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UNIT 13
Session 4

Leader BIBLE STUDY

King Uzziah’s death marked the end of an era. His reign had 
been long and prosperous. Uzziah became king when he was 
16, and he reigned over Judah for 52 years.

Uzziah had listened to the prophet Zechariah; he feared 
God, and God made him prosper. But Uzziah’s pride got the 
best of him. (See 2 Chron. 26:16.) God struck Uzziah with 
leprosy. Then Uzziah died.

Under Uzziah’s leadership, God’s people had turned away 
from the promises of God and trusted in the promises of the 
world around them. God had promised to bless the entire 
world through Abraham’s family, but God’s people were 
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KEY PASSAGE: Hebrews 1:1-2
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How many gods are there? There is one true God 

who alone deserves worship.

SMALL GROUP OPENING 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 58

LARGE GROUP BIBLE STUDY 
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 60

SMALL GROUP ACTIVITIES 
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 66

54 Younger Kids Leader Guide
Unit 13 • Session 4

© 2016 LifeWay© 2016 LifeWay© 2016 LIfeWay© 2016 LIfeWay



4

Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

rebellious. Instead of blessing, they set themselves up to 
receive God’s judgment.

But God’s plans and promises were not thwarted. God 
sent the prophet Isaiah to preach a message of hope. Even 
though God was going to correct His people through 
judgment, His purpose was one of grace through which 
God would receive glory. God planned to send a Messiah 
who would bring salvation to the world.

Isaiah 6 opens with Isaiah worshiping in the temple. 
Then God gave Isaiah a vision. Isaiah saw God sitting on 
a throne. Yes, in the year that King Uzziah died, God was 
sitting on the throne. God was reigning over the universe. 
The magnitude of God’s holiness made Isaiah realize the 
magnitude of his own sin. His response? “Woe is me!”

God extended His grace to Isaiah. He took away Isaiah’s 
guilt. God passed over Isaiah’s sins because He was going to 
send Jesus to pay for them. In His death on the cross, Jesus 
paid for the sins—past, present, and future—of those who 
would trust in Him. When we trust in Jesus, God says to us 
the words Isaiah heard: “Your guilt is taken away. Your sin is 
atoned for.”
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God Called Isaiah
Isaiah 6

After King Solomon died, the tribes of Israel split and 
formed two kingdoms: the Northern Kingdom of Israel 
and the Southern Kingdom of Judah. The people in these 
kingdoms looked to their kings to protect them and take 
care of them. At this time, the king of a land called Assyria 
was trying to take over the world.

When Uzziah was the king of Judah, he was mostly a 
good king. The people felt safe. When Uzziah died, the 
people of Judah were upset and afraid.

In the year that King Uzziah died, Isaiah was 
worshiping God in the temple when he had a vision. 
Isaiah saw God sitting on a throne. God’s robe was long; 
its edges filled the temple. Seraphim—heavenly beings—
stood above Him, and they each had six wings. They 
called out: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord; His glory fills 
the whole earth.”

When the seraphim spoke, the foundations of the 
doorways shook, and the temple filled with smoke. 
Isaiah was in the presence of God! He said, “I am ruined! 
I am sinful. I do not deserve to be in the presence of the 
King, the great and holy God.”

Then one of the seraphim flew to Isaiah. The seraph 
had a burning coal from the altar in his hand. He 
touched Isaiah’s mouth and said, “Now that this has 
touched your lips, your wickedness is removed and your 
sin is wiped away.”

Then Isaiah heard God’s voice: “Who should I send? 
Who will go for Us?”

Isaiah said, “Here am I! Send me.”

The BIBLE STORY
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“Go,” God said.
God told Isaiah an important message for the people. 

This was God’s message: “You will listen, but you will not 
understand. You will look, but you will not really see. If 
your eyes and ears and minds worked, you would turn from 
your sin and be healed.”

Isaiah asked, “How long should I preach to people 
who won’t listen?”

God answered Isaiah, “Preach until the cities are 
destroyed and no one lives in them. I am going to send 
the people far away.”

Then God explained that He would bring some of the 
people back to Judah. These people were part of Abraham’s 
family. God was going to keep His promise to Abraham 
through them. He would send the Messiah through their 
family to be a blessing to all the nations.

Christ Connection: Isaiah had a vision of God’s glory and 
realized his own sin. God forgave Isaiah’s sin. Like Isaiah, 
when we see how holy God is, we see how sinful we are. God 
sent His Son, Jesus, to take away our sin. We can find salvation 
only in Him.

WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S WORD? 
GET 

ADVENTURE! 

