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Prayer: Pray for peace at all levels in the body of Christ. 

 BIBLE STUDY (Discovering the Meaning)  

As a group, read Ephesians 2:1–22 

• Where is the quote of Ephesians 2:17 taken from? 

• Turn there. What is the context of this book and this chapter in particular? What was the 

meaning of this verse to them in this OT time? 

Isaiah is a book of judgment (ch.1–39) and salvation (ch.40–66). The verse of 

reference is Isaiah 57:19, which falls within the subsection on the Suffering Servant of 

Israel, Messiah (ch.49–57). This final segment in ch.57 is meant to show that the Lord 

is willing to offer peace and salvation to any who will humbly receive him.  

• How does Paul use this verse in the flow of his point of Ephesians 2? 

Paul is using the verse in Isaiah much the same way. He is essentially saying that just 

like God’s heart was always for ALL who would receive his offer of salvation in 

humility, so too this same heart of God is being manifested in the church.  

• Which members of the Trinity are engaged in this work in v.18? What are their roles? 

• What is the big idea of v.18 that results from the union and peace that we now have in the 

church? 

 

 LIFE CHANGE (Finding and Applying the Significance) 

• What/who is your access point to God? 

• Who can receive the peace being offered in v.17? What is the requirement to receive it? 

• How does this passage (vv.11–22, and vv.17–18 in particular) affect the way we view various 

ethnic backgrounds today? How should American Christians view Russians, Native 

Americans, Koreans, Japanese, Mexicans, Africans, Europeans, Canadians, etc.?  

• Do you see subtle (or not so subtle) postures of racism that exist in our context? How should 

the church interact with the culture in this regard in light of the truth of Ephesians 2:11–22? 


