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Unit 12
Session 2

Leader BIBLE STUDY

The story of Job helps believers see God alone is all-
powerful, sovereign, and good. Job’s story is one all people 
can relate to, as everyone will suffer in his or her lifetime. 
God’s dialogue with Job reveals His characteristics clearly.

Have you ever in your life commanded the morning or 
assigned the dawn its place? (Job 38:12) God is all-powerful! 
Does the eagle soar at your command and make its nest 
on high? (Job 39:27) God is sovereign. Who provides the 
raven’s food when its young cry out to God and wander 
about for lack of food? (Job 38:41) God is good.

Throughout all of Job’s suffering, Job never turned away 

Use Week of:

Job

BIBLE PASSAGE: Job 1–42
MAIN POINT: Job learned that God is all-powerful, sovereign, and good.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 100:5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why can we trust God? Everything God does is 

for His glory and our good.
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Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

from God. Listen to Job’s response to God’s questions: “I 
am so insignificant. How can I answer You?” (Job 40:4). 
Job didn’t understand his suffering, but he understood who 
God is.

While the Book of Job speaks volumes to the problem 
of human suffering, it is also an important picture of 
how a suffering person should relate to God. Though 
Job sometimes doubted God, he never turned away. Job’s 
suffering actually brought him closer to God.

Pray that you will help the kids you teach understand the 
story of Job and its implications. Point them to the true 
suffering servant, Jesus, who was truly innocent yet suffered 
greatly so that we could be brought closer to God in both 
our suffering and our joy.

Job reminds us that following Jesus will be worth it. God is 
good, present, and in control. We can trust Him when we 
don’t understand the pain we have to endure. At the cross, 
God used the ultimate pain to bring about the ultimate 
good: our future and final salvation from sin.
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Job
Job 1–42

Job (JOHB) was a wealthy man who loved God and 
wanted to follow God’s plan.

One day, Satan came before God. God asked Satan if 
he had noticed Job. “No one else on earth is like him,” God 
said. Job was an honest man. He feared God and turned 
away from evil.

“Job only follows You because You protect him and 
bless him,” Satan said. “If You take away everything Job 
has, he will not follow You anymore.”

So God gave Satan permission to take away 
everything Job had, but Satan was not allowed to hurt 
Job. Satan sent men to steal Job’s animals. He caused 
Job’s children to die. In one day, Job lost all of his wealth 
and his children. But Job continued to follow God.

Satan came to God again. He said, “If Job gets sick, 
he will not praise You anymore.” So God gave Satan 
permission to make Job sick, but God did not let Satan 
kill Job. Job became ill with sores all over his skin. 

“Do you still have faith in God?” Job’s wife asked. 
“Curse God and die!”

But Job said, “That’s foolish. How can we accept good 
things from God and not trouble?”

Three of Job’s friends came to visit Job. Their names 
were Eliphaz (EL ih faz), Bildad, and Zophar (ZOH fahr). 
Job’s friends did not comfort Job. They said, “Job, you 
must obey God. If you do what is right and stop sinning, 
God will give you back everything you lost.”

“I haven’t done anything wrong,” Job said. Job wished 
he had someone to talk to God for him. He wanted answers 

The BIBLE STORY
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because he did not understand why he was suffering.
Finally, a man named Elihu (ih LIGH hyoo) came 

to speak to Job. “God is greater than man,” Elihu 
explained. “He is not silent. God always does what is 
right.”

Then God spoke to Job through a whirlwind. God 
asked Job, “Were you there when I made the earth? Are you 
the one who told the sea where to stop? Did you decide 
when the sun would rise or when snow would fall? Did you 
put the stars in the sky? Can you tell the eagles when to fly 
in the sky?”

God helped Job understand that God is all-powerful, 
sovereign, and good. Job could not completely 
understand God’s plans, but he could trust God. God is 
in control. Job was sorry for doubting God.

God gave back to Job everything he had lost—and 
much more! Job had 10 more children, and he lived 140 
more years. Job got to see his grandchildren and great-
grandchildren grow up before he died.

Christ Connection: Job suffered and wanted a mediator—
someone to bring him to God. This reminds us of Jesus, 
who suffered even though He had never sinned. Jesus is our 
Mediator. He suffered to pay the price for our sins and put an 
end to suffering on earth. Jesus brings us to God when we trust 
in Him.

WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S WORD? 
GET 

ADVENTURE! 

Invite kids to check 
out this week’s 
devotionals to 

discover that Job was 
a man who loved 

God despite hardship. 
The Bible says the 
man who fears the 
Lord is blessed, and 

he delights in His 
Word. (Ps. 1:2) Order 

in bulk, subscribe 
quarterly, or purchase 

individually. For 
more information, 

check out 
www.lifeway.com/

devotionals.
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Small Group OPENING

SESSION TITLE: Job
BIBLE PASSAGE: Job 1–42
MAIN POINT: Job learned that God is all-powerful, sovereign, and good.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 100:5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why can we trust God? Everything God does is 

for His glory and our good.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. As kids arrive, prompt them to share 
about a time when something happened to them that just 
didn’t seem fair. 
SAY • Before sin entered the world, everything was perfect. 

Because of sin, sometimes difficult things happen 
to us that we don’t understand. Sometimes life just 
doesn’t feel fair. In today’s Bible story, a man named 
Job learned something very important about God’s 
power when life doesn’t seem fair.

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete “The Heavens Declare” activity 
page. Help them use the code to spell out the main point.
SAY • God spoke to Job about His creation of all things on 

earth and in the sky! In today’s story, we will learn 
just like Job learned that God is all-powerful, 
sovereign, and good. 

• “The Heavens Declare” 
activity page, 1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: What’s wrong?
This game is like “20 Questions.” You will pretend to have 
a specific sickness or problem, such as the flu, strep throat, 
a broken bone, a big test, a lost pet, and so forth. The 
children must ask you yes or no questions to try to figure 
out what is wrong with you. Every time they ask a question 
that requires a yes answer, follow your yes with “but I still 
trust God.”
SAY • Wow, you were great at figuring out what was wrong 

with me. Even though I had problems, what did I 
keep telling you? (I still trusted God.) In today’s lesson 
we are going to learn about a man named Job who 
had some pretty hard things happen to him. Let’s see 
what Job learned about God through his suffering.

OPTION 2: Bandage tag
Pick one child to be It. It will attempt to tag others and 
get them “sick.” When tagged, kids must freeze in place. 
Give the other kids three bandages each. When someone is 
tagged, the only way she can be cured is for another child to 
put a bandage on her hand and say “God is all-powerful.” 
Play until the time is up or you run out of bandages.
SAY • How did you feel when you were tagged and needed 

help? Who helped you by sharing a bandage with 
you? In today’s story we will learn that Job got very 
sick and had sores all over his skin. What do you 
think happened after that? We’ll find out soon.

Transition to large group

LOW PREP

• adhesive bandages

191Wisdom Literature

© 2016 LifeWay



Countdown
Show the countdown video as your kids arrive, and set it to 
end as large group time begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Large Group Leader enters with a large dictionary under his/
her arm.]
LEADER • Hi there, kids. I am back and just checked out 

this book from the library today. Does anyone know 
what this book is? [Hold up the book and allow the 
children to guess.] That’s right, this is a dictionary. It 
helps us understand what words mean, how to spell 
them, and how to say them. 

Well, I need this dictionary today because there 
is a word I have heard many times and I need to 
understand its meaning. Have you ever heard of 
the word suffering? Let’s open the dictionary and 
see what it means. We have to listen closely because 
today we are going to learn that Job had a lot of 
suffering in his life, but he still trusted God. [Read 
the definition of suffering or pretend to read it.] OK, 
here it is, the word suffering. The dictionary says 
that it means “to experience something difficult or 

• countdown video

• leader attire
• large dictionary

Large Group LEADER

SESSION TITLE: Job 
BIBLE PASSAGE: Job 1–42
MAIN POINT: Job learned that God is all-powerful, sovereign, and good.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 100:5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why can we trust God? Everything God does is 

for His glory and our good.
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unpleasant.” It also means “to have an illness and 
to decline in quality.” That definition helps me 
understand just how hard things were for Job. 

