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Some Brief Notes on Family Worship 
1st Pres, Montgomery Reed DePace 

The Essential Presupposition 

When men talk about family worship they usually hear a faint voice just over their shoulder, a nagging, scolding voice 
that sounds strangely like their wives’ voices.  Yes, we know, we should read the Bible and pray with our families. We 
know that such devotion should be a regular, daily habit. But who has the time? … 

I am firmly persuaded that family worship is taught in Scripture, and that this devotional practice is part and parcel of 
the evangelical obedience we owe by faith to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Family worship is the foundational means 
by which a husband loves his wife as Christ loves the Church (Eph 5:25), and by which a father does not provoke his 
children to anger, but raises them in the admonition of the Lord (Eph 6:4). 

Now, less I sound like just another nagging voice, let me turn to a vital point here. We will never find the ability to 
faithfully engage in family worship. If we are going to commit ourselves to this practice, the enablement must come 
from outside of ourselves. As in all of our lives, we find the enablement here comes from the ministry of the Spirit who 
applies Christ and his benefits to us. 

Remember 2 Corinthians 5:7 and couple it with 2 Timothy 3:16-17: 

For we walk by faith, not by sight. ~ 2Co 5:7 

All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may 
be competent, equipped for every good work. ~ 2Ti 3:16-17 

This is how we must approach family worship. Because God promises to enable us to obey him by faith, we express our 
faith by learning from the Bible which He uses to enable us. 

What follows is a series of notes on family worship. The first few sections provide the biblical basis for this devotional 
practice. This is what we want to ask the Lord to use to enable us to pursue faithfulness in family worship. The remaining 
sections provide some historical and practical resources for our own practices. 

As always, please forward me any questions you may have. Let’s trust Him to bless us and enable our family worship – 
nagging voices notwithstanding  

Family Worship - the Biblical Pattern 

To begin, let’s observe one simple point: family worship is the foundation of all worship. This can be seen from the 
following: 

Families are central to God’s purpose 

 Psalm 22:27-28  – 
All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD, and all the families of the nations shall worship before you. For kingship belongs to the 
LORD, and he rules over the nations. 

Key in on the words “families” and “nations”. The first refers to a clan a family group headed by a father with multiple 
generations. The second, “nation” refers to a group of clans. 

Note that for both words, the fundamental unit is the nuclear family, a husband, wife and children. In fact, these two 
words represent nothing more than larger families. 

Note as well, that God’s universal purpose is that all families worship Him. 

 Genesis 10:32 –  
These are the clans of the sons of Noah, according to their genealogies, in their nations, and from these the nations s pread abroad on the earth after 
the flood. 

Here the words “clan” and “nations” are the same as in the previous text. Genesis 10 is commonly known as the “Table 
of Nations,” the seventy nations that descended from the sons of Noah.  

Note that these “nations” are simply the families descended from Noah. When we hear the word “nation” in Scripture, 
we are not to understand the modern geo-political unit we call nations. Rather, we are to think families! 

 Psalm 78:1-8  – 
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Give ear, O my people, to my teaching; incline your ears to the words of my mouth! I will open my mouth in a parable; I will utter dark sayings from of 
old, things that we have heard and known, that our fathers have told us. We will not hide them from their children, but tell to the coming generation 
the glorious deeds of the LORD, and his might, and the wonders that he has done. He established a testimony in Jacob and appo inted a law in Israel, 
which he commanded our fathers to teach to their children, that the next generation might know them, the children yet unborn, and arise and tell 
them to their children, so that they should set their hope in God and not forget the works of God, but keep his commandments;  and that they should 
not be like their fathers, a stubborn and rebellious generation, a generation whose heart was not steadfast, whose spirit was not faithful to God. 

This passage brings together the idea of worship and family in an interesting manner. Note that the fathers told the 
current generation, that the current generation might tell their children, that that generation might tell their children.  

Here four generations are in view – at least a “clan” family. Note that the fathers’ responsibility is not simply to lead 
their children in worship (ala Ps 22), but even more to use that as a means of giving them the gospel that they might be 
saved. 

God’s purpose for his creation man was to provide a family for himself, a family in which he would shower his children 
with love and they would respond with the love of worship. This purpose is finds its foundational expression on the 
context of families. 

Family worship was foundational to OT worship 

 Genesis 2:25; 3:8-9 – 
And the man and his wife were both naked and were not ashamed. … And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the gard en in the cool of 
the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. But the LOR D God called to the 
man and said to him, "Where are you?" 

This can be seen from the first family: God the father with his children Adam and Eve. Here is a picture of a father who 
regularly gets together with his children. Here we see God’s regular practice (albeit interrupted by the Fall) of loving his 
children, with the expectation of receiving their worshipful love in response. 

 Genesis 8:20 – 
Then Noah built an altar to the LORD and took some of every clean animal and some of every clean bird and offered burnt offer ings on the altar. 

This family worship dynamic continued after the Flood. Noah’s first act upon exiting the Ark, together with his wife, 
three sons and three daughters-in-law, was to worship God. 

 Genesis 13:8 (12:7; 13:4) – 
So Abram moved his tent and came and settled by the oaks of Mamre, which are at Hebron, and there he built an altar to the LORD. 

Likewise we see the example of Abraham. As important as putting down the family home’s tent stakes, was building the 
family altar for it’s worship. 

 Genesis 18:19 – 
For I have chosen him, that he may command his children and his household after him to keep the way of the LORD by doing righteousness and 
justice, so that the LORD may bring to Abraham what he has promised him." 

God’s electing of Abraham expressly involves God’s intention that Abraham pass on to his children God’s gospel 
promises – the worship intention expressed in Psalm 78:1-8. 

 Job 1:5 – 
And when the days of the feast had run their course, Job would send and consecrate them, and he would rise early in the morni ng and offer burnt 
offerings according to the number of them all. For Job said, "It may be that my children have sinned, and cursed God in their  hearts." Thus Job did 
continually. 

Abraham’s contemporary, Job, regularly (“continually,” i.e., daily) gathered his children for worship. 

 Exodus 12:3 – 
Tell all the congregation of Israel that on the tenth day of this month every man shall take a lamb according to their father s' houses, a lamb for a 
household. 

Up to this point, the voice of doubt might observe, “Yeah, but all these examples are in the context of no organized 
church. This was all they had. But once the Church was organized, then this family worship pattern gave way.” 

Uhh, … take a look at the institution of the Passover. This was the highest form of worship in the OT Church. Note in 
Moses’ command that central to this “congregational” worship practice was a family worship practice. Get this – one 
could not rightly worship via the Passover unless one did so in the context of the individual family. 

Here you have it – family worship is foundational to the OT Church’s worship. 

 Joshua 24:15 – 
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And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the LORD, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your fathers served in the region beyond the 
River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD."  

