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UNIT 10
Session 2

Leader BIBLE STUDY

By all appearances, Saul was a good choice as king. He was 
tall, handsome, and blessed by God. But Saul forgot that his 
kingship was from God. Saul made some mistakes that cost 
him his throne.

In 1 Samuel 13, Saul sinned by burning offerings in 
Samuel’s absence. That moment was an important test 
for Saul. According to Samuel, the Lord would have 
permanently established Saul’s reign if Saul had obeyed. 
Instead, God would appoint a king who was loyal to Him. 
(1 Sam. 13:13-14)

Use Week of:

God Rejected Saul as King

BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Samuel 13:1-14; 15:1-35
MAIN POINT: Saul disobeyed God, so he could not be king anymore.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 47:7
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever.

SMALL GROUP OPENING 
(15–20 MINUTES)

PAGE 22

LARGE GROUP BIBLE STUDY 
(10–15 MINUTES)
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SMALL GROUP ACTIVITIES 
(20–25 MINUTES)
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Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Saul sinned again when his troops battled the Amalekites. 
God told Saul to destroy the Amalekites completely. 
The Amalekites were enemies of God’s people. (See 
Deut. 25:17-19.) But Saul spared Agag the king and kept 
the best livestock and cattle. They destroyed the worthless 
things.

When Samuel arrived, Saul proudly said, “I have carried out 
the Lord’s instructions!” Samuel asked him about the sheep, 
the cattle, and King Agag. But Saul still insisted that he had 
obeyed; he planned to offer the sheep and cattle to the Lord 
as a sacrifice.

“To obey is better than sacrifice … Because you have 
rejected the word of the Lord, He has rejected you as 
king!” Samuel said. (1 Sam. 15:22-23) After they returned 
to Israel, Samuel never visited Saul again, and the Lord 
regretted making Saul king.

As you teach, help guide the preschoolers to understand 
that all earthly kings like Saul are imperfect. But we can see 
how those kings point us to the perfect King, Jesus, who 
carried out His Father’s instructions without fail.
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God Rejected Saul as King
1 Samuel 13:1-14; 15:1-35

When Saul became king of Israel, he built an army. One 
day, Saul took a group of soldiers with him into the hills. 
Saul’s son, Jonathan, took another group of soldiers to a 
nearby city.

Jonathan and his army ran into a group of Philistines. 
The Philistines were enemies of Israel. They did not get 
along with God’s people. Jonathan and his army fought 
with some of the Philistines, and the soldiers destroyed one 
of the Philistines’ army camps.

The Philistines were mad! They were ready to go to 
war against the Israelites. The Israelites were afraid. The 
Philistines had more soldiers, more chariots, and more 
horses than the Israelites. Surely they would win! So 
some of the Israelites hid in caves.

King Saul did not know what to do. Maybe if he 
made a sacrifice to God, then God would help them. But 
Saul was not allowed to make sacrifices. Only Samuel 
was supposed to do that. Saul waited and waited for 
Samuel to come. He waited for seven days, but Samuel 
did not come. So Saul made the sacrifice himself. Then 
Samuel came.

“Saul, what are you doing?” Samuel asked.
“You were not here, and the soldiers started to leave. I 

asked God for help to fight the Philistines,” Saul said.
“You have done the wrong thing by offering the 

sacrifice,” Samuel said. “You will not be king for very 
long. God is going to find someone else to be king, 
someone who obeys Him.”

The BIBLE STORY
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Later, God spoke to Samuel. God wanted Saul to fight 
the Amalekites. God said that when the Israelites won the 
battle, they should destroy everything, even the animals. 
So the Israelites fought the Amalekites, and they won the 
battle. But Saul did not do what God wanted him to do. 
He kept the best cattle, sheep, and animals. The army 
only destroyed the things nobody wanted.

God said to Samuel, “If Saul doesn’t obey Me, I do 
not want him to be king.”

Samuel told Saul that God was angry with him. Saul 
was sad. He wanted to be king, but God was going to give 
Israel a new king, a king who obeyed God.

Christ Connection: King Saul offered a sacrifice that only 
the priest was allowed to give. God rejected Saul as king, but 
He had a plan to send His Son, Jesus. King Jesus never sinned, 
and He gave His life as the perfect sacrifice for us.

WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S WORD? 
GET 

MORE!

Invite preschoolers 
to check out this 

week’s devotionals 
to see how Jonathan 

trusted in God 
when Saul trusted 

in his own strength. 
Jonathan trusted 
God, and the Lord 
saved His people. 