Invite kids to check out 
this week’s devotionals 

to discover Isaiah 
responded to God’s 
calling. (Isa. 6:8) We 
have been forgiven 

from sin; we joyfully tell 
others about salvation 

only through Jesus. 
(2 Cor. 5:20) Order 
in bulk, subscribe 

quarterly, or purchase 
individually. For more 
information, check out 

www.lifeway.com/
devotionals.
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Small Group OPENING

SESSION TITLE: God Called Isaiah
BIBLE PASSAGE: Isaiah 6
MAIN POINT: Isaiah saw the holy God in His glory.
KEY PASSAGE: Hebrews 1:1-2
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How many gods are there? There is one true God 

who alone deserves worship.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. As kids arrive, ask them about the 
most incredible thing they’ve ever seen in nature. Ask them 
how they felt when they saw that thing.
SAY • God’s creation is very big and very beautiful. When 

we look at it, we see small glimpses of His glory 
and power. However, nothing can compare to what 
Isaiah, one of God’s prophets, saw when God chose 
him to be a messenger. We’ll hear more about it later.

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “Coal and Robes” activity page. 
Instruct them to find a partner and use the grids to play a 
game of dots and boxes.
SAY • Your activity page had pieces of coal, and you drew 

lines like a long, twisting robe. Our Bible story today 
features a long robe and a lump of coal. We’ll find 
out more today.

• “Coal and Robes” 
activity page, 1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Robe relay
Form two teams. Direct each team to line up at one end of 
the room. At the other end of the room, place two over-
sized adult robes. The kids must rush to the robe, put it on, 
spin around three times, take it off, and run back to the 
start. The first team to finish wins.
SAY • Isaiah saw God seated on a throne. God’s robe was 

so large and long that the edges of it were filling the 
whole temple! Today we’ll learn what happened next!

OPTION 2: Hot coals
Use a black ball or paper wad to play a version of “Hot 
Potato” with your class. Use the unit theme song or another 
song of your choice as you start and stop music while 
children pass the “coal.” 
SAY • In our story today, a seraph—a heavenly being that 

serves God—touched a hot coal to Isaiah’s mouth. 
This represented God forgiving Isaiah’s sin. We aren’t 
using real coal, and it definitely isn’t hot, but as we 
pass around our pretend coal, let’s imagine what it 
would have been like for Isaiah to be in the presence 
of God.

Transition to large group

• adult-sized robes, 2

• black ball or paper wad
• “God’s Son” song 

(optional)

LOW PREP
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as your kids arrive, and set it to 
end as large group time begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Large Group Leader enters wearing a lab coat over dark-
colored slacks and shirt, carrying a clipboard.]
LEADER • Hey, everyone! Welcome back to the lab! I just 

got some exciting news about one of my coworkers, 
a fellow scientist. She got a call from our boss, the 
head of the research department here. She was given 
a very special task. That actually reminds me of a 
Bible story about a man named Isaiah whom God 
called for a special purpose. Would you like to hear 
it? [Encourage enthusiastic responses.] All right! Let’s 
dive in then!

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Point to the timeline as you review previous Bible stories.
LEADER • Over the past few weeks, we’ve learned about 

the kings and prophets in the Northern Kingdom 
of Israel. God’s people were living in sin, and God 

• countdown video

• leader attire
• clipboard

• Giant Timeline

Large Group LEADER

SESSION TITLE: God Called Isaiah
BIBLE PASSAGE: Isaiah 6
MAIN POINT: Isaiah saw the holy God in His glory.
KEY PASSAGE: Hebrews 1:1-2
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How many gods are there? There is one true God 

who alone deserves worship.
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kept sending messengers to warn them about their 
problem. We learned about Elijah and Elisha, and 
this week we will learn about Isaiah, another prophet 
of God who had a message for the people in the 
Southern Kingdom of Judah. 

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • We’ve been looking for evidence in God’s Word 
to help us remember our big picture question and 
answer: How many gods are there? There is one 
true God who alone deserves worship.

As you listen to our Bible story today, see if you 
can find any evidence that supports this idea. We’ll 
talk more about it in a few minutes.

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Isaiah 6. Tell the Bible story in your 
own words, or show the Bible story video “God Called 
Isaiah.” For a shorter version of the story, read only the 
bolded text.
LEADER • Oh my goodness! What an incredible story. Can 

you imagine seeing God in His temple, surrounded 
by heavenly seraphim? Isaiah saw the holy God 
in His glory and realized his own sin. God forgave 
Isaiah’s sin. Like Isaiah, when we see how holy God 
is, we see how sinful we are. God sent His Son, Jesus, 
to take away our sin. We can find salvation only in 
Him.

