Unit 11 • Session 4

UNIT 11
Session 4

Use Week of:

Solomon’s Sin Divided the Kingdom
1 Kings 11–12
God divided Israel into two kingdoms because Solomon

BIBLE PASSAGE:
MAIN POINT:

sinned.
Proverbs 2:6-7
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Where does wisdom come from? Wisdom comes
from God through His Word.
KEY PASSAGE:
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Leader BIBLE STUDY
King Solomon loved God. He received wisdom from the
Lord and was dedicated to building His temple. But early
on, we see hints that Solomon’s heart was not completely
devoted to God. He married foreign wives who turned
Solomon’s heart away from God. (1 Kings 11:4)
Solomon gradually abandoned what he had believed. Israel
had a history of turning away from God, and Solomon was
no exception.
God was angry with Solomon. He had warned him
twice not to turn to false gods. God planned to punish
Solomon’s sin by taking the kingdom away from his family.
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God was going to take the kingdom from Solomon’s son
Rehoboam—every tribe except for one. God graciously left
one tribe for Rehoboam, keeping the promise He made to
David. (See 2 Sam. 7:16.)
God raised up enemies against Solomon. He set apart one
of Solomon’s servants, Jeroboam, to become leader over
10 tribes of Israel. Parts of the tribe of Benjamin followed
Jeroboam, and some followed Rehoboam. When Solomon
died, all of Israel gathered to make Rehoboam their new
king. They asked Rehoboam to lighten the burden of
service Solomon had given them, but Rehoboam refused. In
fact, he promised to make their work even harder.
Israel rebelled against Rehoboam and made Jeroboam king.
Only the tribe of Judah stayed with Rehoboam. So the
kingdom was divided into two kingdoms—the Northern
Kingdom was called Israel (ruled by Jeroboam) and the
Southern Kingdom was called Judah (ruled by Rehoboam).

4

Every king failed to lead God’s people perfectly. God had a
plan to send them a better king, a perfect king. God would
use the house of David—the single tribe He reserved for
Rehoboam—to bring into the world His Son, Jesus, to
become King over all of God’s people forever and lead them
back to God.

Additional resources for each session are available at
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

God All-Wise
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The BIBLE STORY
Solomon’s Sin Divided the Kingdom
1 Kings 11–12
King Solomon loved God, but he did not love God
with his whole heart. Solomon had hundreds of wives, and
many of them were from other nations. Solomon’s wives
turned him away from God. Solomon began to worship
the false gods that his wives worshiped. Solomon even
built shrines where his wives could worship the false gods.
This made God angry. God said to Solomon, “Since
you have done this, I will take the kingdom away from
you. You will be king the rest of your life, but when your
son becomes king, he will lose everything except for one
tribe.”
Now God planned to make Solomon’s official,
Jeroboam (JER uh BOH uhm), the king of most of Israel.
When Solomon died, his son Rehoboam (REE huh
BOH uhm) became king. The people told Rehoboam,
“Your father, Solomon, made us work too hard. We will
gladly serve you if you make our work easier.”
Rehoboam thought about it and asked his friends for
advice. Then he replied, “My father, Solomon, did not
make you work hard enough! I’ll make you work even
harder!”
This was not the response God’s people were hoping
for. They did not want to serve a king like Rehoboam,
so they made Jeroboam king. Only one tribe remained
under Rehoboam’s rule, and that was the southern tribe
of Judah.
Rehoboam did not like being king of only one tribe.
He planned to attack the northern kingdom of Israel, but
God sent a prophet to stop him. The prophet had a message
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from God: “Do not fight them; the people of Israel are part
of your family. I am the Lord, and I am in control of what
is happening.” So Rehoboam went home.
Now Jeroboam was the king of Israel. When the
people of Israel traveled to Jerusalem to worship God at the
temple, Jeroboam worried that they would start thinking of
Rehoboam as their leader. So Jeroboam made two golden
calves and made an announcement to the northern
tribes.
“It is very inconvenient for you to travel all the way
to Jerusalem to worship at the temple,” he said. “Look!
These golden calves are the gods who brought your
ancestors out of Egypt. You can worship them.”
What Jeroboam did was a sin! Those calves did not
lead God’s people out of Egypt; God led His people
out of Egypt. Jeroboam also built forbidden shrines and
celebrated made-up festivals so Israel would seem like a
better place to live than Judah. Jeroboam led all the people
in worship to the false gods.
Christ Connection: King Solomon failed to lead God’s
people perfectly. God’s people needed a better king, a perfect
king! Through David’s family, God would send His own Son,
Jesus Christ, to be a perfect King over God’s people forever. Jesus
brings His people together and leads them back to God.

