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UNIT 10
Session 6

Leader BIBLE STUDY

The Ammonites were no strangers to the Israelites. They 
often fought over the region of Gilead, which stretched 
east of the Jordan River. David had tried showing kindness 
to the Ammonites, but they humiliated the Israelite 
ambassadors. (See 2 Sam. 10:1-5.) Thus began a war 
between the Israelites and Ammonites. This context sets the 
scene for the story of David’s sin and restoration.

One evening, David looked from his rooftop and saw 
Bathsheba bathing. He inquired about her and found 
out that she was the wife of Uriah, one of David’s elite 
soldiers. Her married status alone made her off-limits to 
David, but he nevertheless called for her and slept with her. 

Use Week of:

David Sinned and Was Restored

BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Samuel 11:1–12:14; Psalm 51
MAIN POINT: God forgave David.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 47:7
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever.

SMALL GROUP OPENING 
(15–20 MINUTES)

PAGE 70

LARGE GROUP BIBLE STUDY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 72

SMALL GROUP ACTIVITIES 
(20–25 MINUTES)

PAGE 74
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Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

David probably assumed his sin would go unnoticed, until 
Bathsheba told him she was pregnant. With Uriah gone to 
war, it was obvious the baby was not her husband’s. 

David had a plan. He called Uriah home from the battle 
and encouraged him to be with his wife. But Uriah refused. 
Uriah didn’t think it was fair for him to be with his wife 
while other men were at war. 

Plan B: David instructed his army commander to position 
Uriah in the most violent part of the battle so he would be 
killed. This time, David’s plan worked. Uriah was killed, 
and David took Bathsheba as his wife.

God knew David’s sin and sent Nathan the prophet to 
confront David. David’s confession is recorded in Psalm 51. 
David knew making sacrifices would not be enough to 
please God and pay for his sin. God wanted David’s heart to 
change so he would not want to sin again.

Like David, we need more than a changed lifestyle to be 
made right with God; we need new hearts. Jesus died to 
satisfy God’s wrath against sin so that we could be made 
alive in Him.
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David Sinned and Was Restored
2 Samuel 11:1–12:14; Psalm 51

David was the king of Israel. One of his jobs was to lead 
the army. One spring, David sent the army out to fight. He 
put another man in charge of the army, but David stayed 
home.

One evening, David was walking on the roof of his 
palace. He looked out and saw a beautiful woman named 
Bathsheba. Bathsheba was the wife of Uriah, one of the 
best men in David’s army. David sent his messengers to 
get Bathsheba, and she came to David’s house.

David knew he had done the wrong thing. Bathsheba 
was married to Uriah. David should not take another man’s 
wife. David did not want to get into trouble, so he made a 
plan.

David told Uriah to come home from the battle. “Go 
spend time with your wife,” he said. “You deserve it.” But 
Uriah did not think it was fair for him to relax at home 
while the other men were at war. He slept on David’s 
doorstep and would not go home to his wife.

David’s plan was not working, so he made up another 
plan. This time, he told the leader of the army to send 
Uriah into the hardest part of the battle. David hoped 
Uriah would be killed.

So the leader of the army sent Uriah to the place 
where the fighting was most dangerous, and the 
enemy army killed Uriah. When Bathsheba heard that 
her husband was dead, she was very sad. David took 
Bathsheba into his house to be his wife.

God knew what David did, and He was not happy 
with David. God sent Nathan the prophet to talk to 

The BIBLE STORY
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David. Nathan told David a story. The story was about 
a man who took something that did not belong to him. 
The story made David angry, but Nathan said the story 
was about David. David had taken something that did 
not belong to him. Nathan told David that God was 
not happy with him, and David realized he had sinned 
against God.

After Nathan spoke to David, David wrote a psalm. 
He told God he was sorry and asked God to forgive him, 
and God did.

Christ Connection: God forgave David for his sins, but sin 
always has consequences. When we sin, God forgives us because 
Jesus faced the consequences for our sins when He died on the 
cross.

WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S WORD? 
GET 

MORE!

