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 In Matthew 7:16, our Lord gives a clear standard 
for discerning the genuineness of one's profession of 
faith. The entire chapter distinguishes between the real 
and the fake. There we have a broad way and a narrow 
gate, the false prophet and the true, the good fruit and 
the bad, the firm foundation and the house built upon 
the sand. The key is in verse sixteen, which says that "ye 
shall know them by their fruits." This is the standard 
that the Lord has given us to help us discern in 
spiritual matters. As the Apostle advises us to "examine 
yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own 
selves..." (2 Cor. 13:5), so should we give attention to 
spiritual fruit. 
 Fruit is the ultimate product of a plant. I have three 
fruit trees in my yard, two apple trees and one pear. 
This year, the apple trees produced no fruit whatsoever. 
The pear tree produced one lonely pear. As scant as the 
harvest was, there was no mistaking that it was a pear 
tree. It produced after its kind.
 Jesus told of a sower planting seed in his field. An 
enemy in secret came along and sowed tares among 
the wheat already sown. In the early stages it was 
very difficult to discern the wheat from the tares. 
Eventually, though, the wheat produced grain and the 
tares produced nothing. Fruit is the only way to tell the 
real from the false. Fruit is the test of true salvation.
 The Bible gives several types of fruit that should be 
discernible in a true believer's life:

 Just as pears naturally grow from pear trees, and 
wheat from grains of wheat, so does discernible spiritual 
fruit grow out of a regenerate heart. Christ expands 
upon this teaching in Luke 6:45-46. "A good man out 
of the good treasure of his heart bringeth forth that 
which is good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure 
of his heart bringeth forth that which is evil: for of the 
abundance of the heart his mouth speaketh. And why 
call ye me Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I 
say?"
 There must be a genuine work of grace within the 
inner man that enables one to produce spiritual fruit. 
A law of creation science is that each species produces 
after its kind. This is true in the spiritual realm just as 
in the physical realm. Has this change been wrought in 
your heart?
 We here at the "Where God Is Blessing"  (WGIB) 
Broadcasting Network earnestly endeavor to make 
these truths known day by day. Thank you for praying 
for these ministries, as well as for your faithful support 
in getting out the glorious gospel of Jesus Christ. At 
this season of Thanksgiving, we thank God for each of 
you.

Your servant, 
Chris Lamb

1. Holiness. "But now being made 
free from sin,  and become servants 
to God, ye have your fruit unto 
holiness, and the end everlasting 
life" (Rom 6:22).
2. Godly graces. "But the fruit 
of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, 
faith, meekness, temperance (i.e. 
self control)" (Gal. 5:22). Galatians 
5:19-21 gives the "fruit" of the flesh 
as well.
3. Good works. "That ye might walk 
worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, 

being fruitful in every good work, 
and increasing in the knowledge of 
God" (Col. 1:10).
4. Sharing our resources. "But to 
do good and to communicate [give 
tangibly] forget not: for with such 
sacrifices God is well pleased" (Heb. 
13:16). See also Rom. 15:25-28.
5. Worship. "By him therefore let us 
offer the sacrifice of praise to God 
continually, that is, the fruit of our 
lips giving thanks to His name. But 
to do good and to communicate 
forget not: for with such sacrifices 
God is well pleased" (Heb. 13:15-
16).
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“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto 
salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.”

ROMANS 1:16
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Dr. Tony Evans is one of the country’s most respected leaders in evangelical circles. As a pastor, teacher, 
author and speaker, he serves the body of Christ through his unique ability to communicate complex 
theological truths through simple, yet profound, illustrations. While addressing the practical issues of 
today, Dr. Evans is known as a relevant expositor. New and veteran pastors alike regard him as a pastor 

of pastors and a father in the faith.
The first African-American to graduate with a doctoral degree from Dallas Theological Seminary 
(DTS), he served as an associate professor in DTS’ Pastoral Ministries Department in the areas of 
evangelism, homiletics and black church studies. Dr. Evans holds the rare honor of serving as chaplain 
for the NBA’s Dallas Mavericks over the last three decades, the longest standing NBA chaplaincy on 

record. He is also the former chaplain of the Dallas Cowboys.
Dr. Evans has served as the senior pastor of Oak Cliff Bible Fellowship for over 40 years, witnessing its 

growth from 10 people in 1976 to now over 10,000 congregants with 100 plus ministries.
Dr. Evans also serves as president of the Urban Alternative, a national ministry that seeks to restore 
hope and transform lives through the proclamation and the application of the Word of God. Dr. Evans 
launched the Tony Evans Training Center in 2017, an online learning platform providing quality 
seminary-style courses for a fraction of the cost to any person in any place. The goal is to increase Bible 
literacy not only in lay people but also in those Christian leaders who cannot afford nor find the time 

for formal ongoing education.
Dr. Evans has authored over one hundred books, booklets and Bible studies including his legacy work, 
Oneness Embraced, as well as his vision work, The Kingdom Agenda. Some of his most popular books 
include Kingdom Man, Kingdom Woman, Prayers for Victory in Spiritual Warfare and The Power of God’s 

Names.
Dr. Tony Evans is married to Lois, his wife and ministry partner of over forty years. They are the proud 

parents of four, grandparents of twelve and great-grandparents of two.
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