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Unit 10
Session 5

Leader BIBLE STUDY

Things were not looking up for David. Saul had tried 
multiple times to kill him, and he had to flee for his life, 
leaving behind his good friend Jonathan. But God had 
appointed David to be king, and God was faithful. Leading 
up to 2 Samuel 7, Jonathan was killed in battle against 
the Philistines. Saul fell on his own sword, and David 
became king of Israel. Then David moved the ark of God to 
Jerusalem.

David settled into his palace, and God gave him peace 
from his enemies. When David looked around, something 
didn’t seem right. He was living in a majestic palace while 
the ark of God was in a tent! David determined to build 

Use Week of:

God Made a Covenant with David

BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Samuel 7
MAIN POINT: God promised that Jesus would come from David’s family.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 47:7-8
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever, and 

He rules over the world.
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Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

God a temple. That night, God gave the prophet, Nathan, 
a message for David. “Have I ever asked you to build Me 
a house?” God said. “Since I brought the Israelites out of 
Egypt, I have dwelled in a tent.”

God reminded David that he used to be a shepherd, but 
God had made him a king! God promised to give the 
Israelites a place to stay so they wouldn’t need to move 
around anymore. God promised to give them rest from 
their enemies so they could stop fighting.

Though God denied David’s desire to build God a house, 
God promised to make a house for David: a dynasty of his 
descendants and an everlasting kingdom.

As you teach kids about God’s covenant to David, help 
them understand the significance of David’s everlasting 
kingdom. God’s promise to David was ultimately fulfilled 
by his most significant descendant, Jesus Christ: “He will be 
great and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the 
Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David. He 
will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and His kingdom 
will have no end” (Luke 1:32-33)
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God Made a Covenant with David
2 Samuel 7

God chose David to be king of Israel, and God gave 
His people a time of peace. One day, David was talking 
with Nathan the prophet. David said, “I live in a palace 
of nice cedar wood. But the ark of God sits inside a tent!” 
It hardly seemed fair. “Shouldn’t God have a nicer house 
than I do?” David wanted to build a temple for the ark of 
God. He told Nathan his plans.

“God is with you. Do what you want!” Nathan said. 
But God did not want David to do whatever he wanted. 
God wanted David to do what God wanted. That night, 
God gave Nathan a message for David. This is what God 
told Nathan to say to David:

“David, are you going to build a house for Me to live 
in? Think about what I have done for My people. I brought 
them out of Egypt. I gave them leaders to guide them. The 
entire time I have been with them, My house has been a 
tent. Did I ever ask anyone to build a temple for Me?

“You used to be a shepherd, David. Don’t you 
remember? But I made you a king. I helped you defeat 
your enemies, and My people now live peacefully in their 
own land. I promise you, David, that you and your 
descendants will be kings. When you die, one of your 
sons will be king. He will be a strong king, and no one will 
be able to take his kingdom away from him. He will build 
a house for Me. I will love him, and I will never leave him. 
When your son dies, his son will be king. The king will 
always be someone in your family.”

Nathan told David everything God said. David went 
into the tent he had set up for the ark of the Lord. He sat 

The BIBLE STORY
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down and prayed.
“Lord God, I don’t deserve anything You have done for 

me, and You promise to do so much more! God, You are 
so great! There is no one like You! You chose the Israelites 
to be Your own people. You rescued them from slavery 
in Egypt.

“God, please keep Your promises to me and my 
descendants. I am confident You will keep Your promises 
because You are trustworthy.”

Christ Connection: God promised David that every future 
king of Israel would come from David’s family, and David’s 
kingdom would last forever. God kept His promise by sending 
His Son, Jesus, to be one of David’s descendants. Jesus is our 
King who will rule over God’s people forever.

WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S WORD? 
GET 

ADVENTURE! 

