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UNIT 11
Session 1

Leader BIBLE STUDY

David’s sin with Bathsheba yielded difficult consequences, 
but God showed David and Bathsheba that He still loved 
them. After the death of their first son, Bathsheba gave 
birth to Solomon. Nathan, the prophet whom God had 
used to confront David concerning his sin, gave Solomon a 
second name: Jedidiah, which means “Beloved of the Lord.” 
God chose Solomon to be king. (See 2 Sam. 12:24-25; 
1 Chron. 22:9-13.)

Early in Solomon’s life, God appeared to him in a 
dream. “What should I give you?” God asked. Solomon’s 
response set him apart from many other kings. His God-
honoring qualities were apparent. First, Solomon humbly 

Unit 11 • Session 1

Use Week of:

Solomon Asked for Wisdom

BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Kings 2:1-4,10-12; 3:1-15
MAIN POINT: Solomon asked God for wisdom to lead God’s people.
KEY PASSAGE: Proverbs 2:6-7
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Where does wisdom come from? Wisdom comes 

from God through His Word.
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1

Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

acknowledged his lack of experience in leading God’s 
people. Then he said, “Give Your servant an obedient heart 
to judge Your people and to discern between good and 
evil. For who is able to judge this great people of Yours?” 
(1 Kings 3:9).

If you were a king or queen and God offered to give you 
anything you asked for, what request would you make? Ask 
the kids you teach what they would ask for if they could 
receive anything their hearts desired. One might assume 
that a king would ask for power or for victory over his 
enemies. Perhaps he would ask for riches or to live a long 
life. Solomon asked for none of these. Instead, he asked 
God to make him wise. God was pleased with Solomon’s 
request, and He agreed to give Solomon a wise and 
understanding heart.

Solomon’s heart was surrendered to God. God created 
people to do His will. Jesus was greater than Solomon. (See 
Matt. 12:42.) He completely trusted God with His life. 
Jesus surrendered His own life to die on the cross for our 
sins so that God could bring us back to Himself.
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Solomon Asked for Wisdom
1 Kings 2:1-4,10-12; 3:1-15

David was old. He had been the king of Israel for 
many years, and now his son Solomon was going to be 
king. God had promised David that Israel’s king would 
always be someone from his family. Before David died, he 
gave Solomon some instructions.

“Be strong and brave, Solomon,” David said. “Obey 
God, and you will be successful. God will keep His 
promise that every king of Israel will come from our 
family.” When David died, Solomon became the king of 
Israel.

One night, God appeared to Solomon in a dream. 
God said, “Solomon, ask for anything you want, and I 
will give it to you.” 

Anything? A king might have asked to live a long life or 
to have lots of riches. Solomon could have asked God to 
give him victory over all his enemies. But Solomon did not 
ask to be rich or to have a long life. Solomon wanted to be a 
good king. He asked for something even better.

Solomon prayed, “God, I am young, and I do not 
know very much about being a king. Please make me 
wise and obedient to You. Help me know the difference 
between right and wrong. Help me lead Your people 
well.”

God was happy with Solomon’s request. God said, “I 
will give you wisdom. In fact, I will make you more wise 
and understanding than anyone who has ever lived. No one 
in the future will ever be as wise as Solomon.”

Then God said, “Because you asked for wisdom, I will 
also give you what you did not ask for: long life, riches, 

The BIBLE STORY
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and honor. You will be greater than any other king during 
your lifetime.”

Solomon woke up and realized God had spoken 
to him in a dream. Solomon praised God and offered 
sacrifices to worship Him.

Christ Connection: Solomon was a wise king who wanted 
to do God’s plan. God planned to give His people a greater and 
wiser king—His Son, Jesus. Jesus completely trusted God with 
His life. Jesus surrendered His own life to die on the cross for 
our sin.

WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S WORD? 
GET 

BIBLE EXPRESS!

Invite kids to check 
out this week’s 
devotionals to 
discover that 

Solomon asked 
God for wisdom to 
lead God’s people. 

We receive wisdom 
through reading 

and understanding 
God’s Word. (See 
Ps. 119:33) Order 
in bulk, subscribe 

quarterly, or purchase 
individually. For 

more information, 
check out 

www.lifeway.com/
devotionals.
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Small Group OPENING

SESSION TITLE: Solomon Asked for Wisdom
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Kings 2:1-4,10-12; 3:1-15
MAIN POINT: Solomon asked God for wisdom to lead God’s people.
KEY PASSAGE: Proverbs 2:6-7
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Where does wisdom come from? Wisdom comes 

from God through His Word.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group.

