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 Nehemiah was the cup-bearer to the great Artaxerxes, 
ruler of Persia. His position was one of rank, privilege 
and prestige. Ever near the king, the cup-bearer tasted his 
food and drink, careful to make sure he wasn't poisoned. 
Nehemiah had constant access to the king and would 
know much sensitive information. That he held this 
position in a foreign government as a Jew speaks highly 
of his character and ability. 
 A report from a relative returning from Jerusalem 
prompted a series of events that led Nehemiah to act. 
He learned that the remnant which had returned to the 
homeland were discouraged, disillusioned and had ceased 
their efforts to rebuild the city of God. The protective 
walls surrounding the city had gaping holes, and the 
gates were burned with fire. Nehemiah's response was 
mourning, fasting and praying.
 Having gained permission from Artaxerxes to go to 
Jerusalem to aid in the rebuilding efforts, Nehemiah was 
overwhelmed with what he found. Taking matters into 
his hands, he urged the leaders and people of Jerusalem to 
get to work: "You see the distress we are in, how Jerusalem 
lies waste, and the gates thereof are burned with fire: 
come, let us build up the wall of Jerusalem, that we be no 
more a reproach." (Neh. 2:7)
 No work for the Lord will go without opposition. 
There was much to overcome to get the job done. 
Detractors laughed, stood in the way and took every 
effort to thwart progress. The enemy never sits by to allow 
the work of God to go unhindered. When the Jews were 
revived and began to build and serve the Lord, the enemy 
rose up against them.
 Opposition is an evidence that God is blessing or is 
about to bless His work.
 We notice in Nehemiah 4:10 that one of the 
problems was rubbish: "The strength of the bearers of 
burdens is decayed, and there is much rubbish; so that 
we are not able to build the wall." Sometimes we need to 
remove some things hindering us from doing the Lord's 
work. The first thing in starting any task is to clear the 
way, clean off the area and put things in proper order 
according to God's pattern.
 First, we must remove the rubbish of discouragement. 
In verses 1-4, we read of all the disparaging things that 
were being said about their efforts. We must learn to take 
God at His Word and do as David did in 1 Samuel 30:6: 
"...David was greatly distressed; for the people spake 
of stoning him...but David encouraged himself in the 
Lord."
 Second, we must cast away the rubbish of lies. 

Are we believing things that aren't true? Have those 
lies paralyzed us into inactivity? In verse 3, Tobiah the 
Ammonite ridiculed their efforts, saying, "Even that 
which they build, if a fox go up, he shall even break down 
their stone wall."
 Third, we must clear away the rubbish of prayerlessness 
(verses 4-5). Someone has rightly said that "all failure is 
a failure to pray." Prayer is to be first and last. We are to 
beseech the Lord's help and blessing before, during and 
after anything we attempt for Him. The door of God's 
blessings opens to fervent prayer.
 Fourth, we have to remove the rubbish of idleness 
and laziness. In verse 6, God's Word records this: "So 
we built the wall, and all the wall was joined together 
unto the half thereof: for the people had a mind to work." 
It's that simple. The wall needed finishing, and so they 
built the wall. Charles Spurgeon said, "Some people are 
industriously idle." Proverbs 20:4 says, "The sluggard 
will not plow by reason of the cold; therefore shall he 
beg in harvest, and have nothing." Lethargy, sluggishness, 
fear––all these must be thrown away. May the Lord give 
all His people "a mind to work." Much of the battle is in 
the mind.
 What is it that stands between you and what God 
wants you to do? Weed out the clutter of the frivolous and 
unnecessary in every area of life; and get to the work He 
has for you. May the Lord give us the zeal and urgency to 
get with it.

Your servant, 
Chris Lamb
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Never mind the why and therefore,
Never mind the how and when;

For the thoughts of God are higher
Than the thoughts and ways of men.

Never mind the peradventure,
Never mind the ifs and buts.
Jesus holds the key of David;

When He opens, no man shuts.

Never mind the weights and measures,
Never mind the have and had;

Christ can banquet starving thousands
From the wallet of a lad.

Never mind the whence and whither, 
Never mind the thens and tills;

Trust in God's unchanging mercy,
Rest upon His shalls and wills.

––Thomas Spurgeon
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“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto 
salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.”

ROMANS 1:16

 
 Ken Ham is the president/CEO and founder of Answers in Genesis and the Creation Museum 
in Kentucky. Ken is the author of numerous books on the book of Genesis, the accuracy and 
authority of the Bible, dinosaurs, and the destructive fruits of evolutionary thinking. He hosts the 
Answers with Ken Ham radio program, heard on more than 900 stations in America (and dozens 
more overseas) and is one of the editors and contributing authors for AIG’s Answers magazine, a 
biblical world view publication with over 75,000 worldwide subscribers. The high-tech Creation 
Museum, near the Cincinnati Airport, was Ken’s brainchild and has promoted a Christ-centered 
world view of creation since 2007. The Ark Encounter located in Williamstown, Kentucky, opened 
in 2016, and is an evangelistic attraction featuring a life-size Ark as its centerpiece.  Inside the Ark 
are many educational exhibits including “Why the Bible Is True,” the Ark’s largest exhibit, which 
allows guests to walk through the pages of a book and find answers to questions about life and the 
truth of the Bible. The theme park continues to expand with a planned 2,500-seat multi-purpose 
facility located near the Ark, scheduled to open later this year.  Ken Ham co-founded Answers in 
Genesis in 1994, with the purpose of upholding the authority of the Bible from the very first verse.

Answers in Genesis – Ken Ham
Weekdays at 9:59 a.m. and 1:25 p.m.

 

 The one-minute Back to Genesis and the fifteen-minute Science, Scripture and Salvation 
programs are produced by the Institute for Creation Research.
 Science, Scripture and Salvation features various ICR scientists and explains how scientific 
evidence supports the Bible, particularly the Genesis account.
 After more than four decades of ministry, the Institute for Creation Research remains a 
leader in scientific research within the context of biblical creation. Founded by Dr. Henry Morris 
in 1970, ICR exists to conduct scientific research within the realms of origins and earth history 
and to educate the public through graduate and professional training programs, conferences and 
seminars and through books, magazines, and media presentations. ICR’s central publication 
is Acts and Facts, a full-color monthly magazine. As a research organization, ICR conducts 
laboratory, field, theoretical, and library research on projects that seek to understand the science 
of origins and earth history. ICR scientists have conducted multi-year research projects at key 
locations such as the Grand Canyon, Mount St. Helens, Yosemite Valley, Santa Cruz River Valley 
in Argentina, and on vital issues like Radioisotopes and the Age of the Earth, Flood-activated 
Sedimentation and Tectonics, and other topics related to geology, genetics, astro/geophysics, 
and paleoclimatology. ICR is currently raising funds for a world-class science and earth history 
museum, which is currently under construction in Dallas, Texas. The Creation Discovery Center 
will feature a planetarium and interactive exhibits including holograms, video touch screens, 
dinosaur fossils, and animatronic creatures, all of which will confirm the accuracy of Scripture 
and the biblical time line.  The radio programs produced by ICR can be heard on around 1,500 
outlets throughout the world.
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Weekdays at 4:59 p.m.

Science, Scripture and Salvation 
with Various Christian Scientists

Fridays at 3:15 p.m. and Saturdays at 3:00 p.m.


