UNIT 11
Session 4

Use Week of:

Solomon’s Sin Divided the Kingdom
1 Kings 11–12
MAIN POINT: God split Israel into two kingdoms.
KEY PASSAGE: Proverbs 2:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Where does wisdom come from? Wisdom comes
from God.
BIBLE PASSAGE:
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Leader BIBLE STUDY
King Solomon loved God. He received wisdom from the
Lord and was dedicated to building His temple. But early
on, we see hints that Solomon’s heart was not completely
devoted to God. He married foreign wives who turned
Solomon’s heart away from God. (1 Kings 11:4)
Solomon gradually abandoned what he had believed. Israel
had a history of turning away from God, and Solomon was
no exception.
God was angry with Solomon. He had warned him
twice not to turn to false gods. God planned to punish
Solomon’s sin by taking the kingdom away from his family.
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God was going to take the kingdom from Solomon’s son
Rehoboam—every tribe except for one. God graciously left
one tribe for Rehoboam, keeping the promise He made to
David. (See 2 Sam. 7:16.)
God raised up enemies against Solomon. He set apart one
of Solomon’s servants, Jeroboam, to become leader over
10 tribes of Israel. Parts of the tribe of Benjamin followed
Jeroboam, and some followed Rehoboam. When Solomon
died, all of Israel gathered to make Rehoboam their new
king. They asked Rehoboam to lighten the burden of
service Solomon had given them, but Rehoboam refused. In
fact, he promised to make their work even harder.
Israel rebelled against Rehoboam and made Jeroboam king.
Only the tribe of Judah stayed with Rehoboam. So the
kingdom was divided into two kingdoms—the Northern
Kingdom was called Israel (ruled by Jeroboam) and the
Southern Kingdom was called Judah (ruled by Rehoboam).
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Every king failed to lead God’s people perfectly. God had a
plan to send them a better king, a perfect king. God would
use the house of David—the single tribe He reserved for
Rehoboam—to bring into the world His Son, Jesus, to
become King over all of God’s people forever and lead them
back to God.

Additional resources for each session are available at
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.
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The BIBLE STORY
Solomon’s Sin Divided the Kingdom
1 Kings 11–12
King Solomon loved God, but he did not love God
with his whole heart. Some of the things he did were not
what God wanted him to do. For example, God told the
people of Israel to not marry people from other nations.
God knew they would lead His people away from Him, the
one true God.
But Solomon had a wife from Egypt, and he had other
wives. Solomon’s wives turned him away from God.
Solomon began to worship the false gods that his wives
worshiped.
This made God angry. God told Solomon not to
worship false gods, but Solomon did not listen. God said to
Solomon, “Since you have done this, I will take away the
kingdom from you. You will be king the rest of your life,
but when your son becomes king, he will only be king
over one tribe.”
Now God planned to make Jeroboam (JER uh BOH
uhm)—one of Solomon’s servants—king over most
of Israel. Jeroboam turned against Solomon and was
his enemy.
When Solomon died, his son Rehoboam (REE
huh BOH uhm) became the king. The people told
Rehoboam, “Your father Solomon made us work too
hard. We will be happy to serve you if you make our
work easier.”
Rehoboam asked his friends what he should do. Then
he told the workers, “My father Solomon did not make
you work hard enough! I’ll make you work even harder!”

