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Unit 11
Session 3

Leader BIBLE STUDY

When David was king, he wanted to build a temple for 
God, but God did not allow him to. “When your time 
comes and you rest with your fathers, I will raise up after 
you your descendant, who will come from your body, and 
I will establish his kingdom. He will build a house for 
My name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom 
forever” (2 Sam. 7:12-13). God said King David’s son 
would build the temple.

King Solomon began to gather materials to build the 
temple. He ordered cedar and cypress timbers from 
Lebanon. He gathered 30,000 men from all of Israel as 
laborers to excavate stone and prepare the timbers for the 

Use Week of:

Solomon Built the Temple

BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Kings 6–8
MAIN POINT: God chose Solomon to build a temple where He would dwell 

with His people.
KEY PASSAGE: Proverbs 2:6-7
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Where does wisdom come from? Wisdom comes 

from God through His Word.
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Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

temple’s construction.

The temple was impressive. The entire interior was cedar. 
King Solomon had everything covered with gold. In 
all, it took seven years for the temple to be completed. 
Inside the temple were furniture and accessories. (See 
1 Kings 7:48-50.)

The time came to dedicate the temple. All of the Israelites 
gathered in Jerusalem. The priests brought the ark of the 
Lord to the most holy place, and a cloud filled the house of 
the Lord. God’s glory filled the temple.

Solomon prayed and praised God for keeping His covenant 
with David. He recognized that God is not confined to a 
temple. “Even heaven, the highest heaven, cannot contain 
You, much less this temple I have built” (1 Kings 8:27). 
Solomon’s prayer and speech were followed by a great 
offering to God.

The temple was where God met with His people, and it 
gave God’s people a more permanent place to worship Him. 
The priests followed specific instructions to approach God 
on behalf of His people. Jesus changed everything when 
He died for our sins on the cross. By taking our sin upon 
Himself, Jesus made the way for sinners to come to God.
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Solomon Built the Temple
1 Kings 6–8

Solomon became the king of Israel after his father, 
David, died. God made Solomon very wise. Solomon 
began to build a temple for the Lord. The temple was to 
replace the tent where God had met with His people for 
hundreds of years—ever since God led the Israelites out of 
Egypt. Solomon ordered thousands of workers to help 
build the temple. The workers cut cedar logs and stone 
blocks. They laid a foundation and built the outside of the 
temple.

God blessed the temple and made a promise to 
Solomon: “If you obey My commands, I will keep the 
promise I made to David. I will live among the Israelites, 
and I will not abandon My people.”

The construction of the temple took seven more 
years. The craftsmanship was remarkable! The cedar 
paneling inside the temple was carved with ornamental 
gourds and flower blossoms. Solomon overlaid everything 
on the inside of the temple with pure gold. He also hired 
men to make bronze furnishings for the temple, such as 
bronze bowls for holding water.

Now that the temple was complete, it was time for 
Solomon to move the ark of God from its place on 
Mount Zion to the new temple in Jerusalem. Solomon 
gathered the leaders of Israel. As the priests moved the ark, 
its holy utensils, and the tent of meeting, King Solomon 
and everyone who had gathered sacrificed sheep and 
cattle to the Lord.

The priests put the ark of the covenant in the most 
holy place in the temple. When the priests came out of 

The BIBLE STORY
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the temple, a cloud filled the temple. God’s glory was in 
the cloud.

Solomon turned to speak to the Israelites. “Praise 
God!” he said. “God promised David that his son would 
build a temple. God kept His promise!”

Solomon stood and prayed with his hands spread 
out toward heaven. “There is no God like You!” he said. 
Then Solomon thought about the future. He knew Israel 
would sin and make God angry again. Solomon asked for 
forgiveness, and he asked God to hear their prayers.

When Solomon had finished praying, he turned 
toward the Israelites and encouraged them to love and 
obey God. The people offered sacrifices to God. When they 
returned to their homes, they were joyful because God was 
good to them.

Christ Connection: Because God is holy, only the priests 
could approach God—and only if they followed specific 
instructions. Ordinary people had no direct access to the holy 
presence of God. Jesus changed all that. By His death on the 
cross, Jesus took away our sin. We can approach God intimately 
and individually when we trust Jesus as Lord and Savior.

WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S WORD? 
GET 

ADVENTURE! 