God All-Wise

WANT TO
DISCOVER
GOD’S WORD?
GET
BIBLE EXPRESS!

Invite kids to check
out this week’s
devotionals to
discover God told
Solomon that if
he obeyed God’s
commands, He
would be with him.
(1 Kings 11:38)
Solomon’s sin split
Israel into two
kingdoms. Order
in bulk, subscribe
quarterly, or purchase
individually. For
more information,
check out
www.lifeway.com/
devotionals.

155

© 2016 LifeWay

005508641_OlderKidsLeaderGuide_SUM16.indb 155

12/1/15 9:10 AM

s

s
t
paste
if

Small Group OPENING
Solomon’s Sin Divided the Kingdom
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Kings 11–12
MAIN POINT: God divided Israel into two kingdoms because Solomon
sinned.
KEY PASSAGE: Proverbs 2:6-7
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Where does wisdom come from? Wisdom comes
from God through His Word.
SESSION TITLE:

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids
connect to your group. As kids arrive, invite them to share
about a time they had a fight with a friend or sibling. How
did the conflict affect their relationship? Did they repair the
broken relationship? How?

Activity page (5 minutes)
• “Make ItWhole”activity
page, 1 per kid
• pencils or markers

EP
LOW PR

• timer (optional)

Invite kids to complete “Make It Whole” on the activity
page. Guide them to draw the missing half of each object to
make it whole.
SAY • Great work, everyone! You added the other half to
make the object whole. Today’s Bible story is about
how Israel—which was whole—was divided into two
kingdoms. Let’s find out what happened.

Session starter (10 minutes)
OPTION 1: Endurance challenge
Guide kids to spread out around the room. Explain that
when you say “go,” each kid should move into a plank
position. Give them instructions of how to move.
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1. Lay on your stomach on the floor with your hands
flat on the floor at shoulder level and your toes on
the floor.
2. Push up onto your hands to straighten your arms.
3. Lift your whole body except your hands and toes off
of the floor. Hold that position as long as you can.
You may choose to time how long kids can hold the plank
position. When a kid tires, she may drop out.
SAY • Good try, everyone! Doing anything for a long period
of time can be difficult. It requires endurance, or “the
ability to withstand hardship, adversity, or stress.”
In the Bible story we are going to hear today, a
king who loved God did not endure; he turned away
from God and faced some serious consequences.
All but one
Give each kid a paper bag containing 12 pieces of
individually wrapped candies. Instruct kids to find a
partner. Each pair should play a round of “Rock, Paper,
Scissors.” The winner may collect all of his opponent’s
candies except for one.
Kids should find new partners to play again. If a player
loses two rounds in a row, he will keep his piece to continue
playing. Allow kids to play several rounds with a new
partner each time. Who can collect the most candy?
When time runs out, collect all the candies and give one
piece to each kid to keep.
SAY • Today we are going to hear a Bible story about a king
who lost all the tribes he ruled over—except for one!
OPTION 2:

• individually wrapped
candies, 12 per kid
• paper bags, 1 per kid
• Allergy Alert download

Transition to large group

God All-Wise
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Large Group LEADER
Solomon’s Sin Divided the Kingdom
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Kings 11–12
MAIN POINT: God divided Israel into two kingdoms because Solomon
sinned.
KEY PASSAGE: Proverbs 2:6-7
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Where does wisdom come from? Wisdom comes
from God through His Word.
SESSION TITLE:

Countdown
• countdown video

Show the countdown video as your kids arrive, and set it to
end as large group time begins.

Introduce the session (1 minute)
• leader attire
• microphone
• index cards

[Large Group Leader enters enthusiastically, waving at the kids
as if greeting a studio audience. Leader holds a stack of index
cards in one hand and speaks into a microphone.]
LEADER • Hello! Welcome back! Nice to see you! I am so
glad you are here. Wow, what a great group.
I’m your host, [your name], and this is “Wise
Guys!”—the quiz game show where you gotta use
your brain if you want to win the game!