Invite kids to check out 
this week’s devotionals 

to discover that God 
promised to give David 
rest from his enemies. 
(2 Sam. 7:11) Jesus 

asks sinners to come to 
Him, and He will give 
us rest. (Matt. 11:29) 

Order in bulk, subscribe 
quarterly, or purchase 
individually. For more 
information, check out 

www.lifeway.com/
devotionals.
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Small Group OPENING

SESSION TITLE: God Made a Covenant with David
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Samuel 7
MAIN POINT: God promised that Jesus would come from David’s family.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 47:7-8
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever, and 

He rules over the world.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. As kids arrive, ask them to share 
about a time that someone made a special promise to them 
and kept the promise. Maybe it was a promise to take a 
trip or give a specific gift. How did the kids feel when the 
promise was kept?
SAY • When someone makes a promise to us, we often get 

excited while we wait for the promise to be kept. 
What happens if that person breaks the promise? 
We’re pretty disappointed, right? But we don’t have 
to worry about that with God. God always keeps His 
promises. Today we are going to learn about a special 
promise called a covenant that God made to David.

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete “The Line of David” maze on the 
activity page. Encourage the children to navigate the maze 
to find members of David’s family.
SAY • God had a special plan for His people. It included 

members of David’s family before and after David 
lived, and it includes us today!

• “The Line of David” 
activity page, 1 per kid

• pencils or markers

74 Younger Kids Leader Guide
Unit 10 • Session 5

© 2016 LifeWay



Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Decorate a throne
Provide the kids with materials to decorate a chair in your 
classroom. Help them work together to create a plan for 
their throne and build it. Allow them to be as creative as 
possible, assisting only as needed.
SAY • This is a beautiful, unique throne! In today’s story, 

God made a promise to David. This throne is a hint! 
Be sure to listen in large group to figure out how this 
throne is part of God’s promise.

OPTION 2: Musical chairs
Set up chairs in a circle, one less than the number of people 
playing. Designate one chair as the throne. You may choose 
to do this by decorating one chair with ribbons, streamers, 
or other decorations. Play musical chairs according to the 
traditional rules until the only chair left is the throne.
SAY • Great job, everyone. What’s different about this last 

chair? It’s a throne. God made a promise to David in 
today’s story and it had to do with the throne. Listen 
carefully to see what God promised David.

Transition to large group

• chair
• decorating items, such 

as ribbons, artificial 
flowers, stickers, 
blankets, etc.

• chairs
• decorations (optional)
• “He Is King” song 

(optional)

LOW PREP
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as your kids arrive, and set it to 
end as large group time begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Large Group Leader enters wearing a crown and royal robe, 
while carrying a scepter and a personal family photo. If there 
is a throne from opening activities, Leader may choose to sit in 
it.]
LEADER • Hi, everyone! I love my family so much. Look at 

this awesome picture of my family. [Make a big deal 
about your picture and take time to show the picture so 
every child can see.]

Did you know that God created families from the 
very beginning? He knew we would need people 
around us to care for us, support us, and grow 
with us. No family is perfect, but God can use our 
families even though they are imperfect. Families are 
a special gift from God.

Giant timeline (1 minute)

LEADER • I could go on and on all day about my family, 
but I guess we had better get to our Bible story. 

• countdown video

• leader attire
• family photo

• Giant Timeline

Large Group LEADER

SESSION TITLE: God Made a Covenant with David
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Samuel 7
MAIN POINT: God promised that Jesus would come from David’s family.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 47:7-8
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever, and 

He rules over the world.
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[Use the giant timeline to briefly review previous Bible 
stories. Point out today’s Bible story.] Can someone 
read the title of today’s lesson on our timeline? It 
says, “God Made a Covenant with David.” The word 
covenant means a special agreement or promise. I 
wonder what special promise God made to David.

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • Do you think the promise has anything to do 
with our big picture question? Let’s look at it again. 
Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever, and He 
rules over the world.

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to 2 Samuel 7. Tell the Bible story in your 
own words, or show the Bible story video “God Made a 
Covenant with David.”
LEADER • I love how God chooses to bless us in surprising 

ways. David wanted to build God a temple. David 
lived in a palace, and he knew God deserved 
something more glorious than a tent. God was way 
more important than David. David wanted to honor 
God because he loved God.