As kids arrive, invite them to share the best gift they’ve 
ever received. Ask about the most extraordinary gift they 
have ever requested. Did they receive it? Prompt them to 
talk about what the best gift would be for a king. What 
would a king need most?

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete “What Would You Do?” on the 
activity page. Prompt kids to consider the right choice in 
each scenario.
SAY • If you wanted something that someone else wants 

too, what would you do? What would you do if you 
were served food you don’t like? What would you 
do if your dog wants to go for a walk when you are 
very tired? It can be difficult to know what the right 
choice is. Today we will hear a Bible story about how 
God made Solomon wise. Let’s find out more.

• “What Would You Do?” 
activity page, 1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: A strange request
Guide kids to sit in a circle. Prompt the first player to begin 
by saying, “Teacher, teacher! May I have an apple?” You 
should reply, “Yes, you may.”

The next kid should repeat the phrase and ask for 
something else: “Teacher, teacher! May I have [object]?” If 
the object begins with a vowel, respond: “Yes, you may.” 
If it begins with a consonant, reply: “No, you may not.” 
Continue around the circle. Challenge kids to keep guessing 
and try to figure out what types of things to ask for.
SAY • Did you figure out the secret? Today we are going to 

hear a Bible story about something Solomon asked 
God to give him. I wonder what it was!

OPTION 2: Reference book race
Form two teams. Instruct teams to line up at one side of 
the room. Position reference books at the other side of the 
room. Call out a question. The first player on each team 
should run to the book where the answer could be found. 
Award a point for each correct book choice. Examples:

•  What is the capital of Texas? (atlas)
•  What is another word for happy? (thesaurus)
•  Where did the Statue of Liberty come from? 
(encyclopedia)

•  How can a person be saved? (Bible)
•  What does the word quiddity mean? (dictionary)

SAY • Great job! Do you know where wisdom comes from? 
That is what we will find out today.

Transition to large group

LOW PREP

• Bible
• dictionary
• thesaurus
• atlas
• encyclopedia

Tip: Provide young 
reader versions of 
reference books.
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Suggested Theme Decorating Ideas: Simulate a trivia 
game show. Position a podium or music stand at the front 
of the room as the host’s stand. Hang string lights around 
the room. Consider setting them to a blinking pattern. 
Arrange a few chairs to one side for contestants. Set up 
a chalkboard or dry erase board and draw a border of 
question marks as decorations.

Countdown
Show the countdown video as your kids arrive, and set it to 
end as large group time begins.

Introduce the session (1 minute)

[Large Group Leader enters enthusiastically, waving at the kids 
as if greeting a studio audience. Leader holds a stack of index 
cards in one hand and speaks into a microphone.]
LEADER • Hello! Welcome! Nice to see you! Thank you, 

everyone, for joining us today. I’m your host, [your 
name], and this is “Wise Guys!”—the quiz game 
show where you gotta use your brain if you want to 
win the game!

• room decorations
• Theme Background 

Slide (optional)

• countdown video

• leader attire
• microphone
• index cards

Large Group LEADER

SESSION TITLE: Solomon Asked for Wisdom
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Kings 2:1-4,10-12; 3:1-15
MAIN POINT: Solomon asked God for wisdom to lead God’s people.
KEY PASSAGE: Proverbs 2:6-7
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Where does wisdom come from? Wisdom comes 

from God through His Word.
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Giant timeline (3 minutes)

LEADER • Who is ready to play? Let’s see those hands.
Choose two volunteers who raise their hands. Introduce 
them to the audience and guide them to stand next to the 
giant timeline.
LEADER • OK, players. You are very brave to volunteer. 

Do you think you can handle the pressure? When I 
count to three, I need you to put your finger on the 
picture of the Bible story that tells about … a young 
boy who defeated a giant! 1 … 2 … 3! Go!

Allow players to respond. They should point to the story 
“David Was Anointed and Fought Goliath.”
LEADER • Very good! Thank you. Have a seat. [Point to 

today’s Bible story picture.] Today’s Bible story is about 
David’s son. Remember, David grew up and became 
the king of Israel. When he died, his son Solomon 
became king. Let’s see what happened.

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • Everyone, I want you to listen carefully to see if 
you can figure out the answer to our mega-bonus 
question! It’s our big picture question: Where does 
wisdom come from? Hmm … a very good question, 
indeed!