(1 Sam. 14:23) Order 
in bulk, subscribe 

quarterly, or purchase 
individually. For 

more information, 
check out 

www.lifeway.com/
devotionals.
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Small Group OPENING

SESSION TITLE: God Rejected Saul as King
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Samuel 13:1-14; 15:1-35
MAIN POINT: Saul disobeyed God, so he could not be king anymore.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 47:7
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever.

Welcome time
Play the unit theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect offering at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Invite preschoolers to find the seven Israelite soldiers hiding 
in the cave and circle them.
SAY • In today’s Bible story, the Israelites were afraid of the 

Philistines. Some of the Israelite soldiers hid in caves. 
King Saul did not know what to do, and he made a 
wrong choice. Let’s find out what that was.

Play “Mother, May I?”
Select a child to be Mother. Invite the rest of the group to 
line up shoulder to shoulder across the room from Mother. 
Invite children to take turns asking Mother if they may take 
a certain number of a certain type of step (regular, giant, 
baby, bunny hops, frog hops, and so forth). Mother will 
respond with “Yes, you may” or “No, you may not.” If a 

• “He Is King” song
• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert download
• favorite toys related to 

the Bible story theme

• “Afraid in a Cave” activity 
page, 1 per child

• pencils or crayons

LOW PREP
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child forgets to ask “Mother, may I?” he must return to 
where he started. The first child to reach Mother wins the 
game and becomes Mother for the next round.
SAY • To win at “Mother, May I?” you have to obey 

what Mother tells you to do. Obeying can be very 
important. Obeying God is especially important. 
Saul did not obey God in today’s Bible story. Let’s 
find out what happened.

Open gifts
Wrap “good” gifts and “bad” gifts and display them for 
preschoolers to see. Wrap some “good” gifts in plain paper 
bags and some “bad” gifts in fancy wrapping. Write a 
number on each gift. Then write those same numbers 
on strips of paper and place the strips in a basket. Guide 
preschoolers to draw a number from the basket and open 
the corresponding gift one at a time.
SAY • Some of the gifts that looked good on the outside 

did not have good gifts inside. Some of the gifts that 
did not look good on the outside did have good gifts 
inside. The Israelites thought having a king would be 
a good thing. On the outside, King Saul even looked 
like a good king, but we will find out in today’s Bible 
story, that on the inside, Saul did not have a heart to 
obey God. 

Transition to Bible study
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, flip off the 
lights, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 
Invite preschoolers to “sneak” to Bible study like scared 
Israelite soldiers.

• good gifts (small toys 
or candies)

• bad gifts (broken stick, 
banana peel, empty 
wrapper)

• wrapping paper or 
gift bags

• brown sacks
• tape
• strips of paper
• marker
• basket

Tip: Prevent tears by 
explaining gifts are 
for the activity only 
and not to keep or 
take home.

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Introduce the Bible story
Invite preschoolers to sit. Then sit in silence. When the 
preschoolers begin to question you, say, “Let’s wait.”
SAY • Waiting can be hard sometimes. We are impatient 

people. In today’s Bible story, King Saul waited on 
Samuel. King Saul got tired of waiting and made a 
wrong choice. Let’s find out what he did. 

Watch or tell the Bible story
Place a bookmark at 1 Samuel in your Bible. Invite a 
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • The Bible has God’s words in it. Everything in it really 

happened. The Bible is true. Today’s Bible story comes 
from the Book of 1 Samuel.

Show the Bible story video “God Rejected Saul as King” 
or tell the Bible story in your own words using the script 
provided. Use the bolded version for younger preschoolers.

Talk about the Bible story
SAY • King Saul was not a good king. He kept disobeying 

God. Saul disobeyed God, so he could not be king 
anymore. God planned to give Israel a new king, a 

• bookmark
• Bible 
• “God Rejected Saul as 

King” video
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

Large Group LEADER

SESSION TITLE: God Rejected Saul as King
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Samuel 13:1-14; 15:1-35
MAIN POINT: Saul disobeyed God, so he could not be king anymore.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 47:7
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever.
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king who obeyed God.
Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline or big 
story circle as you ask the following review questions: 

1. Who was the only one allowed to make sacrifices to 
God? (a priest, Samuel) 

2. Should Saul have offered the sacrifice to God? (no) 
3. What should Saul have done instead of offering the 

sacrifice himself? (waited for Samuel to come)
4. Did Saul destroy everything that belonged to the 

Amalekites like God said to do? (No, he kept the best 
cattle, sheep, and animals.)