But God had a different plan. God was ready to 
bless and honor David instead. God made a special 
promise to David that a member of David’s family 
would always be king. In Bible times, another 
person could defeat a king to become the new king 
in his place. God’s promise meant that God would 
protect David’s family for years to come. Even more 
importantly, God promised that Jesus would come 
from David’s family.

• Bibles
• “God Made a Covenant 

with David” video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Main Point Poster
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God promised David that every future king of 
Israel would come from David’s family, and David’s 
kingdom would last forever. God kept His promise 
by sending His Son, Jesus, to be one of David’s 
descendants. 

It is through Jesus and His sacrifice on the cross 
that we get to be part of God’s family. When we 
believe and trust in Jesus, we become children of 
God. Jesus is our King who will never die; He will 
rule over God’s people forever. That’s a promise you 
can trust.

Ask the following review questions:
1. True or false: David and the people of Israel were in 

a time of war. (False, God had given His people peace; 
2 Sam. 7:1)

2. What did David want to do for God? (build Him a 
temple, 2 Sam. 7:2)

3. True or false: Nathan told David he could build God 
a temple. (Both! Nathan said David could do what 
was on his heart, but God told Nathan to tell David a 
different message; 2 Sam. 7:3,17)

4. Who would build God a temple? (David’s son, 
2 Sam. 7:12-13)

5. How did David respond to God’s promise? (He went 
to the tabernacle and prayed, 2 Sam. 7:18)

6. How did God keep His promise? (God sent Jesus as 
a descendant of David to be King forever, Matt. 1:1-17)

The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me (optional)

Use Scripture and the guide provided with this session to 
explain to boys and girls how to become a Christian. Assign 
individuals to meet with kids who have more questions. 

Tip: Provide I’m a 
Christian Now for new 
Christians to take home 
and complete with 
their families.
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Encourage boys and girls to ask their parents, small 
group leaders, or other Christian adults any questions they 
may have about becoming a Christian.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together Psalm 47:7-8.
LEADER • God made a special promise to David to make 

one of his descendants king forever. Our key passage 
reminds us that Jesus is our King forever, and He 
rules over the world.

Sing the key passage song.

Discussion starter video (4 minutes) 

LEADER • What do you think it would feel like to learn you 
did something amazing without even trying? Think 
about that question as you watch this next video.

Show the “Unit 10, Session 5” discussion starter video. Ask 
if the kid was trying to help everyone with his creation. 
Ask them if he probably felt proud, special, humble, 
unimportant, blessed, or some other feeling.
LEADER • Who is God’s plan really about? (Jesus) Did David 

deserve to be chosen for God’s plan? (no) Do you 
think David felt honored to be included in it? (yes) 
How can we play a part in God’s plans today?

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • God is faithful and true. Let’s worship Him 
because He is King of kings and Lord of lords.

Sing together “He Is King.”

• Key Passage Slide or 
Poster

• “God Alone” song

• “Unit 10, Session 5” 
discussion starter 
video

• “He Is King” song
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Pray (2 minutes)

LEADER • We serve an amazing God! He has proven to be 
faithful over and over again. We can trust that He 
will always be faithful. Who is our King? Jesus is 
our King forever, and He rules over the world. Let’s 
pray and thank God that we can trust Him to keep 
His promises to us.

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to small groups.

Dismiss to small groups
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus.
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Small Group LEADER

SESSION TITLE: God Made a Covenant with David 
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Samuel 7
MAIN POINT: God promised that Jesus would come from David’s family.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 47:7-8
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever, and 

He rules over the world.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Using the throne from either opening activity, place it 
on one side of the room. Instruct the children to line up 
shoulder to shoulder on the opposite side of the room, 
facing the throne or chair. Explain that the first kid will say 
the first word of the key passage and take one giant step. 
The next kid in line will say the next word and take another 
giant step.

If a kid doesn’t say the next word correctly, he must 
stay in place and the next kid will continue the key passage 
where it left off. Continue saying the key passage until one 
kid reaches the chair.
SAY • God promised David that one of his family members 

would always sit on the throne. Who is our King? 
Jesus is our King forever, and He rules over the 
world. 