It would have been totally righteous and fair for 
God to destroy Isaiah because of his sin, but instead, 
God chose to cleanse Isaiah of his sin and use him to 
be a prophet!

• Bibles
• “God Called Isaiah” 

video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
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God used Isaiah to warn the people that God 
would discipline them for their disobedience. God 
also gave Isaiah a message that explained how God 
was going to send a Rescuer one day!

We all have sinned and are separated from God. 
The Bible says the punishment for sin is death. 
Thankfully, God sent Jesus to take that punishment 
for us. When we trust in Jesus, He forgives our sin. 
God makes us new creations, and we don’t ever 
have to be afraid to be in God’s presence. We can 
be confident that God looks at us as His sons and 
daughters. Jesus brings us to God so we will never be 
separated from Him again.

God even uses us to bring glory to Himself, just 
like He did with Isaiah. We can go out and tell 
people about salvation through Jesus, just like Isaiah 
told people about the coming Messiah.

Ask the following review questions:
1. When did Isaiah see the Lord? (the year king Uzziah 

died, Isa. 6:1)
2. Why was Isaiah so upset and afraid? (He knew he was 

a sinner, Isa. 6:5)
3. What did the seraph do to show God had cleansed 

Isaiah? (touched a coal to his lips, Isa. 6:6-7)
4. What did God call Isaiah to do? (take God’s message to 

the people of Judah, Isa. 6:7-9)
5. How long would Isaiah preach to the people? (until 

there are no more people to hear, Isa. 6:11-12)
6. How many God’s are there? There is one true God 

who alone deserves worship.
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me (optional)

Use Scripture and the guide provided with this session to 
explain to boys and girls how to become a Christian. Assign 
individuals to meet with kids who have more questions. 

Encourage boys and girls to ask their parents, small 
group leaders, or other Christian adults any questions they 
may have about becoming a Christian.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together Hebrews 1:1-2. Cover the poster and challenge 
them to say the key passage from memory. Then sing the 
key passage song.
LEADER • Long ago, God spoke through the prophets. But 

now He has spoken to us through His Son, Jesus. 
The Bible calls Jesus the Word. Jesus is God’s message 
of salvation and forgiveness to us. Through His Son, 
God showed His great love for us. 

We can store up truth about Jesus in our hearts 
and minds when we memorize Bible verses. That 
way, we have God’s Word with us everywhere we go!

Discussion starter video (4 minutes) 

LEADER • Have you ever felt like you weren’t ready to 
go somewhere? Have you ever been too messy to 
do something? Think about that as you watch this 
video.

Show the “Unit 13, Session 4” discussion starter video. Ask 
why Jacob wasn’t ready for the party. Talk to them about 
what Jacob could have or should have done to prepare. Ask 
them if they feel prepared to be in God’s presence. 
LEADER • Isaiah was afraid to be in God’s presence because 

Tip: Provide I’m a 
Christian Now for new 
Christians to take home 
and complete with 
their families.

• Key Passage Poster
• “Speaking to Us” song

• “Unit 13, Session 4” 
discussion starter 
video
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of his sin. We are sometimes tempted to believe that 
our sin is too messy for God to forgive, but that is 
not true. When we trust in Jesus, no matter how 
messy our sin feels, God makes us clean and brings 
us into His family.

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • Because there is one true God who alone 
deserves worship, let’s worship Him by singing 
praises to Him.

Sing together “God’s Son.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to small groups.
LEADER • Lord, we praise You for being the one true God. 

Only You are worthy of our praises. Thank You for 
sending Jesus to cleanse us from our sin. Help us to 
live for You and love You most. Amen.

Dismiss to small groups

• “God’s Son” song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus.
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Small Group LEADER

SESSION TITLE: God Called Isaiah
BIBLE PASSAGE: Isaiah 6
MAIN POINT: Isaiah saw the holy God in His glory.
KEY PASSAGE: Hebrews 1:1-2
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How many gods are there? There is one true God 

who alone deserves worship.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Before class, use chalk or a gel pen to write one word of the 
key passage on separate sheets of black paper. Crumple the 
paper to look like lumps of coal. Scatter them around the 
room. Instruct kids to collect them, open them, and put the 
words in the correct order.
SAY • Isaiah saw the holy God in His glory. The seraph 

touched a hot coal to Isaiah’s lips to represent his sins 
being forgiven. Then God gave Isaiah a message for 
His people. Jesus died so that we could be forgiven 
of our sins, and He gave us a message for the whole 
world! Jesus is the Word of God, who perfectly shows 
us who God is.