And so of course, we would see the emphasis on family worship continue. Here Joshua challenges the other heads of 
households, the fathers, to decide whom they would worship. Joshua’s exclamation is not incidental. He AND his family 
would worship the Lord. 

 Proverbs 4:1-4 – 
Hear, O sons, a father's instruction, and be attentive, that you may gain insight, for I give you good precepts; do not forsake my teaching. When I was a 
son with my father, tender, the only one in the sight of my mother, he taught me and said to me, "Let your heart hold fast my words; keep my 
commandments, and live. 

Here we have Solomon’s testimony to his son. Note the three generations here; Solomon notes he is teaching his child 
what his father taught him. Again, the family worship generational pattern of Psalm 78 is in view. 

Thus we see that family worship was foundational to the worship of the OT Church. It is not simply that congregational 
worship grew out of family worship. It is particularly that family worship was central to the whole concept of worship in 
the OT Church.  

This is so much so that we see family worship referenced from Moses to Solomon, and expressed as an ongoing 
command. Fathers walking by faith in the OT would lead their children in family worship that taught them to trust n 
God’s gospel promises. 

Family worship is foundational to NT worship 

Given that the NT is the fulfillment of the OT, we should expect to see that the centrality of family worship continues. 
And indeed it does. 

 Acts 10:1-2 – 
At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion of what was known as the Italian Cohort, a devout man who feared God with all his 
household, gave alms generously to the people, and prayed continually to God. 

Here we find a gentile convert. Note the reference to his “household.” This is the NT equivalent to the OT “family” 
references (i.e., clan, nation.) Note the reference to fearing God. This is a marker for worship. Those who fear God 
worship God. Given the Jewish practices of the day, as well as the location of his home, we can conclude that Cornelius 
and his family (his household) were not regularly worshiping in the temple. Rather, they were regularly worshiping in 
their house. 

 Romans 16:3, 5 – 
Greet Prisca and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus, … Greet also the church in their house.  

 1 Corinthians 16:19 – 
The churches of Asia send you greetings. Aquila and Prisca, together with the church in their house, send you hearty greeting s in the Lord. 

 Colossians 4:15 – 
Give my greetings to the brothers at Laodicea, and to Nympha and the church in her house.  

 Philemon 1:2 – 
Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, To Philemon our beloved fellow worker and Apphia our sister and A rchippus our fellow 
soldier, and the church in your house: 

Of course, we see this practice of family worship continuing in the NT. These multiple examples al show the same thing: 
the worship of the NT Church began in the context of family worship! 

As we saw in the OT Church, family worship is foundational to worship in the NT Church. 

 1 Timothy 3:4-5 – 
He must manage his own household well, with all dignity keeping his children submissive, for if someone does not know how to manage his own 
household, how will he care for God's church? 

This is the context in which we must read one of the key qualifications for a man called to leadership in the local church. 
It will do no good to argue that the qualification here is to be generally understood. On the contrary, all the biblical 
commands applying to a godly father are in view.  

Further, as the preeminent responsibility of the elder is leading God’s people in worship, we are to expect that this 
means that the preeminent way in which he manages his family well is in leading them in the biblical practice of family 
worship. (See 1 Timothy 3:12 for the application of the same principle to the other NT church leader, deacon.) 
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 2 John 1:1 – 
The elder to the elect lady and her children, whom I love in truth, and not only I, but also all who know the truth,  

This final example provides an illustration of a family without a father present (either not there or not a believer.) 
Consider the significance of family worship in God’s understanding, in that he would inspire a letter to a mother with 
advice to her and her children on how to pursue their worship of God. 

Thus we conclude that family worship is foundational to all worship. We see family worship is rooted in God’s purpose 
for our creation. We see family worship was foundational to worship in the OT Church. Finally, we see family worship is 
foundational to worship in the NT Church. 

It is not an either/or scenario: either family worship or congregational worship. Rather the biblical pattern is a both/and 
scenario. Including the biblical practice of individual worship (commonly called private devotions), the Bible presents a 
pattern we can call three-fold worship.  

As we should expect given God’s purpose for our existence, God calls us to the regular practice of individual worship, 
family worship, and congregational worship. Each has its own particular practices. Each has the same goal, the glory of 
God. 

Be encouraged fathers and brothers. Since his word teaches it, we are to expect God will enable us to obey him in our 
practice of family worship. Pray that he use this brief review of the biblical case to bless your understanding, desires and 
will for this practice. 
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Some Brief Notes on Family Worship 
1st Church, Montgomery Reed DePace 

Historical Review (NT Church to today) 

Apostolic Church (circa 50 AD) 

The Church in Acts sees a blending of congregational worship and family worship: 

 Acts 2:46 – And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts, 

 Acts 5:42 – And every day, in the temple and from house to house [in each one’s house], they did not cease teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ. 

 Rom 16:5 – Greet also the church in their house. Greet my beloved Epaenetus, who was the first convert to Christ in Asia.  

Remember that the Book of Acts records a transitional period. The Church was transitioning from its OT-Jewish only 
context to the NT-Gentile also context. As such, we should expect to see some things to be “in flux.” As the Church grew 
and spread, the congregations moved out of individual’s homes, and held separate “corporate” worship. 

Early Church (circa 100-400 AD) 

 Ignatius, Sr. Pastor of Antioch (30-107) – emphasized fathers responsibilities to teach their children the gospel, as per 
Eph 6:4. 

 Clement of Alexandria (153-217) – taught that spouses should read scripture and pray together every morning. 

 Tertullian (160-220) – spoke of unity of husband/wife, as expressed in family worship activities. 

 John Chrysostom, Bishop of Constantinople (347-407) – taught that every family was a (little) church, every father a 
spiritual shepherd who will give account for his children’s (and servants’) faith. 

Medieval Church (circa 400-1400 AD) 

 From marriage to celibacy – retreat from ordinary family structure. 

 From family to monasticism – retreat from ordinary life, asceticism. 

 From fathers to Father, elders to Bishop – retreat from plurality of elders. 

 From literacy to illiteracy – retreat from personal/family Bible reading. 

 From family worship to segregated worship – “when the congregation gathered, the men were on one side of the 
church, and the women on the other … The youths were by themselves, sitting or standing. The older people were to 
sit and the mothers with children had special place” (Latourette, Kenneth Scott, A History of Christianity, V 1, 
Beginnings to 1500, pp. 201-2.) 

A “deformation” from the purity of NT three-fold worship ensued during this period. Doctrine was corrupted by 
numerous heresies. Practices were likewise corrupted: corporate worship became filled with idolatrous rubrics, private 
worship devolved into asceticism, and family worship all but disappeared. The family unit even found itself denigrated in 
the context of corporate worship. 

