
Church Culture & Mission Statement for First Baptist Church of Newman 

‘How We Do Church’ 

 
Programs: 

First Baptist, Newman has many of the usual programs that Southern Baptist churches have: Sunday school, 

Vacation Bible School, Wednesday Night Bible Study, Benevolence, and SBC Missions emphasis. Other 

programs would include our Missions Committee, Men’s Group, Youth Group, and our Awana Clubs. The church 

is open to looking at different programs that will provide Gospel ministry community and fellowship. 

 

Finances and Budget: 

The church operates on an annual budget. The Finance Committee seeks input from the program leaders by asking 

them to fill out a Budget Request Form and meeting together to discuss the yearly budget. From this information 

a budget is developed and presented to the church body at our October Annual Meeting. A finance report is given 

to the church body at our Quarterly meetings. 

 

Evangelism: 

Evangelism has taken place through one on one, as well as through our Missions Committee. Our Missions 

Committee provides Vacation Bible School through ‘Feeding Those Who Feed Us’, a ministry to our Migrant 

Farm Workers and their families. Also through programs such as Awana Clubs, Sunday school and Vacation 

Bible School. Each of these provide outreach on an ongoing basis. Special events like our community outreach 

booth at the Newman Fall Festival provide additional opportunities. 

 

Worship: 

The worship service is well planned. The style is blended, with contemporary praise and traditional songs being 

incorporated into the service. The Music Director and the Worship Team work with the pastor in planning the 

order of service. The format of our worship service has been changed from time to time. 

 

Deacons or Elders: 

At present we have (3) Elders. The Elders are congregationally affirmed into their position by the church body. 

Subject to the will of the congregation, the elders shall oversee the ministry and resources of the church. In keeping 

with the principles set forth in Acts 6:1–6 and I Peter 5:1–4, the elders shall devote their time to prayer, the 

ministry of the Word (by teaching and encouraging sound doctrine), and shepherding God’s flock. The elders 

shall have primary responsibility for the employment, supervision, and evaluation of staff members. 

 

DEMOGRAPHICS 

 

Population and Other Information: 

The population of the Newman is 14,500. Gustine is 5,700 – the remainder would live in the outlying areas of the 

Westside Community. 

 

The housing cost is approximately $175,000 to $400,000 for a 3-4 bedroom, 2-3 baths. 

 

There is a large commuter population. 

 

Newman and Gustine is number one in the percentage of retirees living in the community. On the other end of 

the scale there are also a large percentage of younger families who are now living in Newman and the surrounding 

communities. 

 

The number of family members living in a home tends to be larger than the average in California. 

 

The largest ethnic group is Hispanic with over 50%; the next two largest groups are Portuguese and Italian. 



The majority of the people living in Newman will go to Patterson, Turlock, Modesto, Merced or Los Banos to do 

their retail shopping. The mileage to each would be roughly 20 – 35 miles. 

 

Churches: 

There are six churches in Newman: Roman Catholic, Baptist, Presbyterian, Jehovah Witness, Lutheran, and 

Church of Christ. The largest religion is Roman Catholic with 74%. 

 

Schools: 

There are three Elementary schools, one Middle school, one High school, one continuation school and one Adult 

education program. The quality of the schools is average. The environment has a great deal to do with this 

situation. 

 

Growth: 

New growth in the area is welcome. There have been several new housing divisions developed in the past years. 

The city council has plans for future growth. 

 

Climate: 

The climate is normal for Central California. The summers can be hot with several days over 100 degrees. The 

autumn and spring times are very pleasant, but short. The winter is normally mild; there are a few times the 

temperature will get below 32 degrees. Fog sometimes is very heavy in the winter months. 

 

Attractions: 

Newman is close to many places of interest: the California Coast, the Sierras and Yosemite are about 2 hours 

away in either direction. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



First Baptist Church of Newman 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 

 

Realizing that we are a group of Bible believers called together by God to celebrate, honor, and worship 

the Lordship of Jesus Christ in our daily lives, and to live our daily lives according to His example, we 

covenant together to: 

 

Care for others, both within and outside of our congregation. 

 

Pray for each other, our church leaders, our community, our country, and world missions. 

 

Treat others in a Christ-like manner, with honesty and trust. 

 

Strengthen and expand the community of the faithful, through fellowship, stewardship, evangelism, 

and Christian education. 

 

OBJECTIVES 

 

Our vision for the future is to: 

• Minister intentionally to the needs of others through practical expressions of Christian love. 

 

• Witness daily to the presence of Jesus Christ in our lives through service to our brothers and sisters, 

as well as the unbelieving world around us. 

 

• Grow spiritually and responsibly through Christian education, Community, stewardship, and 

service. 

 

VALUE STATEMENTS 

 

We believe the Bible is the inspired Word of God, and is our basis for preaching, teaching, rebuking, and 

a guide for daily living. 

 

We believe fellowship to be a means to share our common experience in Christ and to provide 

encouragement, support, and friendship with each other. 

 

We believe worship is a priority of this church. Worship includes exalting, praising, and acknowledging 

God the Father, Jesus the Son and the Holy Spirit through song, prayer, scripture reading, personal 

testimonies, giving, and other worship experiences. 

 

We believe visitors provide an opportunity to help them experience God’s love and to provide an 

environment that is loving, sincere, caring, and most of all, Gospel centered. 

 

We believe our leaders must portray Godly servant leadership. We believe Church leaders should set 

positive and loving examples in honesty, relationships, teaching God’s Word, and should lead and serve 

by example and through encouragement. 1 Timothy 4:6, 12-16 

 

We believe as a church and as individual members, we are to be faithful stewards of the financial means 

with which God has blessed us. 

 



We believe people are created in God’s image. He desires a personal relationship with each of us and has 

gifted each of us to perform His good works. 

 

We believe Christian values begin in our homes. Christ in the home gives new direction to life, a power 

to live life, an incentive for life, Gospel Community, and creates a loving and secure environment for our 

families. 

 

We believe in the Biblical directive of growing toward Christian maturity and as a body of believers, we 

acknowledge our role in providing Gospel centered Christian education for the members of our church family 

and our community, in order to assist them in growing and developing to be more like Christ. 


