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UNIT 13
Session 6

Leader BIBLE STUDY

He’s a chip off the old block. Like father, like son. The apple 
doesn’t fall far from the tree. These idioms exist because sons 
tend to look and behave like their fathers. When it came to 
Hezekiah and his father, Ahaz, however, the two were far 
from similar.

When Ahaz was king of Judah, he did not respect God, 
God’s law, or God’s prophets. He worshiped idols. Ahaz 
“did not do what was right in the sight of the Lord his 
God” (2 Kings 16:2). He led the people away from God, 
provoking God’s wrath and anger.

Unit 13 • Session 6

Use Week of:

Hezekiah, Judah’s Faithful King

BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Kings 18–19
MAIN POINT: God answered Hezekiah’s prayer.
KEY PASSAGE: Hebrews 1:1-2
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How many gods are there? There is one true God 

who alone deserves worship.
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6

Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Hezekiah, on the other hand, “did what was right in the 
Lord’s sight just as his ancestor David had done.” Hezekiah 
destroyed the places of idol worship and cleansed the 
temple. (See 2 Chron. 29.) The Lord was with Hezekiah, 
and Hezekiah prospered.

Hezekiah was a faithful king who led the people of Judah 
to worship God like they were supposed to, but even good 
kings are sinners. His wealth and success led to pride. How 
did Hezekiah react when God said everything in his palace 
would be carried off to Babylon? “Who cares? I’ll be dead 
by then.”

Jesus is our faithful King who never sinned. Check out 
some of these definitions for the word faithful: “strict or 
thorough in the performance of duty”; “true to one’s word, 
promises, or vows”; “steady in allegiance or affection”; 
“loyal”; “constant”; “reliable, trusted, or believed”; “adhering 
or true to fact, a standard, or an original”; “accurate.”

Jesus completed His work—the redemption of sinners. 
He said on the cross, “It is finished!” (John 19:30). Jesus 
is faithful over God’s house as a Son. (Heb. 3:6) His 
obedience is steadfast. (Isa. 50:4-10) “Jesus is the same 
yesterday, today, and forever” (Heb. 13:8). One day Jesus 
will return to make all things the way they are supposed to 
be. (Rev. 1:1-6)
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Hezekiah, Judah’s Faithful King
2 Kings 18–19

The Southern Kingdom of Judah had many kings. 
When King Ahaz died, his son Hezekiah became king. 
Hezekiah was not like his father. Ahaz had been a bad king, 
but Hezekiah did what was right. Hezekiah trusted God 
and obeyed His commands.

One day, the Assyrians attacked the Northern 
Kingdom of Israel. The Assyrian army destroyed the 
kingdom and made the people in the capital city go to 
Assyria.

A few years later, the Assyrians came to Judah. 
Hezekiah was afraid. He did not trust God to protect His 
people. Instead, Hezekiah sent a message to the king of 
Assyria. Hezekiah said, “Please go away. I’ll give you as 
much money as you want.”

The king of Assyria demanded 11 tons of silver and 1 
ton of gold. Hezekiah didn’t have that much money! So he 
collected the silver from God’s temple and from the palace. 
He took the gold off the doors and doorposts in the temple 
and gave it to the king of Assyria.

But the king of Assyria did not go away. His large 
army and some of his leaders went to talk to Hezekiah. 
“Whom are you trusting to protect you?” they asked. “Our 
armies are stronger than yours. You should just give up 
now,” they said.

Hezekiah sent a message to Isaiah the prophet. “Pray 
for us!” Hezekiah said. “Ask God to protect us!”

Isaiah responded, “God says: Do not be afraid. The 
king will go back to his country, and he will be killed 
there.”

The BIBLE STORY
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The Assyrians made fun of Hezekiah for trusting God. 
The king sent him a letter that said, “Do you really think 
that God will protect you?”

Hezekiah went to the temple. He spread out the king’s 
letter and prayed. He said, “God, please save us from 
Assyria so that everyone on earth will know that You are 
the one true God.”

Then Isaiah came to Hezekiah with a message. God 
had heard Hezekiah’s prayer. God was not going to let 
Assyria attack Jerusalem. God said, “I will defend this city 
and rescue it for My sake and to keep the promise I made 
to My servant David—that his kingdom would not be 
destroyed.”

That night, the angel of the Lord went into the camp 
of the Assyrian army and killed thousands of them. The 
next morning, the king of Assyria went home. He was 
killed there, just as God had said.

Christ Connection: Hezekiah prayed that God would save 
His people from their enemies so that everyone would know 
that He is the one true God. God answered Hezekiah’s prayer. 
Jesus also prayed for His people to be saved. God answered Jesus’ 
prayer. Through His death and resurrection, Jesus brought glory 
to God by rescuing people from sin and death.

WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S WORD? 
GET 

ADVENTURE! 

Invite kids to check out 
this week’s devotionals 

to discover that Hezekiah 
stood out among the 

kings of Judah because 
he trusted God. (2 Kings 
18:5) No king was like 
him, but he pointed 
ahead to a greater 

King, Jesus. (Rev. 1:5) 
Order in bulk, subscribe 
quarterly, or purchase 
individually. For more 
information, check out 

www.lifeway.com/
devotionals.
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Small Group OPENING

SESSION TITLE: Hezekiah, Judah’s Faithful King
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Kings 18–19
MAIN POINT: God answered Hezekiah’s prayer.
KEY PASSAGE: Hebrews 1:1-2
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How many gods are there? There is one true God 

who alone deserves worship.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. As kids arrive, ask them if they have 
ever seen God answer prayer. Talk to them about what it 
was like to see God work and how it made them feel about 
God.
SAY • Today we will hear a story about a king of Judah 

who prayed for God to save His people from their 
enemies. Do you think God protected them or 
allowed them to be conquered? We’ll learn more 
about it later. 

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “Letter to the King” activity 
page. Direct them to look at the pictures to figure out what 
words are missing from the story.
SAY • Hezekiah was the king of the Southern Kingdom 

of Judah after Israel split in two. An enemy nation, 
Assyria, was planning to conquer Judah, just like 
they had conquered the Northern Kingdom of Israel. 
The king of Assyria sent a letter to Hezekiah. Later 

• “Letter to the King” 
activity page, 1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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we’ll find out what that letter said and how Hezekiah 
responded to it.

Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: War!
Form groups of four kids. Give each group a standard deck 
of 52 cards. Each group will shuffle the cards and deal them 
evenly. Each player will flip over a card, and the player with 
the highest card will collect the other players’ cards. If two 
or more players play a card with the same value, they will 
each play three cards facedown and a fourth card faceup. 
The highest value faceup card collects all the cards. Aces are 
high. Play continues until one player has all 52 cards or as 
time allows.
SAY • When two kingdoms go to war, the kingdom with 

the bigger army usually wins. Today we will learn 
about a time God helped His people face a larger 
army. I can’t wait to learn more!

OPTION 2: Afraid charade
Invite volunteers to act out different emotions for the class 
to guess. Whisper a word to each volunteer and instruct her 
to act it out. Don’t tell kids that all the words are synonyms 
for afraid; see how long it takes them to catch on. Suggested 
words: afraid, fearful, scared, terrified, horrified, frightened, 
nervous, anxious, and so forth.
SAY • We have a lot of different words for afraid, but no 

matter what word you use, the emotion feels about 
the same. Hezekiah was afraid of the king of Assyria. 
We’ll learn later how Hezekiah overcame his fear.

Transition to large group

• standard deck of cards 
with jokers removed, 
1 per group 

Tip: For the more 
difficult words, help the 
child understand what 
it means by describing 
situations where he 
might feel that way.

LOW PREP
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as your kids arrive, and set it to 
end as large group time begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Large Group Leader enters wearing a lab coat over dark-
colored slacks and shirt, carrying a stack of science textbooks.] 
LEADER • Welcome back, everyone. I’ve been poring 

through these books searching for the answer to 
my latest science question, but I can’t seem to 
find what I need. I have tried to gather evidence 
through experiments, but my results have been very 
inconsistent. I can’t draw any good conclusions.

Thankfully, my mentor knows a lot about the 
subject, so I’ve sent her an email to see if she can 
help me out. She hasn’t responded yet, but she 
always does. I can trust that she will email me back 
with the information I need. 

Actually, that makes me think about God. God 
always answers His people when they pray. In fact, 
God is better at answering prayers than my mentor 
is at answering emails! I even know a Bible story to 

• countdown video

• leader attire
• science textbooks

Large Group LEADER

SESSION TITLE: Hezekiah, Judah’s Faithful King
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Kings 18–19
MAIN POINT: God answered Hezekiah’s prayer.
KEY PASSAGE: Hebrews 1:1-2
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How many gods are there? There is one true God 

who alone deserves worship.
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prove it! It’s called “Hezekiah, Judah’s Faithful King.”

Giant timeline (1 minute)

LEADER • Before we get into this week’s story, let’s review 
the last few stories we’ve learned. From our stories 
with Elijah, we learned that God is more powerful 
than His enemies and that He reveals Himself to His 
people. From Elisha, we learned that God cares about 
people, even His enemies. Isaiah’s message taught 
us that God is holy and glorious and that His plans 
always happen. This week we will learn about one of 
the kings of Judah, Hezekiah.

Big picture question (1 minute) 

LEADER • Our big picture question and answer has not 
changed though. How many gods are there? There 
is one true God who alone deserves worship. 
Pay attention to this story and see if you can find 
evidence that supports our answer.