Reformation Church (circa 1500-1700 AD) 

 Waldensians (circa 1450-1525) – their catechism included an appendix on “household duties,” including family 
worship responsibilities. 

 William Tyndale (1494-1536) – one of his motivations for his Bible translation (1526) was that laymen would be able 
to shepherd and teach their households (family and servants) the gospel. 

 Geneva Bible (1560) – English translation included explanatory annotations to assist families during family worship. 
Specific annotations highlighted the biblical teaching on family worship. In 1579 Scotland passed law requiring every 
family to own a copy.  

 Westminster Standards (1643-1649) – the original preface was addressed “To The Christian Reader, Especially Heads 
of Families” (emphasis added.) The document provides substantial argumentation for the necessity of family worship. 

 WCF 21:6 (1646) – “Neither prayer, nor any other part of religious worship, is now, under the Gospel, either tied 
unto, or made more acceptable by, any place in which it is performed, or towards which it is directed; but God is to 
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be worshipped everywhere in spirit and truth; as, in private families (Jer 10:25; Dt 6:6-7; Job 1:5; 2Sa 6:18-20; 1Pt 
3:7; Acts 10:2) daily (Mt 6:11), and in secret, each one by himself; so more solemnly in the public assemblies, which 
are not carelessly or willfully to be neglected or forsaken, when God, by His Word or providence, calls thereunto.” 
(Emphasis added.) 

 WLC 156 (1647) – “Q: Is the word of God to be read by all? A: Although all are not to be permitted to read the word 
publickly to the congregation, yet all sorts of people are bound to read it apart by themselves, and with their families 
(Dt 6:6-9; Gn 18:17,19; Ps 78:5-73): to which end, the holy scriptures are to be translated out of the original into 
vulgar languages.” (Emphasis added.) 

 Directory for Family Worship (1647) – attached to the Westminster Standards by the Church of Scotland, this 
document provided thorough instruction in the duty of family worship. The Church of Scotland considered it a 
disciplinable offense if heads of families failed to maintain regular family worship. 

 Richard Baxter (1615-1691) – wrote Christian Directory, a manual advising pastors on pastoral care of their 
congregations. His chapter on “Christian Economics” goes on at some length to explain the why, where-for’s and 
how-to’s of family worship. 

 Matthew Henry (1622-1714) – family worship was an essential characteristic of his ministry: 1) “A Sermon concerning 
the Catechising of Youth,” based on 2 Timothy 1:13; 2) “Christ’s Favour to Little Children Displayed,” based on Mark 
10:16;  3) “A Church in the House, A Sermon concerning Family Religion,” based on 1Corinthians 16:19; 4) “A Treatise 
on Baptism.” 

Do you get the impression that family worship was important to the Fathers of the Reformation? Concerns over the 
reformation of doctrine and corporate worship were vital. Equally as vital was the restoration of family worship (and 
secret, personal worship) to the everyday life of the Christian. 

Thomas Manton, in his preface to the Westminster Standards, offers  a common “Puritan” opinion as to why family 
worship is so vital: 

“The Devil has a great spite at the Kingdom of Christ, and he knows no such compendious way to crush it in the egg, as 
by the perversion of youth, and supplanting family-duties.” (See attached modernized preface.) 

American Church (circa 1700 AD – Present) 

 Synod of Philadelphia (1733) – first “GA” of Presbyterians in America. To address the growing spiritual lethargy, they 
called for pastors to visit families and encourage the renewal of family (and secret) worship. 

 George Whitfield (1714-1770) – “I believe, we must for ever despair of seeing a primitive spirit of piety revived in the 
world, till we are so happy as to see a revival of primitive family religion; and persons unanimously resolving with 
good old Joshua, in the words of the text, "As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." (From his sermon, he 
Great Duty of Family Religion,” based on Joshua 24:15.) 

 Jonathan Edwards (1703-1758) – “Every Christian family ought to be as it were a little church, consecrated to Christ, 
and wholly influenced and governed by his rules. And family education and order are some of the chief means of 
grace. If these fail, all other means are likely to prove ineffectual. If these are duly maintained, all the means of grace 
will be likely to prosper and be successful.” (From his “Farewell Sermon,” based on 2 Corinthian 1:14.) 

 New Light – Old Light reunion GA (1788) – revised the Directory for Family Worship, removing the force of the 
original’s teaching on the necessity of family worship. 

 Plan of Union (1801) – merger between Congregationalists and Presbyterians in New England; led to virtual 
abandonment of family worship. 

 Presbyterians in mid-Atlantic/South (circa 1700’s) – mostly Scottish descent (some Hugenots), maintained family 
worship practices. Slaves were included, as part of the household for whom the head had spiritual responsibility. 

 J.W. Alexander (1847) – Presbyterian minister, son of theologian A. A. Alexander, bemoaned the decreasing practice 
of family worship. 

 Rise of Sunday School (established in Presbyterian Church in 1838) – initially started to serve the needs of poor and 
destitute children with no other source of religious (and other) education. Gradually it began to be used as an adjunct 
to the parent’s catechetical (re: family worship) responsibilities. By the end of the 19th century (in spite of noted 
protests by some ministers) Sunday School had effectively replaced family worship as the primary means of “raising 
children in the admonition of the Lord.” 
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The 20th century evidences a remarkable paradox. On the one hand, there have historically been high levels of 
attendance at both corporate worship and Sunday School (and other youth activities) by the youth of the Church. 

At the same time there has been a growing lack of understanding of the basics of the Christian faith, and subsequently a 
dramatic drop in Christian profession on the part of children raised in the Church. Most recent studies show that 
upwards of 80% of youth raised in Evangelical churches (i.e., regularly in attendance in corporate worship, Sunday 
School, and youth activities), 80% of these youth abandon any profession of faith by the age of 20. 

Have we abandoned the biblical means (family worship) God ordinarily uses to form faith in our children? 
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Some Brief Notes on Family Worship 
1st Church, Montgomery Reed DePace 

A Biblical Paradigm?  

How is the following accomplished? 

 Proverbs 22:6 – Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it.  

 Luke 18:16 – But Jesus called them to him, saying, "Let the children come to me, and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God. 

As fathers, how do we train up our children to walk after God? How do we bring them to Jesus? Through a regular and 
systematic practice of family worship: 

 Deuteronomy 6:4-7 – Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your might. 6 And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart.  

You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, 
and when you rise.  

Note that this passage summarizes the law of God, that which we are to believe and do in order to experience his 
blessing. This is the very summary that Jesus taught, and that the gospel enables us to by faith obey. 

Note also that the passage envisions a process that is a part of your regular, everyday practices. Some process of regular, 
systematic teaching of the gospel to our children is envisioned by God. 

God’s Blessings on Family Worship 

When you engage in regular family worship, what can you expect for your children? 