Invite preschoolers 
to check out this 

week’s devotionals 
to discover that 

David asked God to 
restore the joy of his 
salvation (Ps. 51:12) 

so he could teach 
other sinners to 

return to God as well. 
(Ps. 51:13) Order 
in bulk, subscribe 

quarterly, or purchase 
individually. For 

more information, 
check out 

www.lifeway.com/
devotionals.
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Small Group OPENING

SESSION TITLE: David Sinned and Was Restored
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Samuel 11:1–12:14; Psalm 51
MAIN POINT: God forgave David.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 47:7
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever.

Welcome time
Play the unit theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect offering at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Invite preschoolers to draw a line from the scene where a 
child did something wrong to the scene where he or she 
showed, “I’m sorry.”
SAY • These children made a wrong choice, but later they 

showed they were sorry for what they had done. In 
today’s Bible story, King David made a very wrong 
choice. King David told God he was sorry for doing 
the wrong thing and asked God to forgive him.

Play “Doggy, Doggy, Where’s Your Bone?”
Invite preschoolers to sit on the floor in a circle. Choose 
a preschooler to be the doggy. The doggy will sit in the 
middle of the circle with a beanbag behind him. Instruct 
the doggy to close his eyes. Choose a preschooler to sneak up 

• “He Is King” song
• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert download
• favorite toys related to 

the Bible story theme

• “I’m Sorry”  activity 
page, 1 per child

• pencils or crayons

• beanbag

LOW PREP
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behind the doggy and take the beanbag, return to her seat, 
and hide the beanbag where the doggy cannot see it. Lead 
preschoolers in singing, “Doggy, doggy, where’s your bone? 
Somebody took it from your home.” Then the doggy will 
open his eyes and guess who has the beanbag. He has three 
chances to guess correctly. Choose another doggy and play 
again. 
SAY • In today’s Bible story, David took something that 

did not belong to him. David knew he had done 
the wrong thing. David did not want to get into 
trouble.  He made a plan to cover up what he had 
done, but David did not remember that God knows 
everything. Let’s discover what happened.

Sing “I’m in the Lord’s Army”
Sing the song “I’m in the Lord’s Army.” If you are 
unfamiliar with the tune or lyrics, look them up online 
before the session. Consider downloading an MP3 of the 
song to play during the session.
SAY • One of King David’s jobs as king of Israel was to lead 

the army. One spring, David sent the army out to 
fight. He put another man in charge of the army, but 
David stayed home. While David was at home, he 
made a wrong choice. Let’s find out what happened.

Transition to Bible study
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, flip off the 
lights, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. Call 
preschoolers by name to come to Bible study.

LOW PREP

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Introduce the Bible story
Share with preschoolers about a time you had to say you 
were sorry. Invite preschoolers to tell you about a time they 
had to say they were sorry.
SAY • Feeling sorry and saying we are sorry are the right 

ways to respond when we do wrong things. David 
did a wrong thing in today’s Bible story. Let’s find 
out who David asked to forgive him.

Watch or tell the Bible story
Place a bookmark at 2 Samuel in your Bible. Invite a 
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • The Bible is unlike any other book in the entire world. 

The Bible is the only book that has God’s true words 
in it. Today’s Bible story is from 2 Samuel.

Show the Bible story video “David Sinned and Was 
Restored” or tell the Bible story in your own words using 
the script provided. Use the bolded version for younger 
preschoolers.

Talk about the Bible story
SAY • David did a very wrong thing. Many people were 

• bookmark
• Bible 
• “David Sinned and Was 

Restored” video
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

Large Group LEADER

SESSION TITLE: David Sinned and Was Restored
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Samuel 11:1–12:14; Psalm 51
MAIN POINT: God forgave David.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 47:7
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever.
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hurt because of David’s wrong choice. David realized 
that the most important person he sinned against 
was God. David told God he was sorry, and God 
forgave David.

Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline or big 
story circle as you ask the following review questions: 

1. Whose wife was Bathsheba? (Uriah’s) 
2. Who told David a story about a man who took 

something that did not belong to him? (Nathan) 
3. Whom was Nathan’s story really about? (David) 
4. What did David ask God to do? (forgive him) 
5. Did God forgive David? (God forgave David.) 