118

Preschool Leader Guide
Unit 11 • Session 4

© 2016 LifeWay

This was bad news for the people. They did not want
to serve a king like Rehoboam, so they made Jeroboam
king. Now Rehoboam was king over only one tribe, the
tribe of Judah in the south.
Rehoboam did not like being king of only one tribe.
He planned to attack the Northern Kingdom of Israel, but
God sent a prophet to stop him. The prophet had a message
from God. “Do not fight them; the people of Israel are part
of your family. I am the Lord, and I am in control of what
is happening.” So Rehoboam went home.
Now Jeroboam was the king of Israel. Jeroboam
wanted to make sure the people never went back to their
old king. Instead of letting them go to Jerusalem to worship
God at the temple, Jeroboam made two golden calves for
the people to worship.
“Look!” he said. “These golden calves are the
gods who saved your families out of Egypt. You can
worship them.”
What Jeroboam did was a sin! Those calves did not
save God’s people. God led His people out of Egypt.
Jeroboam tried very hard to make Israel seem like a better
place to live than Judah. Jeroboam led all the people in
worship to the false gods.
Christ Connection: No king led God’s people perfectly.
Solomon sinned, and Israel was divided between two kings.
God’s people needed a perfect king. God would send His own
Son, Jesus, to be King. Jesus is a perfect King who brings God’s
people together.
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WANT TO
DISCOVER
GOD’S WORD?
GET
MORE!

Invite preschoolers to
check out this week’s
devotionals to discover
that God told Solomon
that if he obeyed
God’s commands,
He would be with
him. (1 Kings 11:38)
Solomon’s sin split Israel
into two kingdoms.
Order in bulk, subscribe
quarterly, or purchase
individually. For more
information, check out
www.lifeway.com/
devotionals.
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Small Group OPENING
Solomon’s Sin Divided the Kingdom
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Kings 11–12
MAIN POINT: God split Israel into two kingdoms.
KEY PASSAGE: Proverbs 2:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Where does wisdom come from? Wisdom comes
from God.
SESSION TITLE:

Welcome time
• “Wisdom”song
• offering basket
• Allergy Alert download
• favorite toys related to
the Bible story theme

Play the unit theme song in the background as you greet
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures.
Set an offering basket near the door to collect offering at an
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
• “How Many?”activity
page, 1 per child
• pencils or crayons

Invite preschoolers to count the people and then draw a line
to divide them into two groups.
SAY • There are 12 people in this picture, and you divided
them into two groups. Israel was made up of 12
tribes, but something happened in today’s Bible story
that made Israel separate into two kingdoms. Let’s
discover what happened.

Stare down
EP
LOW PR
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Set up two chairs facing each other. Select a preschooler
to sit in each chair. Explain to both preschoolers that they
must stare at each other and not look away. Tell the other
preschoolers in the group that their task is to try to make
the children in the chairs look away from each other. They
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may do whatever they want to try to get the attention of
the children in the chairs except touch them. The child who
stares the longest without looking away is the winner. Select
two more preschoolers and play again as time allows.
SAY • Not turning away was difficult. In today’s story, King
Solomon’s wives caused him to turn away from God.
Solomon began to worship the false gods that his
wives worshiped. Then something terrible happened.
We will learn what that terrible thing was in today’s
Bible story.

Play “Farmer in the Dell”
Play this classic children’s game. Select a farmer to stand in
the middle. Invite preschoolers to join hands and move in
a circle around the farmer while singing. At the end of the
first verse, the farmer chooses a wife, who joins him inside
the circle. At the end of the next verse, the wife chooses a
child, and so on, until the last verse when everyone is in the
circle except the cheese, who stands alone. Whoever ends up
being the cheese becomes the farmer for the next round.
SAY • This game reminds me of today’s Bible story. Each
tribe of Israel had to choose who they would follow.
Let’s find out which tribe chose which king in today’s
Bible story.

• “Farmer in the Dell”
lyrics printable
(optional)

Transition to Bible study

• countdown video
(optional)

To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them
to Bible study, show the countdown video, flip off the
lights, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy.
Form two groups. Then call one group at a time to Bible
study.
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Tip: Consider
downloading an mp3
of“The Farmer in the
Dell”to play from your
mobile device.
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Large Group LEADER
Solomon’s Sin Divided the Kingdom
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Kings 11–12
MAIN POINT: God split Israel into two kingdoms.
KEY PASSAGE: Proverbs 2:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Where does wisdom come from? Wisdom comes
from God.
SESSION TITLE:

Introduce the Bible story
• tape

Before the session, place a strip of tape down the middle of
the Bible story area. Invite preschoolers to choose one side
of the tape to sit on.
SAY • In the beginning of today’s Bible story, Israel was
one kingdom, but by the end of the story, Israel was
divided into two kingdoms.

