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UNIT 10
Session 2

Leader BIBLE STUDY

By all appearances, Saul was a good choice as king. He was 
tall, handsome, and blessed by God. But Saul forgot that his 
kingship was from God. Saul made some mistakes that cost 
him his throne.

In 1 Samuel 13, Saul sinned by burning offerings in 
Samuel’s absence. That moment was an important test 
for Saul. According to Samuel, the Lord would have 
permanently established Saul’s reign if Saul had obeyed. 
Instead, God would appoint a king who was loyal to Him. 
(1 Sam. 13:13-14)

Unit 10 • Session 2

Use Week of:

God Rejected Saul as King

BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Samuel 13:1-14; 15:1-35
MAIN POINT: God rejected Saul as king because of his sin.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 47:7-8
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever, and 

He rules over the world. 

SMALL GROUP OPENING 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 26

LARGE GROUP BIBLE STUDY 
(25–30 MINUTES)
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SMALL GROUP ACTIVITIES 
(25–30 MINUTES)
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Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Saul sinned again when his troops battled the Amalekites. 
God told Saul to destroy the Amalekites completely. 
The Amalekites were enemies of God’s people. (See 
Deut. 25:17-19.) But Saul spared Agag the king and kept 
the best livestock and cattle. They destroyed the worthless 
things.

When Samuel arrived, Saul proudly said, “I have carried out 
the Lord’s instructions!” Samuel asked him about the sheep, 
the cattle, and King Agag. But Saul still insisted that he had 
obeyed; he planned to offer the sheep and cattle to the Lord 
as a sacrifice.

“To obey is better than sacrifice … Because you have 
rejected the word of the Lord, He has rejected you as 
king!” Samuel said. (1 Sam. 15:22-23) After they returned 
to Israel, Samuel never visited Saul again, and the Lord 
regretted making Saul king.

As you teach, help guide the kids to understand that all 
earthly kings like Saul are imperfect. But we can see how 
those kings point us to the perfect King, Jesus, who carried 
out His Father’s instructions without fail.

23God the King

005508641_OlderKidsLeaderGuide_SUM16.indb   23 12/1/15   9:09 AM

© 2016 LifeWay



God Rejected Saul as King
1 Samuel 13:1-14; 15:1-35

Saul was king over Israel. He gathered an army 
and took some of the men into the hill country. The 
Philistines, enemies of Israel, were in the land. Saul’s son 
Jonathan took some other men to destroy a Philistine army 
camp. The attack made the Philistines mad!

The Philistines came out to fight the Israelites. They 
had more chariots, more horses, and more soldiers. The 
Israelites were outnumbered. They were all afraid; some 
of them hid.

Saul wanted to ask God for help. Maybe if he made 
an offering to God, they would win the battle. But only 
the priests were allowed to give offerings to God. Saul 
waited for Samuel, but Samuel did not come. His soldiers 
started to leave, so Saul decided to make an offering to 
God himself.

Then Samuel showed up. “Saul, what are you doing?” 
Samuel asked.

“You hadn’t come, and the men were leaving me. I 
wanted to ask for God’s help before we went into battle 
against the Philistines,” Saul replied.

“You have disobeyed God,” Samuel said. Saul was 
king, not a priest. It was a sin for Saul to make the sacrifice! 
“You will not be king much longer. God is going to find 
someone obedient to be king.”

Some time later, Samuel came to Saul with a message 
from God. God wanted Saul to attack the Amalekites. 
God said to kill all of the people and all of the animals. 
So Saul and his army fought the Amalekites. They 
won, but they did not destroy everything like God 

The BIBLE STORY
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commanded. Saul only destroyed the worthless things 
and things he didn’t want.

God told Samuel, “I regret that I made Saul king because 
he does not obey Me.” Samuel confronted Saul and told 
him what God had said.

“I did obey Him!” Saul argued. “I only saved the best 
animals to sacrifice to the Lord.”

“Does God care more about obedience or sacrifices?” 
Samuel asked. “You rejected His instruction, so God has 
rejected you as king.”

Saul admitted his sin and pleaded for forgiveness. 
“God has taken away your kingship today, and he is giving 
it to another king,” Samuel said. Samuel left, and God was 
sorry He had made Saul the king of Israel.