Learn the big picture question
SAY • King David sinned. He asked God to forgive his sin, 

and God did. God gives us a King who never sinned. 
Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever. Jesus 
never sinned, but He faced the consequences for our 
sin when He died on the cross and came back to life. 
Because Jesus took the punishment for our sin, God 
forgives us when we ask Him. 

Practice the key passage 
Open your Bible to Psalm 47:7. Read the key passage aloud 
several times. Sing together the key passage song, “God 
Alone.”
SAY • God is the one true King over all the earth. God gives 

power to earthly kings, but all earthly kings make 
mistakes. They sin and make wrong choices. God is 
the good and perfect King who rules forever. 

Transition to small groups 

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Key Passage Poster
• “God Alone” song
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Small Group ACTIVITIES

SESSION TITLE: David Sinned and Was Restored
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Samuel 11:1–12:14; Psalm 51
MAIN POINT: God forgave David.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 47:7
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever.

Play reverse hide-and-seek
Play a variation of hide-and-seek. Choose one preschooler 
to be It. While the rest of the group counts to 10, It hides. 
When counting is complete, the whole group spreads out 
to look for It. If a preschooler finds It, he hides with her. As 
each preschooler finds It, the group hiding grows. Continue 
play until all the preschoolers are hiding. Choose another It 
and play again.
SAY • David thought he could hide his sin from God. Every 

time David tried to hide what he had done, he ended 
up just sinning more and more. David told God he 
was sorry for his sin, and God forgave David. Still, 
many people were hurt because of David’s sin. Sin 
always has consequences. When we sin, God forgives 
us because Jesus faced the consequences for our sins 
when He died on the cross.

Play with blocks
Invite preschoolers to free play with blocks. As preschoolers 
play, comment on how well they share the blocks. If any 
preschooler takes a block another child is using, gently 
correct them. 

LOW PREP

• blocks

LOW PREP
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SAY • You all shared your blocks well. Taking a block 
someone else is using is a wrong choice. In our Bible 
story, David took something that did not belong to 
him—Uriah’s wife. What David did was a sin, and 
David sinned even more when he tried to cover it 
up. God used Nathan to show David he had sinned. 
Then David asked God forgive him, and God 
forgave David.

Create scratch art
Provide an index card for each preschooler. Guide a 
preschooler to use colorful markers to color his index card 
completely. Then give each preschooler a black crayon and 
instruct children to completely color over their colorful 
artwork with black. Demonstrate how preschoolers can use 
a craft stick to scratch a drawing into the black and reveal 
the colors beneath.
SAY • You thought you had covered up your artwork, but 

the colors were still there. You just had to scratch to 
reveal them. David tried to cover up his sin, but it 
was still there. God saw David’s sin and used Nathan 
to show David. David told God he was sorry and 
asked God to forgive him. God forgave David. 

Make play dough hearts
Provide an assortment of play dough for preschoolers to 
use. Offer preschoolers play dough tools and heart-shaped 
cookie cutters. Invite a preschool to create a heart shape 
with her play dough.
SAY • Ever since Adam and Eve sinned when they ate from 

the tree God told them not to eat from, all people 
have been born with sinful hearts. David’s heart was 

• index cards
• colorful markers
• black crayons
• craft sticks

• play dough 
• heart-shaped cookie 

cutters 
• play dough tools
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sinful too. Even though David loved God, he still 
made wrong choices. David told God he was sorry, 
and God forgave David. We have sinful hearts too. 
We cannot obey God perfectly. We need new hearts 
that love God and want to obey Him. When we put 
our trust in Jesus, God forgives our sin and gives us 
new hearts.

Play instruments
Play music and set out an assortment of preschool-friendly 
instruments. Invite preschoolers to play the instruments 
along with the music.
SAY • David wrote a psalm, or song, to tell God he was 

sorry for his sin. God forgave David, but sin always 
has consequences. When we sin, God forgives us 
because Jesus faced the consequences for our sins 
when He died on the cross and came back to life.

 

• instruments
• “He Is King” song 

(optional) 
• “God Alone” song 

(optional) 
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Snack
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Guide preschoolers to clean their areas. Take a restroom 
break and wash hands. Gather preschoolers for snack time. 
Thank God for the snack. 