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to 1 Kings 2:1-4,10-12; 3:1-15. Tell the 
Bible story in your own words, or show the Bible story 
video “Solomon Asked for Wisdom.”
LEADER • What a great story. I love hearing about things 

God did long ago. Let’s see what you can remember 
about the story. I’m going to say a sentence and leave 

• Giant Timeline or Big 
Story Circle

• Bibles
• “Solomon Asked for 

Wisdom” video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
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out a word. When I pause, you fill in the blank.
Read the following sentences, pausing for kids to fill in the 
missing words:

•  Solomon was the son of King ______. (David)
•  God said Solomon could ask for ______. (anything)
•  Solomon asked God for ______. (wisdom)
•  Solomon asked God for wisdom to lead God’s 
______. (people)

LEADER • Solomon was not like other kings. Instead of 
asking for things that would make himself powerful 
or famous, Solomon asked for wisdom. By being a 
wise king, Solomon could lead God’s people well.

You know, God created people to do His will. 
Solomon was a great king, but the Bible says that 
Jesus is greater than Solomon. [See Matt. 12:42.] 
Jesus completely trusted God with His life. He gave 
up His life when He died on the cross for our sins.

The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me (optional)

Use Scripture and the guide provided with this session to 
explain to boys and girls how to become a Christian. Assign 
individuals to meet with kids who have more questions. 

Encourage boys and girls to ask their parents, small 
group leaders, or other Christian adults any questions they 
may have about becoming a Christian.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together Proverbs 2:6-7.
LEADER • Our key passage comes from the Book of 

Proverbs, which contains many wise sayings that 
Solomon and others wrote down to help people live 

Tip: Provide I’m a 
Christian Now for 
new Christians to 
take home and 
complete with their 
families.

• Key Passage Poster
• “The Lord Gives 

Wisdom” song
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wisely. Let’s make motions for these verses to help us 
memorize them.

Lead boys and girls to develop hand motions for the phrases 
of the key passage. Consider the following:

• Point to head—For the Lord gives wisdom;
• Point to mouth—from His mouth come knowledge 
and understanding.

• Stand up tall with hands on hips—He stores up 
success for the upright;

• Hold arms vertically in front of body like a shield—He 
is a shield for those who live with integrity.

Guide kids to read the key passage several times as they 
do the motions. Then sing together “The Lord Gives 
Wisdom.”

Discussion starter video (4 minutes) 

LEADER • Imagine how Solomon’s life would have been 
different if he had only asked God to make him the 
richest man in the world, or if he had asked God 
to make him the most powerful king in the land. 
Would that have been glorifying to God or to only 
Solomon? Watch this.

Show the “Unit 11, Session 1” discussion starter video. Lead 
kids to discuss what the problem was with everything asked 
for in the video. (They were not long-lasting.)
LEADER • God gave Solomon wisdom because he asked for 

it. Solomon wanted to do what God wanted him to 
do. Where does wisdom come from? Wisdom comes 
from God through His Word. We can ask God to 
give us wisdom, and He will. [See James 1:5.] God 
gave Solomon riches because Solomon did not ask 
for them!

Note: You may 
choose to adjust the 
motions based on 
your preferred Bible 
translation.

• “Unit 11, Session 1” 
discussion starter 
video
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Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • The Bible says that whenever we need wisdom, 
we can ask God to give us wisdom. And He will! 
Let’s do that right now. Will you sing with me?

Sing together “God, Give Us Wisdom.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to small groups.
LEADER • Father God, in Matthew 6:33, Jesus tells us that 

when we put Your kingdom first and do what You 
want us to do, You will provide what we need. Help 
us to trust You like that. Give us wisdom so we can 
live for Your glory. We love You. Amen.

Dismiss to small groups

• “God, Give Us Wisdom” 
song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus.
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Small Group LEADER

SESSION TITLE: Solomon Asked for Wisdom
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Kings 2:1-4,10-12; 3:1-15
MAIN POINT: Solomon asked God for wisdom to lead God’s people.
KEY PASSAGE: Proverbs 2:6-7
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Where does wisdom come from? Wisdom comes 

from God through His Word.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Before the session, label each piece of poster board with a 
key word from the passage: wisdom, mouth, stores, shield. 

Show the key passage poster. Lead kids to read it aloud 
together. Then form four groups and give each group 
markers and a piece of poster board.