Christ Connection: King Saul sinned by giving a sacrifice 
that only the priest was allowed to give. God rejected Saul as 
king, but He had a plan to send His Son, Jesus. King Jesus gave 
up His own life as a good and perfect sacrifice so sinners would 
be forgiven and accepted.

WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S WORD? 
GET 

BIBLE EXPRESS!

Invite kids to check 
out this week’s 

devotionals to see 
how Jonathan 
trusted in God, 

but Saul did not. 
Jonathan trusted 

God to defeat 
the Philistines, 
and the Lord 

saved His people. 
(1 Sam. 14:23) Order 

in bulk, subscribe 
quarterly, or purchase 

individually. For 
more information, 

check out 
www.lifeway.com/

devotionals.
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Small Group OPENING

SESSION TITLE: God Rejected Saul as King
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Samuel 13:1-14; 15:1-35
MAIN POINT: God rejected Saul as king because of his sin.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 47:7-8
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever, and 

He rules over the world. 

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group.

As kids arrive, invite them to talk about a time in the 
past week when their parents gave them a command. Did 
they obey or disobey? What was the outcome?

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete “Rejected!” on the activity page. 
Instruct kids to cross out every third letter to find out what 
today’s Bible story is about. (God rejected Saul as king.)
SAY • The Israelites had demanded a king, so God put Saul 

in charge. In the Bible story we will hear today, God 
rejected Saul as king. Why would He do that? Let’s 
find out! 

Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Cause and effect
Prepare a pair of index cards for every two kids. Write on 
each pair a cause and effect. For example, I ate too many 
cookies and I have a stomachache. Other examples include 

• “Rejected!” activity 
page, 1 per kid

• pencils or markers

• index cards
• marker

LOW PREP
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the following:
• A big snowstorm hits the city. / School is closed.
• I never brush my teeth. / I have lots of cavities.
• I stayed up past midnight. / I am so sleepy!
• I signed up for voice lessons. / I learned how to sing.
• I disobeyed my parents. / My parents punished me.

Mix up the cards and distribute them to the kids. Challenge 
kids to find the person with the corresponding cause or 
effect. When all kids pair up, invite them to read their cards 
for the rest of the group.
SAY • These were all examples of cause and effect. Because 

one thing happened, something else happened as a 
result. Today we are going to hear a Bible story about 
a king who sinned by disobeying God. What do you 
think happened after that? We will find out soon!

OPTION 2: Not a good fit
Provide puzzles simple enough for kids to solve in 5 to 
10 minutes. Before the session, swap one piece from each 
puzzle with a piece from another puzzle.

Encourage kids to work together to solve the puzzles. 
When kids figure out that they cannot complete the 
puzzles, explain that puzzles only work when all the pieces 
are the right fit.
SAY • Today we are going to hear a story from the Bible 

about Saul, Israel’s first king. While he looked at first 
like he would do a good job, Saul did not keep doing 
a good job as Israel’s king.

Help kids exchange the incorrect pieces for the correct 
pieces to complete their puzzles.

Transition to large group

• simple puzzles
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as your kids arrive, and set it to 
end as large group time begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Large Group Leader enters wearing a hat with a feather in it. 
Leader is carrying a long paper trumpet and a scroll. He or she 
unrolls the scroll and shouts an announcement.]
LEADER • Hear ye, hear ye! At the request of His Royal 

Highness, today whenever you hear the word king, 
you shall clap twice. [Pause and demonstrate.] Let’s 
practice that together. [Clap, clap.] Very good! 

Roll up the scroll and set it aside.
LEADER • Welcome back, everyone! In case you forgot or 

weren’t here last time, we are here at the court of 
the king. [Pause and clap twice.] I am a trumpeter, 
making very important announcements for the king. 
[Clap, clap.] I’m also here to guide you as we learn 
from the Bible. Remember, the Bible has a lot of 
shorter stories in it, but they all come together to tell 
a bigger story—the story of Jesus and how He brings 
salvation to sinners.

• countdown video

• feather hat
• scroll
• paper trumpet

Large Group LEADER

SESSION TITLE: God Rejected Saul as King
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Samuel 13:1-14; 15:1-35
MAIN POINT: God rejected Saul as king because of his sin.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 47:7-8
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever, and 

He rules over the world. 
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Giant timeline (1 minute)

LEADER • Check out our timeline here. Last week, we 
learned about a time when God’s people demanded 
a king. [Clap, clap.] We learned that God chose Saul 
as Israel’s first king. [Clap, clap.] Do you think Saul 
was a good king? [Clap, clap.] I imagine being a king 
[clap, clap] would be a challenging job. In fact, Saul 
was not king [clap, clap] for long. Today’s Bible story 
is called “God Rejected Saul as King.” [Clap, clap.]