Giant timeline (3 minutes)
• GiantTimeline or Big
Story Circle

• Who is ready to play? Let’s see those hands.
Choose two volunteers who raise their hands. Introduce
them to the audience and guide them to stand next to the
giant timeline.
LEADER • OK, players. Let’s see how well you can
remember our previous Bible stories. I need you to
study our timeline closely. Look over our last three
LEADER
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stories: “Solomon Asked for Wisdom,” “Wisdom for
God’s People,” and “Solomon Built the Temple.”
Give players a few moments to study the pictures and text
on the timeline for this unit. Then instruct them to turn
away from the timeline.
LEADER • OK, very good. I am going to ask three trivia
questions. If you think you know the answer, I want
you to jump up and down!
• Who asked for wisdom? (Solomon)
• Where can we find Solomon’s collection of wise
sayings? (the Book of Proverbs)
• What did Solomon build? (the temple)
LEADER • Excellent! Take a seat. It’s time to hear today’s
Bible story.

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)
Open your Bible to 1 Kings 11–12. Tell the Bible story in
your own words, or show the Bible story video “Solomon’s
Sin Divided the Kingdom.”
LEADER • What happened?! I thought King Solomon was
the right king for Israel! God had made him wise,
and he loved God! Unfortunately, Solomon did not
love God with his whole heart. Over time, he started
to turn away from God. Solomon worshiped false
gods. This was exactly what God had told Solomon
not to do! Solomon was king the rest of his life, and
when he died, his son Rehoboam became king.
Israel was made up of 12 tribes. These were the
families of the sons of Jacob. Many of the people
did not like Rehoboam, so many of the tribes put
Solomon’s official, Jeroboam, in charge. Israel split
into two kingdoms.

God All-Wise

• Bibles
• “Solomon’s Sin Divided
the Kingdom”video
• Big Picture Question
Poster
• Bible Story Picture
Poster
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Can anyone tell me what the two kingdoms were?
(the Northern Kingdom of Israel and the Southern
Kingdom of Judah) Who was the king of Judah?
(Solomon’s son Rehoboam) Who was the king of
Israel? (Solomon’s official, Jeroboam) Was Jeroboam a
good king? (No, he led all the people in worship to the
false gods; 1 Kings 12:28)
King Solomon failed to lead God’s people
perfectly. God’s people needed a better king, a
perfect king! Through David’s family, God would
send His own Son. Who is God’s Son? (Jesus)
Yes. God would send Jesus to be a perfect King
over God’s people forever. Jesus brings His people
together and leads them back to God.

The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me (optional)
Tip: Provide I’m a
Christian Now for
new Christians to
take home and
complete with their
families.

Use Scripture and the guide provided with this session to
explain to boys and girls how to become a Christian. Assign
individuals to meet with kids who have more questions.
Encourage boys and girls to ask their parents, small
group leaders, or other Christian adults any questions they
may have about becoming a Christian.

Big picture question (1 minute)
• Let’s review our big picture question. Where
does wisdom come from? Any ideas? [Allow kids to
respond.] Wisdom comes from God through His
Word. I am going to read the question and answer.
When I pause, shout out the next word.
Read the big picture question and answer, pausing for kids
to shout out the words in brackets. As time allows, read the
question and answer again, pausing at different words.

LEADER
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• Where does [wisdom] come from? Wisdom
comes from [God] through His [Word].

LEADER

Key passage (5 minutes)
Show the slide or poster of the key passage, Proverbs 2:6-7.
Lead the boys and girls to read the verse.
LEADER • The Book of Proverbs contains many wise sayings
collected by Solomon. Where can we find the Book
of Proverbs in the Bible? (in the middle, after Psalms)
And where does wisdom come from? Wisdom
comes from God through His Word. Great job. Let’s
practice saying our key passage together.
Review the hand motions for the phrases of the key passage.
For example:
• Point to head—For the Lord gives wisdom;
• Point to mouth—from His mouth come knowledge
and understanding.
• Stand up tall with hands on hips—He stores up
success for the upright;
• Hold arms vertically in front of body like a shield—He
is a shield for those who live with integrity.
Guide kids to read the key passage several times as they do
the motions. Then sing “The Lord Gives Wisdom.”