 Proverbs 1:8-9 – Hear, my son, your father's instruction, and forsake not your mother's teaching, 9 for they are a graceful garland for your head and 
pendants for your neck. 

 Proverbs 6:20-23 – My son, keep your father's commandment, and forsake not your mother's teaching. Bind them on your heart always; tie them 
around your neck.  

When you walk, they will lead you; when you lie down, they will watch over you; and when you awake, they will talk with you. For the commandment is a 
lamp and the teaching a light, and the reproofs of discipline are the way of life, 

 Proverbs 3:21-26 – My son, do not lose sight of these- keep sound wisdom and discretion, and they will be life for your soul and adornment for your 
neck. Then you will walk on your way securely, and your foot will not stumble. If you lie down, you will not be afraid; when you lie down, your sleep will 
be sweet. Do not be afraid of sudden terror or of the ruin of the wicked, when it comes, for the LORD will be your confidence and will keep your foot from 
being caught. 

Look at what God does through family worship: leads in life, watches over in sleep, counsels in thought, provides 
wisdom and reproof.  

Consider some of what God gives through family worship: security in life and sleep, protection from the judgment of the 
wicked, confidence in God. 

Who does not want such gifts, such garland and pendants, for their children? 

A Biblical Teaching Tool 

God calls on us to catechize our children: 

 Luke 1:4 – that you may have certainty concerning the things you have been taught (katecheo). 

 Acts 18:25 – He [Apollos] had been instructed (katecheo) in the way of the Lord. 

The Greek word katecheo summarizes the biblical teaching tool God uses in family worship. The basic meaning is to 
teach a system of knowledge. 

This shows up in the history of Israel in a very interesting manner. 

Under the Mosaic law fathers were to instruct their children in the Bible, to believe in God and his covenant. In the 
providence of God, with the Greek influence in Israel just prior to the NT era, such instruction followed a question and 
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answer pattern, a Socratic method of instruction in which the teacher would ask a question and the student would 
respond with a memorized answer. 

In light of this, consider Jesus as a young boy (most likely 12 years old) in the Temple: 

 Luke 2:46-47 – After three days they [his parents] found him [Jesus] in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them 
questions. And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers.  

Following the practice of the times, Jesus had memorized the Law (Torah, at least key/significant sections of it.) The 
scribes asked him questions; that is, they “catechized” him. They were not impressed that Jesus answered them – that 
was expected. No, they were amazed at his answers to their questions. 

We know from Church history that the practice of catechism was found throughout the Church. Augustine (4th century) 
wrote on the subject (Catechizing the Uninstructed). Anselm (11th century) used it in his work Cur Deus Homo (On the 
Heart of God in Man.) 

In the dedication of his Catechism of the Church in Geneva, Calvin (16th century) wrote, “What we now bring forward, 
therefore, is nothing else than the use of things which from ancient times were observed by Christians, and the true 
worshipers of God, and which were never laid aside until the Church was wholly corrupted.” 

In recent times, the late Professor of Systematic Theology at Westminster Seminary (Philadelphia), John Murray said, 
“We believe it is to the discontinuance of this practice (catechizing) that we can trace much of the doctrinal ignorance, 
confusion, and instability so characteristic of Modern Christianity.” (Banner of Truth, 1962.) 

Something to Think About 

If fathers do not express their faith in the means God has promises to use to bless their children in the gospels promises, 
what are we to expect? 

 Over 60% of non-churched teenagers engage in sexual activity before the age of 18 - over 55% of churched teenagers 
do the same. 

 Over 80% of youth raised in evangelical churches abandon their profession of faith in Christ by their 21st year of life – 
less than 10% ever repent and return. 

Even with the children who remain in faith, given that they have no biblical foundations, what kinds of things will we see 
in the Church? What heresies in belief and practice will they embrace because we did not raise them to know better? 
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Some Brief Notes on Family Worship 
1st Church, Montgomery Reed DePace 

Are You Sure? 

Are you loving your wife as Christ loves His Bride? 

Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by t he washing of 
water with the word, so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and 
without blemish.  

In the same way husbands should love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. For no one ever hated his own flesh, but 
nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ does the church, because we are members of his body.  ~Eph 5:25-30 

What are her spots? 

What are her wrinkles? 

Does she demonstrate a growing walk of faith?   yes  no 

What are the evidences of this? 

Are these Scriptural evidences?   yes  no 

What are these Scriptures? 

Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these, be diligent to be found by him without spot or blemish, and at peace.  ~ 2Pt 3:14 

Are you shepherding your children as Christ shepherds God’s children? 

Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.  ~ Eph 6:4 

What are their childish failings? 

What are their youthful rebellions? 

Do they demonstrate a growing walk of faith?   yes  no 

What are the evidences of this? 

Are these Scriptural evidences?   yes  no 

What are these Scriptures? 

You shall teach them to your children, talking of them when you are sitting in your house, and when you are walking by the wa y, and when you lie down, and 
when you rise. You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates, that your days and the days of your children may be multiplied in the 
land that the LORD swore to your fathers to give them, as long as the heavens are above the earth.  ~ Dt 11:19-21 

Are You Following Christ’s Pattern? 

WSC Q23: What offices does Christ execute as our Redeemer? A: Christ, as our Redeemer, executes the offices of a 
prophet, (Acts 3:22 ) of a priest, (Heb 5:6) and of a king, (Ps 2:6) both in his estate of humiliation and exaltation. 

Your Family’s PROPHET? 

Q24: How doth Christ execute the office of a prophet? A: Christ executes the office of a prophet, in revealing to us, (Jh 1:18) 
by his word (Jh 20;31) and Spirit, (Jh 14:26) the will of God for our salvation.   

How are you functioning as a prophet for your family? 

Your Family’s PRIEST? 
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Q25: How does Christ execute the office of a priest? A: Christ executes the office of a priest, in his once offering up of 
himself a sacrifice to satisfy divine justice, (Heb 9:28) and reconcile us to God; (Heb 2:17) and in making continual intercession 
for us. (Heb 7:256) 

How are you functioning as a priest for your family? 

Your Family’s KING? 

Q26: How does Christ execute the office of a king? A: Christ executes the office of a king, in subduing us to himself, (Ps 

110:3) in ruling and defending us, (Isa 33:22) and in restraining and conquering all his and our enemies. (1Co 15:25) 

How are you functioning as a king for your family? 

Are You O.K.? 

Do you measure up to God’s standard?  Are you kidding?  I’m rocking! 
  0  1  2  3  4  5 

What can you do about it? 