Bible story review & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Form three groups. Assign one role to each group; 
Seraphim, Isaiah, and the Lord. Read through the story, 
stopping when you get to each spoken part. Coach each 
group of kids to read their lines (or a shortened version of 
their lines) together. 

Suggested shortened lines: 
• Seraphim: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord!” 

• Key Passage Poster
• black paper
• chalk or gel pen

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Main Point Poster
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• Isaiah: “Woe is me! I am unclean!” 
• Seraphim: “Your sin is forgiven.” 
• God: “Whom will I send?” 
• Isaiah: “Here I am, send me!” 
• God: “Go!”

SAY • Isaiah saw the holy God in His glory. At first, 
Isaiah was terrified! God’s presence was so perfect, 
bright, and beautiful that it made Isaiah especially 
aware of his sin. But God chose to use Isaiah despite 
his sin! God showed He forgave Isaiah when the 
seraph touched the hot coal to Isaiah’s lips. 

We cannot enter God’s presence as sinners. And, 
since we all have sinned, we are all separated from 
God. That’s why we need Jesus. Jesus never sinned. 
He died on the cross to take our sin away. On the 
third day, Jesus rose from the dead, making the way 
for us to be with God. When we trust Jesus, our 
sins are forgiven. That means we can be in God’s 
presence, and we get to spend eternity with Him. 
God can use us to do all kinds of wonderful things 
too, just as He used Isaiah.

Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Make a “hot” coal
Give each child a rock. Invite the children to paint the rock 
black and use orange or red paint to add small details so 
that the “coal” looks like it is glowing. Set the painted rocks 
aside to dry before sending them home with the kids.
SAY • When Isaiah saw the holy God in His glory, he 

saw how sinful he really was. Isaiah was afraid that 
God would destroy him because of his sin. Instead, 
a seraph touched hot coals to his lips, and God 

Option: Retell or review 
the Bible story using 
the bolded text of the 
Bible story script.

• rocks, 1 per kid
• black paint
• orange or red paint
• paint brushes

Tip: Use old T-shirts or 
smocks to reduce mess, 
and provide towels for 
cleanup. 
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cleansed him of his sin. In the same way, the more 
we understand God, the more we see that our own 
sin separates us from Him. Jesus died on the cross so 
that we don’t have to live apart from God! Through 
Jesus, we can be forgiven and made clean, just like 
Isaiah. Keep this painted rock as a reminder of 
Isaiah’s vision of God and that God forgives sin.

OPTION 2: Clothing drive
Before class, research opportunities in your area to run 
a clothing drive. Explain to your kids the importance of 
adequate clothing, especially as the weather turns colder. 
Ask kids to help you organize a clothing drive to donate 
clothing to people who are in need. 

Work over the next few weeks to collect clothing and 
talk with their parents to make sure your group is able to 
follow up on plans developed during this class.
SAY • Many people don’t have the right clothes to stay 

warm in the winter months. When God asked who 
would go and be His messenger, Isaiah volunteered 
quickly and enthusiastically. He knew that his sins 
had been forgiven; he was eager to serve God. 

We should be eager to serve God too! One great 
way to serve God is to serve people. The Bible 
says that how we treat even the poorest of people 
is how we treat Jesus. Let’s volunteer our time to 
serve others, like Isaiah volunteered to be God’s 
messenger!

Tip: Talk with your 
church leaders to 
organize time to deliver 
the clothing collected. 
Consider sending an 
email or flier to parents.
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Journal and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute each child’s journal and ask her to write about 
or draw a place she thinks God might send her someday. 
Encourage kids to think big, and pray with them that God 
would use them in mighty ways.
SAY • God did not forgive Isaiah’s sin so that Isaiah could 

stay at home and feel good about himself. God 
forgave Isaiah to be a prophet, a messenger from 
Him. In the same way, Jesus provides forgiveness of 
sin so that we can take the gospel all over the world. 
Let’s think about all the places God might send us 
and ask Him to provide ways for us to go obediently 
with the message of the gospel right now.

Make sure each child secures this week’s sheet in the journal, 
and then collect them. Keep the journals in the classroom 
so they will be available every week or as often as you wish 
to use them. 

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page. Pray, worshiping 
God for His power and glory. Ask God to prepare your class 
to be missionaries even in their own cities. Pray about the 
places they might go to spread the gospel. Ask God to open 
doors for them to be His messengers.

• pencils
• Journal Page
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents this 
week’s Big Picture Cards 
for Families to allow 
families to interact with 
the biblical content at 
home.
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