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 After eleven chapters of foundational doctrine being 
laid, followed by four chapters of its practical application, 
the apostle Paul ends his epistle to the Romans with a list 
of greetings naming some twenty-six people along with 
several churches in Chapter sixteen. Romans is a letter 
from a real person who knew and labored alongside real 
people. These closing words are just as inspired as the 
opening verses of Chapter one.
 Here we see the apostle's great heart of love and true 
concern for many co-laborers and fellow believers who 
assisted him in various locations. We see his personality 
shining through as he introduces these ordinary day-to-
day Christians found in every local church. This is how 
the Lord's work is done. Even this great and gifted apostle 
could not accomplish all he did without such faithful 
men and women. We often hear Hebrews Eleven referred 
to as the Great Hall of Faith. Perhaps we could refer to 
Romans Sixteen as a Roster of Faithful Helpers. In every 
local assembly of believers, each person ought to have a 
purpose and a place of service for the Lord, no matter 
how mundane it may appear. Nothing is unimportant in 
the Lord's work, and all ground is holy ground for the 
Christian. There's always much to be done. 
 Paul "commends" Phebe to the Roman church. In 
the Greek the word is constructed of two words and 
means "to place with." It is a technical term for this kind 
of recommendation which was always equivalent to a 
certificate of church membership. Paul is backing Phebe 
with all his apostolic approval and urging the Romans to 
receive her as one of themselves.
 Phebe's name means "bright and shining." Perhaps 
her personality and disposition reflected her name. She 
is called a servant, the term designating a special class 
of women in the early church––usually widows––who 
served other widows, orphans and those imprisoned for 
their faith. They ministered from their substance: food, 
clothes and other necessities. They ministered to the 
spiritual needs of the women of the churches. No church 
or ministry could function without such Phebes. 
 Paul entrusted Phebe with delivering his letter to 
the Roman fellowship. Someone has written, "Never did 
a messenger carry a more important document." And 
Renan said, "Phebe carried under the folds of her robe 
the whole future of Christian theology." When Paul laid 
down his writing instrument and rolled up the scroll, it 
would have all ended there without a human deliverer. This 
one would have to be a highly capable and trustworthy 
individual, one single-intendedly focused upon getting 
the job done.

 Paul tells the Romans to "receive" Phebe. The word 
means "to receive to one's self, to give access to one's self, to 
receive into trust and conversation and companionship." 
This was to be an intimate and wholehearted reception, 
not just merely giving Phebe a place to stay. She was to 
be welcomed as one of their own servant-widows, highly 
regarded and trained.
 He instructs them to "assist" her, that is, to stand by 
her and help her in this endeavor. She was coming to 
Rome on official church business to which the Roman 
saints were to respond warmly, assisting her and making 
her feel welcomed and comfortable.
 We get a glimpse of Phebe's ministry in verse two. 
There Paul says, "She has been a succorer of many, and 
of myself also." The word succorer means "a protector, a 
patron, one caring for the affairs of others, aiding them 
with their own resources." Our Lord and His disciples 
were supported in this way. Luke 8:2-3 tells us "And 
certain women, which had been healed of evil spirits and 
infirmities, Mary called Magdalene, out of whom went 
seven devils, and Joanna the wife of Chuza, Herod's 
steward, and Suzanna, and many others, which ministered 
to Him of their substance." They did what they could 
with what they had, as they had opportunity.
 Phebe exemplifies the qualities required in Christian 
servants: faithfulness, trustworthiness, availability, 
flexibility, generosity and determination. May we all 
strive to be this kind of servant for our Savior.

 Thank you for helping us broadcast the glorious 
gospel of Jesus Christ.

Your servant, 
Chris Lamb
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Jesus, Savior, dost Thou see
When I'm doing work for Thee?

Common things, not great and grand,
Carrying stones and earth and sand?

I did common things, you know,
Many, many years ago;
And I don't forget. I see

Everything you do for Me.
––Amy Carmichae
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“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto 
salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.”

ROMANS 1:16

 
 
 Robert Charles Sproul was a theologian, author and co-pastor of Saint Andrew’s Chapel 
in Sanford, Florida. He was recognized throughout the church for his articulate defense of the 
holiness of God, divine sovereignty, and other essential doctrines of the Christian faith. Dr. 
Sproul held degrees from Westminster College, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary and the Free 
University of Amsterdam. Dr. Sproul was the founding pastor of Saint Andrew’s Chapel and 
served as the chairman of Ligonier Ministries, chancellor of Reformation Bible College and 
executive editor of the Tabletalk magazine. Dr. Sproul authored more than one hundred books 
including Essential Truths of the Christian Faith, was the author of the lyrics of several hymns and 
authored the descriptive definition that “Sin is cosmic treason.” Dr. Sproul’s life-long passion 
was the preaching of the gospel, and he often challenged pastors to rely solely on the power of 
God’s Word in their preaching. Dr. Sproul helped a generation of Christians understand the 
supernatural power of God’s salvation by the visitation of the Holy Spirit and the preaching of 
the Word of God. With passion he defended the doctrines of justification by faith alone, the 
imputation of Christ’s righteousness to the believer and the holiness of God.  Dr. Sproul went 

home to be with the Lord on December 14, 2017.
 Ligonier Ministries is an international Christian discipleship organization with the purpose 
of proclaiming God’s holiness and the mission of equipping Christians to articulate what they 

believe, why they believe it, how to live it and how to share it with others.
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 Dr. Paul Chappell has pastored Lancaster Baptist Church in Lancaster, California since 
1986. Sensing God's call to ministry, Paul enrolled at the Pacific Coast Baptist Bible College and 
graduated with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Pastoral Theology in 1983. While attending college, 
he founded and pastored the Seaside Baptist Church near Indio, California. He received a Master 
of Arts degree from the Baptist Christian University in Shreveport, Louisiana, and was later 
honored with a Doctor of Divinity Degree from Trinity Baptist College in Jacksonville, Florida.  
Paul and his wife, Terrie, have two grown daughters and two sons. He is the author of numerous 
books on spiritual leadership and the Christian life and is a frequent speaker in Bible conferences 
throughout the United States and around the world. In 1995, under his leadership, the church 
began the West Coast Baptist College.
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