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • As you listen to the Bible story, think about our 
big picture question: Who is our King? Israel had 
demanded and earthly king, but we know that Jesus 
is our King forever, and He rules over the world. 

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to 1 Samuel 13:1-14; 15:1-35. Tell the 
Bible story in your own words, or show the Bible story 
video “God Rejected Saul as King.”
LEADER • Let’s see how much you remember from the story. 
Form two to four teams of kids. Encourage teams to discuss 
each answer and then raise their hands. Call on a team to 
answer. If they answer incorrectly, ask another team to try.
LEADER • Saul made some mistakes that cost him his 

throne. God rejected Saul as king because of his 
sin. 

1. What was the first mistake that Saul made? 
(He offered sacrifices he wasn’t supposed to, 
1 Sam. 13:12-13)

2. What other mistake did Saul make? (When Israel 
attacked the Amalekites, Saul did not destroy everything 

• Giant Timeline

Note: Continue 
allowing kids to 
clap when they 
hear the word king 
throughout large 
group.

• Bibles
• “God Rejected Saul as 

King” video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster

Tip: Call on teams at 
random to answer.
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like God had told him to; 1 Sam. 15:8-10)
3. Why was Saul not supposed to give an offering? 

(Only the priests were allowed to give offerings to God, 
1 Sam. 13:13)

4. What did Saul keep from the Amalekites? (Saul kept 
the best sheep, cattle, and animals; and he kept King 
Agag alive; 1 Sam. 15:8-9)

LEADER • When Samuel confronted Saul about keeping 
some of the animals, Saul said that he saved them so 
he could sacrifice them to the Lord.

5. Do you think God was happy with Saul’s excuse? 
Was God OK with Saul’s disobedience because Saul 
wanted to give a sacrifice? (No, God cares more about 
obedience than sacrifices; 1 Sam. 15:22)

6. What did God do because Saul had sinned? 
(God rejected Saul as king because of his sin, 
1 Sam. 15:26)

LEADER • Saul did not obey God completely. He made 
excuses for his disobedience. Saul did not stop being 
king right away. God was going to choose someone 
else to be king over Israel.

God requires total obedience to His commands, 
but we know we do not obey God completely. But 
God loves us, and He sent Jesus to save us from sin. 
When we trust in Jesus, God does not reject us. 
Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever, and He 
rules over the world.

The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me (optional)

Use Scripture and the guide provided with this session to 
explain to boys and girls how to become a Christian. Assign 
individuals to meet with kids who have more questions. 

Tip: Provide I’m a 
Christian Now for 
new Christians to 
take home and 
complete with their 
families.
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Encourage boys and girls to ask their parents, small 
group leaders, or other Christian adults any questions they 
may have about becoming a Christian.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster and lead kids to read it 
aloud together. Review the four props. Form four groups 
of kids and give each group a prop. Point to each group 
in order, prompting them to say the corresponding key 
passage phrase. Note: You may need to adapt the props to 
correspond with your choice of Bible translation.

Sing a song of wisdom (microphone)
for God is King of all the earth. (crown)
God reigns over the nations; (map)
God is seated on His holy throne. (chair)
Psalm 47:7-8 (HCSB®)

Lead the groups to say the key passage several times.
LEADER • The Israelites demanded a king, and God chose 

Saul as Israel’s first king. Then God rejected Saul as 
king because of his sin. Who is our King? Jesus is 
our King forever, and He rules over the world. Let’s 
sing.

Sing the key passage song “God Alone.”

Discussion starter video (4 minutes) 

LEADER • We saw in our Bible story that God wasn’t happy 
with Saul because Saul did not obey God completely. 
Saul thought he was doing the right thing by keeping 
some of the animals to offer as sacrifices to God, but 
that was not what God had asked him to do. Check 
out this video.

Show the “Unit 10, Session 2” discussion starter video. 

• Key Passage Poster
• “God Alone” song
• microphone
• paper crown
• map
• chair

Note: You may need 
to adapt the props 
to correspond with 
your choice of Bible 
translation.