Watch or tell the Bible story
• bookmark
• Bible
• “Solomon’s Sin Divided
the Kingdom”video
• Bible Story Picture
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• GiantTimeline or
Big Story Circle
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Place a bookmark at 1 Kings in your Bible. Invite a
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • The Bible is God’s book for us. The Bible is true, and
it has God’s words in it. Today’s Bible story comes
from the Book of 1 Kings.
Show the Bible story video “Solomon’s Sin Divided the
Kingdom” or tell the Bible story in your own words using
the script provided. Use the bolded version for younger
preschoolers.

Talk about the Bible story
SAY

• Solomon disobeyed God, and God split Israel into
two kingdoms. Solomon’s son Rehoboam was the
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king of Judah. Jeroboam was the king of the other
tribes of Israel. Jeroboam led God’s people to worship
gods that were not real or true, like the one true
God.
Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline or big
story circle as you ask the following review questions:
1. Who led Solomon to turn away from God? (his
wives)
2. What did God tell Solomon? (His son would be king
of only one tribe.)
3. Did Solomon’s son Rehoboam tell the people he
would make their work easier or harder? (harder)
4. Whom did the people make king? (Jeroboam)
5. What did Jeroboam make for the people to worship?
(golden calves)

Learn the big picture question
SAY

• Where does wisdom come from? Wisdom comes
from God. Remember that God made Solomon wise,
but Solomon did not always do wise things. Solomon
sinned, and Israel was divided between two kings.

• Big Picture Question
Poster

Practice the key passage
Open your Bible to Proverbs 2:6. Read the key passage
aloud several times. Sing together the key passage song,
“The Lord Gives Wisdom.”
SAY • God is wise. There is no one like Him. Though
Solomon’s sin divided the kingdom, our wise God
had a plan to send His Son as the perfect King who
would bring God’s people together once and for all.

• Key Passage Poster
• “The Lord Gives
Wisdom”song

Transition to small groups
God All-Wise
© 2016 LifeWay
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Small Group ACTIVITIES
Solomon’s Sin Divided the Kingdom
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Kings 11–12
MAIN POINT: God split Israel into two kingdoms.
KEY PASSAGE: Proverbs 2:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Where does wisdom come from? Wisdom comes
from God.
SESSION TITLE:

Match paper pieces
EP
LOW PR

• construction paper
• tape

Tear different colored sheets of construction paper into
two pieces. Hide the construction paper pieces around the
room. Invite preschoolers to find the hidden pieces and
then match up a piece with its torn counterpart. Invite
preschoolers to tape the pieces back together.
SAY • These pieces of paper were torn and separated, but
you put them back together. King Solomon sinned,
and God split Israel into two kingdoms. But God
planned to bring His people back together. One day,
God would send His own Son, Jesus, to be King, not
just King of Israel but King of the entire world. Jesus
is a perfect King who brings God’s people together.

Count with 12s
• counting items in sets
of 12
• muffin tins
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Set out counting items in sets of 12. Provide muffin tins
for preschoolers to sort the items as they desire. Guide
preschoolers to practice math skills by taking items away
and counting what is left.
SAY • Israel was made up of twelve tribes, but because
of Solomon’s sin, they did not stay together. Some
of the people followed Jeroboam while the others
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stayed with Rehoboam. God split Israel into two
kingdoms: one kingdom of Israel and one kingdom
of Judah.

