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 "Turn us again, O God, and cause Thy face to 
shine; and we shall be saved" (Psalm 80:3). Psalm 89 
was written for the fall harvest festival of Israel. It was 
the most joyful of all the feasts of Israel. Prophetically, 
the psalm anticipates the coming of King Jesus to earth 
to rule over His creation. But until that glorious time, 
God's people are to watch, work and worship the God 
of Israel.
 No one knows for certain who the human author 
of this psalm was, but many teachers believer it was 
written after the Assyrians invaded and took captive 
the northern tribes. There are other theories about the 
events leading to its writing, but one thing is certain: 
the psalmist is pleading for the Lord's help.
 It is a psalm of petition for revival. Three times the 
writer asks, "Turn us again, O God, and cause Thy face 
to shine; and we shall be saved." 
 We notice several elements or prerequisites for 
spiritual revival in this psalm. First, there must be 
personal repentance. "Turn us" is a synonym for 
repenting. Our salvation commences with repenting 
and we are repenters all throughout our earthly 
sojourn. Repentance, like faith, is a gift from God. 
He is asking the Lord to show them their sin as He 
sees it. This must come as a work from the Spirit of 
God, or we would never see our need. We are prone 
to overlook or justify our sin. But we can relate with 
David when he said, "Thou knowest my downsitting 
and mine uprising, thou understandest my thought 
afar off. Thou compassest my path and my lying down, 
and art acquainted with all my ways" (Psalm 139:2-3).
 This is the plea of a regenerate person because he 
asks the Lord to turn him "again." Notice the prefix of 
the word revival. "Re" means "again." The Latin word 
for life is vitae. Literally revival means "life again." It 
is a resuscitation of spiritual life where the flame of 
love, devotion and holiness has all but gone out. Lord, 

"To all, life Thou givest––to both great and small;
In all life Thou livest––the true life of all.

Thy wisdom so boundless, Thy mercy so free,
Eternal Thy goodness for naught changeth Thee."

  Israel had to turn back to the Lord if His face 
was to shine upon them, and so do we. The mention 
of the Lord's face turned toward man is a symbol of 
fellowship and blessing. John Phillips writes, "It was 
not that God's back was toward them; their back was 
toward Him. They were the ones who needed to turn 
around, not God."
 God is more willing to bless us than we are to sin. 
He longs for us to be in prayerful fellowship with Him. 
Our prayers will be answered, and we will be delivered 
from our sins. 
 Let us pray that the Lord will turn us, show us our 
sin and cause us to sense His face shining upon us. This 
is true revival.
 We want to invite you to attend the Reformation 
Conference, marking the five hundredth anniversary 
of the Reformation. This will be sponsored by several 
churches and hosted here at Glen Iris Baptist Church. 
The meeting is November 5-9, and there will be 
morning and evening sessions held at 11 a.m. and 7 
p.m. (Sunday, 6 p.m.). Speakers and lecturers will 
include John Eidsmoe, Mark Liddle, Renato Guiliani, 
Ron Romburg, Joe Morecraft, Bill Potter and Chris 
Lamb. "The just shall live by faith."

Your servant,
Chris Lamb

rekindle that fire of spiritual life in us!
 Notice the Source of spiritual life. He addresses 
this request to the Lord: "Turn us again, O God." 
God is the giver of life. The hymn writer Walter 
Chalmers Smith so beautifully declares this in the song 
"Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise":
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“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto 
salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.”

ROMANS 1:16

 
 Lessons for Life is a daily radio broadcast featuring the preaching of Dr. Shane Lewis, Senior Pastor at Somerville 
Baptist Church of Somerville, Alabama. The focus of  Dr. Lewis’s preaching parallels the mission statement of 
Somerville Baptist Church, which is to magnify Christ through worship and the Word of God, to move believers 
toward Christ-like maturity and to make Christ known to neighbors and the nation. Pastor Shane Lewis grew up 
and was saved in a preacher’s home. He graduated from Pensacola Christian College in 1992 with a Bachelor of 
Arts in Bible, and he also holds a Master of Arts in Biblical Exposition and a Doctorate from Pensacola Theological 
Seminary. Before his call to Somerville Baptist Church, he served as a youth pastor for three years in Mississippi, 
a Senior Pastor for six years in Michigan, and an associate pastor in Texas for two years. For the past ten years, he 
has served as Senior Pastor at Somerville Baptist Church in northern Alabama. Dr. Lewis and his wife Joy have 
five children.

Lessons for Life with Dr. Shane Lewis
Weekdays at 9:30 A.M.

 Dr. David Jeremiah, founder of Turning Point Radio and Television Ministries and senior pastor of Shadow 
Mountain Community Church, felt God’s calling on his life at a very early age. David Jeremiah was raised in a 
family deeply committed to ministry. At the age of eleven, he and his family moved to Dayton, Ohio, where his 
father, Dr. James T. Jeremiah, was the Pastor of Emmanuel Baptist Church, and in 1953 became the president 
of Cedarville College in Cedarville, Ohio. In 1963, Dr. Jeremiah received a Bachelor of Arts from Cedarville 
College. In that same year, Dr. Jeremiah married his college sweetheart, Donna Thompson, who also was attending 
Cedarville College. He went on to earn a Master’s degree in Theology from Dallas Theological Seminary in 1967. 
He completed additional graduate work at Grace Seminary and was granted the Doctor of Divinity degree from 
Cedarville College in 1981. Dr. Jeremiah heeded God’s call, and in 1981 he and his family moved to California 
where he became the senior pastor of Scott Memorial Baptist Church, now Shadow Mountain Community 
Church. Jeremiah succeeded Dr. Tim LaHaye as Shadow Mountain's senior pastor. In 1982 Dr. Jeremiah began 
the Turning Point radio program, which is now heard world wide. In recognition of Dr. Jeremiah’s commitment 
to teaching the Word of God, he received the Broadcaster of the Year Award in 1999 from the National Religious 
Broadcasters. Turning Point launched a television program in 1982 in San Diego and went nationwide in 2000. Dr. 
Jeremiah is a sought-after conference speaker for organizations around the country. Along with his busy speaking  
schedule, Dr. Jeremiah also finds time to fulfill another passion in his life, writing. His books are always gripping 
and right to the point. A dedicated family man, Dr. Jeremiah believes that without the support and encouragement 
of his wife, Turning Point would have never been brought into existence. He and Donna have four grown children 
and twelve grandchildren. Dr. Jeremiah's commitment is to teach the whole Word of God. His passion for people 
and his desire to reach the lost are evident in the way he communicates Bible truths and in his ability to get right 
to the important issues of life. 

Turning Point with Dr. David Jeremiah
Weekdays at 4:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
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