• “Unit 10, Session 2” 
discussion starter 
video
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Lead kids to discuss why Nell was confused. Did Nell 
do something wrong? Have you ever made excuses for 
disobeying?
LEADER • Does God care more about obedience or 

sacrifices? Saul did not obey God completely, 
and God rejected him as king. Can we obey God 
completely? (No.) Our sin separates us from God, 
but God sent Jesus as our perfect sacrifice. Jesus did 
obey God completely, and God will never reject 
those who trust in Jesus.

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever, and 
He rules over the world. Let’s sing.

Sing together “He Is King.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Before dismissing to small groups, lead the kids in prayer.
LEADER • Lord God, You are our King. When we hear how 

Saul’s sin caused him to be rejected as king, we are 
reminded of our own sin. We deserve to be rejected 
by You, but You love us so much!

Thank You for sending Jesus to be rejected in our 
place when He died on the cross. You raised Him to 
life, and we thank You that when we trust in Him, 
you forgive our sin and accept us completely. Give 
us power to obey You, not to earn Your favor—we 
already have it!—but because we love You. Amen.

Dismiss to small groups

• “He Is King” song

Note: Instruct kids 
to avoid clapping if 
they hear the word 
king during the 
prayer.
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus.

33God the King
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Small Group LEADER

SESSION TITLE: God Rejected Saul as King
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Samuel 13:1-14; 15:1-35
MAIN POINT: God rejected Saul as king because of his sin.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 47:7-8
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever, and 

He rules over the world.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Before the session, cut several strips of construction paper 
and write words or phrases of the key passage on the strips. 
Put the strips in a paper bag.

Show the key passage poster and lead kids to read aloud 
Psalm 47:7-8. Remind kids that we memorize God’s Word 
to help us know and love Jesus, resist sin, and help others. 

Cover or remove the poster. Invite each kid to pull one 
paper strip from the bag. Challenge kids to work together to 
put the key passage in order. Show the key passage to check 
their work and guide them to say the verse again.
SAY • Nice work, everyone. Let’s keep working to memorize 

our key passage. These verses remind us that God is 
King over the whole earth! He rules over the nations 
and is seated on His holy throne. That means that 
God is in control right now. When you wake up in 
the morning, God is on His throne. When you go to 
bed at night, God is on His throne. No one else will 
ever take over the throne.

Let’s answer our big picture question. Who is our 
King? Jesus is our King forever, and He rules over 
the world.

• Key Passage Poster
• construction paper
• scissors
• marker
• paper bag
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Bible story review & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Instruct kids to open their Bibles to 1 Samuel 13; 15. 
If kids needs help, remind them how to use the table of 
contents. Point out that the Book of 1 Samuel is in the Old 
Testament. Tell kids that it is in the History division. These 
books—from the Book of Joshua to the Book of Esther—
tell the history of God’s people, the Israelites.

Explain that you will say some statements about the 
Bible story. If a statement is true, kids should clap. If it is 
false, they should cross their arms above their heads in an X 
shape. Read the following statements one at a time:

1. Saul was the first king of Israel. 
(true, 1 Sam. 10:19-21; 13:1)

2. Saul gathered an army to fight the Egyptians. 
(false, the Philistines; 1 Sam. 13:5)

3. Saul wanted to ask God to help Israel in the battle. 
(true, 1 Sam. 13:9,12)

4. Saul did not make an offering until Samuel arrived. 
(False, Samuel arrived after Saul made an offering; 
1 Sam. 13:8-9)

5. God told Saul to attack the Amalekites and destroy 
only the useless things. (false, destroy everything; 
1 Sam. 15:3)

6. Saul obeyed God completely. (False, Saul did not obey 
God; 1 Sam. 15:11)

7. God rejected Saul as king because of his sin. 
(true, 1 Sam. 15:23)

SAY • Great job! Saul knew what he was supposed to do; 
God had said, “Obey Me and all will go well for 
you.” But Saul did not obey God.

This is what happened to God’s people over and 
over in the Old Testament. They knew God’s law, 

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Main Point Poster

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.

35God the King

005508641_OlderKidsLeaderGuide_SUM16.indb   35 12/1/15   9:09 AM

© 2016 LifeWay



head1 (“Opening” is 
char.style “head1a)
outline_nested

subhead1
body_no_indent

subhead1_nested
body_no_indent
lead-in

but they did not obey it. God is holy and cannot be 
around sin. We are sinners too. No matter how hard 
we try, we cannot obey God completely. We need 
someone to save us from our sin.