• Key Passage Poster
• “The Lord Gives
Wisdom”song

Note: You may
choose to adjust the
motions based on
your preferred Bible
translation.

Discussion starter video (4 minutes)
• Have you ever been part of a group that was
divided? What happens when not everyone agrees?
Watch this video.
Show the “Unit 11, Session 4” discussion starter video. Lead
kids to discuss what makes a good leader. Point out that we
must be careful about what leaders we follow. Not every
leader is a good leader.

LEADER

God All-Wise

• “Unit 11, Session 4”
discussion starter
video
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• God sent Jesus to be a perfect King over God’s
people forever. He always keeps His promises and
does what is best. We can follow Him because we
know that He is good!

LEADER

Sing (4 minutes)
• “God, Give UsWisdom!”
song

• God is so good. That makes me want to sing!
Will you join me?
Sing together “God, Give Us Wisdom!”

LEADER

Pray (2 minutes)
Invite kids to pray before dismissing to small groups.
LEADER • Lord God, we come to You aware of the
consequences of our own sin. We can hear Solomon’s
story and think he was foolish to turn from You, but
we know that we are just like him. We are all sinners
who had turned from You. Thank You for not
leaving us in our sin. Thank You for sending Your
Son, Jesus, to rescue us and give us eternal life. We
love You, God. Amen.

Dismiss to small groups
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word
gospel means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of
God, and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.
God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read Genesis
1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud and
explain what these verses mean.
We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)
God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.
Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.
We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent,
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.
Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus.

God All-Wise
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Small Group LEADER
Solomon’s Sin Divided the Kingdom
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Kings 11–12
MAIN POINT: God divided Israel into two kingdoms because Solomon
sinned.
KEY PASSAGE: Proverbs 2:6-7
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Where does wisdom come from? Wisdom comes
from God through His Word.
SESSION TITLE:

Key passage activity (5 minutes)
• Key Passage Poster
• long pieces of paper
• marker
• pencils
• scissors

Tip: Encourage kids
to draw lines with
a pencil to separate
the words before
they cut them.

s
t
paste
if

Before the session, write the key passage on a long piece
of paper. Do not include spaces between the words; let
the letters run together. Make additional copies for every
additional group of three or four kids.
Show the key passage poster and lead kids to read it
aloud together. If your group made posters for key words
during the first session, ask four volunteers to hold up the
posters as kids say the key passage. Remove the key passage
poster and challenge kids to say Proverbs 2:6-7 using only
the key words as prompts.
Form groups of three or four kids. Provide the prepared
papers. Challenge kids to tear or cut the paper to separate
the letters and gather the words of Proverbs 2:6-7.
Show the key passage poster for kids to check their work.
Then lead them to say the key passage aloud together. If
time remains, mix up the separated words and invite kids to
rearrange them in the correct order.

Bible story review & Bible skills (10 minutes)
• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Main Point Poster

Form two teams of kids. Team members should sit together.
Distribute Bibles. Instruct kids to turn to 1 Kings 11–12.
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Explain that you will ask a question about the Bible story.
If a team thinks it knows the answer, all the players should
stand. Call on the first team whose players are all standing.
Kids may search for the answer in their Bibles.
1. How many wives did King Solomon have? (700,
1 Kings 11:3)
2. What did Solomon’s wives cause him to do? (turn
away from God and worship other gods, 1 Kings 11:4)
3. How many times did God warn Solomon not to
worship false gods? (two times, 1 Kings 11:9-10)
4. What were the consequences of Solomon’s sin?
(God divided Israel into two kingdoms because
Solomon sinned, 1 Kings 11:11)
5. What was the name of Solomon’s son? (Rehoboam,
1 Kings 11:43)
6. Who ruled over the northern kingdom? (Solomon’s
official, Jeroboam; 1 Kings 11:31)
If neither team has the correct answer, provide the Scripture
reference and guide them to look up the answer. Award a
team one point for each correct answer. The team with the
most points wins.

Option: Retell or
review the Bible
story using the
bolded text of the
Bible story script.