Decide which is easier
Instruct preschoolers to complete tasks using different tools.
Guide them to determine which tool makes the task easier
and which tool makes the task harder.
• Carry a cotton ball across the room. (Tools: plastic
spoon or foam bowl)
• Draw a picture. (Tools: sharpened pencil or
unsharpened pencil)
• Carry books. (Tools: foam plate or backpack)
SAY • God split Israel into two kingdoms. The people
told Rehoboam that Solomon made them work too
hard. They said they would serve Rehoboam if he
made their work easier. Rehoboam would not. The
people made Jeroboam their king. Now Rehoboam
was only king over Judah in the south.

• cotton balls
• plastic spoon
• foam bowl
• paper
• sharpened pencil
• unsharpened pencil
• books
• foam plate
• backpack

Experiment with a compass
Before the session, write the letters N, E, S, W on separate
sheets of paper. Post the N sign on the north side of the
room and so forth. Display the “Map of Israel” and point
out the Northern Kingdom of Israel and the Southern
Kingdom of Judah. Explain how the letter signs represent
the directions: north, south, east, and west. Invite
preschoolers to walk alongside you as you carry a compass
in your hand. Point out the letter the compass points to
when as you walk toward each sign.
SAY • Solomon sinned, and God split Israel into two
kingdoms. God’s people needed a perfect king. God
God All-Wise
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• “Map of Israel”printable
• compass
• paper
• marker
• tape
Tip: If a compass is
not available, consider
using the compass
function on your smart
phone.
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would send His own Son, Jesus, to be King. Jesus is
a perfect King who brings all God’s people together
from all over the world: the north, south, east,
and west.

Pray for the nations
• globe
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Hold the globe for preschoolers to see. Show preschoolers
where their country is on the globe. Then show preschoolers
where Israel is on the globe. Invite preschoolers to come
up one at a time. Guide a preschooler to spin the globe
and then use her finger to stop it. Look at the name of the
country where her finger is pointing. Pray for the people of
that nation. Pray that God would help people there to know
about His Son, Jesus, the perfect forever King. Thank God
for ruling over that nation.
SAY • Solomon sinned, and God split Israel into two
kingdoms. Many nations today are divided. They
fight among themselves and with other nations. One
day, King Jesus is going to come back to earth and
make everything right. Jesus will bring God’s people
together once and for all.
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Snack
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities.
Guide preschoolers to clean their areas. Take a restroom
break and wash hands. Gather preschoolers for snack time.
Thank God for the snack.
Serve small crackers or pretzel sticks for snack. Invite
preschoolers to count out 12 for the tribes of Israel. Remind
preschoolers that God split Israel into two kingdoms.
Solomon’s son Rehoboam was the king of the tribe of
Judah. Solomon’s servant Jeroboam was the king of the
other tribes of Israel.

• countdown video
(optional)
• Allergy Alert download
• snack food
• paper cups and napkins

Transition
When a child finishes her snack, guide her to throw away
any trash. She may select a book or puzzle to examine, play
quietly with play dough or a favorite toy, or color the Bible
story coloring page.
Offer the journal page and invite preschoolers to draw
a picture of a heart. Point out that a heart shape makes us
think about love. Remind preschoolers that King Solomon
loved God, but he did not love God with his whole heart.
Solomon’s wives led him to worship false gods. God split
Israel into two kingdoms because of Solomon’s sin. Pray
for the children.
SAY • God, we are sinners, and we do not love You with
our whole hearts. Change our hearts to love and obey
You. Thank You for sending Jesus to be our perfect
King who rescues us from sin. Amen.
If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture
cards for families.
God All-Wise
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• books
• puzzles
• play dough
• Journal Page printable,
1 per child
• Bible Story Coloring
Page
• crayons
• Big Picture Cards for
Families: Babies,
Toddlers, and Preschool

