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Unit 10
Session 6

Leader BIBLE STUDY

The Ammonites were no strangers to the Israelites. They 
often fought over the region of Gilead, which stretched 
east of the Jordan River. David had tried showing kindness 
to the Ammonites, but they humiliated the Israelite 
ambassadors. (See 2 Sam. 10:1-5.) Thus began a war 
between the Israelites and Ammonites. This context sets the 
scene for the story of David’s sin and restoration.

One evening, David looked from his rooftop and saw 
Bathsheba bathing. He inquired about her and found 
out that she was the wife of Uriah, one of David’s elite 
soldiers. Her married status alone made her off-limits to 
David, but he nevertheless called for her and slept with her. 

Use Week of:

David Sinned and Was Restored

BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Samuel 11:1–12:14; Psalm 51
MAIN POINT: God forgave David when he repented of his sin.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 47:7-8
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever, and 

He rules over the world.

SMALL GROUP OPENING 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 90

LARGE GROUP BIBLE STUDY 
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 92

SMALL GROUP ACTIVITIES 
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 98
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Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

David probably assumed his sin would go unnoticed, until 
Bathsheba told him she was pregnant. With Uriah gone to 
war, it was obvious the baby was not her husband’s. 

David had a plan. He called Uriah home from the battle 
and encouraged him to be with his wife. But Uriah refused. 
Uriah didn’t think it was fair for him to be with his wife 
while other men were at war. 

Plan B: David instructed his army commander to position 
Uriah in the most violent part of the battle so he would be 
killed. This time, David’s plan worked. Uriah was killed, 
and David took Bathsheba as his wife.

God knew David’s sin and sent Nathan the prophet to 
confront David. David’s confession is recorded in Psalm 51. 
David knew making sacrifices would not be enough to 
please God and pay for his sin. God wanted David’s heart to 
change so he would not want to sin again.

Like David, we need more than a changed lifestyle to be 
made right with God; we need new hearts. Jesus died to 
satisfy God’s wrath against sin so that we could be made 
alive in Him.
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David Sinned and Was Restored
2 Samuel 11:1–12:14; Psalm 51

David was the king of Israel. As king, David’s 
responsibilities included leading the army. One spring, 
David sent out the army, and he put another man in 
charge of them. David stayed in Jerusalem.

One evening, David looked out from the roof of his 
palace and saw a beautiful woman named Bathsheba. 
Bathsheba was the wife of Uriah, one of the best 
warriors in David’s army. David sent his messengers to 
get Bathsheba, and she came to David’s house. Later, 
Bathsheba told David that she was going to have a baby; 
the baby would be David’s.

David knew what he had done was wrong. David 
should not have a baby with someone who was not his wife. 
So David made a plan to make sure no one found out that 
Bathsheba’s baby was his.

David called Uriah home from the battle and told 
him to go spend time with his wife. But Uriah didn’t 
think it was fair for him to relax at home while the other 
men were at war. He slept on David’s doorstep and 
refused to see his wife.

David’s plan was not working, so he made up another 
plan. This time, he instructed Joab, who was leading the 
army, to send Uriah into the hardest part of the battle so 
he would be killed.

So Joab sent Uriah to the most dangerous part of the 
battle, and Uriah was killed. David took Bathsheba into 
his house to be his wife, and she had a baby boy.

God knew what David had done, and He was not 
happy with David. God sent Nathan the prophet to talk 

The BIBLE STORY
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to David. Nathan told David a story about a rich man who 
had many animals. When a traveler came, the rich man 
did not offer his own animal. Instead, he took a poor man’s 
lamb—the only lamb he had—and gave it to the traveler to 
eat.

David was angry. “The rich man should die!” he said.
“You are the man!” Nathan said. God had given David a 

position of great power, but David killed Uriah to take his 
wife.

David realized he had sinned against God. David 
deserved to die. “You won’t die for this,” Nathan assured 
David, “but God will punish you. Your son will die 
instead.”

David confessed his sin and prayed, “God, create a 
clean heart for me.” David realized he could try to please 
God with sacrifices, but that wouldn’t be enough to pay for 
his sin. God wanted David’s heart to change so that he 
would not want to sin again.

Christ Connection: When David sinned against God, God 
forgave him, but sin always comes with a price. God spared 
David’s life, but David’s son died. When we sin, we can receive 
God’s forgiveness because God sent His Son, Jesus, to pay the 
price for our sin. Jesus died the death we deserve so that we 
could be made right with God.

WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S WORD? 
GET 

ADVENTURE! 

Invite kids to check out 
this week’s devotionals 
to discover that David 

asked God to restore the 
joy of his salvation (Ps. 

51:12) so he could teach 
other sinners to return to 
God as well. (Ps. 51:13) 
Order in bulk, subscribe 
quarterly, or purchase 
individually. For more 
information, check out 

www.lifeway.com/
devotionals.
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Small Group OPENING

SESSION TITLE: David Sinned and Was Restored
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Samuel 11:1–12:14; Psalm 51
MAIN POINT: God forgave David when he repented of his sin.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 47:7-8
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever, and 

He rules over the world.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. As kids arrive, ask them to share 
about a time they messed up and had to ask for forgiveness. 
They may also share about a time that they had to forgive 
someone else.
SAY • It’s not always easy to apologize and ask someone 

for forgiveness, but it is something that God tells us 
to do. We’re going to learn today about a time that 
David had to ask for forgiveness.

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite the kids to complete the “Herd Words” activity 
page. Challenge the children to figure out the code, which 
contains a special message from today’s story.
SAY • God often used His prophets to deliver special 

messages to His people. Listen today for His special 
message to David.

Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Who am I?
Before class, write on separate index cards the names of 

• “Herd Words” activity 
page, 1 per kid

• pencils or markers

• index cards
• markers

LOW PREP
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several people from previous Bible stories. You may refer to 
the small group timeline. Explain that a volunteer will draw 
a card, but she will not say the name aloud. The group may 
ask yes or no questions to guess whom she drew. Play as 
many rounds as time allows. 
SAY • Each story in the Bible shows us God’s plan to send 

Jesus to rescue us from our sin. We learn from both 
the good things and the bad things people in the 
Bible did. Today we will hear about a time when 
King David sinned. 

OPTION 2: Walking dizzy
Before class, tape a straight line on the floor at least four to 
five feet long. Invite kids to take turns holding a bat upside-
down with the top of the bat touching the ground.

Instruct each kid to rest her forehead on the end of the 
bat. Keeping her forehead on the bat, she must quickly turn 
in circles as you count to 10. The player must then stand 
and try to walk the straight line.
SAY • Just like you kept stepping off the line, David found 

himself stepping away from God and making some 
bad choices. Each step he took only made things 
worse. Do you think God stopped loving him? We’ll 
learn more in large group!

Transition to large group

• masking tape
• baseball bat
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as your kids arrive, and set it to 
end as large group time begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Large Group Leader enters in royal robes, carrying a small 
chalkboard with chalk. The board should already have several 
tally marks.]
LEADER • Being in charge is hard work. There are so many 

things to remember! I’ve been keeping a record of 
every time I forgot something or made a mistake. 
[Show the board.] That’s a lot of mistakes! There is no 
way I can do this on my own. Do you think God can 
forgive me for these mess-ups? [Allow kids to respond 
with suggestions.]

Giant timeline (1 minute)

LEADER • Thanks for the encouragement! It actually 
reminds me of our Bible story. But first, let’s review 
how we got to where we are. As we learned a few 
weeks back, the Israelites demanded that God give 
them a king like the other nations around them. God 
had always been their King before that!

• countdown video

• leader attire
• small chalkboard
• chalk

• Giant Timeline

Large Group LEADER

SESSION TITLE: David Sinned and Was Restored 
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Samuel 11:1–12:14; Psalm 51
MAIN POINT: God forgave David when he repented of his sin.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 47:7-8
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever, and 

He rules over the world.
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What did God say an earthly king would do? (send 
their children off to war or make them work for him) 
God gave the people a king, Saul, but Saul had a 
problem. Who can remember Saul’s big mistake? 
(Saul did not obey God completely.)

God chose a new king to replace Saul, King 
David. God even used Saul’s son Jonathan to keep 
David safe. Once David became king, God made a 
covenant with him. Who can remember what God 
promised David? (to use David’s family to send Jesus) 
Today’s Bible story takes place after God’s promise to 
David. It’s called “David Sinned and Was Restored.”

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • David was a good king, but he wasn’t perfect. 
He still sinned. We need a king who always obeys 
God. That reminds me of our big picture question: 
Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever, and He 
rules over the world. We know that Jesus is perfect 
because He is God’s Son. He’s the best king ever, and 
I’m so glad He is in control instead of someone like 
me. But let’s get back to our story of King David and 
find out what happened.