Even though God rejected Saul as king, God had 
a plan to bring Jesus—His Son and our perfect 
King—to rule over His people forever. When we 
trust in Jesus, God forgives our sin and accepts us 
forever. Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever, 
and He rules over the world.

Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Step-by-step drawings
Give each kid a piece of paper and a crayon or marker. Give 
the following instructions:

1. In the center of your paper, write a lowercase letter d.
2. Draw a circle at the top of the d.
3. Inside the loop of the d, draw four circles.
4. Draw three lines coming from the loop and 

extending outward.
5. Draw two small ovals connecting with the top circle.
6. Draw two small dots inside the top circle.

Allow kids to share their drawings. Drawings should 
roughly resemble a giraffe!

As time allows, encourage kids to each find a partner. 
Kids should turn over their papers and take turns giving 
their partners instructions for drawing something simple.
SAY • Why is it important to follow instructions? Why 

might you have trouble following directions? What 
happens when we don’t follow instructions? God 
gave Saul instructions, but Saul did not obey God. 
God rejected Saul as king because of his sin.

Option: Review 
the gospel with 
boys and girls. 
Explain that kids are 
welcome to speak 
with you or another 
teacher if they have 
questions.

• paper
• crayons or markers

Note: Instructions 
are purposefully 
vague.

LOW PREP
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OPTION 2: Tricky tasks game
Form groups of three or four kids. Print a gameboard for 
each group. Provide a numbered cube for each group and 
give each player a coin or other small object to use as a 
game piece. Keep Bibles accessible for certain tasks.
Explain the directions for playing the game:

1. Roll the numbered cube and move the number of 
spaces indicated.

2. Read the task on the space. If you can complete the 
task, you earn the number of points rolled on the 
numbered cube.

3. Take turns. The player with the most points at the 
finish wins.

SAY • Saul faced some serious consequences for disobeying 
God. God rejected Saul as king because of his sin. 
Saul did not stop being king right away, but God had 
a plan for someone else to be king. Come back next 
week to find out who became Israel’s next king!

Journal and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute pencils and journal pages. Encourage kids to 
write about or draw a picture of a time they disobeyed God 
or someone God put in charge over them, such as a parent 
or teacher. What were the consequences of their actions?

Close in prayer, thanking God for sending Jesus to be 
our King forever. Thank Jesus for dying on the cross and 
rising again so that when we trust in Him, God forgives our 
sin and welcomes us as part of His family.

If time remains, allow kids to complete “The Main Point 
Mix-Up” on the activity page. Kids should unscramble the 
words of today’s main point: God rejected Saul as king 
because of his sin.

• “Tricky Tasks 
Gameboard” printable

•  numbered cubes
• coins or other small 

objects
• Bibles

Note: If a player 
cannot complete 
a task or if he 
answers a question 
incorrectly, his 
turn ends and play 
passes to the next 
player.

• Bibles
• pencils
• Journal Page
• “The Main Point 

Mix-Up” activity page, 
1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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God the King
Key Passage: Psalm 47:7-8

Big Picture Questions: Who is our King? Jesus is 
our King forever, and He rules over the world.

Session 1:  Israel Demanded a King 
1 Samuel 8–10 
God chose Saul as Israel’s first king. 

Session 2:  God Rejected Saul as King 
1 Samuel 13:1-14; 15:1-35 
God rejected Saul as king because of 
his sin.

Session 3:  David Was Anointed and Fought 
Goliath 
1 Samuel 16–17 
God gave David power to defeat 
Goliath.

Session 4:  David and Jonathan Became Friends 
1 Samuel 18:1-12; 19:1-10; 20:1-42 
God used Jonathan to save David’s life.

Session 5:  God Made a Covenant with David 
2 Samuel 7 
God promised that Jesus would come 
from David’s family.

          Session 6:  David Sinned and Was Restored 
2 Samuel 11:1–12:14; Psalm 51 
God forgave David when he 
repented of his sin.
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Sing a song of wisdom, for 
God is King of all the earth. 
God reigns over the nations; 

God is seated on His holy 
throne.