Bible story review & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to 2 Samuel 7. Briefly review the Bible 
story or invite kids to read it in their Bibles. 
SAY • In today’s story, God made a covenant, or promise, 

with David. What was that promise? [Invite kids to 
respond.] Yes, God promised that every future king 

• Key Passage Poster
• throne (from Small 

Group Opening) or 
other chair

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Main Point Poster
• strips of paper
• marker
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of Israel would come from David’s family. One day 
Jesus would come as a member of David’s family, and 
Jesus would be King forever. God actually made a 
similar promise to Abraham. Let me show you what 
I mean.

Write Abraham on a strip of paper and allow a child to tape 
or staple it into a circle. Refer to previous Bible stories on 
the small group timeline as you encourage the kids to name 
the family members from Abraham to David, writing each 
name on a slip of paper and connecting it to the chain. 

You may choose to review Matthew 1:1-17 and 
Luke 3:23-37. You may need to briefly explain some of the 
people who come after David. End with Jesus as the last 
link.
SAY • God is faithful in keeping His promises. God 

promised Abraham many descendants, and that 
Abraham’s family would bless the world. Jesus is 
the blessing God promised! Jesus was born into 
Abraham’s family and died to rescue us from sin.

The people who came before Jesus couldn’t see the 
whole story. They had to trust God in faith. Today 
we have the Bible, so we can see that God is always 
faithful, but we still need to trust Jesus in faith, that 
He is all we need to be forgiven of our sins and be a 
part of God’s family.

Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Family prayer sticks
SAY • God made a promise to David to bless David’s family. 

God wants to bless our families too. One way God 
can bless our families is through us. We can pray 
for our families and the people we love. Today we’re 

Option: Retell or review 
the Bible story using 
the bolded text of the 
Bible story script.

• craft sticks
• markers
• stickers (optonal)
• zip-top bags or cups 

(optional)

LOW PREP
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going to make prayer sticks to remind us to pray for 
our families.

Demonstrate to the children how to write the name of a 
family member or loved one on a stick. Kids may decorate 
the stick with stickers or draw images to remind them of 
their loved one. Kids may also decorate a bag or cup and 
place the sticks inside.
SAY • Each day, pull out one stick and pray specifically 

for that person. God hears your prayers and knows 
exactly what your loved ones need. You can be part 
of God’s plan to bless your family.

OPTION 2: Four square
Use tape to make a large square on the floor. Divide the 
square into four smaller squares by placing two strips of 
tape across the middle of the large square, one from top to 
bottom, and one side to side. Choose one of the smaller 
squares and mark it with a K, or a star, or some other 
symbol. This will represent the “King” square.

Ask the kids to line up. The first four players will then 
occupy the four squares of the court. The kid in the King 
square starts play by dropping the ball in his square so that 
it bounces once, then bumping the ball to another square. 
Players continue bouncing the playground ball between the 
four squares of the court. The ball must bounce exactly one 
time in a square before being bumped to another square. 
If a kid allows multiple (or zero) bounces in his square that 
child is out. Whenever the ball bounces outside the court, 
the kid in whichever square it bounced in last is out. If it 
bounces out off a kid’s body, she is out.

Each child who is “out” leaves the court for the back 
of the line, and the remaining kids rotate clockwise in the 

• masking tape
• playground ball(s)

Tip:  For larger groups, 
you may want to 
make multiple courts. 
Try to keep the ratios 
between 4 and 8 kids 
per court.
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court. The next kid in line will step in to the lowest rank 
square, which will be empty. The object is to become king 
and remain king as long as possible, by not being knocked 
out.
SAY • In four square, you are trying to work your way to 

the King square and stay there as long as possible. 
But you have to be careful! One mistake and you 
could end up at the bottom! 

God’s promise to David was not like that. God 
was going to protect David’s family and send Jesus, 
a perfect King. Jesus will never be knocked from His 
throne. He is King forever!

Journal and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute each child’s journal and instruct the kids to write 
about or draw pictures of what it means for Jesus to be King 
forever.
SAY • Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever, and 

He rules over the world. God kept His promise 
to David by sending His Son, Jesus. Jesus was a 
descendant of David and is the King over everything. 
Sometimes we ignore Jesus or act like He is not our 
King, but that doesn’t change the fact that Jesus rules 
over everything!