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Point out Job on the giant timeline. 
LEADER • Not every stop on the giant timeline is a happy 

one; however, even in the hard times we can trust 
God. Today we are going to stop and talk about the 
true story of Job. Even though Job went through 
some really hard times, Job learned that God is all-
powerful, sovereign, and good. How has God been 
good in a hard time in your life?

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • Is it easier for you to trust God when life is easy 
or tough? Job understood that whatever happened 
in his life, he could trust God. Let’s review our 
big picture question. Why can we trust God? 
Everything God does is for His glory and our good.

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to the Book of Job. Tell the Bible story in 
your own words, or show the Bible story video “Job.” For a 
shorter version of the Bible story, read only the bolded text.
LEADER • A lot of terrible things happened to Job. He 

lost his livestock, his wealth, his children, and even 
his own health! But in all of those things, Job still 
trusted in God. 

What about Job’s friends? Why do you think they 
were so quick to tell Job that he must have done 
something wrong to suffer so many things? [Invite 

• Giant Timeline

• Bibles
• “Job” video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Main Point Poster
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kids to respond.] When things seem unfair or they 
don’t go the way you planned, do you feel like Job?

Job thought that God did not understand him. 
Job figured that if he could talk with God, he could 
clear things up to fix all the hard situations in his 
life. Job suffered and wanted a mediator—someone 
to bring him to God. This reminds us of Jesus. 

Jesus is our Mediator. Jesus suffered to take 
the punishment that we deserve for our sins even 
though He had never sinned. Jesus brings us to 
God when we trust in Him. In addition, Jesus gives 
us His righteousness and the Holy Spirit, who will 
always be with us no matter what we face. That 
doesn’t mean that our lives as Christians will be easy, 
but we know that if Jesus is for us, no one can be 
against us. [See Romans 8:31.]

Job learned that God is all-powerful, sovereign, 
and good, and by studying Job’s story we can see 
our big picture question and answer. Why can we 
trust God? Everything God does is for His glory 
and our good. Even when we don’t understand, we 
can trust God’s goodness!

Ask the following review questions:
1. What kind of man was Job? (an honest man, who 

feared God and turned away from evil; Job 1:1)
2. What was the first thing that Job lost? (his animals, 

Job 1:13-14)
3. After Job got sick, who encouraged him to turn his 

back on God? (his wife, Job 2:9) 
4. Who came to visit Job? (his three friends, Job 2:11)
5. How did God speak to Job? (in a whirlwind, Job 38)
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me (optional)

Use Scripture and the guide provided with this session to 
explain to boys and girls how to become a Christian. Assign 
individuals to meet with kids who have more questions. 

Encourage boys and girls to ask their parents, small 
group leaders, or other Christian adults any questions they 
may have about becoming a Christian.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together Psalm 100:5.
LEADER • Even though life sometimes doesn’t seem fair, 

Psalm 100:5 tells us that God is good, His love is 
forever, and He is faithful through all generations. 
Knowing this truth from God’s Word can comfort us 
when we are suffering.

Invite kids to say the key passage with you in a joyful voice, 
the way Job might have felt at the beginning of the story. 
Then invite the kids to say it again in a sad voice, the way 
Job might have felt during his suffering. The third time, 
invite kids to say it with confidence. You may also sing the 
key passage song.

Discussion starter video (4 minutes) 

LEADER • Do you ever feel like you can only see a small 
part of what’s going on around you? Think about 
that as you check out this video.

Show the “Unit 12, Session 2” discussion starter video. 
Ask the kids why it would be hard to walk with binoculars. 
Discuss how their perspective can change how they feel 
about a situation. Ask them about any situations in their life 
where God might see things differently than they do.

Tip: Provide I’m a 
Christian Now for 
new Christians to 
take home and 
complete with their 
families.

• Key Passage Slide or 
Poster

• “Yahweh Is Good” song

• “Unit 12, Session 2” 
discussion starter 
video
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LEADER • Sometimes life won’t make sense to us. We can 
only ever see and understand a small part of what 
God is working on. But in today’s story, Job learned 
that God is all-powerful, sovereign, and good. We 
have a choice to focus on our suffering or to focus 
on Jesus. Because of Jesus’ suffering on the cross, 
we have hope for the future. Anything we face in 
life is temporary, but if we trust in Jesus, we have 
everlasting life with God!