 Express your repentance (1Jh 1:9) –  

As a father shows compassion to his children, so the LORD shows compassion to those who fear him. For he knows our frame; he remembers that we are 
dust. ~ Ps 103:13-14 

 Express your faith (2Co 5:7) – 

Hear, O sons, a father's instruction, and be attentive, that you may gain insight, for I give you good precepts; do not forsa ke my teaching. When I was a 
son with my father, tender, the only one in the sight of my mother, he taught me and said to me, "Let your heart hold fast my words; keep my 
commandments, and live.  ~ Pro 4:1-4 

 Rest & Relax (Ps 33:20-21) – 

I am writing to you, little children, because your sins are forgiven for his name's sake. I am writing to you, fathers,  because you know him who is from 
the beginning. I am writing to you, young men, because you have overcome the evil one.  

I write to you, children, because you know the Father. I write to you, fathers, because you know him who is from the beginnin g. I write to you, young 
men, because you are strong, and the word of God abides in you, and you have overcome the evil one.  ~ 1Jh 2:12-14 
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In the same way husbands should love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself.  ~ Ephesians 5:28 

Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord. ~ Ephesians 6:4 

O.k., so you’re persuaded that a regular practice of family worship is a good thing. (If not, ask me about the study on this subject 
we’ve been doing at the Men’s Breakfast.) So where do you start? 

A good place to begin is to plan for one 15 to 20 minute period of time each day (you can work on the biblical pattern of mor ning 
and evening later on). Pick either morning or evening, before or after a meal, a time when you and your wife (and the kids) can 
gather with confidence that you can stick to it. 

Begin with a brief prayer, read a Bible passage, discuss it, and then close with prayer. That is the basic pattern – a pattern when 
followed by faith which receives God’s gospel-promise fulfillment and blessings. 

Maybe you’re interested in a little more help. What follows is a brief review of the various resources my family has been ble ssed to 
use in its family worship practices. There are a wide variety, reflecting the flexibility you have in this practice. 

The key and only necessary conviction you must have is that God wants your family to join together to worship Him, and will b less 
you with more of Christ when you do. Even this conviction He will give to all who ask. 

FOUNDATIONS 

These are works explaining the why, what, when, who, where and how of family worship. Some are studies for parents looking to  
examine the biblical roots of this practice. Others are guides for family worship practices. Some are both. 

 The Reformation Study Bible, R.C. Sproul (gen. editor), isbn: 978-0875527864 

 Family Religion, Matthew Henry, isbn: 978-1845503130 

 The Case For Family Worship, George Hamond, isbn: 978-1573581690 

 The Family Worship Book, Terry Johnson, isbn: 978-1857924015 

CATECHETICAL TOOLS 

A key practice in family worship is the teaching of children a catechism, a tool summarized the basics of the gospel in belie f and 
practice. Such tools, usually memorized when young, have the proven experience of being effective means for parents to express 
their faith that when parents train up their children in the way they should, He will assure that they do not depart from the  belief in 
Christ they learned at their parent’s feet. 

(Note: I strongly recommend the Westminster Shorter Catechism – intended for younger children, it is shorter and simpler than 
most other catechisms while still covering all the right subjects). 

 Rediscovering Catechism, Donald Van Dylen, isbn: 978-08755246458 

 Training Hearts, Teaching Minds, Starr Meade, isbn: 978-0875523927 

 The Westminster Shorter Catechism with Cartoons, Vic Lockman, isbn: 09362175281, 
http://www.viclockman.com/catechism.htm, also available in larger coloring book format for younger children. 

 The Shorter Catechism Explained from Scripture, Thomas Vincent, isbn: 978-085151314x 

http://www.viclockman.com/catechism.htm
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DEVOTIONALS 

These are books that offer poetic interaction with the prayers of other believers. They are useful in spurring and advancing your 
family’s reflection on God’s word and His promises fulfilled in Christ.  

 The Valley of Vision, Arthur Bennett, isbn: 978-0851512283 

 Golden Hours, Elizabeth Payson Prentiss, isbn: 978-0971016933 

 Morning and Evening, Charles Spurgeon, isbn: 978-1845504069 

CHRISTIAN BIOGRAPHIES 

A great way to learn more about your own faith is to learn how other believers grew in their faith. These books will be a ble ssing in 
helping your family see that they are part of the great Family of God, and encourage them to live in  Christ and His promises. 

 Chinese Whispers, The Gladys Aylward Story, isbn: 978 1903087570 

 The Fate of the Yellow Woodbee, The Story of Nate Saint and the Auca Indians, Dave & Neta Jackson, isbn:978-155617437 

 George Müller, The Guardian of Bristol’s Orphans, isbn: 978-1576581454 

 God’s Outlaw, The Story of William Tyndale and the English Bible, Brian Edwards, isbn: 978-0852342535 

 Hudson Taylor, Deep in the Heart of China,  Janet & George Benge, isbn: 978-1576580164 

 Jim Elliot, One Great Purpose, Janet & George Benge, isbn: 978-1576581462 

 The Savage My Kinsman, Elisabeth Elliot, isbn: 978-0830734864 

 Through Gates of Splendor, Elisabeth Elliot, isbn: 978-0842371520 

CHRISTIAN FICTION 

Some of the best reflections on how God works to bless His people in Christ are found in the fiction works of saints. Reading these 
together can be a source of great blessing for your family. 

 The Holy War, John Bunyan, isbn: 978-085234267-5 

 The Pilgrim’s Progress, Volumes 1 & 2, John Bunyan, isbn:  978-0842351454 

 Safely Home, Randy Alcorn, isbn: 978-0842359917 
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The Directory for Family Worship, 1647 

(modernised) 

Introduction 

It is easy for each generation to think that its own times are more stressful than any other period in the past, and that it is just 
not possible to walk in the old paths any more. However, apart [perhaps] from a few periods of heightened revival, it has never 
been easy to live a consistent Christ honouring life in any age. Satan sees to that, and Christ's own intercessory prayer of John 
17 [vv 6-19] is proof of that. With Christ's continued intercession for us, and the guarantee of His preservation, we simply 
cannot use the excuse that times are tough. Whenever we are tempted to do so, we must draw strength from the example of 
past generations who won freedoms at the cost of their own blood, and the blood of their children.  

The practice of Family Worship has long been one of the key evidences of the revival of true godliness and piety throughout 
history. While it is dangerous to measure ourselves by past practice alone, it is true that if there are themes which continually 
re-appear, then these are good indicators of how the Spirit of Christ has been pleased to stir up practical action in the life of the 
Church.  

It is quite clear from the Bible, that the real engine room of a united worshipping Church is the united worshipping family. The 
whole stress on God's covenant promises and man's covenant responsibility is evidence of that. It is equally clear, that this is 
something which must continually be pressed on each successive generation by patient and loving example and instruction.  

In 1647 on the 24th August, the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland approved guidelines for Family Worship. A few 
days later on the 27th, the same Assembly adopted the Westminster Confession of Faith.  