Make sure each child secures this week’s sheet in the journal, 
and then collect them. Keep the journals in the classroom 
so they will be available every week or as often as you wish 
to use them. 

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the coloring page provided with this session. Pray, 
thanking God for accepting us into His family. 

• pencils
• Journal Page
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid
• crayons or markers

Tip: Give parents this 
week’s Big Picture Cards 
for Families to allow 
families to interact with 
the biblical content at 
home.
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 © 2016 LifeWay  •  OK to Print 
Unit 10  •  Kids Journal Page

God the King
Key Passage: Psalm 47:7-8

Big Picture Questions: Who is our King? Jesus is 
our King forever, and He rules over the world.

Session 1:  Israel Demanded a King 
1 Samuel 8–10 
God chose Saul as Israel’s first king. 

Session 2:  God Rejected Saul as King 
1 Samuel 13:1-14; 15:1-35 
God rejected Saul as king because of 
his sin.

Session 3:  David Was Anointed and Fought 
Goliath 
1 Samuel 16–17 
God gave David power to defeat 
Goliath.

Session 4:  David and Jonathan Became Friends 
1 Samuel 18:1-12; 19:1-10; 20:1-42 
God used Jonathan to save David’s life.

Session 5:  God Made a Covenant with David 
2 Samuel 7 
God promised that Jesus would come 
from David’s family.

          Session 6:  David Sinned and Was Restored 
2 Samuel 11:1–12:14; Psalm 51 
God forgave David when he 
repented of his sin.



Key Passage (HCSB®)  •  Kids  •  Unit 10  •  © 2016 LifeWay  OK to Print

Sing a song of wisdom, for 
God is King of all the earth. 
God reigns over the nations; 

God is seated on His holy 
throne.

Psalm 47:7-8



Key Passage (KJV)  •  Kids  •  Unit 10  •  © 2016 LifeWay  OK to Print

For God is the King of all 
the earth: sing ye praises 
with understanding. God 

reigneth over the heathen: 
God sitteth upon the throne 

of his holiness.
Psalm 47:7-8



Key Passage (ESV)  •  Kids  •  Unit 10  •  © 2016 LifeWay  OK to Print

For God is the King of all the 
earth; sing praises with a 

psalm! God reigns over the 
nations; God sits on his  

holy throne.
Psalm 47:7-8



For God is the King of all the 
earth; sing to him a psalm of 
praise. God reigns over the 

nations; God is seated on his 
holy throne.
Psalm 47:7-8

Key Passage (NIV)  •  Kids  •  Unit 10  •  © 2016 LifeWay  OK to Print
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God promised 
that Jesus 

would come 
from David’s 

family.
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DOWNLOAD THE

TGP FAMILY APP

KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 47:7-8

BIG PICTURE QUESTION:

• Who is our King? Jesus is our 
King forever and He rules over 
everything.

BIBLE STORY: 
GOD MADE A COVENANT WITH 
DAVID

• God gave David’s kingdom 
peace. 

• David wanted to build a temple 
for God.

• God told David not to build 
a temple, but that David’s son 
would build it instead.

• God promised that Jesus would 
come from David’s family.

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS:

•  Why did David want to build a 
temple for God?

•  Why do you think God stopped 
David from building a temple?

•  How do you think David felt, 
knowing about God’s promise 
to send the Messiah through 
David’s family?

FAMILY ACTIVITY:

• Work with your kids to do 
some research about your family 
tree. Pray for family members 
that don’t know Jesus.

Younger Kids Activity Pages
Unit 10, Session 5

The Line of David
INSTRUCTIONS: Trace David’s family back to Adam and forward to Jesus. You will pass through pictures of David’s family.

9



MAIN POINT: GOD PROMISED THAT JESUS 
WOULD COME FROM DAVID’S FAMILY.

God Made a Covenant with David
2 Samuel 7 10
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Who is our 
King?



Big Picture Question and Answer  •  Kids  •  Unit 10  •  © 2016 LifeWay OK to Print

Who is our 
King?

Jesus is our King 
forever, and He rules 

over the world.
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