Invite kids to check out 
this week’s devotionals 

to see that Solomon 
knew a man-made 

building couldn’t contain 
God. Solomon asked 

God to hear His people’s 
prayers when they 

made sacrifices at the 
temple. (1 Kings 8:45) 
Order in bulk, subscribe 
quarterly, or purchase 
individually. For more 
information, check out 

www.lifeway.com/
devotionals.
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Small Group OPENING

SESSION TITLE: Solomon Built the Temple
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Kings 6–8
MAIN POINT: God chose Solomon to build a temple where He would dwell 

with His people.
KEY PASSAGE: Proverbs 2:6-7
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Where does wisdom come from? Wisdom comes 

from God through His Word.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. As kids arrive, ask them to share 
what they like best about coming to church. How would 
they describe church to a friend?
SAY • Today, we’re going to learn about how Solomon built 

the first temple for God.

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “What Did He Build?” activity 
page. Instruct them to connect the dots in order to see a 
picture of the temple.
SAY • When you connected the dots in the right order, 

you drew a picture of what we think the first temple 
of God looked like. This was an amazing building 
where people could worship God.

Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Audible blueprint
SAY • Who knows what a blueprint is? It is a set of plans 

for how to construct a building. I’m going to give 

• “What Did He Build?” 
activity page, 1 per kid

• pencils or markers

• paper
• pencils

LOW PREP
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you an audible blueprint. Without looking at your 
neighbor’s paper, listen carefully to the instructions 
and do exactly what I say. Then we’ll compare your 
finished drawings.

Read the following instructions. Feel free to add or change 
steps to adapt to the ability of the group.

1. Draw a large rectangle.
2. Draw a triangle on top of the rectangle.
3. Draw a small rectangle inside the first one. Draw it 

in the middle on the bottom.
4. Draw three squares inside the large rectangle.
5. Draw a small rectangle coming out of the top of the 

triangle.
SAY • What do you think our blueprint is for? (a house) 

You all had the same instructions, so why did your 
drawings come out differently? Today we are going to 
hear that God gave His people specific instructions 
to build a very important building.

OPTION 2: Card tower
Form teams of kids. Give each team a set of index cards. Set 
a time limit and allow the teams to build a tower. Announce 
when time is up. Measure the towers to determine the 
tallest. Recognize teams that worked well together, even if 
they did not have the tallest tower.
SAY • You all worked together and built amazing towers. 

Today we are going to learn how Solomon pulled a 
team together to build the most amazing building 
they had ever seen.

Transition to large group

• index cards
• tape measure
• timer (optional)
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as your kids arrive, and set it to 
end as large group time begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Large Group Leader enters, carrying a clipboard with papers. 
Leader looks up as if counting the tiles or measuring the space.]
LEADER • [Notice the kids.] Oh hi, everyone. I’m so 

glad you made it through to our third round of 
auditions! This week we’re trying one of those cool 
home remodeling challenges. I hope you have more 
experience than me. I tried to build a birdhouse for 
a school project and I forgot to make a hole for the 
bird to get inside! Are any of you good at building 
things? [Allow kids to respond.] 

Giant timeline (1 minute)

LEADER • Let’s start by reviewing what we’ve learned so far 
in this unit. [Point to the timeline as you review the 
previous Bible stories.] A few weeks ago, we learned 
that King Solomon asked for wisdom to lead God’s 
people. God gave him wisdom, and He also gave 

• countdown video

• leader attire
• clipboard

Option: Leader 
may also wear a 
construction hard hat 
or tool belt.

• Giant Timeline

Large Group LEADER

SESSION TITLE: Solomon Built the Temple
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Kings 6–8
MAIN POINT: God chose Solomon to build a temple where He would dwell 

with His people.
KEY PASSAGE: Proverbs 2:6-7
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Where does wisdom come from? Wisdom comes 

from God through His Word.
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Solomon riches, peace, and long life. 
Last week we learned that wisdom is fearing the 

Lord and obeying His Word. Solomon wrote many 
wise sayings in the Book of Proverbs. Today’s Bible 
story is called “Solomon Built the Temple.” I’m sure 
Solomon needed plenty of wisdom to complete such 
a big job!

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • That reminds me of our big picture question. Do 
you remember it? [Invite a few volunteers to say it from 
memory.] That’s right! Where does wisdom come 
from? Wisdom comes from God through His Word.