Invite kids to make drawings for their key words to help 
them memorize the key passage. As kids work, you might 
provide definitions to guide their drawings:

• wisdom—good sense or judgment; knowing what is 
best

• mouth—the opening from which we speak
• stores—to keep or accumulate
• shield—a broad piece of armor that serves as a 
defense or protection

SAY • Great work, everyone! We will use these posters 
each week to help us memorize God’s Word. Can 
you think of any reason why we should memorize 
Scripture?

Allow kids to respond. Suggest that memorizing Scripture 
can help us be wise.

• Key Passage Poster
• poster board, 4 pieces
• markers

Note: Adapt the 
key words to fit 
your preferred Bible 
translation.
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Bible story review & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Guide each kid to open the Bible to 1 Kings 2. Call for a 
volunteer to read the first two verses and another volunteer 
to read verses 3-4.
SAY • Thank you! Before King David died, he gave his son 

Solomon some instructions. David told Solomon to 
be strong and courageous and to obey God. Why 
did David want Solomon to do these things? (so that 
Solomon would have success and so God would keep 
His promise that Israel’s kings would come from David’s 
family, 1 Kings 2:3-4)

Choose a volunteer to read 1 Kings 2:10-12.
SAY • David was king in Israel for 40 years. That’s a long 

time to be king! When David died, his son Solomon 
became king. Now, everyone put your finger on the 
first verse of 1 Kings 3. This is where we can find our 
Bible story today.

Ask a kid to read 1 Kings 3:5 aloud. Point out that God 
told Solomon to ask Him for anything.
SAY • Amazing! What would you ask for if you were a 

king? We wouldn’t be surprised if a king asked for 
a long life, riches for himself, or the death of his 
enemies. Do you remember what Solomon asked for? 
(Solomon asked God for wisdom to lead God’s 
people.) Yes! How unusual!

This is what Solomon asked. [Read 1 Kings 3:9.] 
Solomon’s request made God happy. God agreed to 
give Solomon a wise and understanding heart. He 
also said He would give Solomon what he did not 
ask for: riches and honor. Then God said, “And if 
you obey Me, I will give you a long life too.”

God gave Solomon wisdom. Do you know the 

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Main Point Poster

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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answer to our big picture question? Where does 
wisdom come from? Wisdom comes from God 
through His Word. That’s right. Let’s say that 
together. Where does wisdom come from? Wisdom 
comes from God through His Word.

Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Even greater
Encourage kids to mingle around the room. Call out 
“Partner up!” Kids should each find a partner. If you have 
an odd number of kids, allow a group of three.

Say something like, “Number of siblings.” The partner 
with the greater number remains in the game and the other 
partner is out. Play additional rounds with categories such 
as age, number of pets, and so on.
SAY • Solomon was a wise king, but God had a plan to send 

someone even greater than Solomon. (Matt. 12:42) 
Solomon wanted to do God’s will; Jesus completely 
trusted God and gave up His life to rescue people 
from sin. Jesus is greater than Solomon.

OPTION 2: Knowledge or wisdom?
Invite kids to share what they think the difference is 
between knowledge and wisdom. Explain that knowledge 
is “something learned, or the state of having information.” 
Wisdom is “good sense or judgment; knowing what is best.”

Position a tape line in the center of the floor. On one 
wall, post a piece of paper that says Knowledge. On the 
opposite wall, post a sign that says Wisdom.

Tell kids that you will read a statement. If kids think it 
is a piece of knowledge, they should run to the wall labeled 
“Knowledge.” If they think it is a piece of wisdom, they 

LOW PREP

Option: Review 
the gospel with 
boys and girls. 
Explain that kids are 
welcome to speak 
with you or another 
teacher if they have 
questions.

• paper
• marker
• tape
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should run to the “Wisdom” wall. Between each statement, 
guide kids to return to the center.

• The sky is blue. (knowledge)
• Trouble comes to those who do wrong. (wisdom, 
Prov. 11:8)

• Right living leads to life. (wisdom, Prov. 11:19)
• It isn’t good to favor those who do wrong. (wisdom, 
Prov. 18:5)

• A gentle answer turns away anger. (wisdom, 
Prov. 15:1)

• Ladybugs live 2 to 3 years in the wild. (knowledge)
• A foolish person turns their back on their parent’s 
correction. (wisdom, Prov. 15:5)

• The Greek alphabet has 24 letters. (knowledge)
• A piano has 88 keys. (knowledge)
• It is better to have respect for the Lord and have 
little than to be rich and have trouble. (wisdom, 
Prov. 15:16)

SAY • Solomon asked God for wisdom to lead God’s 
people. Wisdom would help Solomon do what God 
wanted him to do.