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • Even after suffering, Job chose to worship God. 
One form of worship is to sing from your heart to 
God. Let’s focus on God as we sing this song.

Sing together “Firm Foundation.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to small groups.
LEADER • Father, life can be hard, but we know You are all-

powerful, sovereign, and good. Help us trust You in 
the good times and the bad times. Give us hearts that 
want to know and love You so that we lean on You 
to help us through difficulties. Thank You for Jesus, 
who never sinned but still suffered and died to pay 
the price for our sin. Thank You that He rose again. 
We love You. Amen.

Dismiss to small groups

• “Firm Foundation” song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus.
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Small Group LEADER

SESSION TITLE: Job
BIBLE PASSAGE: Job 1–42
MAIN POINT: Job learned that God is all-powerful, sovereign, and good.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 100:5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why can we trust God? Everything God does is 

for His glory and our good.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Before class, write each word of the key passage on an 
adhesive bandage. If you have a larger group, make several 
sets. Mix up the bandages and place them in a large bowl. 
Ask kids to arrange the bandages to form the key passage. 
SAY • Our key passage tells us that the Lord is good and 

faithful, and that He loves us. That may be easy to 
believe when we are happy, but this verse is also true 
when we are going through really hard times. Job 
did not understand what was happening. His friends 
were convinced that God was punishing him. Job 
tried to justify himself before God, but when God 
spoke to him, Job learned that God is all-powerful, 
sovereign, and good. 

Bible story review & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Invite kids to open their Bibles to the Book of Job, hold 
their place, and then close them. Explain that you are going 
to ask review questions, but kids may only use their Bibles 
to find the answers. Younger kids may work together in 
smaller groups with an adult helper.

Questions:
1. How many chapters are in the Book of Job? (42)

• Key Passage Poster
• adhesive bandages
• markers
• large bowl

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Main Point Poster
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2. Who said that Job would stop following God if God 
did not bless him anymore? (Satan, Job 1:11)

3. What were the names of Job’s three friends? (Eliphaz, 
Bildad, and Zophar; Job 2:11)

4. Who is the fourth person who spoke to Job and his 
friends? (Elihu, Job 32:2)

5. What are some of the questions the Lord asked Job? 
(Answers will vary, Job 38–41)

SAY • Job did not understand why such difficult things were 
happening to Him. He wanted a mediator, someone 
to help him communicate with God.

[Invite a kid to look up and read 1 Tim. 2:5.] The 
Bible tells us that Jesus is our Mediator who goes 
before God on our behalf and connects us with 
Him.

Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: What’s fair?
Pair up the kids and guide a kid in each pair to lay on his 
belly, putting his ankles in the hands of his partner. Guide 
kids to run wheelbarrow races against each other. Pairs that 
get to the other side of the room will get a prize. Cheer on 
everyone until they successfully complete the task. Give 
some children a high-five for a prize and give the other 
children a piece of candy.
SAY • So what do you think of your prizes you received 

today? Were the prizes fair for everyone? Why not?
Job was an honest man who feared God and 

turned away from evil. Do you think what happened 
to Job was fair? The truth is, because of sin what 
would be fair for us is to die! Uh-oh! 

Thankfully, God sent Jesus to die in our place so 

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.

• individually wrapped 
candies or other small 
prize

LOW PREP
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we could live with Him forever! We all have sin in 
our lives; we are born with it. There is nothing we 
could do to get rid of it. So God made a rescue plan 
to send Jesus.

Jesus, unlike Job, was perfectly righteous. When 
Jesus died on the cross, He did not deserve what 
happened to Him. But on the third day, God raised 
Jesus from the dead! This proved that Jesus had 
defeated sin and death! When we trust in Jesus, we 
are reunited with God, and He sees us as righteous 
because of Jesus’ righteousness. [Give all the children 
a piece of candy reward.]

OPTION 2: Whirlwind in a bottle
Give each kid two plastic bottles. Help the kids fill one 
plastic bottle about three-quarters full of water. Then allow 
them to add a few drops of dishwashing liquid. Each child 
can also put a few pinches of glitter into her bottle. She may 
also add food coloring. 