5. Why did God not want Saul to be king anymore? 
(Saul did not obey Him.) 

Learn the big picture question
SAY • Saul was not a perfect king. He was not even a good 

king. He sinned when he disobeyed God. We have a 
better king than Saul. Who is our King? Jesus is our 
King forever. Unlike Saul, Jesus never sinned. King 
Jesus gave His life as the perfect sacrifice for sin. 

Practice the key passage 
Open your Bible to Psalm 47:7. Read the key passage aloud. 
SAY • God is King of all the earth. Kings and rulers only 

have the power God gives to them. God created the 
world and He rules over it. Let’s sing a song like our 
key passage tells us to do. 

Sing together the key passage song, “God Alone.”

Transition to small groups 

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Key Passage Poster
• “God Alone” song

25God the King

© 2016 LifeWay



Small Group ACTIVITIES

SESSION TITLE: God Rejected Saul as King 
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Samuel 13:1-14; 15:1-35
MAIN POINT: Saul disobeyed God, so he could not be king anymore.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 47:7
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever.

Destroy blocks
Invite preschoolers to build structures with blocks. Explain 
that when you shout “Destroy!” preschoolers should knock 
their block structures down so that no block is left on top of 
another. Make sure an adult is close at hand for safety and 
remind preschoolers to knock down their own blocks only. 
SAY • God said that when the Israelites defeated the 

Amalekites, they must destroy everything. Saul did 
not obey. He kept the best cattle, sheep, and animals. 
The army only destroyed the things nobody wanted. 
Saul disobeyed God, so he could not be king 
anymore. Samuel told Saul that God was angry 
with him. Saul was sad. He wanted to be king, but 
God was going to give Israel a new king, a king who 
obeyed God.

Draw seven ways to obey
Display a large sheet of paper for preschoolers to see. 
Remind preschoolers that Saul waited seven days for Samuel 
before he made the wrong choice to offer the sacrifice 
to God.

Use a marker to divide the large sheet of paper into 

• blocks

LOW PREP

• large piece of paper
• markers 
• crayons
• magazines (optional) 
• scissors (optional) 
• glue sticks (optional)
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seven sections and label each one with a number. For older 
preschoolers, consider labeling each section with a different 
day of the week. Explain to preschoolers that they will fill 
each of the seven sections with ways to obey God.

Invite preschoolers to share ways they can obey God. 
Provide markers and crayons and invite each preschooler 
to draw one of the ways they named. Ask questions and 
comment on preschoolers’ artwork as they work. Provide 
pictures for younger preschoolers to glue.
SAY • Saul disobeyed God, so he could not be king 

anymore. Every day, we have a new day to obey 
God, but even on our very best days, we still sin. We 
are not perfect. We deserve to be rejected like Saul, 
but God does not reject us. God loves us and sent 
His Son, Jesus, to save us from sin. King Jesus never 
sinned, and He gave His life as the perfect sacrifice 
for us.

Play a memory game 
Cut out two of each type of crown from the “Crowns” 
printable. Mix up the crowns and arrange them in a grid, 
faceup for younger preschoolers or facedown for older 
preschoolers.

Invite preschoolers to take turns turning over two cards 
at a time to find a match. Play until all the matches have 
been uncovered.
SAY • Saul disobeyed God, so he could not be king 

anymore. King Saul offered a sacrifice that only the 
priest was allowed to give. God rejected Saul as king, 
but He had a plan to send His Son, Jesus. King Jesus 
never sinned, and He gave His life as the perfect 
sacrifice for us.

• “Crowns” printable

Tip: Allow older 
preschoolers to 
examine the cards 
before flipping them  
facedown.
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Hide in caves
Arrange tables and chairs and then cover them with 
blankets to create “caves.” Invite preschoolers to “hide” in 
the caves like the Israelite soldiers. Place several Bibles inside 
the cave for preschoolers to thumb through as they hide.
SAY • Some of the Israelites hid in caves because they were 

afraid of the Philistines. King Saul did not know 
what to do, so he offered a sacrifice to God. But only 
a priest like Samuel was supposed to do that. Saul 
disobeyed God, so he could not be king anymore. 
God rejected Saul as king, but He had a plan to send 
His Son, Jesus. King Jesus never sinned, and He gave 
His life as the perfect sacrifice for us.

Dig for animals
Fill a plastic tub with a few inches of sand or rice and place 
it on a tablecloth-covered table. Hide plastic cows, sheep, 
and other animals in the sand or rice. Provide sand toys 
for preschoolers to use while they dig in the sand or rice to 
uncover the animals.
SAY • God said the Israelites should destroy everything that 

belonged to the Amalekites, even the animals. But 
Saul kept the best cattle, sheep, and animals. Saul 
disobeyed God, so he could not be king anymore. 
The king of Israel needed to be someone who obeyed 
God. God planned to give the Israelites a king who 
obeyed God perfectly—His Son, Jesus. King Jesus 
never sinned, and He gave His life as the perfect 
sacrifice for us.