Journal and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute pencils and journal pages. Encourage kids to 
write about what they would like to ask God for and why. 
Then allow time for them to pray. Assure kids that God 
hears our prayers. (See 1 John 5:14.)

If time remains, allow kids to complete “A Better Way” 
on the activity page. Kids should work left to right, coloring 
in one word in each column to complete the Bible story’s 
main point: Solomon asked God for wisdom to lead 
God’s people. 

• pencils
• Journal Page
• “A Better Way” activity 

page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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God All-Wise 
Key Passage: Proverbs 2:6-7

Big Picture Question: Where does wisdom come 
from? Wisdom comes from God through His 
Word.

Session 1:  Solomon Asked for Wisdom 
1 Kings 2:1-4,10-12; 3:1-15 
Solomon asked God for wisdom to 
lead God’s people.

Session 2:  Wisdom for God’s People 
Proverbs 1:1-7; 3:1-12; 4:10-19 
Wisdom is fearing the Lord and 
obeying His Word.

Session 3:  Solomon Built the Temple 
1 Kings 6–8 
God chose Solomon to build a temple 
where He would dwell with His 
people.

Session 4:  Solomon’s Sin Divided the Kingdom 
1 Kings 11–12 
God divided Israel into two kingdoms 
because Solomon sinned.
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For the LORD gives 
wisdom; from His mouth 

come knowledge and 
understanding. He stores 

up success for the 
upright; He is a shield 

for those who live with 
integrity.

Proverbs 2:6-7



Key Passage (KJV)  •  Kids  •  Unit 11  •  © 2016 LifeWay  OK to Print

For the LORD giveth 
wisdom: out of his mouth 

cometh knowledge and 
understanding. He layeth 

up sound wisdom for 
the righteous: he is a 
buckler to them that 

walk uprightly.
Proverbs 2:6-7



Key Passage (ESV)  •  Kids  •  Unit 11  •  © 2016 LifeWay  OK to Print

For the LORD gives 
wisdom; from his mouth 

come knowledge and 
understanding; he stores 
up sound wisdom for the 

upright; he is a shield 
to those who walk in 

integrity.
Proverbs 2:6-7
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For the LORD gives 
wisdom; from his mouth 

come knowledge and 
understanding. He holds 
success in store for the 
upright, he is a shield 

to those whose walk is 
blameless.

Proverbs 2:6-7



Main Point  •  Kids  •  Unit 11, Session 1  •  © 2016 LifeWay  OK to Print

Solomon asked 
God for wisdom 

to lead God’s 
people.
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Solomon Asked for Wisdom
1 Kings 2:1-4,10-12; 3:1-15

MAIN POINT: SOLOMON ASKED GOD FOR WISDOM TO LEAD GOD’S PEOPLE.

David had been the king of Israel for many years, and now his son Solomon 
was going to be king. Before David died, he gave Solomon some instructions.

David said, “Obey God, and you will be successful. God will keep His promise 
that every king of Israel will come from our family.” When David died, Solomon 
became the king of Israel.

One night, God appeared to Solomon in a dream. God said, “Solomon, ask for 
anything you want, and I will give it to you.” 

Solomon prayed, “God, please make me wise and obedient to You. Help me 
know the difference between right and wrong. Help me lead Your people well.”

God was happy with Solomon’s request. God said, “I will give you wisdom.”
Then God said, “Because you asked for wisdom, I will also give you what you 

did not ask for: long life, riches, and honor.”
Solomon woke up and realized God had spoken to him in a dream.

Christ Connection: Solomon was a wise king who wanted to do God’s plan. God 
planned to give His people a greater and wiser king—His Son, Jesus. Jesus completely 
trusted God with His life. Jesus surrendered His own life to die on the cross for our sin.

Write about what you would like to ask God for 
and why. Then pray and ask Him! God hears our 
prayers. (See 1 John 5:14.)

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS

•  What do you think would have 
happened if Solomon had not 
asked for wisdom?

•  Why do you think Solomon did 
not ask for the other things God 
gave him?

•  What do you think would happen 
if we asked for wisdom, too?
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What Would You Do?
Determine what is happening in each picture. What should you do in each scenario? How do you know what the right choice is?

A Better Way
Work from left to right. Color in the correct word in each column to 
complete the Bible story’s main point.

14
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Where does 
wisdom come 

from?
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Where does 
wisdom come 

from?

Wisdom comes from 
God through His Word.
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