Help the children put the empty bottle on top of the 
filled one, aligning the openings. Use duct tape to secure 
them together. Turn the contraption over and swirl it as 
quickly as possible to make a whirlwind between the two 
bottles.
SAY • In today’s Bible story, we learned that God spoke 

to Job in a whirlwind. What do you think that 
might have been like for Job? God asked Job many 
questions and helped Job understand who God is. 
Even though Job didn’t understand all of God’s plan, 
Job learned that God is all-powerful, sovereign, 
and good.

• empty clear plastic 
bottles,  2 per kid

• water
• funnel
• dishwashing liquid
• food coloring (optional)
• glitter (optional)
• duct tape
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Journal and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute each child’s journal and instruct the kids to write 
about or draw pictures of a time they suffered through 
something they didn’t understand or didn’t think was fair. 
Be sensitive to what kids have faced. If kids would like to 
share their circumstance, encourage kids to pray over the 
situation. Invite kids to read Hebrews 2:17-18 in their 
Bibles and talk about the verses.
SAY • Jesus is God the Son, but He was tempted and 

suffered on earth like we suffer—only He never 
sinned. How does it comfort you in difficult times to 
know that Jesus suffered so that you may be forgiven 
of your sins and have life with Him forever when You 
trust in Him? [Invite kids to respond.]

Make sure each child secures this week’s sheet in the journal, 
and then collect them. Keep the journals in the classroom 
so they will be available every week or as often as you wish 
to use them. 

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the coloring page provided with this session. 
Pray, thanking God that we can trust Him even when life 
doesn’t seem fair. Pray for the children to understand that 
even though life changes, God does not. He can always be 
trusted.

• pencils
• Journal Page
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid
• crayons or markers

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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Wisdom Literature
Key Passage: Psalm 100:5

Big Picture Question: Why can we trust God? 
Everything God does is for His glory and our 
good.

Session 1:  Solomon Thought About Life 
Ecclesiastes 1:1-11 
Life has purpose only with God. 

Session 2:  Job 
Job 1–42 
Job learned that God is all-powerful, 
sovereign, and good.

Session 3:  Praises of God’s People 
Psalms 1; 100; 110 
People wrote songs to praise God 
because of who He is.



Key Passage (HCSB®)  •  Kids  •  Unit 12  •  © 2016 LifeWay  OK to Print

Yahweh is good, and 
His love is eternal; His 
faithfulness endures 

through all generations.
Psalm 100:5
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The LORD is good; his 
mercy is everlasting; 

and his truth endureth 
to all generations.

Psalm 100:5
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The LORD is good; 
his steadfast love 

endures forever, and 
his faithfulness to all 

generations.
Psalm 100:5
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The LORD is good 
and his love endures 

forever; his faithfulness 
continues through all 

generations.
Psalm 100:5
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Job learned 
that God is 

all-powerful, 
sovereign, and 

good.
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DOWNLOAD THE

TGP FAMILY APP

KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 100:5

BIG PICTURE QUESTION:

• Why can we trust God? 
Everything God does is for His 
glory and our good.

BIBLE STORY: 
JOB

• Job was righteous and wealthy. 
• God allowed Satan to take 

everything from Job. 
• Job didn’t understand what was 

happening, and questioned 
God.

• God reminded Job that He is 
all-powerful, sovereign, and 
good.

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS:

•  Who is always in control, even 
in hard times?

•  How can we know that God is 
good?

•  How do you think Job felt after 
God spoke with him?

FAMILY ACTIVITY:

• Find a way for your family 
to help someone who is less 
fortunate. Volunteer at a soup 
kitchen, or run a clothing drive. 
Talk to your family about how 
God’s goodness flows from Jesus 
through us!

Younger Kids Activity Pages
Unit 12, Session 2

The Heavens Declare
INSTRUCTIONS: Use the key below to match the planets and stars with their letters to figure out today’s main point. 

23



MAIN POINT: JOB LEARNED THAT GOD IS ALL-POWERFUL, 
SOVEREIGN, AND GOOD.

Job
Job 1–42 24



Big Picture Question and Answer  •  Kids  •  Unit 12  •  © 2016 LifeWay  OK to Print

Why can we 
trust God?



Big Picture Question and Answer  •  Kids  •  Unit 12  •  © 2016 LifeWay  OK to Print

Why can we 
trust God?

Everything God 
does is for His 
glory and our 

good.
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