It is hoped that this republication of the Directory in a modernised form, will be one small practical means that the Spirit of 
God will use to motivate and encourage families today to deepen their love for and practice of Family Worship.  

Rev. Graham Nicholson 
Presbyterian Church of Australia  
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THE DIRECTORY FOR FAMILY WORSHIP 

APPROVED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND, FOR PIETY AND UNIFORMITY IN SECRET AND PRIVATE 
WORSHIP, AND MUTUAL EDIFICATION, WITH AN ACT OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 1647 FOR OBSERVING THE SAME  

Directions Of The General Assembly, Concerning Secret And Private Worship, And Mutual Edification;  For Cherishing Piety, For 
Maintaining Unity, And Avoiding Schism And Division  

By God's mercy, public worship has been established in this land in great purity. Besides this however, it is both expedient and 
necessary for each person to be involved in "secret worship", and for families to worship together privately as a family. By this, 
along with our national reformation, the profession and power of godliness, both personal and domestic, shall be advanced.  

1. And first, for secret worship, it is most necessary, that everyone take part in private prayer and meditation. This practice 
brings benefits that are impossible to describe, and which are only fully appreciated by those who are most careful to put it  into 
practice. This is the means whereby, in a special way, one communes with God, and is properly prepared for the Christian life. 
Therefore it is necessary that pastors encourage everybody to this practice, morning and evening, and at other times as well.  But it 
is also the duty of the head of every family, to take good care that both they themselves, and those in their care are diligent in this 
practice every day.  

2. The ordinary duties which should be part of a godly family met for family worship are these: Firstly, prayer and praise 
touching the life and present needs of the church at large, the nation, and of every member of the family. Secondly the reading of 
the Scriptures, with a plain explanation of the text so that all [children especially] may be better able to benefit from att endance at 
public worship, and profit from their own private reading. As well, there should be some discussion with application to all 
members of the family, with appropriate rebukes and corrections explained by those in authority in the home.  

3. Just as the duty and office of interpreting the Scriptures is a ministerial office, and no-one regardless of their 
qualifications should usurp that without being properly called and set apart for that office, so too it is the specially call ed duty of 
the head of the family, to read the scriptures plainly to the family. After this, it is commendable that there be some discussion and 
application of what has been read. For example, if in the reading there is some sin rebuked, then the whole family should be 
warned against it and urged to be watchful. If there is a Divine judgement threatened, or described, then all should be cautioned 
lest through their complacency and lack of watchfulness, the same judgement, or even something worse, should come upon them. 
Finally, if there is some duty commanded, or some comfort promised, this can be used to stir up each one to seek Christ's strength 
to perform that duty, or to seek His gracious provision of that comfort. In all of this the head of the family is to give the  lead, and 
family members should seek answers to their questions and doubts from him.  

4. The head of the family is to take care that no-one in the family withdraws from family worship. Further, since the 
responsibility for family worship belongs to the head of the home, the minister is to stir up those who are lazy, and train t hose 
who are weak, so that all will be equipped properly. It is also quite proper for a man to engage anyone else approved by the 
Presbytery to train him and his family. Then too if the head of the family is unfit to lead family worship, another member of  the 
family approved by the minister and session may be given that task. The minister and session are accountable to the presbytery for 
those whom they recommend in this way. If through the providence of God the minister should be present and convene family 
worship, he should do so with the whole family present, unless there are special reasons [eg something that should be discussed 
privately] for meeting only with some.  

5. No-one who is lazy, whose Christian faith is unknown, or who is unsettled in their faith should be allowed to lead family 
worship even if they volunteer themselves. This is the way error subtly and deceitfully enters homes, causes division, and leads the 
gullible and unthinking astray.  

6. Family worship should be kept a private matter, and not the opportunity for wider invitations to others, unle ss they are 
visitors in the home, or guests for meals, etc. when they should most definitely be invited to be a part.  

7. Even though God has clearly used and blessed the gathering together of different families for worship in times of great 
difficulty and trouble [when the usual order of things can be often overturned] yet in times of peace and stability and gospel 
purity, we believe that multiple gatherings of families should not be encouraged. It tends to limit the fuller participation of each 
family and family member; and in time can prejudice against the need for public ministry, cause divisions between families in 
congregations, and even split the Church. All this can be the entry point for further error, cause the ungodly to harden thei r hearts 
further, and bring great grief to the godly.  

8. On the Lord's Day, after every member of the family separately, and the whole family together have sought the Lord to 
prepare their hearts and fit them for worship and make that time a blessing to them, the head of the home is to take care that all 
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under his care then attend public worship and be part of the local congregation. Then, after public worship is concluded, and  a 
time of prayer, he is to go over what they have heard with them. The rest of the day ought to be set apart for catechising and 
discussing some aspect of the Word of God together. Alternatively, family members should give themselves to private reading, 
contemplation and prayer, so that their own fellowship with God is increased. All of this is so that the blessing and benefits of 
publicly gathering together will be increased and appreciated properly, and each person given a greater appreciation of Etern al 
Life.  

9. All those who can pray should do so remembering that prayer is a gift from God to be used, and those who are young in the 
faith can well begin by using set outlines for prayer. However they should not be content with that, or use it as an excuse f or 
spiritual sluggishness. Rather, in their own private devotions they should frequently and earnestly  ask God to enable them to pray, 
by moving their hearts to think of and their mouths to express, those things that are necessary for their family. A sample se t form 
is outlined below:  

Prayer should include:  

o Confession as to their unworthiness to come before God in prayer and worship, and an earnest desire that He would grant 
a truly prayerful spirit.  

o Confession of sin, both individual and family, and in such a way as to bring about true humiliation.  

o The earnest, Spirit-led, pouring out of the soul's cry to God for forgiveness of sin through Jesus Christ,  

o Thanksgiving to God for His many mercies to His people, to themselves particularly, and especially for his love in Christ, 
and for the light of the gospel.  

o Prayer for such particular spiritual and temporal blessings as are needed at the time [whether morning or evening] 
whether in health, sickness, prosperity or adversity.  

o Intercessory prayer for the church of Christ in general, for all churches where reformed doctrine and practice are evident, 
and for their local church in particular; for all who suffer for the sake of Christ; for all in positions of authority and 
government, the royal household, those in the administration of justice, ministers, the whole body of the local congregation,  
as well as for their neighbours.  

o Closing with an earnest desire that God would be glorified in the coming of the kingdom of His Son, and in the doing of His 
will; with confidence that their prayers have been heard, and that what they have asked according to His will shall be done.  

10. The exercise of family worship should be sincere, and without delay, avoiding all worldly distractions, and hindrances, and i n 
spite of any scorn from atheists and worldly men. And to better bring this about, the leading men and all the elder s of the Church, 
should stir up themselves and their own families to this practice. Not only that, but they should also agree to try and intro duce 
family worship into all the families they have under their spiritual care.  

