman named Gomer. 

Gomer had three children: Jezreel, Lo-ruhamah (LOH-
roo HA muh), and Lo-ammi (lo-AM igh). Each child’s 
name had a special meaning. Jezreel was the name of a 
city, so this name was warning to Israel that they would be 
defeated by their enemies.

Lo-ruhamah, which means “No Mercy,” let Israel know 
that God was not going to show them mercy anymore. 
They would get the punishment their sin deserved.

Lo-ammi, which means “Not My People,” told the 
Israelites that they were no longer God’s people.

Gomer was not faithful to Hosea. She often ran away. 
In the same way, God’s people turned away from Him. 
They worshiped false gods. God told Hosea to go after 
his wife. So Hosea found Gomer and paid to get her 
back.

“Stop being unfaithful,” Hosea said. Even though 
Gomer had not loved her husband like a wife should, 

The BIBLE STORY
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Hosea loved her anyway. God gave Hosea a love that 
would never give up. God wanted the people of Israel to 
hear about Hosea and his wife and understand that Israel 
was no different than Gomer. The Israelites did not love 
God like they should, but God loved Israel anyway. God 
loves with a love that never gives up.

Hosea warned the Israelites that God was going to 
judge them for their sin. Hosea pleaded with Israel to 
turn back to God. “Come, let us return to the Lord,” he 
said. “Let us strive to know the Lord.”

God was going to punish the people for turning away 
from Him, but He would keep the promise He made to 
Abraham. Abraham’s family would be a big family, and one 
day Jesus would come from Abraham’s family. Yes, God still 
loved Israel. God hated their sin but, just like Hosea paid 
a high price to get back his wife who did not love him, 
God had a plan to get His people back no matter what 
the cost.

Christ Connection: God used Hosea’s unfaithful wife to 
show the people of Israel that they were unfaithful to Him. 
God gave Hosea a deep love; Hosea was willing to buy back 
Gomer even after all she had done. God’s love is deep, and it 
never gives up. He goes after His people and loves them back to 
Himself.

WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S WORD? 
GET 

BIBLE EXPRESS!

Invite kids to check 
out this week’s 
devotionals to 

discover that God’s 
unique plan for 

Hosea was not easy, 
but God’s Word 

promises that His 
plans for us are good, 

to bring us hope 
and not disaster. 
(Jer. 29:11) Order 
in bulk, subscribe 

quarterly, or purchase 
individually. For 

more information, 
check out 

www.lifeway.com/
devotionals.
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Small Group OPENING

SESSION TITLE: Hosea, Prophet to Israel
BIBLE PASSAGE: Hosea 1–14
MAIN POINT: God loves people when they do not deserve it.
KEY PASSAGE: Joel 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is God like? God is slow to anger, merciful, 

and loving.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group.

Instruct kids to think of words that describe God. Invite 
kids to share their words. Challenge kids to think of words 
others have not yet mentioned.
SAY • Those were some great words to describe God. We 

could sit here all day and never fully describe our 
mighty God. Today our big picture question is, 
What is God like? Are you ready to find out?

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete “Hosea’s Search” on the activity 
page. Kids should circle the key words in the word search. 
Words are hidden horizontally, vertically, diagonally, 
forward, and backward.
SAY • Are there any words here that you don’t recognize? 

Several of these words—like Hosea (hoh ZAY uh), 
Gomer (GOH muhr), and Jezreel (JEZ reel)—are 
names that we will hear later today. Listen for them 
when we hear the Bible story.

• “Hosea’s Search” activity 
page, 1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Love shuffle
Instruct kids to sit in a circle with one player standing in 
the middle. The middle player will call out, “Shuffle if you 
love … [name an object or activity].”

Any players who agree with the statement should stand 
and find another empty chair to sit in. The middle player 
should also find a seat. The player left without a chair 
becomes the player in the middle. Play several rounds.
SAY • You love so many different things! How do you show 

that you love something? You might show you love 
soccer by joining a soccer team.

Have you ever thought about what God loves? His 
love is amazing. I can’t wait for you to hear today’s 
Bible story. We will learn that God loves people 
when they do not deserve it. That’s incredible!