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to 2 Samuel 11:1–12:14; Psalm 51. Tell 
the Bible story in your own words, or show the Bible story 
video “David Sinned and Was Restored.”
LEADER • David was in the wrong place at the wrong time. 

If you remember at the beginning of our story, his 
army was at war. As king, David should have been 
leading them, but he wasn’t. 

• Bibles
• “David Sinned and Was 

Restored” video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Main Point Poster
• chalkboard
• chalk
• chalkboard eraser
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Instead of fighting with his army, David was 
home. He sinned with Bathsheba and then tried to 
cover it up, but that just made everything worse!

David was so desperate to hide his sin that he 
arranged for Uriah, Bathsheba’s husband, to be killed 
in battle so David could marry Bathsheba. But God 
knew what David did. God sent Nathan the prophet 
to confront David. David turned away from his 
sin and asked God to forgive him. David deserved 
to die, but God forgave him. God is gracious and 
merciful. But David’s sin still had consequences. 

Sin never affects just the sinner. David, Bathsheba, 
Uriah, and the son Bathsheba had with David were 
all affected by David’s sin. Uriah and the baby even 
died. That’s how serious sin is. 

But there is wonderful news! Jesus lived a perfect 
life. Then Jesus gave up His life and died a death He 
did not deserve. He rose from the grave, so that we 
could have life instead of punishment! 

Jesus is our perfect King. When you turn away 
from sin and trust in Jesus, He wipes away all our 
sin. [Erase the tally marks on the board.] He also gives 
us the Holy Spirit to help us live holy lives. When 
God looks at people who trust Jesus, He only sees 
Jesus’ righteousness instead of our sin. [Draw a cross 
or write the name JESUS on the board.]

Ask the following review questions:
1. Where was David at the start of this story? (in 

Jerusalem, 2 Sam. 11:1)
2. Who was Bathsheba? (Uriah’s wife, 2 Sam. 11:3)
3. How did Uriah die? (David ordered Joab to send Uriah 

to the hardest part of the battle, 2 Sam. 11:15-16)
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4. Whom did God send to talk to David? (Nathan the 
prophet, 2 Sam. 12:1)

5. When did God forgive David? (God forgave David 
when he repented of his sin; 2 Sam. 12:13; Ps. 51)

6. Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever, and He 
rules over the world.

The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me (optional)

Use Scripture and the guide provided with this session to 
explain to boys and girls how to become a Christian. Assign 
individuals to meet with kids who have more questions. 

Encourage boys and girls to ask their parents, small 
group leaders, or other Christian adults any questions they 
may have about becoming a Christian.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together Psalm 47:7-8.
LEADER • This is our final week with this key passage. Can 

anyone say it from memory?
Invite several volunteers to say the verse from memory. End 
with everyone saying it together. Sing the key passage song.

Discussion starter video (4 minutes) 

LEADER • Have you ever said you were sorry, but you did 
not really mean it? Has anyone ever said they were 
sorry to you, but you could tell they were not? Think 
about that as we watch this short video.

Show the “Unit 10, Session 6” discussion starter video. Talk 
to the kids about what it means to be truly sorry. Discuss 
what it means to repent of sin.
LEADER • Do you think David was just sorry he got caught, 

Tip: Provide I’m a 
Christian Now for new 
Christians to take home 
and complete with 
their families.

• Key Passage Poster
• “God Alone” song

• “Unit 10, Session 6” 
discussion starter 
video
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or truly sorry that he had sinned? Do you always feel 
truly sorry for your sin, or sometimes just sorry you 
got caught? Why do you think it’s important to be 
truly sorry? What’s the problem with half-hearted 
apologies? 

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • It’s amazing that no matter what we’ve done, 
God is willing to forgive us when we trust in Him. 
That is something worth singing about!

Sing together “He Is King.”

Pray (2 minutes)

LEADER • God knows everything about us: the good and 
the bad. We can’t hide anything from Him. But He 
always loves us. What’s our big picture question? 
Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever, and He 
rules over the world. Let’s pray and thank God for 
forgiving us when we repent of our sins.

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to small groups.