11. Besides the ordinary duties in family worship as mentioned above [2], there are special duties of humiliation, repentance and 
thanksgiving which should be carefully attended to within families when [either in public or in private] the Lord calls them forth by 
His providential workings.  

12. Because the word of God requires that we should consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds, every 
member of the Church should always be diligent to stir up themselves and others in the duty of mutual edification. This is 
especially necessary in these days when profanity abounds, and when mockers are amazed that we will not follow them in their 
lusts and excesses. This common encouragement comes by instruction, admonition, and rebuke, as each exhorts the other to show 
the grace of God by denying ungodliness and worldly lusts; in living godly, soberly and righteously in the world; and by comforting 
the faint hearted and praying with and for one another. These things will be especially necessary when others seek advice and  
comfort in times of calamity, or when an offender is to be reclaimed through private rebuke by one or more as set down in the 
Bible.  

13. Not everyone is always able to give the right counsel to one who is wearied or distressed in conscience. If in such cases, af ter 
pursuing all private and public means, there is still no peace, they should then seek out their own Pastor, or some other 
experienced Christian. However, if the circumstances are such that discretion, modesty, or fear of scandal require a second p erson 
present as a witness, [eg because of the sex or state of the person in trouble] this should be done.  

14. In the providence of God members of different families are often brought together away from home through employment, or 
other reasons. As they would want the Lord's presence with them wherever they are, so also they should want to obey God and 
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not neglect the duties of prayer and thanksgiving. They should therefore arrange for the one best equipped among them to lead 
them in "family" worship. They should also take care that no corrupting speech come forth from their mouths, but only that wh ich 
is good and edifying, which brings grace to their hearers.  

The purpose and scope of all these directions is twofold. Firstly that the power and practice of godliness amongst all minist ers and 
members of the Church whatever their calling, may be cherished and advanced, and that all irreligiousness and mocking of the 
Christian life will be stopped. And secondly, that no meetings or practices be allowed which are likely to breed error, scand al, 
schism, contempt or disregard for public worship and the ministry, the neglect of one's Christian duty, or any other evils which are 
the works, not of the Spirit of God, but of the flesh, and contrary to truth and peace.  

 

The wording of the act which the Assembly of the Church of Scotland passed in relation to the above Directory is given verbatim 
below. You will see how seriously the Church leaders then perceived this matter of Family Worship, and how it was to be stron gly 
pressed upon everyone as a simple matter of Christian obedience, from which there could be no reasonable excuse.  

"The General Assembly, after mature deliberation, doth approve the following Rules and Directions for cherishing piety, and f or 
preventing division and schism; and doth appoint ministers and ruling elders in each congregation to take special care that  these 
Directions be observed and followed; as likewise, that presbyteries and provincial synods enquire and make trial whether the said 
Directions be duly observed in their bounds; and to reprove or censure [according to the quality of the offence], such as shall be 
found reprovable or censurable therein. And, to the end that these directions may not be rendered ineffectual and unprofitabl e 
among some, through the usual neglect of the very substance of the duty of Family-worship, the Assembly doth further require 
and appoint ministers and ruling elders to make diligent search and enquiry, in the congregations committed to their charge 
respectively, whether there be among them any family or families which use to neglect this necessary duty; and if any such f amily 
be found, the head of the family is to be first admonished privately to amend his fault; and in the case of his continuing th erein, he 
is to be gravely and sadly reproved by the session; after which reproof, if he be still found to neglect Family -worship, let him be, 
for his obstinacy in such an offence, suspended and debarred from the Lord's Supper, as being justly esteemed unworthy to 
communicate therein, until he amend."  

 

Now, after thinking about such things, what are we going to do about it? There are many helps [some good, others not so good] 
available today, but even these are not absolutely necessary. There were no Daily Bible Reading Notes around in 1647!! but thanks 
to the Reformation there were Bibles. All a godly father needs is his Bible and a desire to honour God through reading it to his 
family. The Bible is its own teacher today as it always has been, and if we begin with the Psalms, or one of the Gospels, the n go to 
Genesis, then to one of the Epistles, and so on, we will soon be amazed at what God has taught us, and wonder why we ever 
thought spiritual understanding was so difficult. There is nothing to stop a godly father using the same passages read in fam ily 
worship, as the basis for his own devotions, [perhaps a day or so in advance] so that he has had ample time to reflect on the 
passage before it is opened up to the family.  

We would do well to consider how far short of this ideal we have come in the 20th century, and how this has contributed to th e 
weakness and double-mindedness in the Church today.  

The Tulip Press  

http://epcew.org.uk/dfw/index.html 
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Mr. Thomas Manton's Epistle to the Reader 
of the Westminster Confession of Faith 

CHRISTIAN READER, 

I cannot suppose you to be such a stranger in England as to be ignorant of the general complaint concerning the decay 
of the power of godliness, and more especially of the great corruption of youth; wherever you go, you will hear men 
crying out of bad children and bad servants; whereas indeed the source of the mischief must be sought a little higher; 
'tis bad parents and bad masters, that make bad children, and bad servants; and we cannot blame so much their 
improper behavior, as our own negligence in their education. 

The Devil has a great spite at the kingdom of Christ, and he knows no such brief way to crush it in the egg, as by the 
perversion of youth, and supplanting family-duties. He strikes at all duties. Those which are public in the assemblies of 
the saints are too well guarded by the solemn injunctions, and dying charge of Jesus Christ, as that he should ever hope 
totally to subvert and undermine them. Yet at family-duties he strikes with the more success, because the institution is 
not so solemn, and the practice not so seriously and conscientiously regarded as it should be, and the omission is not so 
liable to notice and public censure.  

Religion was first hatched in families, and there the Devil seeks to crush it; the families of the patriarchs were all the 
churches God had in the world for the time, and therefore, (I suppose) when Cain went out from Adam’s family, he is 
said to go out from the face of the Lord (Gn 4:16.) Now, the Devil knows that this is a blow at the root, and a ready way 
to prevent the succession of churches. If he can subvert families, other societies and communities will not long flourish 
and subsist with any power and vigor. In families is the stock from which they are supplied both for the present and the 
future. 

For the present, a family is the seminary of church and state. If children are not well principled, there all miscarries. A 
fault in the first concoction is not mended in the second. If youth be raised poorly in the family, they prove ill in church 
and commonwealth. There is the first making or marring, and the prediction of their future lives is seen (Proverbs 
20:11.) By family-discipline, officers are trained up for the church (1 Timothy 3:4, “one that rules his own house well, 
etc.) There men are bred up in subjection and obedience. Note (Acts 21:5) that the elders brought their wives and 
children with them to say farewell to Paul. Their children are probably mentioned to intimate that their parents would, 
by their own example and affectionate farewell to Paul, raise them up in reverence and respect for the pastors of the 
church. 