OPTION 2: Pick and choose
Guide kids to line up in the middle of the room. Give them 
two choices. Kids should move to the left side of the room 
if they love the first choice more and the right side of the 
room if they love the second choice more.

Include these choices: ice cream or pizza, the ocean or 
pool, going to the movies or going to a concert, people who 
love you or people who do not love you.

Allow kids to explain their decisions. 
SAY • Doesn’t that last option seem strange? People who 

love us are easy to love. Today we will hear about a 
man named Hosea. God used Hosea to show that He 
loves us, even when we do not love Him back.

Transition to large group

• chairs, 1 fewer than the 
number of players

LOW PREP
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Suggested Theme Decorating Ideas: Decorate the room 
to resemble a news studio. Position a desk at the front of 
the room and arrange two chairs behind it. Hang maps 
or photos on the wall and provide microphones as props. 
Create a sign with Channel 7 station graphics. You may also 
choose to project the theme background slide.

Countdown
Show the countdown video as your kids arrive, and set it to 
end as large group time begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Large Group Leader enters wearing a blazer and dress shirt. 
Leader holds a microphone and adjusts his or her clothes and 
hair as if preparing to go live. Then leader addresses kids.]
LEADER • Well, hi there. How did you get here? We are 

about to go live on the air in two minutes. So you 
kids may get on the evening news tonight!

I am so excited that I get to break the top news 
story of the day. You know, in the news business, 
it is not every day that we have something positive 
to report.

• room decorations
• Theme Background 

Slide (optional)

• countdown video

• leader attire
• microphone

Large Group LEADER

SESSION TITLE: Hosea, Prophet to Israel
BIBLE PASSAGE: Hosea 1–14
MAIN POINT: God loves people when they do not deserve it.
KEY PASSAGE: Joel 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is God like? God is slow to anger, merciful, 

and loving.
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Today I have the leading story. Some will call it 
unbelievable, but I have just discovered that there is 
a perfect love out there. You won’t believe it. This is 
the story of Hosea (hoh ZAY uh) and Gomer (GOH 
muhr). Hosea accepted the difficult challenge of 
loving someone who didn’t love him back. Reports 
are coming in that this is just like God’s love for us.

[Look off to the side as if someone is getting your 
attention.] Oh, there is a slight delay with the 
newscast. Well, do you think you could help me 
prepare for the live report? I’ll tell you all about 
Hosea and God’s amazing love. Raise your hand if 
you are ready. Great!

Giant timeline (1 minute)

LEADER • Let’s take a look at our giant timeline to see 
how far we have come. Wow, we have made it to 
the start of the Minor Prophet books of the Bible. 
These books are in the Old Testament. The prophets 
brought God’s message to people on earth.

Just like every Bible story we have heard, today’s 
story points to God’s great love for us and His plan 
to save and rescue us from our sins.

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • If a friend asked you what God is like, how 
would you answer? God is so many things, but today 
we are going to focus on three of His qualities. Our 
big picture question is, What is God like?

Listen closely to the story of Hosea to discover 
how God is slow to anger, merciful, and loving.

• Giant Timeline or 
Big Story Circle
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Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to the Book of Hosea. Tell the Bible story 
in your own words, or show the Bible story video “Hosea, 
Prophet to Israel.”
LEADER • What an unusual story! This sure doesn’t sound 

like any love story I’ve ever read about in books or 
seen in the movies. God wanted to send a message to 
His people through Hosea. God used Hosea’s life to 
show His great love for His people.

God had a message for His people in the Northern 
Kingdom of Israel. But God didn’t want Hosea to 
just tell the people about God’s message; He wanted 
Hosea to show them. Hosea showed the people 
what God is like. What is God like? That’s our big 
picture question. Here’s the answer: God is slow 
to anger, merciful, and loving. Say that with me. 
[Lead kids to say the big picture question and answer.]

Let’s see how well you remember what happened 
in the story of Hosea.

Ask the following review questions. Call on kids to answer.
1. What was the name of the woman Hosea married? 