• blankets 
• tables and chairs

• plastic tub
• tablecloth
• sand or rice
• plastic cows, sheep, and 

other animals
• sand toys
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Snack
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Guide preschoolers to clean their areas. Take a restroom 
break and wash hands. Gather preschoolers for snack time. 
Thank God for the snack. 

As you serve snack, instruct preschoolers to wait to 
eat their snack until you tell them they may do so. When 
you finally give preschoolers permission to eat their snack, 
remind them that Saul got tired of waiting on Samuel and 
offered the sacrifice himself. That was sin. Saul disobeyed 
God, so he could not be king anymore.

Transition 
When a child finishes her snack, guide her to throw away 
any trash. She may select a book or puzzle to examine, play 
quietly with play dough or a favorite toy, or color the Bible 
story coloring page.

Offer the journal page and invite preschoolers to draw a 
picture of a way they can obey God. Pray for the children.
SAY • God, we do not want to be like Saul. We want to 

have hearts to love You and obey You. Thank You 
that when we put our trust in Jesus, You change our 
hearts. Thank You for sending King Jesus to give His 
life as the perfect sacrifice for our sin. Amen.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert download 
• snack food
• paper cups and napkins 

• books 
• puzzles
• play dough
• Journal Page printable, 

1 per child 
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page
• crayons
• Big Picture Cards for 

Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and Preschool
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God the King
Key Passage: Psalm 47:7

Big Picture Questions: Who is our King? Jesus is 
our King forever.

Session 1:  Israel Demanded a King  
1 Samuel 8–10 
God chose a king for Israel. 

Session 2:   God Rejected Saul as King 
1 Samuel 13:1-14; 15:1-35 
Saul disobeyed God, so he could not 
be king anymore.

Session 3:   David Was Anointed and Fought 
Goliath 
1 Samuel 16–17 
God gave David power to defeat 
Goliath.

Session 4:   David and Jonathan Became Friends 
1 Samuel 18:1-12; 19:1-10; 20:1-42 
God gave David a friend.

Session 5:   God Made a Covenant with David 
2 Samuel 7 
God said Jesus would be part of 
David’s family.

      Session 6:   David Sinned and Was Restored 
2 Samuel 11:1–12:14; Psalm 51 
God forgave David.



God is the King 
of all the earth; 

sing to him a 
psalm of praise.

Psalm 47:7

Key Passage (NIV)  •  Preschool  •  Unit 10  •  © 2016 LifeWay  OK to Print
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God is the 
King of all the 
earth: sing ye 
praises with 

understanding.
Psalm 47:7
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Sing a song 
 of wisdom, 

for God is King 
of all the earth.

Psalm 47:7
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God is the King 
of all the earth; 

sing praises with 
a psalm!

Psalm 47:7
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Saul disobeyed 
God, so he could 

not be king 
anymore.
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DOWNLOAD THE

TGP FAMILY APP

DOWNLOAD THE

TGP FAMILY APP

KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 47:7

BIG PICTURE QUESTION:

• Who is our King? Jesus is our 
King forever.

BIBLE STORY: 
GOD REJECTED SAUL AS KING

• Saul offered a sacrifice to God 
only Samuel was allowed to 
offer. 

• Saul disobeyed God by keeping 
the best of what belonged to the 
Amalekites. 

• God said Saul could not be king 
anymore.

• God was going to give Israel a 
new king.

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS:

• Why was it important that the 
king obey God?

• Why is it important that we 
obey God? 

•  Can you think of a King whom 
God will never reject? 

FAMILY ACTIVITY:

• Identify a nation ruled by a 
king or queen on a map or 
globe. Pray for the people of 
that nation and believers living 
there. Talk about how God is in 
control of all kingdoms. 

Preschool Activity Pages
Unit 10, Session 2

Afraid in a Cave
INSTRUCTIONS: Circle the seven Israelite soldiers hiding in the cave. 
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MAIN POINT: SAUL DISOBEYED GOD, SO HE COULD NOT BE 
KING ANYMORE.

God Rejected Saul as King
1 Samuel 13:1-14; 15:1-35 4
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Who is our 
King?
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Who is our 
King?

Jesus is our King 
forever.



Crowns
Instructions: Print and use as directed in the Preschool Leader Guide.
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Crowns
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Crowns
Instructions: Print and use as directed in the Preschool Leader Guide.
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