Dismiss to small groups

• “He Is King” song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus.
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Small Group LEADER

SESSION TITLE: David Sinned and Was Restored 
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Samuel 11:1–12:14; Psalm 51
MAIN POINT: God forgave David when he repented of his sin.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 47:7-8
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever, and 

He rules over the world.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Guide the children to stand or sit in a circle. Give the ball 
to one child, instructing him to say the first word of the key 
passage and pass the ball to the next child. That child will 
say the second word and pass the ball. Continue passing 
the ball and saying one word until the entire passage is 
complete. Encourage the children to help each other if they 
stumble. Option: Use a timer as kids say the key passage. 
Play again to see if kids can beat their original time.
SAY • Our key passage reminds us that Jesus is our perfect 

King. He took the punishment we deserved, so 
we could have the life with God that He deserves! 
We don’t have to be afraid of punishment because 
God provided forgiveness to us through Jesus. If we 
believe in Jesus, we can live with God forever.

Bible story review & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to 2 Samuel 11:1–12:14; Psalm 51. 
Briefly review the Bible story. You may also invite kids to 
read sections of the Bible passages aloud. Then read the 
following statements, calling on different kids to answer 
true or false.

1. David led his army at war. (False, he stayed in 

• Key Passage Poster
• ball
• timer (optional)

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Main Point Poster
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Jerusalem; 2 Sam. 11:1)
2. David thought Bathsheba was not married. (False, he 

knew she was Uriah’s wife; 2 Sam. 11:3)
3. David called for Bathsheba. (true, 2 Sam. 11: 4)
4. David told Uriah everything that happened. (False, 

David tried to trick Uriah; 2 Sam. 11:6-8)
5. David arranged for Uriah to be killed in battle. (true, 

2 Sam. 11:15)
6. David repented because he was afraid of punishment. 

(False, David repented because he understood that his 
sin damaged his relationship with God; Psalm 51)

7. God forgave David when he repented of his sin. 
(true, 2 Sam. 12:13)

SAY • We can get a glimpse of what David felt when he was 
confronted with his sin by reading Psalm 51. David 
knew how bad his sin was. He knew that he deserved 
death. He was not afraid of being punished for his 
sin; he was sad that his relationship with God was 
broken by sin.

Our relationship with God is broken by sin too. 
We cannot be with God because our sin makes 
us unrighteous. But thankfully, God loved us and 
wanted us to be with Him. He sent Jesus to restore 
us, just as He restored David!

Activity choice (10 minutes)

 OPTION 1: Practicing apologies
Think of a few scenarios that would require apologies. 
Include a few humorous examples to keep the mood light, 
but include some that would be realistic for your class.

Explain that the kids will pair up and see who can give 
the most sincere sounding apology without laughing. Invite 

LOW PREP

Option: Retell or review 
the Bible story using 
the bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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them to switch partners and apologize to another kid. 
Examples: 

• lied about getting homework done
• ate all the cookies without sharing
• told a secret
• walked away while someone was talking
• called your sibling a name
• talked back to a parent or teacher

SAY • In this game, sometimes our apologies were silly. 
It can be hard to be serious when you aren’t really 
sorry for anything. However, sin isn’t a funny 
situation, and a real apology means understanding 
what you did wrong and truly wanting to repair the 
relationship that was damaged. Apologizing when 
you’ve sinned is often a sign that God is working to 
make you holy.

OPTION 2: Hidden
Place three red cups on a smooth surface, like a table or tile 
floor. Place a table tennis ball under one cup. Slowly switch 
the cups around, mixing their order. The first time, go slow 
enough that the kids can easily follow the cup with the ball. 

Invite a kid to guess which cup is hiding the ball. Lift 
the cup to reveal whether he is correct or incorrect. Play 
again, increasing the speed and difficulty and selecting a 
new kid to guess with each round. Play a final round using 
clear plastic cups that the kids can see through.
SAY • Sometimes we try to hide our sin, like David. We 

may switch things around or try to distract others 
from noticing our mistakes or bad choices. However, 
no matter how fast we might move or how well 
we think we’ve hidden our sin, God can see right 

• table tennis ball
• red plastic cups, 3
• smooth surface
• clear plastic cups, 3
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through us, like you saw through the clear cups.
We cannot hide our sin from God, and apart from 

Jesus, our sin separates us from Him. However, Jesus 
died to restore us to God! We don’t have to be afraid 
of punishment if we trust in Jesus. We can confess 
our sin openly, knowing that God will forgive and 
restore us.

