
 When the children of Israel crossed the Jordan 
River to enter Canaan, the land of promise, their first 
test of obedience was the walled fortress of Jericho. 
God gave specific instructions as to how they were 
to conquer this formidable stronghold. It would be 
obvious to them that this amazing victory was totally 
by God's gracious and powerful enabling. No one 
could take credit for it. All the glory would be to God. 
The battle and the victory was and is the Lord's.
 Jericho was a first. The Lord placed an inalterable 
premise upon the "firsts." The first or first fruits of 
everything belonged to Him. He clearly instructed the 
people about His claim to the first fruits. (This had 
been vividly illustrated to them at the first Passover in 
Egypt.) Here in Canaan He told them, "And ye, in any 
wise keep yourselves from the accursed thing, lest ye make 
yourselves accursed, when ye take of the accursed thing, 
and make the camp of Israel a curse, and trouble it. But 
all the silver, and gold, and vessels of brass and iron, are 
consecrated unto the Lord: they shall come into the treasury 
of the Lord" ( Joshua 6:18-19). Jericho was to be offered 
as a first fruit of Canaan. This would remind them of 
God's greatness, His absolute sovereignty, and their 
allegiance and indebtedness to Him.
 One in their number, Achan, decided to violate 
this clear command. He gives this testimony after 
being exposed and confronted by Joshua. "When I 
saw among the spoils a goodly Babylonish garment, and 
two hundred shekels of silver, and a wedge of gold of fifty 
shekels weight, then I coveted them, and took them; and 
behold, they are hid in the earth in the midst of my tent, 
and the silver under it" ( Joshua 7:21).
 Notice the downward progression of sin so clearly 
given to us here in Achan's confession: (1) I saw, (2) I 
coveted, (3) I took, and (4) I hid. This was the identical 
pattern of our parents' first sin in the Garden. It 
mirrors David's sin with Bathsheba. In fact, this is the 

lurid progression of all of our sin.
 A major lesson we must all learn is this: whatever 
God says is His must be held in the highest esteem 
and carefully guarded by us, His stewards. He had told 
them through Moses, "Now therefore, if ye will obey 
my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye shall be a 
peculiar treasure unto me above all people: for all the earth 
is mine" (Exodus 19:5).
 In reality, nothing is ours. Whatever we have is on 
loan to us from the Lord, to be offered back to Him, 
or held in trust until He calls for it. "But thou shalt 
remember the Lord thy God: for it is he that giveth thee 
power to get wealth..." (Deut. 8:18)
 Sadly, years later the entire nation once again was 
rebuked by the Lord for keeping back what was His. 
He asked them, "Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed 
me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes 
and offerings...Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, 
that there be meat [provision] in mine house, and prove 
me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open 
you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, 
that there shall not be room enough to receive it" (Mal. 
3:8-10).
 May we always give the Lord what is due Him, 
first giving ourselves. 
 Thank you for helping us in the matter of getting 
out the glorious gospel of Jesus Christ. We recently 
heard of a missionary team in Guatemala, after their 
native translator learned they were from Birmingham, 
Alabama, ask, "Have you ever heard of WGIB? I listen 
to it all the time!" What a blessing and encouragement 
to know that the Lord is using the "Where God Is 
Blessing" Broadcasting Network throughout the 
world. "To God be the glory."

Your servant, 
Chris Lamb
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“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto 
salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.”

ROMANS 1:16

 Wisdom for the Heart is an international Bible-teaching ministry based on the sermons of Dr. Stephen Davey, 
founding pastor of Colonial Baptist Church in Cary, North Carolina. Stephen Davey is the son of missionary parents 
and was raised to love Christ, His church and His word. In Stephen’s last year of high school, he committed his life to 
serving Christ and prepared for a life of servant-leadership at Liberty University, Tennessee Temple University, Detroit 
Baptist Theological Seminary, and Dallas Theological Seminary. Following graduation from Dallas Seminary in 1986, 
Stephen and his family moved to Cary, North Carolina to plant Colonial Baptist Church where he still serves as Senior 
Pastor. 
 From the beginning, Stephen preached verse-by-verse, while Marsha created the nursery and children’s programs. 
In those early days, word of this new church’s commitment to Bible exposition spread rapidly around town, and the 
fellowship was soon overflowing with attendees. Today the Word of God continues to be expounded—and applied. 
Thanks to partnerships with several radio networks, Wisdom for the Heart is heard on more than three hundred radio 
stations throughout the United States, as well as transmitted to the Middle East (Arabic), Europe (English), Latin 
America (Spanish), and Africa (Swahili). Spanish programming is currently broadcast on ninety radio stations and 
can be heard throughout Central and South America, reaching an estimated seventy million people. The people have 
responded greatly to the teaching of God’s Word. The Arabic translations are being aired on stations located throughout 
the Middle East, covering much of Iraq, Kurdistan, Jerusalem, Jordan, and Palestine, reaching an estimated ten million 
listeners daily in their own language. Swahili is now reaching a potential African audience of more than fifty million 
listeners.  Wisdom for the Heart's new website, www.wisdomonline.org, now allows listeners to download all of Stephen’s 
messages and sermon transcripts at no charge.  
 Stephen and Marsha have been married more than thirty years and have been blessed with twin sons, Benjamin 
[wife Caroline] and Seth [wife Megan]; daughters Candace [husband Christian] and Charity; and three grandchildren, 
Nicholas, Micah, and Olivia.

Wisdom for the Heart with Dr. Stephen Davey
Weekdays at 8:00 a.m and 11:00 p.m.

 Bob Devine became one of the most beloved Christian radio announcers in the United States during his nearly 
forty years on the radio at WCRF-FM in Cleveland, Ohio. Born in Pennsylvania on September 16, 1936, Devine’s first 
interest in radio came as a ten-year-old boy who loved to listen to the Adventures of the Lone Ranger and Sgt. Preston of 
the Yukon. While in high school, he enrolled in a correspondence school in radio broadcasting and quickly passed the 
exam for his first-class radio operator’s license. Mr. Devine got his first job as chief engineer/announcer at a local radio 
station (WDLA). He went on to earn his undergraduate degree in broadcasting at Bob Jones University in Greenville, 
South Carolina, where he met his wife.
 Bob Devine began his career in 1958 at Moody Radio’s WMBI in Chicago as a control room operator and engineer 
for such programs as Stories of Great Christians and Ranger Bill. In 1959, he joined WCRF and honed the skills he had 
developed in Chicago for his daily programs as well as the children’s program Storybook Room. The syndicated fifteen-
minute children’s program includes two segments: “Nature’s Corner” and a Bible story. In both segments, Devine used 
different voices to dramatize the stories of animals, plants, insects and Bible characters.
 Mr. Devine was inducted into the Broadcasters Hall of Fame in 1990. “Bob was a man of God. He just loved the 
Lord, and that was the motivation of everything he did,” said Dick Lee, Moody Radio’s Cleveland station manager. 
“Many of our listeners knew him as the one who started their days with hope, enthusiasm and a love of life. He just 
exuded happiness and joy.” Bob Devine, retired host of the Clockwatcher and Storybook Room on WCRF, went to be with 
the Lord on Sunday morning, June 23, 2013.

Children’s Storybook Room with Bob Devine
Wednesdays at 3:15 p.m. and Saturdays at 11:15 a.m.