Serve a snack. As preschoolers eat, invite a preschooler 
to share about a time he forgave someone who hurt him. 
Affirm that both saying we are sorry and forgiving those 
who say they are sorry are not always easy. Explain that 
when we remember that God always forgives us when we 
tell Him we are sorry, we can forgive other people. 

Transition 
When a child finishes her snack, guide her to throw away 
any trash. She may select a book or puzzle to examine, play 
quietly with play dough or a favorite toy, or color the Bible 
story coloring page.

Offer the journal page and invite preschoolers to draw 
a picture of a time they did something wrong. Ask each 
preschooler if he is sorry for what he did. When he affirms, 
ask permission to draw on his paper. Then draw a cross over 
his drawing. Remind preschoolers that like God forgave 
David, God forgives us when we sin. Pray for the children.
SAY • God, You are kind to forgive sinners like us! We sin 

over and over again, but You forgive us over and over 
when we say we are sorry. You even sent Jesus to take 
the consequences for our sins when He died on the 
cross and rose again. Help us to obey You. Amen.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert download 
• snack food
• paper cups and napkins 

• books 
• puzzles
• play dough
• Journal Page printable, 

1 per child 
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page
• crayons
• Big Picture Cards for 

Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and Preschool
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Unit 10  •  Preschool Journal Page

God the King
Key Passage: Psalm 47:7

Big Picture Questions: Who is our King? Jesus is 
our King forever.

Session 1:  Israel Demanded a King  
1 Samuel 8–10 
God chose a king for Israel. 

Session 2:   God Rejected Saul as King 
1 Samuel 13:1-14; 15:1-35 
Saul disobeyed God, so he could not 
be king anymore.

Session 3:   David Was Anointed and Fought 
Goliath 
1 Samuel 16–17 
God gave David power to defeat 
Goliath.

Session 4:   David and Jonathan Became Friends 
1 Samuel 18:1-12; 19:1-10; 20:1-42 
God gave David a friend.

Session 5:   God Made a Covenant with David 
2 Samuel 7 
God said Jesus would be part of 
David’s family.

      Session 6:   David Sinned and Was Restored 
2 Samuel 11:1–12:14; Psalm 51 
God forgave David.



God is the King 
of all the earth; 

sing to him a 
psalm of praise.

Psalm 47:7

Key Passage (NIV)  •  Preschool  •  Unit 10  •  © 2016 LifeWay  OK to Print



Key Passage (KJV)  •  Preschool  •  Unit 10  •  © 2016 LifeWay  OK to Print

God is the 
King of all the 
earth: sing ye 
praises with 

understanding.
Psalm 47:7



Key Passage (HCSB®)  •  Preschool  •  Unit 10  •  © 2016 LifeWay  OK to Print

Sing a song 
 of wisdom, 

for God is King 
of all the earth.

Psalm 47:7
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God is the King 
of all the earth; 

sing praises with 
a psalm!

Psalm 47:7
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God forgave 
David.
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DOWNLOAD THE

TGP FAMILY APP

DOWNLOAD THE

TGP FAMILY APP

KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 47:7

BIG PICTURE QUESTION:

• Who is our King? Jesus is our 
King forever.

BIBLE STORY: 
DAVID SINNED AND WAS 
RESTORED

• David took Uriah’s wife, 
Bathsheba. 

• David tried to cover up his sin. 
• David said he was sorry for his 

sin, and God forgave him.

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS:

• Think about everyone who was 
affected by David’s sin. 

• Tell about a time someone else 
was affected by a wrong choice 
you made.

• Have you ever tried to cover up 
something you did wrong? 

FAMILY ACTIVITY:

• Read Psalm 51:4. Talk about 
how even when our sin effects 
others, our sin is most of all a 
sin against God.

• David took something that did 
not belong to him. Challenge 
each family member to do the 
opposite and give away one 
item that belongs to him or her. 

Preschool Activity Pages
Unit 10, Session 6

I’m Sorry
INSTRUCTIONS: Draw a line from the scene where a kid did something wrong to the scene where he or she showed, “I’m sorry.”  
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MAIN POINT: GOD FORGAVE DAVID. David Sinned and Was Restored
2 Samuel 11:1–12:14; Psalm 51 12
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Who is our 
King?
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Who is our 
King?

Jesus is our King 
forever.
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