Journal and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute each child’s journal and instruct the kids to 
write about or draw pictures of how they feel knowing 
that God will forgive their sin when they turn away from 
sin and trust in Him. Encourage kids to read Psalm 51 or 
Psalm 103:1-13 in their Bibles.
SAY • Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever, and He 

rules over the world. God forgives us because Jesus 
paid the price for our sin. With Jesus in charge, we 
can know our sins are forgiven.

Make sure each child secures this week’s sheet in the journal, 
and then collect them. Keep the journals in the classroom 
so they will be available every week or as often as you wish 
to use them. 

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the coloring page provided with this session. Pray, 
thanking God for His love and forgiveness through Jesus.

• pencils
• Journal Page
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid
• crayons or markers

Tip: Give parents this 
week’s Big Picture Cards 
for Families to allow 
families to interact with 
the biblical content at 
home.
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Unit 10  •  Kids Journal Page

God the King
Key Passage: Psalm 47:7-8

Big Picture Questions: Who is our King? Jesus is 
our King forever, and He rules over the world.

Session 1:  Israel Demanded a King 
1 Samuel 8–10 
God chose Saul as Israel’s first king. 

Session 2:  God Rejected Saul as King 
1 Samuel 13:1-14; 15:1-35 
God rejected Saul as king because of 
his sin.

Session 3:  David Was Anointed and Fought 
Goliath 
1 Samuel 16–17 
God gave David power to defeat 
Goliath.

Session 4:  David and Jonathan Became Friends 
1 Samuel 18:1-12; 19:1-10; 20:1-42 
God used Jonathan to save David’s life.

Session 5:  God Made a Covenant with David 
2 Samuel 7 
God promised that Jesus would come 
from David’s family.

          Session 6:  David Sinned and Was Restored 
2 Samuel 11:1–12:14; Psalm 51 
God forgave David when he 
repented of his sin.



Key Passage (HCSB®)  •  Kids  •  Unit 10  •  © 2016 LifeWay  OK to Print

Sing a song of wisdom, for 
God is King of all the earth. 
God reigns over the nations; 

God is seated on His holy 
throne.

Psalm 47:7-8



Key Passage (KJV)  •  Kids  •  Unit 10  •  © 2016 LifeWay  OK to Print

For God is the King of all 
the earth: sing ye praises 
with understanding. God 

reigneth over the heathen: 
God sitteth upon the throne 

of his holiness.
Psalm 47:7-8



Key Passage (ESV)  •  Kids  •  Unit 10  •  © 2016 LifeWay  OK to Print

For God is the King of all the 
earth; sing praises with a 

psalm! God reigns over the 
nations; God sits on his  

holy throne.
Psalm 47:7-8



For God is the King of all the 
earth; sing to him a psalm of 
praise. God reigns over the 

nations; God is seated on his 
holy throne.
Psalm 47:7-8

Key Passage (NIV)  •  Kids  •  Unit 10  •  © 2016 LifeWay  OK to Print
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God forgave 
David when 

he repented of 
his sin.
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DOWNLOAD THE

TGP FAMILY APP

KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 47:7-8

BIG PICTURE QUESTION:

• Who is our King? Jesus is our 
King forever and He rules over 
everything.

BIBLE STORY: 
DAVID SINNED AND WAS 
RESTORED

• David stayed in Jerusalem 
during a war. 

• David sinned with a woman 
who was married. 

• In hopes of covering his sin, 
David had her husband killed 
in battle. 

• God used Nathan to reveal 
David’s sin.

• God forgave David when he 
repented of his sin.

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS:

•  Why is sin still bad even if you 
don’t get caught?

• What ways can sin harm us or 
our relationships? 

•  How can we be sure God will 
forgive us of our sins?

FAMILY ACTIVITY:

• Make mini sheep with 
toothpicks, corks, and cotton 
balls. Talk to your kids about 
the story Nathan told David. 

Younger Kids Activity Pages
Unit 10, Session 6

Herd Words
INSTRUCTIONS: Use the sheep code to find out what Nathan told David! 
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MAIN POINT: GOD FORGAVE DAVID WHEN HE REPENTED OF HIS SIN. David Sinned and Was Restored
2 Samuel 11:1–12:14; Psalm 51 12
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Who is our 
King?
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Who is our 
King?

Jesus is our King 
forever, and He rules 

over the world.
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