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to 1 Kings 6–8. Tell the Bible story in 
your own words, or show the Bible story video “Solomon 
Built the Temple.”
LEADER • God chose Solomon to build a temple where 

He would dwell with His people. The Bible says 
the temple was amazing and beautiful. It was like 
nothing the people had ever seen before. Every time 
the people saw the temple, they were reminded of 
how amazing and holy God is. 

But it wasn’t just the beauty of the temple that 
reminded the people of God’s holiness. The design 
of the temple reminded them as well. The temple 
was modeled after the tabernacle plans that God had 
given Moses. It had an outer courtyard where God’s 
people could come to worship Him. But it also had 
an inner sanctuary called the holy place. Only the 
priests could go in there. Inside the holy place was 

• Bibles
• “Solomon Built the 

Temple” video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Main Point Poster
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a square room called the most holy place, where the 
ark of the covenant stayed. God’s Presence rested in 
the most holy place. Only the high priest could go 
in there, and only once a year. 

Because God is holy, only the priests could 
approach God—and only if they followed specific 
instructions to purify themselves. Ordinary people 
had no direct access to the holy presence of God.

Back then, people needed to give God sacrifices 
over and over again each year to receive forgiveness 
from sin. Jesus changed that when He died on the 
cross. By taking the punishment for our sins, He 
became the perfect and final sacrifice for sin.

When we trust Jesus as our Lord and Savior, we 
are forgiven of our sin and we have direct access to 
God. We can talk to God anytime, anywhere. 

The Bible also tells us that the Holy Spirit will 
live inside us when we trust Jesus. So, in a sense, 
our bodies become temples of God. God is with 
Christians anywhere they go because the Holy Spirit 
is in Christians everywhere they go!

Challenge kids to answer the following review questions:
1. What did the temple replace? (the tabernacle)
2. What did the priests place inside the most holy 

place? (the ark of the covenant, 1 Kings 8:6)
3. What happened when the priests left the most holy 

place? (The cloud of God’s glory filled the temple, 
1 Kings 8:10-11)

4. What did Solomon ask God to do? (Solomon asked 
God to hear the Israelites when they prayed and made 
sacrifices in the temple, 1 Kings 8:30-32)

5. Where does wisdom come from? Wisdom comes 
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from God through His Word.

The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me (optional)

Use Scripture and the guide provided with this session to 
explain to boys and girls how to become a Christian. Assign 
individuals to meet with kids who have more questions. 

Encourage boys and girls to ask their parents, small 
group leaders, or other Christian adults any questions they 
may have about becoming a Christian.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together Proverbs 2:6-7.
LEADER • Let’s practice saying our key passage, which 

reminds us that wisdom and understanding come 
from God.

Invite kids to say the key passage several times, emphasizing 
a different pair of words each time. The first time, 
emphasize THE LORD. The second time, emphasize 
GIVES WISDOM. Continue until you emphasize the last 
two words of the key passage. Sing the key passage song. 

Discussion starter video (4 minutes) 

LEADER • Do any of you have a friend who lives far away? 
Do you wish you could spend more time together? 
Consider those questions, and then check out this 
video.

Show the “Unit 11, Session 3” discussion starter video. 
Discuss what would happen if Freddy built a house next 
door to Teddy’s. Could they spend more time together? 
Where does God live? What are ways we can spend more 
time with God? 

Tip: Provide I’m a 
Christian Now for new 
Christians to take home 
and complete with 
their families.

• Key Passage Poster
• “The Lord Gives 

Wisdom” song

• “Unit 11, Session 3” 
discussion starter 
video
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LEADER • The temple was like a house for God to dwell 
with His people. Because of Jesus, God is with us 
even without the temple!

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • Another way to honor God is through 
worshiping Him in music. Let’s stand together and 
sing a praise song to God and thank Him for all He 
has done for us.

Sing together “God, Give Us Wisdom!”

Pray (2 minutes)

LEADER • I don’t think our construction will be as grand 
as the temple, but that’s OK! Remember: Where 
does wisdom come from? Wisdom comes from God 
through His Word. Let’s pray and thank God for 
sending Jesus so that we can have God’s presence 
with us all the time.

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to small groups.