Activity choice (10 minutes)
Gradual changes
Give each kid a crayon and a piece of paper. On the far left
side of the paper, kids should draw a happy face. On the
right side, they should draw a sad face.
Encourage kids to draw additional faces in between
to show the transition between smiling and frowning.
Demonstrate by slowly changing your smile to a frown.
SAY • Solomon loved God, but he did not love God with
his whole heart. Over time, Solomon turned away

EP
LOW PR

OPTION 1:

God All-Wise

• crayons
• paper
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Option: Review
the gospel with
boys and girls.
Explain that kids are
welcome to speak
with you or another
teacher if they have
questions.

from God and worshiped false gods. The change did
not happen overnight; it was gradual.
Even though Solomon was not faithful to God,
God was faithful to keep His promise to make
David’s kingdom last forever. Through David’s
family, God would send His own Son, Jesus, to be a
perfect King over God’s people forever.
OPTION 2: Twelve

• index cards, 48 per set
• marker

tribes game
Write the names of the 12 tribes of Israel on separate
index cards. Make 4 cards for each tribe so a set totals 48
cards. (Asher, Zebulun, Issachar, Naphtali, Manasseh, Gad,
Ephraim, Dan, Benjamin, Reuben, Judah, Simeon)
Form groups of two to five players. For a game of two
players, mix up the cards and give each player 7 cards. For
three or more players, give each player 5 cards. Stack the
remaining cards facedown between all the players.
The object of the game is to create pairs of matching
tribe names. Explain the rules.
1. The first player should ask another player for a
specific card. For example, “Do you have the tribe of
Asher?” or “Do you have the tribe of Reuben?”
2. If a player has the card, he must give the card to the
player who asked for it. If he does not have the card,
he should ask the big picture question: Who gives us
wisdom? The first player should respond, God gives
us wisdom through His Word. She will draw a card
from the pile, and play passes to the next kid.
3. When a player has a match, she may lay down her
pair faceup on her turn. Then she should draw cards
from the pile to always keep 5 or 7 cards in hand.
4. Kids may play until they run out of time or cards.
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SAY

The player with the most pairs wins.
• These tribes made up the nation of Israel. But
God divided Israel into two kingdoms because
Solomon sinned. What were the names of the two
kingdoms? (the Southern Kingdom of Judah and the
Northern Kingdom of Israel)
God took the kingdom from Solomon’s son
Rehoboam—every tribe except for one. [See
1 Kings 12:20.] God graciously left one tribe for
Rehoboam—the tribe of Judah—to keep the
promise He made to David, that his kingdom would
last forever.

Journal and prayer (5 minutes)
Distribute pencils and journal pages. Instruct kids to write
about a time they sinned. What were the consequences?
Were any of their relationships affected? Encourage kids
to write a short prayer, asking God to forgive their sin and
restore their relationships affected by sin.
SAY • God had warned Solomon not to turn to false gods,
but Solomon still did. God divided Israel into two
kingdoms because Solomon sinned, and He would
have been right to take away Solomon’s kingdom
completely. But God kept His promise to make
David’s kingdom last forever.
If time remains, allow kids to complete “The Tribes of
Israel” on the activity page. Kids should color the specific
tribes to show how the area was divided into two kingdoms.
Point out that Rehoboam’s “one tribe” was the tribe of
Judah. The tribe of Benjamin which went with Judah was
so small as to be hardly worth counting, and the tribe of
Simeon was also absorbed in Judah.

God All-Wise

• pencils
• Journal Page
• “TheTribes of Israel”
activity page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents
this week’s Big
Picture Cards for
Families to allow
families to interact
with the biblical
content at home.
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Key Passage: Proverbs 2:6-7
Big Picture Question: Where does wisdom come
from? Wisdom comes from God through His
Word.
Session 1: Solomon Asked for Wisdom
1 Kings 2:1-4,10-12; 3:1-15
Solomon asked God for wisdom to
lead God’s people.
Session 2: Wisdom for God’s People
Proverbs 1:1-7; 3:1-12; 4:10-19
Wisdom is fearing the Lord and
obeying His Word.
Session 3: Solomon Built the Temple
1 Kings 6–8
God chose Solomon to build a temple
where He would dwell with His
people.
Session 4: Solomon’s Sin Divided the Kingdom
1 Kings 11–12
God divided Israel into two kingdoms
because Solomon sinned.
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For the L ORD gives
wisdom; from His mouth
come knowledge and
understanding. He stores
up success for the
upright; He is a shield
for those who live with
integrity.
Proverbs 2:6-7