(Gomer, Hos. 1:3)
2. How many children did Gomer have? (three: Jezreel, 

Lo-ruhamah, and Lo-ammi; Hos. 1:4,6,9)
3. How were the people of Israel like Gomer? (Gomer 

was not faithful to Hosea. In the same way, God’s people 
turned away from Him; Hos. 3:1)

4. True or false? Hosea gave up on Gomer and allowed 
her to run away. (false, Hosea found Gomer and paid 
to get her back; Hos. 3:2)

5. What did Hosea tell the Israelites to do? (Return to 
the Lord and strive to know the Lord; Hos. 6:1,3)

• Bibles
• “Hosea, Prophet to 

Israel” video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
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LEADER • God hated His people’s sin but, just like Hosea 
paid a high price to get back his wife who did not 
love him, God had a plan to get His people back at a 
very great cost to Himself. God loves people when 
they do not deserve it.

You know, we are just like the Israelites. We have 
turned away from God by sinning. Our sin separates 
us from God. That’s the bad news. But God came 
after us. He sent His Son, Jesus, to pay the highest 
price for us. Jesus gave up His own life by dying on 
the cross. He took the punishment we deserve for 
our sin. When we trust in Him, God forgives our 
sin and gives us eternal life. That is very good news!

The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me (optional)

Use Scripture and the guide provided with this session to 
explain to boys and girls how to become a Christian. Assign 
individuals to meet with kids who have more questions. 

Encourage boys and girls to ask their parents, small 
group leaders, or other Christian adults any questions they 
may have about becoming a Christian.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together Joel 2:13. Invite kids to make up motions for each 
key word or phrase of the verse. For example:

• Return to the LORD your God—Point both thumbs 
over your shoulders.

• For He is gracious and compassionate—Hug yourself 
and sway side to side.

• slow to anger—Move arms outward in a slow, wave-
like motion.

Tip: Provide I’m a 
Christian Now for 
new Christians to 
take home and 
complete with their 
families.

• Key Passage Poster
• “Return” song

Tip: Adapt motions 
for key words based 
on your preferred 
translation.
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• rich in faithful love—Hold both hands over your 
heart.

LEADER • Our key passage is a great description of God. It 
reminds me of our big picture question. Let’s say the 
question and answer again. What is God like? God 
is slow to anger, merciful, and loving.

Lead kids to sing “Return” together.

Discussion starter video (4 minutes) 

LEADER • Can you think of anyone who is difficult to love? 
Sometimes people we love might hurt us. Watch this.

Show the “Unit 14, Session 1” discussion starter video. Ask 
kids if they have ever been hurt by a friend. Guide them to 
discuss if it was hard to forgive that friend.
LEADER • Do you think Hosea loved Gomer because he 

was just really good at loving people? No, God gave 
Hosea a love that would never give up. We were 
enemies of God, but He loved us and sent Jesus to 
take away our sin. Because God loves us so much, we 
can love others—even when they don’t love us well.

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • God loves people when they do not deserve it. 
Let’s worship God by singing about His great love.

Sing together “The Love of God.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to small groups.

Dismiss to small groups

• “Unit 14, Session 1” 
discussion starter 
video

• “The Love of God” song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus.
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Small Group LEADER

SESSION TITLE: Hosea, Prophet to Israel
BIBLE PASSAGE: Hosea 1–14
MAIN POINT: God loves people when they do not deserve it.
KEY PASSAGE: Joel 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is God like? God is slow to anger, merciful, 

and loving.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Display the key passage poster and read Joel 2:13 aloud. 
Form four groups and assign each group a phrase of the 
key passage. Point to each group to say its part of the key 
passage in order. Reassign phrases and repeat the activity a 
few times.
SAY • What is God like? God is slow to anger, merciful, 

and loving. This is exactly what God showed His 
people through Hosea’s life. I am so glad God gave 
us this story in His Word! Try to memorize Joel 2:13 
this week to remember the truth about God’s love!

Bible story review & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Guide kids to open their Bibles to the Book of Hosea.
SAY • This amazing story of God’s great love is found in the 

Book of Hosea. Hosea can be a tricky book to find. 
[Show kids the table of contents in your Bible.] Hosea is 
in the Old Testament, right between Daniel and Joel. 
Let’s practice finding the Book of Hosea.