Dismiss to small groups

• “God, Give Us Wisdom!” 
song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus.
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Small Group LEADER

SESSION TITLE: Solomon Built the Temple
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Kings 6–8
MAIN POINT: God chose Solomon to build a temple where He would dwell 

with His people.
KEY PASSAGE: Proverbs 2:6-7
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Where does wisdom come from? Wisdom comes 

from God through His Word.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Before class, write out individual words or phrases of the 
key passage on craft sticks. Provide enough for each child 
to have at least one craft stick. You may need to make more 
than one set. Invite kids to place the key passage in the 
correct order and say it together.
SAY • Our key passage reminds us that the Lord gives 

wisdom and understanding. We receive wisdom from 
God when we read His Word and obey Him. When 
we trust in Jesus, the Holy Spirit changes us from the 
inside out so we want to love and obey Him with our 
whole heart.

Bible story review & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to 1 King 6–8. Before class, write review 
questions on index cards and tape them to wooden blocks. 
During class, invite kids to read parts of the Bible passage 
to briefly review the Bible story. Then invite the kids to take 
a block, one at a time, and read the question aloud. If they 
answer correctly, use their block to start or add to a tower. If 
they get it wrong, they must return it to the block pile.

• Key Passage Poster
• craft sticks, 1 per kid

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Main Point Poster
• index cards
• marker
• tape
• wooden blocks
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Questions:
1. How long did it take to complete the temple? (seven 

years, 1 Kings 6:38)
2. Who was allowed into the most holy place? (only the 

high priest, Hebrews 9:7)
3. When did God fill the temple with a cloud? 

(after the priests left the ark in the most holy place, 
1 Kings 8:3-10)

4. Could the temple contain God? (No, God chose 
to dwell there, but He was not contained by it; 
1 Kings 8:13,27)

5. Do we still need a temple to approach God? (No, 
Jesus died and rose again. He is our High Priest and we 
can approach God anytime; Hebrews 4:14-16)

SAY • God chose Solomon to build a temple where He 
would dwell with His people. With Jesus, we can 
have the Holy Spirit inside of us. That means God 
dwells with us everywhere we go!

Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Church tour
Take the kids on a tour of the church building. As you 
plan your route, take into consideration what other groups 
might be doing during your teaching time so that you are 
not disruptive. If available, ask leaders from different areas 
of your church to be ready to answer a few questions for the 
children as you walk through that area. 
SAY • God chose Solomon to build a temple where He 

would dwell with His people. After Jesus died 
on the cross and rose again, our hearts became a 
dwelling place for God to live! 

We sometimes think about the church as a 

Option: Retell or review 
the Bible story using 
the bolded text of the 
Bible story script.

Tip: Post a sign letting 
parents know where 
their kids will be.

LOW PREP
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building, but the truth is that the church is a group 
of people who love and obey Jesus. Some local 
churches meet in houses and some meet in schools 
or movie theaters. Some churches meet in buildings 
that are specifically made for the church to meet in. 

The church can gather anywhere to worship and 
learn about God because God is in the hearts of 
Christians.

OPTION 2: Graham cracker temple
Form teams of three or four kids. Demonstrate how to use 
the icing as glue to stick the crackers to their plate and to 
the other crackers. 

On a dry erase board or other public viewing space, 
create an outline of what the temple would have looked like 
from above without the roof: a large rectangle with a smaller 
rectangle at one end. Inside the smaller rectangle would be a 
smaller square. 

Help the kids break the crackers into the right sizes to 
create all the pieces. If you check with parents and allergies 
are not an issue, allow kids to eat their leftover building 
materials.
SAY • The temple was a place for the people to worship 

God and where the priests provided sacrifices on 
behalf of the people. The people did not have 
direct access to God, and they did not have lasting 
forgiveness for their sins. 

Jesus died to give us direct access to God and 
lasting forgiveness for our sins. We don’t need to 
keep offering sacrifices because Jesus was the final, 
perfect sacrifice for all sins. We don’t need a temple 
anymore because God will live in our hearts when 

• Allergy Alert download
• graham crackers
• icing
• plastic knives
• paper plates
• napkins
• dry erase board
• marker

150 Younger Kids Leader Guide
Unit 11 • Session 3

© 2016 LifeWay



we trust in Jesus. We can spend eternity with God 
because Jesus is our perfect Priest, and He restores us 
to live with God.