For the future, it is certainly comfortable to see a thriving nursery of young plants, and to have hopes that God shall 
have a people to serve him when we are dead and gone. The people of God comforted themselves in that (Psalm 52:28, 
The children of thy servants shall continue, etc.) 

Upon all these considerations, how careful should ministers and parents be to train up young ones, while they are yet 
pliable, and, like wax, capable of any form and impression, in the knowledge and fear of God? Likewise, is it not the time 
to instill the principles of our most holy faith (summarized in  catechisms), and so altogether laid in the view of 
conscience? Surely these seeds of truth planted in the field of memory, if they work nothing else, will at least be a great 
check and bridle to them. Like the casting in of cold water hinders the boiling pot, such efforts will somewhat allay the 
fervors of youthful lusts and passions. 

I had resolved to recommend to you with the greatest earnestness the work of catechizing, and, as a right help, the 
usefulness of this book (Westminster Standards) as thus printed with the Scriptures at large. Yet having received a 
private letter of a very learned and godly divine, where (in my opinion) that work is excellently done, I shall be bold to 
transcribe a part of it, and offer it to public view. 

The author having bewailed the great distractions, corruptions, and divisions that are in the church, he thus represents 
the cause and cure. Among others, a principal cause of these mischiefs is the great and common neglect of the heads of 
families, in the discharge of that duty which they owe to God for the souls that are under their charge, especially in 
teaching them the doctrine of Christianity. Families are societies that must be sanctified to God, as well as churches. 
Heads of families have as truly a charge of the souls that are therein, as pastors have of the churches. But, alas, how 
little is this considered or regarded!  

But while negligent ministers are (deservedly) cast out of their places, the negligent masters of families consider 
themselves to be almost blameless. They offer their children to God in baptism, and there they promise to teach them 
the doctrine of the gospel, and bring them up in the nurture of the Lord; but they easily promise, and easily break it. 
They educate their children for the world and the flesh, although they have renounced these and dedicated them to 
God.  
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This covenant-breaking with God, and betraying the souls of their children to the Devil, must lay heavy on them here or 
hereafter. They beget children, and keep families, merely for the world and the flesh. Yet they little consider what a 
charge is committed to them, and what it is to bring up a child for God, and govern a family as a sanctified society.  

O how sweetly and successfully would the work of God go on, if we would but all join together in our several places to 
promote it! Men need not then run without being called to be preachers: but they might find that part of the work that 
belongs to them to be enough for them, and to be the best that they can be employed in.  

Women especially should be careful of this duty. This is because, as their chief concern is the well-being of their 
children, and having early and frequent opportunities to instruct them, this is the principal service they can do to God in 
this world (being restrained from more public work.) And doubtless many an excellent magistrate has been sent into the 
commonwealth, and many an excellent pastor into the church, and many a precious saint to heaven, through the happy 
preparations of a holy education, perhaps by a woman that thought her self useless and unserviceable to the church.  

Would parents but begin before time and labor to affect the hearts of their children with the great matters of 
everlasting life, to acquaint their children with the substance of the doctrine of Christ? Then when they find in their 
children the knowledge and love of Christ, would bring them then to the pastors of the church to be tried, confirmed 
and admitted to the further privileges of the church? If so, what happy well-ordered churches might we have?  

Then one pastor need not be put to do the work of two or three hundred or thousand heads of families. One pastor 
would not have to teach their children those principles which they should have taught them long before. Nor should we 
have preaching so many miserable ignorant souls, those not prepared by education to teach us. Nor should we have 
need to shut out so many from holy communion upon the account of ignorance (those, that have not yet the grace to 
feel it and lament it, nor the wit and patience to wait in a learning state, till they are ready to be fellow-citizens with the 
saints, and of the household of God.)  

But now they come to us with aged self-conceitedness, being past children. Worse than children, still having the 
ignorance of children, but being overgrown the teachable-ness of children, they think themselves wise, even wise 
enough to quarrel with the wisest of their teachers. Because they have lived long enough to have been wise, and the 
evidence of their knowledge is their aged ignorance, therefore they are readier to flee in our faces for church-privileges. 
Rather than learn of us and obey our instructions till they are prepared for them that they may do them good. Like 
snappish currs that will snap us by the fingers for their meat and snatch it out of our hands, they will not be like children 
that wait until we give it them.  

Parents have so taught these children to be so unruly that ministers have to deal  with far too few but the unruly. It is for 
want of this laying the foundation well at first that professed believers themselves are as ignorant as most are. It is for 
this want that so many, especially of the younger sort, will swallow almost any error that is offered them, and follow any 
sect of dividers that will entice them, as long as it be but done with earnestness and plausibility. For alas, though, by the 
grace of God, their hearts may be changed for an hour, (whenever they understand but the essentials of the faith,) yet 
their understandings need time and diligence to furnish them with such knowledge that can establish them and fortify 
them against deceits.  

Upon these, and many the like considerations, we should entreat all Christian families, to take more pains in this 
necessary work; and to get better acquainted with the substance of Christianity. And, to that end (taking along some 
moving treatises to awake the heart) I know not what work should be fitter for their use, than that compiled by the 
assembly at Westminster; a synod of as godly, judicious divines, (notwithstanding all the bitter words which they have 
received from discontented and self-conceited men) I truly think, as ever England saw.  

Though they had the unhappiness to be employed in calamitous times, when the noise of wars stopped men’s ears, and 
the licentiousness of wars set every wanton tongue and pen at liberty to reproach them; and the prosecution and event 
of those wars, exasperated partial discontented men, to dishonor themselves by seeking to dishonor them. I dare say, if 
in the days of old, when councils were in power and account, they had had but such a council of bishops, as this of 
presbyters was, the fame of it for learning and holiness, and all ministerial abilities, would with very great honor have 
been transmitted to posterity. 

I do therefore desire, that all masters of families would first study well this work themselves, and then teach it their 
children and servants (according to their several capacities.) If they once understand these grounds of religion (in the 
Westminster Standards), they will be able to read other books more understandingly, and hear sermons more profitably, 
and confer more judiciously, and hold fast the doctrine of Christ more firmly, than ever you are like to do, by any other 
course. First, let them read and learn the shorter catechism, and next the larger, and lastly read the confession of faith. 
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Thus far he, whose name I shall conceal, (though the excellency of the matter, and present style, will easily discover him) 
because I have published it without his consideration and consent, though, I hope, not against his liking and 
approbation. I shall add no more, but that I am, 

Thy Servant, 

    In the Lord's work, 

     Thomas Manton 

 
 