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to 2 Kings 18–19. Tell the Bible story in 
your own words, or show the Bible story video “Hezekiah, 
Judah’s Faithful King.”
LEADER • Hezekiah was a rare king in those days. Hezekiah 

was a good king, and Judah did not have many of 
those! Despite being a good king who wanted to 
obey God, Hezekiah was not perfect.

In the first part of our story, the king of Assyria 
threatened to destroy Judah. Assyria was a powerful 
empire and had already defeated multiple other 
cities and kingdoms—including the Northern 

• Giant Timeline

• Bibles
• “Hezekiah, Judah’s 

Faithful King” video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
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Kingdom of Israel. Sadly, Hezekiah gave the 
Assyrian king items from God’s temple to keep the 
Assyrians from attacking. 

As you can imagine, that didn’t work. The king 
of Assyria stayed and threatened God’s people. He 
even sent messengers who mocked God’s people for 
trusting in God to save them. The Assyrians had 
conquered many other people who had trusted in 
false gods to save them. Those false gods had no 
power and could not save anyone! But this time, the 
Assyrians fought the people of Judah, who trusted in 
the one true God.

Hezekiah prayed that God would save His 
people from their enemies so that everyone would 
know that He is the one true God. God answered 
Hezekiah’s prayer. Jesus also prayed for His people 
to be saved. God answered Jesus’ prayer. Through 
His death and resurrection, Jesus brought glory to 
God by rescuing people from sin and death. 

Now, when we pray to God for salvation, He saves 
us and makes us new creations! Salvation from God 
through Jesus shows the answer to our question: 
How many gods are there? There is one true God 
who alone deserves worship.

The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me (optional)

Use Scripture and the guide provided with this session to 
explain to boys and girls how to become a Christian. Assign 
individuals to meet with kids who have more questions. 

Encourage boys and girls to ask their parents, small 
group leaders, or other Christian adults any questions they 
may have about becoming a Christian.

Tip: Provide I’m a 
Christian Now for new 
Christians to take home 
and complete with 
their families.
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Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together Hebrews 1:1-2. Cover the poster and then tape a 
large piece of paper to a focal wall.

Choose volunteers to come up one at a time to write one 
word of the key passage. Invite kids to take turns until they 
finish writing the whole passage. Then sing the key passage 
song.
LEADER • God reveals Himself through Scripture; as we 

read the Bible, we can know God better. As we get to 
know God better, we will trust and love Him more 
because we will see His goodness and faithfulness. 
Jesus perfectly shows us what God is like. Jesus 
showed God’s goodness and faithfulness when He 
died on the cross and rose again to save us from sin.

Discussion starter video (4 minutes) 

LEADER • Have you ever been in a very difficult situation? 
How did you react to the hard times? Think about 
that question as you watch this short clip.

Show the “Unit 13, Session 6” discussion starter video. Ask 
kids when they usually pray. Is it usually just at one time 
during the day? Is it usually just before bed? Ask them if 
there is ever a bad time to pray. Ask them whether prayer 
does any good, and who hears them when they pray. How 
can they know God is listening?
LEADER • Sometimes it is tempting to believe the lie that 

God does not answer prayer. However, we know 
that God always listens to His people’s prayers, and 
He always provides us with answers in His timing. 
We may not always get the answer we hope for, but 
we can trust that God is in control and that He is 

• Key Passage Poster
• “Speaking to Us” song
• large piece of paper
• tape
• marker

• “Unit 13, Session 6” 
discussion starter 
video
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mighty to save us. Even when God doesn’t answer 
the way we hoped, prayer helps us know what God’s 
plans are, so we can align our hearts with His.

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • Let’s sing a song of praise to the one true God.
Sing together “God’s Son.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to small groups.
LEADER • God, You are good to us and attentive to our 

prayers. We thank You for saving us through Jesus 
when we call on His name. We thank You for giving 
us a way to talk to You and listening to us when we 
pray. Help us learn to turn to You first when we face 
difficult times. Amen.

Dismiss to small groups

• “God’s Son” song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus.
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Small Group LEADER

SESSION TITLE: Hezekiah, Judah’s Faithful King
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Kings 18–19
MAIN POINT: God answered Hezekiah’s prayer.
KEY PASSAGE: Hebrews 1:1-2
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How many gods are there? There is one true God 

who alone deserves worship.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Write one word of the key passage on separate sheets of 
paper or poster board. Spread the words on the floor in a 
hopscotch pattern. Using a beanbag, foot bag, or wad of 
paper, play hopscotch with the kids. Encourage players to 
say the passage as they hop onto each word or phrase except 
the one where the beanbag landed. Instruct the rest of the 
class to shout out the word or phrase that the hopper skips 
over.
SAY • In our story today, Hezekiah spread the letter from 

Assyria out on the floor to pray about it. God 
answered Hezekiah’s prayer in a big way. God 
used Isaiah, a prophet, to deliver His message of 
deliverance to Hezekiah. Now that Jesus has come, 
God’s messages to us come from Jesus, in the Bible.