Key Passage (HCSB®) • Kids • Unit 11 • © 2016 LifeWay OK to Print

For the L ORD giveth
wisdom: out of his mouth
cometh knowledge and
understanding. He layeth
up sound wisdom for
the righteous: he is a
buckler to them that
walk uprightly.
Proverbs 2:6-7

Key Passage (KJV) • Kids • Unit 11 • © 2016 LifeWay OK to Print

For the L ORD gives
wisdom; from his mouth
come knowledge and
understanding; he stores
up sound wisdom for the
upright; he is a shield
to those who walk in
integrity.
Proverbs 2:6-7

Key Passage (ESV) • Kids • Unit 11 • © 2016 LifeWay OK to Print

For the L ORD gives
wisdom; from his mouth
come knowledge and
understanding. He holds
success in store for the
upright, he is a shield
to those whose walk is
blameless.
Proverbs 2:6-7

Key Passage (NIV) • Kids • Unit 11 • © 2016 LifeWay OK to Print

God divided Israel
into two kingdoms
because Solomon
sinned.

Main Point • Kids • Unit 11, Session 4 • © 2016 LifeWay OK to Print
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Write about a time you sinned. Were any of
your relationships affected? Write a short prayer,
thanking God for forgiving your sin and ask Him
to restore any relationships affected by that sin.

Solomon’s Sin Divided the Kingdom
1 Kings 11–12

FOLD

MAIN POINT: GOD DIVIDED ISRAEL INTO TWO KINGDOMS
BECAUSE SOLOMON SINNED.

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS

• What happens if we trust God
just half the time?
• What changed about God’s love
for Solomon when he stopped
obeying God?
• David and Solomon both made
big mistakes; can you think of a
King who never sinned?

King Solomon loved God, but he did not love God with his whole heart.
Solomon’s wives turned him away from God. Solomon began to worship the false
gods that his wives worshiped.
This made God angry. God said to Solomon, “Since you have done this, I will
take the kingdom away from you. You will be king the rest of your life, but when
your son becomes king, he will lose everything except for one tribe.”
Now God planned to make Solomon’s official, Jeroboam, the king of most
of Israel. When Solomon died, his son Rehoboam became king. The people told
Rehoboam, “Your father, Solomon, made us work too hard. We will gladly serve
you if you make our work easier.”
Rehoboam replied, “My father, Solomon, did not make you work hard
enough! I’ll make you work even harder!”
God’s people did not want to serve a king like Rehoboam, so they made
Jeroboam king. Only one tribe remained under Rehoboam’s rule, and that was the
southern tribe of Judah.
Now Jeroboam was the king of Israel. Jeroboam made two golden calves and
made an announcement to the northern tribes. “It is very inconvenient for you
to travel all the way to Jerusalem to worship at the temple,” he said. “Look! These
golden calves are the gods who brought your ancestors out of Egypt. You can
worship them.”
What Jeroboam did was a sin! Those calves did not lead God’s people out of
Egypt; God led His people out of Egypt. Jeroboam led all the people in worship to
the false gods.
Christ Connection: King Solomon failed to lead God’s people perfectly. God’s people
needed a better king, a perfect king! Through David’s family, God would send His own
Son, Jesus Christ, to be a perfect King over God’s people forever. Jesus brings His people
together and leads them back to God.
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Make It Whole |

Can you complete the pictures? Draw the missing half of each object.

The Tribes of Israel

After the Israelites took over the promised land, the land was divided
among the 12 tribes—the families of the sons of Jacob.

Rehoboam was the king of the
Southern Kingdom (Judah).

Jeroboam became the king of
the Northern Kingdom (Israel).

Color these tribes yellow:
•Judah
•Benjamin
•Simeon

Color these tribes red:
•West & East
•Zebulun
Manasseh
•Reuben
•Naphtali
•Asher
•Ephraim
•Gad
•Issachar
•Dan
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Where does
wisdom come
from?
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Where does
wisdom come
from?
Wisdom comes from
God through His Word.
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