Journal and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute each child’s journal and instruct the kids to write 
down or draw pictures of ways their life would change or 
has changed as a result of God living in them.
SAY • Let’s review our big picture question again: Where 

does wisdom come from? Wisdom comes from God 
through His Word. The temple was a place for God’s 
people to worship Him and offer sacrifices for their 
sins. Today, Jesus is the perfect sacrifice for all our 
sins. God will dwell with us when we turn away from 
sin and trust in Jesus. 

Make sure each child secures this week’s sheet in the journal, 
and then collect them. Keep the journals in the classroom 
so they will be available every week or as often as you wish 
to use them. 

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the coloring page provided with this session. Pray, 
thanking God for dwelling with His people through the 
Holy Spirit.

• pencils
• Journal Page
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid
• crayons or markers

Tip: Give parents this 
week’s Big Picture Cards 
for Families to allow 
families to interact with 
the biblical content at 
home.
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Unit 11  •  Kids Journal Page

God All-Wise 
Key Passage: Proverbs 2:6-7

Big Picture Question: Where does wisdom come 
from? Wisdom comes from God through His 
Word.

Session 1:  Solomon Asked for Wisdom 
1 Kings 2:1-4,10-12; 3:1-15 
Solomon asked God for wisdom to 
lead God’s people.

Session 2:  Wisdom for God’s People 
Proverbs 1:1-7; 3:1-12; 4:10-19 
Wisdom is fearing the Lord and 
obeying His Word.

Session 3:  Solomon Built the Temple 
1 Kings 6–8 
God chose Solomon to build a temple 
where He would dwell with His 
people.

Session 4:  Solomon’s Sin Divided the Kingdom 
1 Kings 11–12 
God divided Israel into two kingdoms 
because Solomon sinned.



Key Passage (HCSB®)  •  Kids  •  Unit 11  •  © 2016 LifeWay  OK to Print

For the LORD gives 
wisdom; from His mouth 

come knowledge and 
understanding. He stores 

up success for the 
upright; He is a shield 

for those who live with 
integrity.

Proverbs 2:6-7
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For the LORD giveth 
wisdom: out of his mouth 

cometh knowledge and 
understanding. He layeth 

up sound wisdom for 
the righteous: he is a 
buckler to them that 

walk uprightly.
Proverbs 2:6-7
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For the LORD gives 
wisdom; from his mouth 

come knowledge and 
understanding; he stores 
up sound wisdom for the 

upright; he is a shield 
to those who walk in 

integrity.
Proverbs 2:6-7



Key Passage (NIV)  •  Kids  •  Unit 11  •  © 2016 LifeWay  OK to Print

For the LORD gives 
wisdom; from his mouth 

come knowledge and 
understanding. He holds 
success in store for the 
upright, he is a shield 

to those whose walk is 
blameless.

Proverbs 2:6-7
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God chose 
Solomon to build 
a temple where 
He would dwell 

with His
people.
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DOWNLOAD THE

TGP FAMILY APP

KEY PASSAGE: Proverbs 2:6-7

BIG PICTURE QUESTION:

• Where does wisdom come 
from? Wisdom comes from 
God through His Word.

BIBLE STORY: 
SOLOMON BUILT THE TEMPLE

• Solomon began building God’s 
temple. 

• Thousands of people worked on 
the temple until it was finished. 

• Solomon prayed and dedicated 
the temple to God. 

• God filled the temple with His 
glory and lived with His people.

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS:

•  What’s the difference between 
a temple and our church 
buildings?

•  Where does God live now?
•  Why can we now approach 

God directly, without a priest or 
a temple?

FAMILY ACTIVITY:

• Build a house of cards, and then 
knock it down. Talk to your 
kids about Jesus’ promise to 
destroy the temple and rebuild 
it in three days. (John 2:19-22) 
Rebuild the house of cards and 
explain what Jesus meant.

Younger Kids Activity Pages
Unit 11, Session 3

What Did He Build?
INSTRUCTIONS: Connect the dots in numerical order to complete the picture and learn what Solomon built. 

17



MAIN POINT: GOD CHOSE SOLOMON TO BUILD A 
TEMPLE WHERE HE WOULD DWELL WITH HIS PEOPLE.

Solomon Built the Temple
1 Kings 6–8 18
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Where does 
wisdom come 

from?
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Where does 
wisdom come 

from?

Wisdom comes from 
God through His Word.
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