Allow kids to practice several times opening their Bibles to 
Hosea. Review the names of Hosea’s children and what their 
names mean. Lead kids to point to and read the Scripture 

• Key Passage Poster

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Main Point Poster
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that states their names and meanings.
• Jezreel was the name of a city, so this name was 
warning to Israel that they would be defeated by 
their enemies. (Hos. 1:4)

• Lo-ruhamah, which means “No Mercy,” let Israel 
know that God was not going to show them mercy 
anymore. They would get the punishment their sin 
deserved. (Hos. 1:6)

• Lo-ammi, which means “Not My People,” told the 
Israelites that they were no longer God’s people. 
(Hos. 1:9)

SAY • Hosea warned the Israelites that God would judge 
them for their sin. Hosea pleaded with Israel to turn 
back to God. God hated their sin but, just like Hosea 
paid a high price to get back his wife who did not 
love him, God had a plan to get His people back 
even at a great cost.

Instruct kids to open their Bibles to John 3:16.
SAY • What price did God pay to rescue people from sin? 

(God gave His One and Only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in Him will not perish but have eternal life; 
John 3:16)

Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Reverse charades
Before small group, write several expressions of love on 
separate sheets of paper. Suggestions:

• encouraging someone
• helping or serving someone
• spending time with someone
• listening to someone
• warning someone of danger

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.

Option: Review 
the gospel with 
boys and girls. 
Explain that kids are 
welcome to speak 
with you or another 
teacher if they have 
questions.

• paper
• marker

LOW PREP
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Choose a child to be the guesser. Guide him to stand 
with his back to the group. Show the rest of the kids a sheet 
of paper that describes what they should act out.

Instruct the guesser to turn around. The rest of the kids 
should silently act out the expression of love. If desired, 
kids may work with a partner to act out the expression. The 
guesser should try to figure out what they are doing. Allow 
a minute or two for the guesser to guess.

Before playing another round, discuss these questions:
1. How does God show us that expression of love?
2. How can we show love to others in this way?

SAY • God loves people when they do not deserve it. God 
loved the Israelites even though they had turned 
away from Him. He sent Hosea to warn them to 
turn back to God and to show them what God’s love 
is like. We can show God’s love to others by doing 
some of the things we acted out, even if they have 
not been loving to us.

OPTION 2: God’s love never gives up
Give each kid a pencil or pen and three pieces of paper.
SAY • Try to think of the worst thing you have ever done. 

What was the next worst? Or the third worst? Write 
those three things on your pieces of paper, and then 
crumple them up.

Lead kids to hold onto their paper wads and sit in a circle. 
Position a trash can in the middle of the circle. 
SAY • In today’s Bible story, Hosea’s relationship with 

Gomer reminded us of God’s relationship with the 
people of Israel and with us.

Even though God’s people were unfaithful and 
loved other things more than God, God still loved 

• paper, 3 pieces per kid
• pencils or pens
• trash can or recycling 

bin
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them. We have sinned and loved other things more 
than God, too. But God still loves us.

God sent Jesus to die on the cross for our sin and 
bring us back to Him. That’s amazing love!

So as you hold some pretty bad things in your 
hand, remember nothing that we do will cause God 
to stop loving us. He loves us so much He wants to 
rescue us from our sins. 

Invite kids to each toss one paper wad into the trash can. 
Guide them to say today’s main point together: God loves 
people when they do not deserve it. Play three rounds to 
discard of all the paper, repeating the main point each time.

Journal and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute journal pages and pencils. Encourage kids to 
write a thank-you note to God for loving them even though 
they are sinners. Remind kids that God loves people when 
they do not deserve it.
SAY • Let’s pray. Lord God, Your love never gives up. 

Thank You for loving us even when we don’t deserve 
it. Father, help us to love others who have been 
unloving to us. Give us a love that never gives up. 
Help us show Your love to the world by loving others 
well. Thank You for Jesus. We love You. Amen.

As time allows, lead kids to complete “Never Give Up” on 
the activity page. Kids can use the key to decode the secret 
message about God’s love. (Answer: God loves with a love 
that never gives up.)

• pencils
• Journal Page
• “Never Give Up” activity 

page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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