Bible story review & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Give each child a Bible and help him find 2 Kings 18–19. 
Tell kids that you are going to ask some questions and they 
will need to use their Bibles to find the answers. If they 
struggle to find the answer, give the specific reference for 
each question and help them find the answer. Encourage 

• Key Passage Poster
• posterboard
• markers
• beanbag, foot bag, or 

wad of paper

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Main Point Poster
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them to work together and help their neighbors.
Questions:
1. What was the name of the faithful king in the story? 

(Hezekiah, 2 Kings 18:1)
2. Hezekiah was king over what kingdom? (Judah, 

2 Kings 18:1)
3. Which country tried to invade Judah? (Assyria, 

2 Kings 18:17)
4. Where did Hezekiah get the gold and silver to give 

to the Assyrian army? (God’s temple and the royal 
treasury, 2 Kings 18:15)

5. What did Hezekiah ask Isaiah to do? (Pray for him, 
2 Kings 19:1-4)

6. How did God answer Hezekiah’s prayer? (God saved 
the city of Jerusalem and killed many of the Assyrian 
soldiers, 2 Kings 19:35)

7. How many Gods are there? There is one true God 
who alone deserves worship.

SAY • Hezekiah prayed to God, and God answered 
Hezekiah’s prayer. God always hears the prayers of 
His people, and He always answers them. We may 
not always get the answer we want or the answer we 
expect. If we have sin that we need to confess, He 
wants to deal with that first. But God always answers 
our prayers. 

Hezekiah prayed for God to rescue Judah from 
Assyria, but we need to be rescued from an even 
greater enemy: sin! God sent Jesus to rescue us 
from sin. If we pray to God to save us from our sin 
through Jesus, He will always answer “yes,” like He 
did for Hezekiah.

Option: Retell or review 
the Bible story using 
the bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Prayer book
Give each child a few sheets of white paper and a sheet of 
colored construction paper. Help them fold all the papers 
in half. Direct them to slip the white paper into the folded 
construction paper so that the creases are aligned on the 
same side to form a booklet. Help the kids staple the spine 
to hold it together. Provide markers, crayons, and stickers to 
decorate their book. Help the kids write Prayer Book on the 
front cover and the main point on the first page.
SAY • Hezekiah prayed that God would save the people of 

Judah from their enemies. God answered Hezekiah’s 
prayer. God always answers prayers, though it may 
not always be the answer we want. We can keep track 
of what we pray and when God answers using our 
prayer books! You can record different things you 
have asked God for, and when you get a clear answer 
you can write it down! That way, you can remember 
how God is always faithful.

OPTION 2: Letters of encouragement
Give each child lined paper. Ask kids to write a letter of 
encouragement to a leader in each of their lives. This could 
be a teacher, a parent, a coach, or a pastor. Direct them to 
deliver their letter in the coming week.
SAY • The king of Assyria sent a letter to Hezekiah trying 

to discourage him and make him feel foolish for 
trusting God. The Assyrian king wanted Hezekiah 
to lose hope and give up. Hezekiah chose to pray to 
God and ask for help instead. Our leaders need help 
from God too, and one way God can provide help is 
through people! Let’s write letters of encouragement 

• white paper
• construction paper
• stapler
• markers or crayons
• stickers

• lined paper
• pencils or markers

LOW PREP
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to lift up the leaders in our lives, and remind them to 
always love and obey God!

Journal and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute each child’s journal and ask her to write or draw 
a prayer she wants to see God answer. It could be about 
a friend who doesn’t love Jesus, a sick grandparent, or 
something hard going on at school. Encourage kids to pray 
about anything and everything that matters to them.
SAY • The Bible tells us to cast all our cares on God, 

because He cares for us. [See 1 Peter 5:7.] That means 
that whether your prayer seems important or silly, 
God wants to hear about it. God always answers the 
prayers of His people, but He doesn’t always give 
us what we want. Sometimes God asks us to wait 
patiently, or He says no to something that is not His 
plan for us. The best thing for us is salvation from 
Jesus. If we pray for salvation, God always says yes!

Make sure each child secures this week’s sheet in the journal, 
and then collect them. Keep the journals in the classroom 
so they will be available every week or as often as you wish 
to use them. 

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page. Pray, thanking God 
for always answering prayers. Thank Him for always saying 
“yes” when we pray for salvation through Jesus.

• pencils
• Journal Page
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents this 
week’s Big Picture Cards 
for Families to allow 
families to interact with 
the biblical content at 
home.
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