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 I'm reading a biography of a person who lived to 
be 103. That's an amazing milestone. While the person 
achieved many notable things, was greatly admired and 
possessed much, sadly, as far as I can tell, he did not put 
the Lord and His work first.
 We all "spend our years as a tale that is told. So 
teach us to number our days, that we may apply our 
hearts unto wisdom" (Psalm 90:9, 12). If someday a 
biography were written about us, what would it portray?
 Some despair about how much of their lives have 
already passed. There is more sand at the bottom of the 
hourglass than at the top. It is never too late to "apply 
our hearts unto wisdom." Even the dying thief on the 
cross used wisely the last fleeting moments of his life, 
turning it over to Jesus Christ.
 Did you know that some of the most famous 
people in history achieved their greatest feats later in 

life?
 Commodore Vanderbilt built most of his railroads 
when he was well over seventy, after most people now 
have retired. The philosopher Immanuel Kant wrote 
some of his greatest works when he was past seventy. 
Johann Goethe wrote some of his greatest works after 
he was eighty. Victor Hugo wrote after he turned eighty. 
At eighty-three, Alfred Tennyson wrote "Crossing the 
Bar." Benjamin Franklin most helped his country after 
he was sixty. At eighty-two, William Gladstone was 
the oldest Prime Minister of England. Giuseppe Verdi 
wrote operas after he was eighty. Titian painted the 
Battle of Lepanto at ninety-eight, and his Last Supper 
at ninety-nine. Moses led the children of Israel in his 
eighties. Daniel was an old man, having served as prime 
minister to three kings. The Apostle John was exiled on 
the Isle of Patmos in his nineties, where he received 
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from the Lord the "Revelation of Jesus Christ."
 Whatever our age, our "times are in His hands." 
Our Lord determines the length of our lives, our 
intelligence and many of our abilities. It is up to us to 
seize opportunities and to make ourselves available for 
service.
 To the young, the Scripture admonishes us to 
"Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, 
while the evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh, 
when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them" (Ecc. 
12:1). We are all commanded to "Awake thou that 
sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give 
thee light. See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as 
fools, but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days 
are evil. Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding 
what the will of the Lord is" (Eph. 5:14-17). 
 C. H. Spurgeon noted this: "It seems that some 
people are industriously asleep and lazily awake."
 How can we number our days and apply our hearts 
unto wisdom? As in all things, our Lord is our pattern. 
We notice several things about His time here on earth 
that can guide us. Even at a young age, He said to Mary 
and Joseph, "Did you not know that I must be about 

my Father's business?"
1. He understood His mission.
2. He knew His earthly limitations.
3. He knew that time must be properly budgeted 

to gather inner strength to compensate for one's 
weakness when spiritual warfare begins. He took 
time to "come apart."

4. He spent much time in prayer. 
5. He got up early. He was in charge of His day.
6. He set aside time to invest in training the twelve.
 "Only one life will soon be past. Only what's done 
for Christ will last."
 Our upcoming Thanksgiving Supper is a wonderful 
opportunity to serve others. Will you pray about what 
the Lord would have you do?
 Thank you for standing with us at the "Where God 
Is Blessing" Broadcasting Network as we endeavor to 
make Christ known. 

Your servant,
Chris Lamb