127

God All-Wise
Key Passage: Proverbs 2:6
Big Picture Question: Where does wisdom come
from? Wisdom comes from God.
Session 1: Solomon Asked for Wisdom
1 Kings 2:1-4,10-12; 3:1-15
Solomon asked God for wisdom.
Session 2: W
 isdom for God’s People
Proverbs 1:1-7; 3:1-12; 4:10-19
Wisdom is loving God and obeying
His Word.
Session 3: S olomon Built the Temple
1 Kings 6–8
God chose Solomon to build a temple.
Session 4: S olomon’s Sin Divided the Kingdom
1 Kings 11–12
God split Israel into two kingdoms.
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The L ord gives
wisdom; from
his mouth come
knowledge and
understanding.
Proverbs 2:6
Key Passage (NIV) • Preschool • Unit 11 • © 2016 LifeWay OK to Print

The L ord giveth
wisdom: out of
his mouth cometh
knowledge and
understanding.
Proverbs 2:6
Key Passage (KJV) • Preschool • Unit 11 • © 2016 LifeWay OK to Print

The L ord gives
wisdom; from
His mouth come
knowledge and
understanding.
Proverbs 2:6
Key Passage (HCSB) • Preschool • Unit 11 • © 2016 LifeWay OK to Print

The L ord gives
wisdom; from
his mouth come
knowledge and
understanding.
Proverbs 2:6
Key Passage (ESV) • Preschool • Unit 11 • © 2016 LifeWay OK to Print

God split
Israel into two
kingdoms.
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DO

How Many?
INSTRUCTIONS:
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Count the people. Draw a line to split the people into two groups. Count how many people are in each group.

KEY PASSAGE: Proverbs

2:6

BIG PICTURE QUESTION:

• Where does wisdom come
from? Wisdom comes from
God.
BIBLE STORY:
SOLOMON’S SIN DIVIDED THE
KINGDOM

• Solomon’s wives led him to
worship false gods.
• God split the kingdom because
of Solomon’s sin.
• Rehoboam, Solomon’s son, led
the kingdom of Judah.
• Jeroboam, Solomon’s servant,
led the kingdom of Israel.
FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS:

• How did each king mess up?
• Tell about a time someone led
you to do something wrong.
• Tell about a time you had to
suffer because someone else
made a wrong choice.
FAMILY ACTIVITY:

• Play a game as a family. Talk
about how even though you are
playing against each other, you
are still one family.
• Invite several families from your
neighborhood to a family game
night.
Preschool Activity Pages
Unit 11, Session 4

19
© 2016 LifeWay

MAIN POINT: GOD SPLIT ISRAEL INTO TWO KINGDOMS.
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Solomon’s Sin Divided the Kingdom
1 Kings 11–12
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Where does
wisdom come
from?

Big Picture Question and Answer • Preschool • Unit 11 • © 2016 LifeWay OK to Print

Where does
wisdom come
from?
Wisdom comes
from God.
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Map of Israel

Instructions: Print and use as directed in the Preschool Leader Guide.

The farmer in the dell
The farmer in the dell
Hi-ho,The derry-o
The farmer in the dell

The cow takes a dog
The cow takes a dog
Hi-ho,The derry-o
The cow takes a dog

The farmer takes a wife
The farmer takes a wife
Hi-ho,The derry-o
The farmer takes a wife

The dog takes a cat
The dog takes a cat
Hi-ho,The derry-o
The dog takes a cat

The wife takes a child
The wife takes a child
Hi-ho,The derry-o
The wife takes a child

The cat takes a rat
The cat takes a rat
Hi-ho,The derry-o
The cat takes a rat

The child takes a nurse
The child takes a nurse
Hi-ho,The derry-o
The child takes a nurse

The rat takes the cheese
The rat takes the cheese
Hi-ho,The derry-o
The rat takes the cheese

The nurse takes a cow
The nurse takes a cow
Hi-ho,The derry-o
The nurse takes a cow

The cheese stands alone
The cheese stands alone
Hi-ho,The derry-o
The cheese stands alone
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“Farmer in the Dell” lyrics

Instructions: Print and use as directed in the Preschool Leader Guide.