Psalm 47:7-8
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For God is the King of all 
the earth: sing ye praises 
with understanding. God 

reigneth over the heathen: 
God sitteth upon the throne 

of his holiness.
Psalm 47:7-8
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For God is the King of all the 
earth; sing praises with a 

psalm! God reigns over the 
nations; God sits on his  

holy throne.
Psalm 47:7-8



For God is the King of all the 
earth; sing to him a psalm of 
praise. God reigns over the 

nations; God is seated on his 
holy throne.
Psalm 47:7-8

Key Passage (NIV)  •  Kids  •  Unit 10  •  © 2016 LifeWay  OK to Print
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God rejected 
Saul as king 
because of 

his sin.
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God Rejected Saul as King
1 Samuel 13:1-14; 15:1-35

MAIN POINT: GOD REJECTED SAUL AS KING BECAUSE OF HIS SIN.

Saul gathered an army. The Philistines, enemies of Israel, were in the land. The 
Philistines came out to fight the Israelites. The Israelites were outnumbered. They 
were all afraid; some of them hid.

Saul wanted to ask God for help. Maybe if he made an offering to God, they 
would win the battle. But only the priests were allowed to give offerings to God. 
Saul waited for Samuel, but Samuel did not come. Saul decided to make an 
offering to God himself.

Then Samuel showed up. “Saul, what are you doing?” Samuel asked.
“I wanted to ask for God’s help before we went into battle” Saul replied.
“You have disobeyed God,” Samuel said. “You will not be king much longer. 

God is going to find someone obedient to be king.”
Some time later, God wanted Saul to attack the Amalekites. God said to kill all 

of the people and all of the animals. So Saul and his army fought the Amalekites. 
They won, but they did not destroy everything like God commanded. Saul only 
destroyed the worthless things and things he didn’t want.

Samuel confronted Saul. “I did obey Him!” Saul argued. “I only saved the best 
animals to sacrifice to the Lord.”

“You rejected His instruction, so God has rejected you as king.”
Saul admitted his sin and pleaded for forgiveness. God was sorry He had made 

Saul the king of Israel.

Christ Connection: King Saul sinned by giving a sacrifice that only the priest was 
allowed to give. God rejected Saul as king, but He had a plan to send His Son, Jesus. 
King Jesus gave up His own life as a good and perfect sacrifice so sinners would be 
forgiven and accepted.

Write about or draw a picture of a time you 
disobeyed God or someone God put in charge over 
you, such as a parent or teacher. What were the 
consequences of your actions?

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS

•  What do you think Saul really 
cared about with his sacrifice?

•  Why is it hard to trust God when 
we have to wait for things that we 
want right away? 

•  Can you think of a King whom 
God will never reject? 

3
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Cross out every third letter to find out what today’s Bible story is about.

Unscramble the words of today’s main point.

4
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Who is our 
King?
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Who is our 
King?

Jesus is our King 
forever, and He rules 

over the world.



Tricky Tasks Gameboard
Instructions: Print one gameboard for each group of three or four kids. Use as directed in the leader guide.

God the King
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Start

Answer 
This! 

Who was Israel’s 
first king?

Do This!
Give 4 friends

a high five.

Try This!
Share 2 details 
about the Bible 

story.

FINISH

Try This!
Explain what

Saul did
wrong.

Answer 
This!

Who is our King?

Try This!
Say the big

picture
answer 3

times.

Move
forward 

2 spaces.

Answer 
This! 

Who were the 
Israelites’
enemies?

Try This!
Say the key 

passage from 
memory.

ROLL
AGAIN

Do This!
Sing the first line 
of your favorite 

song.

Answer 
This!

Why did Saul 
want to ask 

God for help?

Do This!
Open the Bible to 

1 Samuel 13.

Answer 
This!

Does God care 
more about 

obedience or 
  sacrifices?

LOSE A
TURN

Do This!
Find and read 
Psalm 47:7-8.

LOSE A
TURN

Answer
This!

What did Saul
do when he

was rejected?

Answer 
This!

Why did God
reject Saul?

Try This!
Name 3 people 
you can pray for 

this week.

Answer
This!

Who was
allowed to

make
sacrifices?

DIRECTIONS
 1.  Use a coin or other small object as 

a game piece. Roll a numbered cube 
and move the number of spaces 
indicated.

2.  Read the task on the space. If you 
can complete the task, you earn the 
number of points rolled on the cube.

3.  Take turns. The player with the most 
points at the finish wins.
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